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Chukas, Rabbi David Mahler 

 

Parshas Chukas contains the deaths of two of the three great shepherds of Bnei 

Yisrael. The trustworthy shepherds who had shepherded our nation through the 

latter part of their time in Mitzraim and now through the midbar were the three 

children of Amram and Yocheved — Miriam, Aharon, and Moshe.  

 

An interesting observation is noted when contrasting the death of Miriam with that 

of her brothers.  

 

The incident of Mei Meriva follows the death of Miriam. The supply of water from 

the Well, which had been traveling with the Jews and flowing miraculously all 

these years, ceased to flow. Rashi, quoting the Gemara in Taanis (9a), cites this as 

proof that during the entire 40 years the Jews spent in the wilderness, the Well was 

present and flowing for Am Yisrael in the merit of Miriam.  

 

The Kli Yakar writes that the Well stopped flowing following Miriam’s passing, as 

a punishment for the people not properly eulogizing Miriam at the time of her 

death. Following the death of Aharon and Moshe, the Bnei Yisrael cried. Such a 

statement does not appear following Miriam’s passing. The Torah says that she 

died and she was buried but there is no mention of any eulogy or mourning.  

 

The Kli Yakar states that Miriam died without anyone so much as missing her and 

it was for this reason that the supply of water was taken away from them. They did 

not appreciate who Miriam was and the Hashem therefore said “I will show you 

who Miriam was!” The reason for the departure of the Well was in order that they 

retroactively recognize that only in her merit did they have water in the wilderness 

for the past 40 years. 

 

But why? Why and how did the nation not recognize or appreciate her greatness? 

 

Perhaps we can suggest that we all clearly benefited from Aharon. He was the 

peacemaker. Through his role and title of Kohen Gadol, we were clearly aware of 

his significant role. With respect to Moshe, it was even more clear and more 

recognizable. We saw him ascend and descend Har Sinai. We knew he spoke to 

Paroh years earlier, split the sea and was spoken to at the burning bush. Therefore, 

when both Moshe and Aharon passed away, we were acutely aware of the loss. 
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Miriam’s greatness and holiness was more sublime. It was not as clear. Her 

kedusha and exalted stature was only seen and understood by a select few. Sanctity 

and saintly people are often only noticed by the saintly. Miriam’s greatness had a 

quality that wasn’t visible to all and thus she was not eulogized. We needed to be 

punished for that because it spoke volumes of us. Not about her. 

 

There are those special people who are recognized, honored and respected by all. 

However, there are many others who should be appreciated and lauded as well – 

the Miriams. There are those who so quietly do their best to insure that no one feels 

alone, that shidduchim are proposed, tuitions paid, credit card debt fixed and shiva 

home set up. Many toil without accolades or fanfare.  

 

Communities need their Moshes and Aharons. We cannot survive without them. 

However, the multitude of Miriams are vital as well. Let’s not wait until a eulogy 

to tell them how indispensable they are.  

 


