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On one occasion, Rav Yisrael Salanter was unable to be involved personally in the baking of 

matzos for Pesach and a group of his students undertook to do so for him. Before beginning, they 

visited their saintly rebbi and asked him if there were any specific chumros, stringencies, he had 

with regards to the kashrus of his matzos. 

 

Rav Yisrael Salanter replied. “Yes, in fact, I do have the following stringency: The woman who 

cleans the utensils in between each baking run is a widow. In their efforts to ensure that no traces 

of dough remain on the utensils and that the baking does not get held up, people are sometimes 

impatient with her and cause her to become upset. My stringency is to speak calmly and 

encouragingly to her and to let her clean at her own pace. Please take care to remember this 

chumra so that the matzos are baked l’mehadrin – with the highest standards of mitzvos.” 

 

There is a peculiar interruption in the flow of Parshas Emor. Perek 23 is solely devoted to a 

presentation of the Jewish festivals which take place throughout the year. The chapter begins 

with a discussion of shabbos, followed by Pesach and Sefiras HaOmer. As expected, the next 

subject is Shavuos which is followed by Rosh HaShana and Yom Kippur, and concludes with 

Sukkos and Shemini Atzeres. However, situated between Shavuos and Rosh HaShana is a verse 

that describes two agricultural commandments (23:22): “When you reap the harvest of your land, 

you shall not completely remove the corners of your field as you reap, and you should not gather 

the gleanings of your harvest; for the poor and the convert you shall leave them, I am Hashem, 

your G-d”.  

 

What are we to make of this seeming “break in topic”? why does the Torah interrupt its 

discussion of the moadim to inform us about the various portions of our harvest which must be 

left for the needy? This is all the more perplexing due to the fact that these mitzvos were already 

presented in last week’s parsha (19:9)? The presentation of the commandments of Peah and 

Leket are not only anomalous – but also redundant. 

 

Perhaps we can suggest that Hashem did not want to move on from His discussion of Shavuos 

too quickly, when we celebrate the receiving of the Torah, without reinforcing awareness of the 

purpose of the Torah.  

 

A primary purpose of the mitzvos is the intention to embed kindness, thoughtfulness and 

awareness of others into the very pattern of our existence. In an agricultural society in which 

people subsisted on farming, Peah and Leket accomplished this goal. Each day that a farmer 

went out to the field, plowed and planted, sowed and pruned, yet left untouched the field’s corner 

and resisted the urge to collect every bundle, he was working chesed and tzedakah into his daily 

routine.  

 

Just as the Jewish calendar was woven into the farming calendar, so too was daily kindness. 

And that is really the goal of our entire system of halacha – to weave Yiddishkeit – consciousness 

of Hashem – into every moment of our every nuance of our lives.  


