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A. Introduction to Opening Cans and Bottles

Over the past 50 years, we have been blessed to live in a world with an abundance of kosher
food, many of which are distributed and sold in disposable packaging. Opening these products on
Shabbos raise serious halachic questions that are hotly debated by the contemporary posskim. The
subject of opening these packages, containers, and bottles is extensive and one could spend months
going through all the opinions on the matter. Our goal in the upcoming sections is to give you a taste of
this sea of information by learning the opinions of the major posskim of our generation. In this section,
we will introduce the six possible halachic issues that arise when opening these containers on Shabbos
and in the following sections, we will delve into the details of the various types of packages and how to
open them on Shabbos. The 6 possible prohibitions involved in opening a package or container are:

1. n'no - destroying the "7

2. |"a-—creatinga '

3. nNNo n"wy —making a nice opening (forbidden because of Xin |7nn, i.e., w091 NdnN)
4. VP —ripping

5. nnn - precise cutting

6. Nyp'Nn—ripping letters

We will briefly learn these six issues from the sources in the Xna until the S”A.

NN N"'WYI NI'NO "1 — Building and dismantling/destroying a structure. The (.ay) naw mwn lists
building and demolishing as two of the nidX7n V"7. The (2':*) n™anN passkins that any form of building,
whether straightening out the ground or piling bricks one on top of another (with cement in between), is
forbidden. With regards to 1MI0, the (:X'7) Naw Xna teaches that one transgresses the Ndx'm only
when dismantling with intention to rebuild. This is derived from the fact that the Jews traveling in the
desert would dismantle the n'wnyp of the [pwn each time they moved with intention to rebuild it at their
next destination. Although the biblical prohibition of AnI0 only applies if one dismantles with intention
to rebuild, dismantling in a destructive manner is rabbinically prohibited (see 10:' n"ann).

Does the prohibition of n1'Mol |12 apply also to 070 — vessels, or only to structures connected
to the ground? X2 is quoted in the (:20j7) AW XA saying "D'751 N'Mol 12 'R" — there is no
prohibition of building or dismantling n'73. Rashi (1) in n'0"n 'x1 "7 (:TV) N2 interprets this literally
that the prohibition of |'12 (and subsequently "n10) do not apply to any 0'22. (This is also the opinion of
the (:77 fanw) X"awn, (.07 "2aN'W) X"vanN, and the (2',n') YT TIXR). Tosfos (2) in 'R0 N"T :22p NV
argues that the rule of "0"722 N'MoI "2 'R is only referring to vessels that are constantly
disassembled and reassembled or to weak and temporary 0'73 (see "aiw n"T (.ny) Naw 'oin), but
building or dismantling sturdy, full-fledged vessels is also a violation of ni1a — building.
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Rashi (3) in 2n n"T (.™) Naw teaches that although (in his opinion) there is no prohibition of
"nnol " with regards to 070 (because N1'Mol "2 only apply to construction on the ground), there
is a different prohibition of ¥'vo1 Ndn — completing a NdX'7n [based on Rashi :ny-naw)]” (lit. hitting a
hammer) that one transgresses when constructing or fixing part a '72. For example, making a clean
opening in a barrel is forbidden because of w092 Ndn/Xan |7nn (as we will see shortly).

The (.mj?7) Nnaw nawn (4) teaches that you are allowed to break a barrel on Shabbos in order to
eat the figs that are inside of it as long as you do not make a nice opening. Rashi explains that the niwn
is referring even to a full-fledged 7> (since there is no prohibition of breaking a '?3). Tosfos explains that
the breaking of the barrel in the miwn is only permitted because the niwn is referring to a 'pnoin —a
barrel that was glued together from broken pieces (i.e., a flimsy 1'72), but breaking a full-fledged barrel is
forbidden because of "\N10 — destroying. According to Tosfos, the niwn also teaches that making a nice
opening even on a 'pnoin is forbidden due to Xn |pnn.

To summarize, so far we have learned three halachos that pertain to opening packaging on
Shabbos: 1) Breaking a '7nom, or any lower grade package is permitted according to all, 2) Breaking a
full-fledged 72 is a NpI7Nn between Rashi and Tosfos. 3) Making a clean opening in a vessel is
forbidden, and according to Tosfos even making a clean opening in a weak and temporary 72 such as a
'7noin is forbidden.

The S”Ain "R 9wo passkins like Tosfos that breaking a flimsy *72 that was broken and glued back
together is permitted on Shabbos because the prohibitions of n1'no — destroying, and |12 — building,
only apply to strong and complete vessels (see 'T 9'v0). The t"j70 2™ awn quotes the X" who passkins
like Rashi that even breaking a sturdy "> does not violate the biblical prohibition of nn'no. The S”A then
adds the second half of the nawn that making a nice opening even in a flimsy 72 is forbidden because of
NIn [7nn. This halacha is also brought later in 1 §'vo. However, to biblically violate the prohibition of
NN n"wy, one would need to make a hole in a full-fledged 73 that is "N'xIn71 011210%" — used for both
inserting items into the vessel and for removing items from the vessel. If the hole is used solely for
removing or filling, it is rabbinically forbidden (see 1"j70 2"1wn). The S”Ain 'l 9o also teaches that if you
completely remove the top of a barrel you are not in violation of N9 Nn"wy because your intention is
not to make a reusable opening but only to be able to easily remove the contents of the barrel
Additionally, the prohibition of N9 n"wy is only forbidden if that is your intention, but if you do not
intend to make an opening it is permitted (see 2-"1' 19 Nawn Tan and N-T'W NNY7YW |N71W). The
guestions that the modern day posskim discuss related to this issue are whether our packaging is
comparable to a flimsy 2> and how to define a “nice opening.”

VIR — Ripping. The (.av) naw mawn lists ripping as one of the NidX'7n 0"7. The (:TV) NAW XA explains
that ripping was used in the maintenance of the [pwn when small holes made by bugs would appear on
the niyn. If the craftsmen would sew the circular hole by pulling the two sides close to one another, it
would create a crease in the fabric. Therefore, to maintain a crease-free fabric, the craftsmen would first
cut above and below the hole and then bring the fabric together, creating a stitch that does not pull or
crease the fabric. The (.nj7) Naw mwn (5) teaches that ripping is biblically forbidden only if you plan to
resew the pieces together, but ripping merely in order to destroy is forbidden j221Tn. The (n:') n"an
explains that ripping is biblically forbidden if one benefits from the ripping in any way, even if the pieces
are not sewn back together. For example, if you tear a shirt out of anger, you have violated the 110'~
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NN'IRT of Y1I7 because the tearing served as a benefit of calming you down. The q0In) q12'n nnan
(n- vI — nawn passkins that the prohibition of y1Ij (and 191N — sewing) only applies to soft material,
similar to the niy' of the |pwn. However, breaking strong material, such as the tin cans, is not a
violation of yup.

The S”Ain T' - nW IN'0 passkins in accordance with the above Niawn that ripping for a
productive purpose is forbidden. The 2"nj70 2A™awn explains that ripping is biblically forbidden if you
benefit from it in any way, even if you do not plan to resew it. Additionally, ripping in a destructive
manner is still rabbinically forbidden.

The (.my) Maw X2 (6) teaches that on Shabbos you are allowed to rip open ni?nin — baskets
made from date branches, where dates were placed inside of them to ripen. The S”A in 'n Qo passkins
based on the X1na that the prohibition of y1Ij? — ripping, does not apply to ni7nin (see "1 %"na
ni7nin). He explains that ripping the Ni'nin is similar to cracking open a nut (or peeling a banana)
where VI does not apply. The n"70 A™wn elaborates that ripping NI7NIN is certainly not forbidden
due to WnI10 because they are not full-fledged 0'7> (and are even considered less of a 73 than 'znoin).
The question that the modern day posskim discuss is whether our packages and wrappers have the
status of nI7nin, where the prohibition of V117 does not apply, or are they of a sturdier nature than
NI7nIN, such that vy applies and might even be an XN'™MIXT 110'X since you are benefiting from the
tear. For example, ripping potato chip bags, cereal bags, and the aluminum lining on the cover of wine
bottles enables you to benefit from the product.

JQNnn - Precise cutting. The (2v) Naw mwn lists \nNN — cutting as one of the NIdDX'M 0"7. Some of the
NI in the pwn were made of leather that needed to be precisely cut to fit the measurements of the
[pwn. The N"'j70 21OW n'0 2"1wn quotes the (7-X') D" an" who passkins that the prohibition of JnNnN is
transgressed when cutting any type of material (even hard material such as wood and metal), but only
when one cares about the exact measurement that is cut. Cutting without intent to create a specific
measurement is not in violation of JNNN. The 2"1wn adds that \nNn can be transgressed even when
cutting by hand if the item you are cutting is commonly cut by hand. However, the prohibition of Jnnn
does not apply to foods (see 2"70 2"1wn). YNNn — cutting differs from vIj — ripping in that \nNn is
only transgressed when you care about the exact measurement of the cut, while V17 is transgressed
whenever two soft items are torn apart (and some sort of benefit is achieved from the tearing). The
question that the modern day posskim discuss is whether the prohibition of 9nnn applies to our
modern-day containers, such as the splitting of yogurt containers from one another, opening a soda can,
opening a tin can, opening a bottle cap, or cutting along the perforated line of plastic seals on wine,
grape juice or vodka, since in all of these cases you are making a precise cut.

Znim —The (.ay) naw mwn lists znimi AN — writing and erasing, as two of the nidX'M ©0"7. The mwn
(-a7) maw (7) explains that when 78w 12 traveled in the desert they needed to disassemble and then
reassemble the D'w7 — the planks of the [pwn. Small markings would be made on the n'wny? to ensure
that they would be reassembled in exactly the same order that they were originally assembled. If one of
the D'wn7 was accidently marked incorrectly, they would erase the marking in order to write the correct
marking. The (:nv) Naw Xna teaches that the biblical prohibition of 7nm is violated only if you plan to
rewrite something in that area.
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The S”Ain 'A — nW N0 passkins in accordance with the above Niiwn and the Rama adds that
cutting through letters on a cake is forbidden. The ™ 7"0 A™awn explains that the prohibition of cutting
letters on a cake is rabbinic since you do not intend to write in that area. The 2"1wn also adds that only
cutting the letters (or a picture) is forbidden, but ruining the writing by biting into the cake is allowed.
The question that the modern day posskim discuss is whether ripping letters on packaging violates the
prohibition of i7nin (see below, section K).

Modern day packaging is made from various materials and comes in many different sizes and
shapes. Opening many of these packages on Shabbos may involve violating one or more of five "I10'x
NXN'IXT and one [2217T (the prohibition of 7nim). Therefore, the posskim recommend opening all
packages before Shabbos (see, e.g., X:0 2"Ww, 10W 'n' X"N N2AW NINTKX, NW MY NIAIWN 709 (8).
However, if one forgot to open them before Shabbos or if opening specific packages before Shabbos will
ruin the food inside, the posskim discuss permissible ways of opening the packaging on Shabbos.

As a final introduction, it should be noted that there are two disputes among the achronim that
will reappear and escort us when discussing this topic. One with regards to Jnnn and one with regards
to V1. With regards to Jnnn, Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach (1:2'- T'w nn7w |n71W) holds if you are
precisely cutting material along the manufacturer’s predetermined perforations or indentations, but do
not care about the exact size (as is the case when opening a can of coke or separating yogurt containers)
you are not in violation of ynnn. Rav Elyashiv (65 'vn T 719 - Nawa Naw NId7n) argues saying that
whenever you precisely cut a material (and benefit from it) you are in violation of 9nnn even if you do
not care about its exact size. With regards to v, RSZA (0" 'y 1"79 Naw |'11) holds that y1Ij? is not
violated when ripping packages that are included in the category of "ni7nin". The 1"'9) naw ninIx
(™70 argues saying that v1ij? could apply to ni7nin if they are carefully ripped to an exact size in order
to be reused in the future.

In the next sections, we will discuss the opening of all the common packaging that exist today
and whether they have the status of a full-fledged 73, a 'pnom or ni7nin (you should familiarize
yourself with these terms). We will tackle this feat by discussing each packaging method and learning
whether the six possible prohibitions mentioned above apply to opening that specific package. HERE WE
GO!

B. Opening Tin Cans Such as Tuna, Corn, Green Beans, and Pickles

In this section, we will discuss the opening of various tin cans on Shabbos and we will address
each of the 6 possible issues mentioned in the previous sections. There are two types of cans: One
requires a special can opener that slowly opens the can as it circles around the lid, and the other has a
metal tab on top of the can (similar to a can of coke) that is pulled upward to open the container. The
halachos that pertain to opening cans on Shabbos apply equally to both types of cans unless noted
below.

JNI0 — the (2-T'w [n'0) TIT? 0N (9) passkins that aluminum cans that are used to store sardines may
not be opened on Shabbos because you are breaking a full-fledged 75, and the S”A passkined that "nio
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applies to strong 0"72. However, RSZA (10) quoted in (""70 0"9) >"ww argues that since the cans are not
important 0'7), they are similar to a '7nom where even the S”A agrees that the prohibition of "nio
does not apply. The (X" 'vo X1 |n'0) X"ITh (11) passkins that since the tin cans are hermetically sealed
and one cannot simply access the contents inside, they are not considered a 72> and n1'no does not
apply. Lema’ase, the majority of posskim hold that there is no issue of "\n10 with regards to aluminum

tin cans.

MIa — The (X"70 -X1) X"ITN (11) passkins that opening a tin can is still forbidden on Shabbos because
you are making it into a 7D, i.e., you are violating the prohibition of na1a. When the can was sealed it
was not a '72 since you were not able to access its contents, but with its opening you made it into a
functional *73. The ('l 'vn 2™9) naw ninX (12) explains that the X"ITn forbade opening a tin container
even if you plan on throwing it out after its use (i.e., you do not intend to make it into a long-lasting "?3)
for three reasons: 1) Lest you come to use it again. 2) In some instances, it takes a few days to finish all
the contents in the tin container (such as pickles in Israel) and in that interim you have made it into a
7). 3) Even if you plan on immediately throwing out the can, it is still forbidden because we do not care
about your intentions, and at the moment you opened it, you made it into a "73.%

RSZA (13) quoted in (""j70 0"9) 2"ww argues on the premise of the w'x |ITN that a sealed can is
not considered a '"72. RSZA holds that when the tin can is filled in the factory, it is considered a "7 and
sealing it shut does not nullify its status as a ''72. The reason is that the purpose of the seal is to preserve
and transfer its contents from one place to the next. Therefore, opening a tin can on Shabbos is not a
violation of naia since the can is already considered a '72. Furthermore, even if you want to say that the
sealed can is not considered a 72, you are still allowed to open them (and there is no prohibition of
M) because they have the halachic status of a '7noin where 1N10 (and N112) do not apply (as
mentioned above). According to RSZA, tin cans are considered a 'noin since they are always disposed
of nowadays after consuming their contents even if it will take you a few days to empty the contents of
the can (as is the case with Israeli pickles). He proves this from the nx'a Xna that states that 'Pnom
vessels were used more than once and yet, the prohibition of n112 and An10 do not apply to them.

Rav Moshe (14) in (-0 n'0 X"n N"IX) NWN NNAX goes one step further and says that tin
cans could have the status of ni7nin (the date leaf basket) where tearing them open is completely
permitted. Rav Moshe explains that the S”A passkins in 'n q'vo that tearing open ni7nin is permitted
because the baskets are used only once, and are similar to the shell of a nut that is 702 to the nut since
it is only protecting the food and not serving as an actual "73. Similarly, if you plan to throw out the tin
container immediately after consuming its contents, it has the status of ni7nin (and not a '73), to which
the prohibitions of "N10 and y1ij? do not apply. Rav Chanan Cohen, the author of naw |12, world expert
on opening packages on Shabbos and longtime ta/mid of RSZA, relayed that RSZA vacillated throughout
his life about the status of modern-day packages and ultimately held that they are all considered ni'nin
(this opinion of RSZA is quoted in the 2"j70 >"ww and will be elaborated on below).

1 This is how the X"ITn is understood by many contemporary posskim, but others understand that even the X"ITn
only forbade when many people save and reuse such cans (see NW-Iw My T'W NIYN '709). We will learn the
X"ITN as explained by the naw ninX above.
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NNO N"'wy: To better understand whether opening a tin can on Shabbos is a violation of NN N"wy, we
will elaborate on the original source in the niwn quoted in the previous section. The niwn taught that
breaking open a barrel is permitted if you do not have in mind to create a nice opening, but fashioning a
nice opening is forbidden. The (7' 719) naw na (15) (written by Rav Chanan Cohen) explains that the
mwn’s prohibition of making a hole is because you are perfecting the barrel by creating an additional
access point. Before the hole was formed, the only way for you to access the contents of the barrel was
from the opening on the top, but once you made an additional opening from the side of the barrel you
created an easier way to access the contents of the barrel. This is a violation of &'092 ndn because you
perfected the barrel. Making a hole is only forbidden if your intention is to add a benefit to the barrel,
but if your intention is not to perfect the barrel, there is no violation of w'u92 nNdn.2 Therefore, if you
plan to throw out the barrel immediately after opening it, there is no prohibition of making a nice hole.

What emerges is that the prohibition of nno n"wy applies when you intentionally make a nice
opening in a container with intent to reuse it in the future, thereby creating a functional hole that
perfects the container and violates the prohibition of w'v92 ndn. If you do not plan to reuse the
container (i.e., you will finish its contents in one sitting) making a nice hole is permitted because your
action is viewed as emptying the contents of the container and not perfecting the container itself. RSZA
(13) writes that although the prohibition of N9 n"wy applies even to flimsy disposable n'72, opening a
tin can is not in violation of NN N"'wy since you are not intending to make a nice opening for reuse.
RSZA (16) elaborates in (n"po-T'w) Nn7w |n71W that although the opening in a tin can is nicely cut (and
is reused as you finish the can’s contents),? it is not considered as if you intended on making a nice
opening since the only way to open a can is with a can opener (that automatically creates a nice
opening). In other words, the prohibition of NN N"wy is when you have an option to either make a nice
opening or a not-as-nice opening, and you deliberately make a nice opening in order to use the
container in the future in a more convenient manner. However, if the only way to open the container is
in a nice manner and your intention is not to reuse the container, it is permitted. Therefore, in our case
of the tin can, if you plan to throw it out after its use and the only way to open the container is by
creating a nice hole with a can opener or by pulling the built-in tab, there is no prohibition of NN n"wy
when creating the nice hole.*

To summarize in one sentence, the prohibition of nN® N"wy (i.e., w091 Ndn) applies when
you have an option to either make a nice opening or a not so nice opening in a container, and you
deliberately choose to make a nice opening for the sake of reuse. This is a violation of w092 ndn since
you created a nice hole enhancing the use of the barrel.

V117 — As mentioned, the (N- YI7 — Nawn 10In) J1'n NN (17) passkins that the prohibition of v
(and N91n — sewing) only applies to soft material, similar to the N1y of the |pwn. However, breaking

2 See (0O 'Ny-L 719) NV |2 based on Apy' NI7NP and see I"7j70 N'W [N'0 DNN2X |an who writes based on the
n"n that there is no issue of KW [7'09 since the violation of w'V92 Ndn can only be transgressed with intent.
3See (n"po-T'w) Nn7v |N'71w where RSZA writes that even though you will be storing the contents of the tin can in
the can for a few days (such as Israeli pickles) it is still permitted.

4 This distinction will be relevant when discussing other containers, such as milk cartons and milk bags, where one
has the option to make a nice opening or a not such nice opening.
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strong material, such as the tin cans, is not a violation of y1I.> Additionally, if tin cans have the status of
NI7nIN, there is no prohibition of VI as the package is 701 to the food inside.

1nnn — As mentioned, the prohibition of 9nnn only applies when you care about the precise size of the
object being cut. When opening tin cans, one does not care about the exact measurement of the lid
being removed, the size of the cut is predetermined by the manufacturer. The - X"n) nawa naw npn
(27:1"'o writes that Rav Elyashiv forbids opening the tin cans that have a pull tab because of J7nnn —you
are cutting them in to a precise size. However, if you do not fully remove the lid it is permitted since you
are actively showing that you do not care about the size or location of the cut. (Opening a tin can with a
can opener creates a jagged cut that is not precise and would not be a violation of 9nnn even according
to Rav Elyashiv.)

NI — If the tin can has writing on the packaging, it seems from the Rama in 2-nw n'o and the 2"1un
there that you are not allowed to open it in a way that will cut the letters or ruin a picture (see 1"iwn
7'0j70 and (2-0) >"ww). However, the (0' — T'W) qoI* VIF' (18) says that Sephardim follow the opinion
of the S”A that cutting letters on packaging is permitted. In the footnote, he explains that erasing in such
a manner is a [2217T (since you do not plan to write in that location), your intention is not to erase and
it’s a n"™? XN XY7T XWN 7'09 since you do not benefit from the letters being cut. In any case, most tin
cans do not have any writing on the actual metal lid that would be cut when removing the lid and there
would be no issue of opening it with regards to j7nin. [See below in section K where we elaborate on this
topic and discuss what Ashkenazim should do when wrappers can only be opened by ripping the letters.]

To summarize, everyone agrees that if you intend to use the can for a different purpose (such as
storing nuts and bolts), you are not allowed to open it on Shabbos because you are in violation of
creating a "> or NN® N"WY (since you are making a nice opening for the sake of reuse). If you do not
plan on reusing the can, the X"ITn prohibits because when you open it you are creating a "72. Rav Moshe
seems to permit, but concludes his (" 92v) naIwn (19) saying that one should not be 7'j7n to open cans
on Shabbos (unless it is for a 217a 1Y, such as a wedding or where a lot of guests are coming and, in
those situations, it is best to first try to find a non-Jew). RSZA is '7'7n and allows opening a tin can on
Shabbos, but the (2">j701 2-0) >"ww quotes RSZA as saying that one who is 1'nnn like the opinion of the
X"ITh (that opening a tin can is a violation of N11a) can still open a can on Shabbos. This is achieved by
puncturing a hole on the bottom of the can and then opening the can in the regular fashion from the
top. The X"ITh would permit this because when you open the can from the top, you are not creating a
175 since the bottom is already punctured (and not functional as a regular '73). This suggestion is also
given by Rav Elyashiv in (0'n 'ny 1"n) Nnaw Nnnwn and is how the (T7-7"9) nawa naw npYn
passkins. The (23-T'w) qoI* VIR (20) passkins that it is best to open the cans before Shabbos, but if
you forgot you are allowed to open them normally on Shabbos. In the footnote, he explains that his
father, Rav Ovadya Yosef, used a couple of n'on'x to be 7'jpm. Firstly, the majority of the DI1wX hold
like Rashi that there is no prohibition of na1al "NI0 with regards to 0'7> (as the X2 passkined, quoted
in T"70 2"1wn) and if the S”A would have seen all of those D1IWX he would have surely been lenient.
Additionally, even if the prohibition of n1'nol |12 applies to 07, tin cans are considered '‘pnom or
NI7nin and opening them on Shabbos is permitted.

5See also Nt 0 n"T T — nw o "N and the (n"opo V") "wWW in the name of RSZA.
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Bottom line halacha: Everyone agrees that it is best to open cans before Shabbos. Additionally,
if you plan on reusing the can for a different purpose, everyone agrees you are not allowed to open it on
Shabbos. However, if you are unable or forgot to open it before Shabbos and you plan on throwing it out
after the contents are finished, it is best to first (carefully) puncture a hole in the bottom of the can and
then open the top (though those who open the tin can in a regular fashion have upon what to rely). The
Sephardi posskim write that puncturing a hole in the bottom is not necessary and one can open a can in
a regular fashion if he forgot to open it before Shabbos. As usual, ask your LOR for your final psak.

C. Opening Cans of Coke and other Soft Drinks

In this section, we will discuss the halachic issues that arise when opening a can of soda (see
video for sections C-D: bit.ly/SCPcans). As in the previous section, we will go through the six possible
prohibitions listed in section A and see if they apply to the opening of these types of cans on Shabbos.

2nI0: The opinions discussed in the previous section concerning (YN0 are relevant to cans of soda as
well. According to the TIT? nnn, opening a can is a violation of ANI0, but RSZA and the WX |ITh say
that opening sealed cans is not a prohibition of "n10, either because the cans have the status of a
nInIn/'pnoin (RSZA), or because when the can is sealed it is not considered a 73 since you cannot
access its contents (U'R |ITN).

MIA: The opinions concerning M for soda cans are also similar to those concerning canned foods.
According to the w'X [ITN, opening the can is a prohibition of NiIa since you are making it into a
functional "72. RSZA argues that a can is already considered a "> and opening it does not make it into a
172. Rav Moshe suggests that cans have the status of ni'7nin (the date leaf basket) where opening them
is not a prohibition of nia.

NN9 N"Yy: According to RSZA, there is no prohibition of NN N"'wy with cans of Coke since the
prohibition of N9 Nn"wy applies only if you make a nice opening with intention to reuse it in the future
(thereby perfecting the 1"23). But a can of Coke is not used multiple times and your intention is not to
perfect the can, but merely to access its contents. (This would also apply to larger beer cans that take
longer to consume, since you do not intend to make a nice opening, and they too are not used for
extended periods of time since the fizz leaves the can).

VI2: The prohibition of vIj? does not apply, either because cans are considered Ni7nin, or because the
prohibition of y1Ij? does not apply to hard material.

1nnn: Rav Elyashiv (21) quoted in the (n-2') Naw NINTKX passkins that although there is not a definite
prohibition of NN n"wy for a can since it is disposable (and you are not creating an opening for the
sake of reuse), there is a separate issue JNNN — precise cutting. The opening of a can is specifically
designed to dispense the perfect amount of soda, and when you open the can you are cutting the can to
that precise measurement which is forbidden. As mentioned in section A, the Nn"'70 25w n'o 2"1wn
writes that the prohibition of Jnnn applies even to hard material such as wood and metal. RSZA (22) in
(2-2"n) Nn7w nnn argues that most people do not care about the exact shape and size of a can’s
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opening and they would not mind if the manufacture made it a bit larger or smaller (in fact, the size of
the can’s opening has changed over time, see Wikipedia). The consumer is opening the can where it is
most convenient and is not thinking about the size and shape of the opening. Therefore, there is no
prohibition of \MNN when opening a can on Shabbos. RSZA concludes that opening a can of soda is
permitted on Shabbos.

7nm: The prohibition of erasing does not apply to opening soda cans since they do not have writing on
the lid.

What emerges from this analysis is that a can of soda is mostly similar to a tin can except for the
issue of Y\NNN, which only applies to a can of soda. Therefore, according to RSZA, opening a can is
permitted since none of the 6 prohibitions apply. Although Rav Moshe says that cans have the status of
NI7NIN, he passkins that it is best to refrain from opening these containers on Shabbos. The w'x |ITn and
Rav Elyashiv prohibit the opening of a can on Shabbos either because of na1a (the w'x |ITN) or because of
nnn (Rav Elyashiv).

In the previous section, we saw that RSZA said that in order to open canned foods on Shabbos, it
is best to make a hole in the bottom of the can and then open the top to be wwin for the opinion of the
WIN [ITN that opening a 72 is a prohibition of nia. If so, why didn’t RSZA say the same with a can of
coke? Isn’t it better to make a hole in the bottom and then open the top, just like the tin can? The
(n'7-1"19) nawa naw n'n (23) explains that making a hole in the bottom of a tin can was
recommended because it is not considered making a ''7> and is also not considered Nnn® n"wy, since you
still cannot access the contents of the can. When you finally open the can from the top, it is now not
considered to have made a '"7), since there is already a hole on the bottom of the container. However,
opening a small hole on the bottom of a soda can, which allows you to access all the contents of the can,
is considered making an opening that creates a "72.5 Therefore, there is no added benefit to make a hole
in the bottom of the can, and RSZA allows opening it in its normal way.

Bottom line halacha: RSZA allows opening soda cans on Shabbos, while Rav Moshe, the w'x |ITh
and Rav Elyashiv forbid. The (20-T'w) qoI' vip'r (24) allows opening a soda can on Shabbos, but adds
from his father, Rav Ovadya Yosef, that it is best not to fully open the tab (which avoids the issue of
7NNn as explains in the (66 'vin :1"9 - X"n) Nnawa naw n').

D. Opening Milk Carton with Folded Spout

In the 1990’s, most milk cartons were made with a pull-out paper spout where the milk carton
was glued on top and you had to pull the flaps apart and then pull out the spout in order to open it.
Today, many milk cartons have a plastic cap on them, but almost all of the small milk cartons and
chocolate milks are still made with the folded spout. Are you allowed to open these milk containers on

6 See also (a7 'vin 1"912-n"9) NNdN2 NNND N'® who argues and says that making a small hole on the bottom is not
considered NN N"wy or making a *72 since it is not the normal way to open a can.
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Shabbos? This question is also relevant for those who do not open plastic caps on Shabbos. Are they
allowed to open the carton the “old fashioned way” by pulling the flaps apart?

2n10: A milk carton is considered a nI7nin/'pnoin (since it is thrown out after use, see >"ww (13)), to
which the prohibition of na12 and AN10 do not apply. Even if a milk carton is considered a full fledged 73,
opening it is not a violation of 1NI10 since you did not destroy the "72. On the contrary, all you did was
open a reusable lid that was glued shut. This is in contrast to a tin can, where the TIT? n7nn felt that
opening it is considered destroying it since the lid was molded to the body of the can and can no longer
be used.

MIa: Milk cartons are considered a Ni7nin/'pnom where there is no prohibition of N1ia. Even if the milk
carton is considered a "', there is still no issue of N2 when separating the flaps and pulling out the
spout since it is considered a full-fledged 7> with a sealed opening where opening it is not considered
“creating a "72”. Rather might be a problem of nno n"wy, as we will see shortly, but is not in violation
of M1a (see Rav Moshe and Nnaw ninaX ahead).”

NNo N"wy: The S”Ain "2 qwo passkins that you are not allowed to reopen a sealed opening in a barrel
if it is below the sediment, but if the opening was resealed above the sediment you are allowed to
reopen it. The S”A explains that a hole below the sediment is tightly sealed since the weight of the wine
is constantly pushing against it, ensuring that the wine does not drip out. Therefore, the resealing
abolishes its status as an “opening” and opening the seal on Shabbos is in violation of NNS N'wy.
However, a sealed opening above the sediment is not tightly closed since the weight of the wine is not
pushing against it. Therefore, the resealing does not abolish its status as an “opening” and reopening it
on Shabbos is permitted because it is not considered as if you made a new opening. Based in this, Rav
Moshe (25) in (Ny-T"n N"IX) n"1NaX passkins that opening a milk carton is a violation of NN® N"wy —
making an opening for reuse that enables the use of the contents. He explains that the manufacturers
seal it tightly to ensure that the milk does not spill during transport and opening it on Shabbos
constitutes a violation of NN N"wy. When intentionally opening a milk carton in the regular fashion
(when there are other ways to open the carton without creating a nice opening), you are perfecting the
carton by creating a nice, useable spout, which is in violation of nno nwy.8 The 'vin 1"9) Nnaw ninx
(7" (26) argues and says that there is no prohibition of nN9 N*'wy or N2 when opening a milk carton
because the lid is only lightly sealed with glue and never lost its status as an opening. (It is more similar
to a sealed opening on the top of the barrel (above the sediment), which never loses its status of an
opening.) In his opinion, only opening a tin can (or soda can), which is completely molded together, can
possibly violate the prohibitions of nN® n"wy and niia. But the more modern milk cartons, which have
a cap on them, are most likely sealed very tightly on top and opening it by pulling the tabs apart may be
a violation of NN9 N""wy according to the Naw NiNX.

VIIR: The n">jpo A™wn writes that cutting the leather on top of a barrel is permitted as long as you do
not make a spout out of the leather. This is understood based on what we mentioned in section A. that
ripping with some sort of benefit is prohibited (such as ripping out of anger to calm you down).

7 See (NW 'ny) NIAIWN 709 where some hold that opening a milk carton may be a violation of NN® Nnwy.
8 See the next section in the "nno nuwy" paragraph, where R’ Dovid Feinstein explains that Rav Moshe held that
the prohibition of NN9 N"wy applies to a milk carton even if it is considered ni7nin.
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Therefore, pulling apart the tabs of the milk carton is in violation of y1Ij7 since you are ripping for the
purpose of making a spout. This is the approach taken by Rav Ribiat in (837 'ny) nipx'n 0"7 190.
However, ripping a hole on the side of the milk carton (not in the place of letters) is permitted based on
the w'R ITN. The (a'-X1) WX 1ITN (27) asks why ripping the leather top of a barrel is permitted (when
you are not making a spout) if you are transgressing vij7. The 'R |ITh answers that since your intention
is to retrieve the wine and it is done in a destructive manner, it is not considered vnij7. Therefore,
creating a destructive hole in a milk carton is not in violation of v1ip.

RSZA (28) in (n:T- T'W) Nn7w |N71W argues on the X"ITN that ripping the leather off the barrel is
permitted without concern for V17 because it is similar to nI7nin where the wrapper and packaging is
202 to food. Just like there is no violation to rip the food, there is also no violation to rip the wrapper.®
He continues that all the modern-day packages and wrappers that are thrown out after use are only
meant to transport the food and ripping them is permitted, since they all have the status of ni'7nin
where they are 702 to the food. This view of RSZA is also quoted in (2"'j70 0"9) >"ww. Therefore, there
is no issue of VI when ripping a milk carton. The problem is that there are other locations where RSZA
seems to contradict himself by discussing whether the prohibition of VI applies to modern day
wrappers and packaging (see for example n"7j70 3"70 ,2"70 N'7'NN >"ww among other places). Rav
Chanan Cohen, the author of the naw |m2 and longtime student of RSZA, told me (as mentioned above)
that RSZA was vacillating throughout his life about the halachic status of the various types of
contemporary packaging and whether one is allowed to open them on Shabbos. Ultimately, he felt that
all the modern-day packages (both plastic and cardboard) are all considered ni7nin, where the
prohibition of vy does not apply, and all the comments of RSZA discussing the potential violation of
V117 when opening packages were written before he concluded that all modern-day packages and
wrappers are considered Ni7nin.

Rav Chaim Pinchas Scheinberg (see below, section F., in the square brackets) also argues against
the X"ITN that the reason there is no issue of Y1Ij is since the prohibition of v1Ij? applies only to material
that was sealed to remain that way permanently. But here, the manufacturer sealed the milk container
with intent that it be opened by the consumer as soon as possible.

Qnnn: There is no prohibition of yNNn since you are not detaching anything and you do not care about
the exact measurement of the flaps.

7nm: There is no prohibition of 7nm since milk cartons do not have writing on the parts of the flaps that
are torn apart.

To summarize, according to Rav Moshe opening milk containers is forbidden because of n"wy
NN, while according to the Naw NiINTX there is no prohibition of NN N"'wy. According to Rav Ribiat,
the prohibition of vnIj7 applies when opening the flaps in their regular way, but RSZA and Rav
Scheinberg hold that opening it normally does not violate v1ij.

Bottom line halacha: Opening a milk carton in the normal way is forbidden on Shabbos
according to Rav Moshe. However, making a makeshift hole in the top or side of the carton is permitted

9 A n"791 between the w'x [ITN and RSZA would be opening a barrel by ripping the leather with intent not to drink
the wine, where the w'x [ITh would forbid and RSZA would allow.
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according to all since Y117 does not apply in such a situation (see W' |ITn (27) and (T-2"'9) Naw NINKX),
and nno n"wy does not apply since you are making a “bad” opening (but Ashkenazim should be careful
not to rip letters). According to RSZA and Rav Scheinberg, there is no prohibition of ya1j7 when opening
the milk carton in the regular way (though they might still forbid like Rav Moshe due to the issue of
NN N"wy). It should be noted that the (1:7"29- 2"n) J1"¥"? "N explicitly allows opening milk cartons in
the regular way.

E. Opening Milk Bags

In Israel and in Canada, much of the milk is sold in plastic bags. Are you allowed to open these
bags on Shabbos?

N2 ,NI0: A milk bag is considered a 'pPnoin (see Nn7w |N71W below) or even NI7NIN (see NAW NINX
1"'70-2"9 and the conclusion of RSZA as mentioned in the previous section) where the prohibition of
[12 and N1'NO do not apply (see also beginning of Section G for another reason given by Rav Moshe).

NNo N"'wy: The S”Ain 'R q'W0 passkins that making a nice opening is forbidden even in a 'pnoin. Based
on this, RSZA in (N:7-T'W) Nn"W [n'1W (29) passkins that although a milk bag is considered a '‘ppnoin,
cutting a nice sized hole is a violation of NN N"wy since you are perfecting the bag by creating a nice,
reusable opening. Rav Chanan Cohen, the author of naw |12 (quoted above), says that RSZA in his later
years passkined that milk bags (and all modern packages/wrappers) are considered ni7nin.
Nevertheless, in his yet to be published updated book, Rav Chanan Cohen (30) writes that RSZA agrees
that the prohibition of nn9 n"'wy still applies to Ni7niN. This is also evident from the 21"70 >"ww who
quotes RSZA as saying that modern day packages including milk bags are considered ni7nin, yet one still
needs to be careful not to make a nice reusable opening in them. Thus, it would be permitted to open
milk bags only when forming a smaller than usual (or larger than usual) opening. The naw |2 also
guotes from Rav Dovid Feinstein, who believed that his father, Rav Moshe, also felt that the prohibition
of Nnno nmyy applies to NinIN. Rav Dovid explains that the basis for his opinion is from a suggested
resolution to two contradictory NiaIwn of his father. In 20j7-X"n Rav Moshe writes that |*Tn Y'vn all
containers have the status of ni7nin, but in 7"'n he writes that opening a milk carton is prohibited
because of NN® n"wy. But if a carton is considered Ni7nin, shouldn’t you not be allowed to make a nice
opening? Rav Dovid answered that Rav Moshe held that there is still a prohibition of N9 Nn"wy in
ni7nin.* The resolution to this discrepancy in Rav Moshe is cited in (n¥ |n'0) D2 NMMaTI N"IW.
Therefore, opening a milk carton and making a nice hole in a milk bag is a violation of nN® n"wy even
though a milk carton/bag is considered ni'7nin.

This is different than the case of the tin can, where the Nnn7w |n71W said that opening it with a
can opener (thereby creating a nice opening) is permitted even though you will be using the opening
again (until you finish the contents of the can). The reason for the difference is that when opening a can,
your intention is not to make a nice opening and the size of the cut is predetermined by the opener. In

0 See also (38 'vn 'w 'ny) NiaIwn '70o.
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other words, since there is no other way to properly open the can, it is not viewed as if you intended to
make a nice opening. However, with regards to a milk bag there are many different size openings that
can be made. If you deliberately choose to create a nice sized hole with intention to reuse that hole as
you finish the milk bag over time, you are perfecting the bag, which is a violation of NN n"wy. RSZA
(29) adds that in a Yeshiva, (or any situation) where the milk is finished fairly quickly and you will not
reuse the opening over a period of time, you are allowed to make a nice opening in the milk bag. The
reason is that the prohibition of NN N"wy is when you are perfecting the bag by making a nice opening
for the sake of reuse, but if you will quickly empty the entire bag, your opening did not enhance the bag
or opening. Rather, your action is viewed as emptying the contents of the bag and not perfecting it.
RSZA concludes that one should make sure to open his milk bag before Shabbos to avoid these issues.

VI7: According to RSZA's final pssak mentioned above, there is no prohibition of yij7 with milk bags
since they are considered NI7niIN that are 701 to the milk. However, the (2™70-2"'9) Nnaw ninx (31)
argues that even though a milk bag is considered nI7nin, nonetheless there is still a prohibition of yIp
when you care about the size of the opening. In other words, there is no prohibition of v11j7 when you
tear apart the date-branch basket since it is viewed as a fruit peel, but if you tear it in a way that shows
you care about the size and shape of the tear, you are in violation of vij7. If you tear the bagin a
destructive manner, there is no prohibition of y1Ij7 (as quoted from the X"ITh in the previous section).

2nnn: The prohibition of 9nNN does not apply because you do not care about the exact size of the piece
that is being removed. The (2"j701 Xow 'ny) Naw NINAX (32) explains that \nnn is only forbidden if
you care about the exact measurement of the cut, but if you are cutting an object and do not care about
the exact size, it is permitted even if you want to specifically cut a small piece. Therefore, cutting the
opening of a milk bag is not a violation of \nNn even though your intention is to cut a small piece,
because you do not care about the exact size of that small piece and it does not bother you if it comes
out a bit smaller or bigger.!!

7nm: Milk bags do not have wordings towards the top of the bag and the prohibition of j7nin does not
apply.

To summarize, making a nice hole in the milk bag is forbidden according to RSZA due to the
prohibition of N9 n"wy. The Nnaw niNTX forbids because of vij.

Bottom line halacha: RSZA says in (n-T) nn7w |n71W that it is better to open a milk bag before Shabbos.
If you forgot or were unable to open it before Shabbos, opening a milk bag in the regular way is
forbidden. RSZA writes that if the bag will be finished immediately, there is no prohibition of making a
nice opening. Additionally, you are allowed to make a smaller than usual hole (and some suggest a larger
than usual hole).’? The naw ninaX would only allow opening the bag in a destructive manner such as
ripping it with your teeth. In such a situation, there is no issue of NN N"'wWy because you are creating a
bad opening and there is no prohibition of y1Ij7 because you are tearing it in a destructive manner. It
should be noted that the (1:7"29- 2"n) J1'¥? "X allows opening milk bags in the regular way.

1 See other reasons for why 9nnn does not apply in (X"0j70) Naw NiNX and (7 |n'0) 7 n'7na.
12 What is the exact size of this hole? Anything that is smaller or larger than you would normally do because you
are actively showing that you do not care about making a nice opening for reuse.
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Using scissors to open the bag is forbidden for Ashkenazim based on the 2™70 nw n'0 2"1wn
who passkins that you are not allowed to use a 110'X7 INJX'71W 70 when you have other non-n¥j7in
options available (such as a knife).!* The (V-nw) qoI* VI argues on the 2"1wn and allows using a "7
1912 NIX7 NI0'K7 INOKR'MW even if you have a non-nxjpin object easily available. Using this logic, Rav
Ovadya in (T'-0"N) N1y [ITN allows opening milk bags on Shabbos with scissors.

F. Opening Israeli Shoko bags

In Israel, many of the kids’ drinks are packaged in plastic bags. The chocolate milk (shoko) is
packaged in a small plastic bag (similar to the milk bag) and other sweet drinks come in a thicker plastic
packaging with a straw that is inserted into the bag. Are you allowed to open these bags on Shabbos?

N1'Mol [12: There is no prohibition of N'Nol "1a because the bag is used once and immediately thrown
out. This is comparable to the classic case of nI7nin where the packaging was created to transport the
product from one place to the next.

NNO N"'wy: There is no issue of NN9 N"wy with a shoko bag that you are opening with your teeth. There
is also no issue of NN® N"wy when puncturing the bag with a straw or making a nice opening since you
are not intending to reuse the bag as opposed to the regular milk bags, which are reused a number of
times before disposal (where RSZA forbids making a nice opening).

V1: The prohibition of yi does not apply when opening a shoko bag because the bag is considered
Nni7nin. Even when making a nice opening in the shoko bag, the (1"0j70 1"'9) Naw NINX writes that
there is no prohibition of y1Ij7 because you are not intending to make a nice sized hole. Since you plan
to dispose of it immediately after use, you do not care about the size of the opening (as opposed to the
regular milk bags).

annn: The prohibition of 9nNN dose not apply since you do not care about cutting an exact size.

7nm: The halacha for Ashkenazim is that one must be careful not to cut the writing on the packaging,
although most of these drink bags do not have wording near the opening.

Bottom line halacha: Opening shoko bags or plastic drink bags with a straw is permitted on Shabbos
when making sure not to cut any letters (see (N-2"'9) Naw NINKX).

13 However, if the scissors do a better job cutting than your knife, you would be allowed to use the scissors.
Additionally, even if the knife cuts as well as the scissors, you would still be allowed to use the scissors if the knife
is in a different room and the scissors are easily accessible. See Rav Moshe in 2:x3-n"n N"IX n"Nax (discussed in
the SCP notes to Siman 308) that if it is a burden to find a "' INDX'7NW 73, you are allowed to use the "7

1912 IX7 V0'RY IMOX'MWY.
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G. Opening Plastic Bags of Chips, Cereal and Other Wrappers

Many of the snacks, and almost all types of chips, that are currently on the market are packaged
in disposable plastic bags. Are you allowed to open these bags on Shabbos? Is there a difference
between a small bag and a large “party sized” bag? Are you allowed to open a bag of cereal (inside an
open cereal box)? Are you allowed to open the plastic wrapper around an ice popsicle stick? Are you
allowed to pull the plastic tab that opens the plastic packaging of baby wipes? To better understand the
halachic issues of opening these bags, see the video on how these packages are created in the factory:
bit.ly/SCPchips. As in the previous sections, we will address the 6 possible prohibitions that one might
transgress when opening a plastic bag.

ANI01 NIA: The prohibitions of N2 and A0 do not apply to flimsy bags of chips because they clearly
have the status of a '7nom or ni7nin. Additionally, Rav Moshe (33) in (I-20i7 |n'o X"n n"IX) n"Nax
passkins that there is no prohibition of D751 n'NoI |12 with regards to clothing and soft material. |12
N1'Mol with regards to 070 only applies to 0"'72 made of strong material such as wood, metal or pottery
that create an air space between their walls, but there is no prohibition of n1'nol |12 on soft materials
that naturally collapse. Therefore, the prohibition of "n10I N1 does not apply to soft plastic.

nNo Nn"'wy: As mentioned with the opening of a milk bag, RSZA passkins that making a nice opening for
the sake of reuse is a violation of the prohibition of nn® n"wy (even for NiYNin) because you are
perfecting the bag for the sake of reuse. However, we saw that RSZA rules that in a Yeshiva or at a
simcha, where the bag will be finished within a short amount of time, you are even allowed to make a
nice opening since the prohibition of nN® N"wy applies only if you plan to reuse it. Therefore, there is
no prohibition of NN N""'wy when opening any bag of chips that will be finished right away. In contrast,
making a nice openings in bags that will be used over a few days such as opening the tab on a baby
wipes package that creates a nice oval opening, opening a tissue box that creates a nice opening for the
tissues to dispense one at a time, or deliberately making a nice small opening in the corner of the cereal
bag or an Osem bag of soup crotons for the contents to slowly pour out is a violation of NN n"wy
because you are creating a nice opening, thereby perfecting the bag for the sake of reuse. If you open
these bags in a manner showing that you are not trying to create a nice opening, it is not a violation of
NN n"wy. Therefore, completely opening the top of the cereal/crotons bag from the top or opening
the baby wipes from the side is permitted because you are going out of your way to show that you are
not creating a nice opening.

What is the halacha with regards to other bags of foods that are usually fully opened on the top
such as a large party sized bag of chips that will take you a few days to finish? Do we consider it as if you
are making a nice opening for the sake of reuse, or since you are opening the entire opening it is not
considered as if you are deliberately making a nice opening? The S”A in "I Qo passkins that removing
the top of a barrel is permitted if your intention is to easily remove the contents and not to make a nice
hole. The reason is because you are not improving the barrel, but on the contrary, you are ruining it (as
it cannot be reused normally in this state). Similarly, in our case, fully opening the bag is not a violation
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of NNS N"wy as you are ruining the bag by fully opening it and your intention is only to access the food
and not improve the opening.*

VIIR: According to RSZA that all packages have the status of NnI7nin, opening bags on Shabbos is not a
violation of yIp. However, according to the naw ninX who held that vy could apply to ni7nin (see
section E) and according to what RSZA initially felt that bags are considered a '7noin, we need to first
study how plastic bags are created and filled in production in order to determine whether opening bags
would be permitted (see video above). In almost all factories, there is a long plastic sheet that is
wrapped in a circle to create a hollow tube. When the chips are ready to be bagged, the tube is sealed at
the bottom by compressing the two sides of the plastic sheets together, after which it is filled with the
exact amount of chips and then sealed on top by compressing the opening of the bag. When the bag is
sealed (by compression) on top, it also seals the bottom of the next bag and then a knife cuts the seal in
the middle, leaving the bottom bag sealed on top and the top bag sealed on the bottom. This process is
also used with milk bags, but opening a plastic bag of chips or a cereal bag differs from opening a bag of
milk. A bag of milk is opened by completely removing a small piece of plastic in the upper corner of the
bag, while opening a plastic bag of chips or a cereal bag is opened by separating the two sides of the bag
that were glued or fused together. Concerning the latter case, RSZA is quoted in (X">j70 0"9) >"ww (34)
as saying that there is no prohibition of Y117 when opening a bag in the regular way on Shabbos. This is
based on the n"nj70 nw n'0 A"™wn who writes that you are allowed to separate paper that mistakenly
got glued (or fused) together. This is because the prohibition of ynij applies only if you separate
something that was sewn or stuck together with intent to remain there permanently, but separating
something that was only mistakenly glued together is not a prohibition of y1ijp. Similarly, RSZA rules that
something glued together with intention to be opened shortly thereafter by the consumer is not
considered “sewn together”, and opening it is not considered VnIj7. Therefore, opening a bag in the
normal manner is permitted according to RSZA even if the bag is not treated as ni7nin, or if v is still
prohibited for niYnin, because it was sealed with the intention of being opened as soon as the
consumer is ready to use it. This is also how the (7:72 2"N) JI'¥"7 X approaches the issue of VI in this
case.

[Optional: The prohibitions of 1'nni "wij? — knotting and unknotting — are similar to the
halachos of y1Ip1 N9IN — sewing and ripping. Only knots that are tied with intent to remain long-lasting
(xn? 7w) are forbidden to tie and untie, and the prohibition of yij also only applies to items that
were sewn together in this manner.'® With regards to W7, and subsequently with regards to 191N,
there are differing opinions of how to define “long-lasting.” The Rama in X-T'W |N'0 writes that
something that was tied for a week is considered tied “long-lasting,” while others say that even
something that was tied for a day is included. Therefore, untying or ripping something that was sewn for
a week or 24 hours is a violation of 7'nin and V. If so, how are you allowed to open a bag of chips if
the bag has been sealed for at least a day, and most likely longer than a week? Rav Chaim Pinchas
Scheinberg (35) in ("1 'ay 2'-* :2' M) NN explains that the prohibition of ripping something that was
sealed for a day or a week is only if it was sealed together with the intention of not being opened within

14 See also (2"79) Naw |2 where he writes that a making a “regular opening” (where your intention is not to make
a nice opening) in a '7noIn is permitted.
15 See Rama a-1'w and (T2-NW) NIAIYN 709
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that period of time. However, in our case the manufacturer would prefer to have the consumer
immediately buy the product and open it within a day or before it leaves the factory, it just happens to
be that there no one is present in the factory to buy it. Since the package is ready to be opened
immediately, the packaging is halachically viewed as been being sealed for a few moments, where
opening it even many days later is allowed.]

One could argue that according to the naw ninAX who held that vi could apply to ni7nin,
there is still no prohibition of Y117 when opening bags of chips since they were not closed in perpetuity.
However, the (1"0j70-2"'9) Naw nINX (36) himself does not accept this X120 and offers a number of
reasons to be strict: Some forbid opening even a temporary seal, the Rama did not permit opening it for
the masses, and many times that bag stays sealed for long periods of time. Rav Elyashiv (37) quoted in
(v'7-1") Nnawa naw NN also argues on RSZA and Rav Scheinberg and holds that opening a bag of
chips from its opening on top (i.e., the regular way) is a violation of y1Ij. This is also the opinion of Rav
Falk from Gateshead quoted in (1-0"9) NnnN>N2 NNNO N'o.

As mentioned, the above discussion of RSZA's opinion represents the way he initially felt that
packages might have the status of 'pnoin, where v applies. However, we have also mentioned a
number of times in the previous sections that Rav Chanan Cohen, author of the naw |12 and longtime
student of RSZA, relayed that RSZA ultimately passkined that modern day packages (both plastic and
cardboard) are all considered Nni'7nin where the prohibition of VI does not apply.

To summarize, opening a bag of chips from the top does not violate V1I7 according to the 1Ix
[I'¥7 and Rav Scheinberg since they were sealed temporarily. The naw ninax, Rav Elyashiv and Rav Falk
forbid opening bags of chips from the top because it is in violation of y1Ij7. RSZA ultimately passkined
that all packages today are considered ni?nin where the prohibition of vIj? does not apply, (but the
prohibition of N9 Nn"wy does apply).

Qnnn: The prohibition of 9nNN does not apply since you are not cutting off a piece of the bag, but only
separating sides that were glued together. (Opening a soda can is a question of \nnNn since you are
removing a precise piece of the lid, but with a bag you are only pulling apart two parts that were glued
together or fused together by compression).

There are some packages where towards the top of the bag there is a slight slit to assist in
opening it (such as a big bag of Craisins) and some of these bags even have a resealable Ziplock under
the opening. Is completely removing the top a violation of ynNn? RSZA (38) quoted in (T-0"9) >"ww
held that using the slit to completely remove the top of the bag is not considered qnnn since you do not
care about the exact size that is cut off. Therefore, you are allowed to cut off the top along the indicated
indentation. However, Rav Elyashiv (39) forbids cutting in the intended area because of \nnn and vz
(see (xn-T') nawa Naw nId7N). The same applies to baby wipes that when pulling the tab creates a nice
opening. According to RSZA there is no problem of Jnnn (although there is an issue of NN N"wy if you
will be reusing it and a prohibition of 7nin according to Ashkenazim if you are ripping letters).

7nin: Ashkenazim should be careful not to rip the letters on the packaging, but Sephardim are 7'ym (see
(r:m -2"n) 7 "IR).
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Bottom line halacha: Everyone agrees that opening plastic bags of chips, cereal, baby wipes, and the
like is always permitted if you destroy the bag and do not cut along the letters. If you open it nicely,
RSZA permits if you finish the contents of the bag immediately. If it will take you a few days to finish the
contents of the bag, then it depends on the type of packaging. Fully opening a bag of chips is permitted,
but carefully making a small opening in a cereal bag, or opening baby wipes (that have a nice oval
opening) is prohibited because of N9 N"wy. There is no issue of VI either because the packages are
considered ni7nin (RSZA) or because the opening were not sealed in perpetuity (Rav Scheinberg and the
[I'¥'7 TIX). The Nnaw NINTX, Rav Elyashiv and Rav Falk forbid opening any packaging by separating the
parts that were compressed together due to yIp. Rav Elyashiv adds that opening a package by
removing the top of the bag using the manufactured slit to assist you is forbidden because of \nnn and
vaIp.

Summary chart on next page.

IMnIo - nmia - NNS N"'wy vIp- nnn - nm - Bottom Line
Destroying | Building (wruoa Ndn) Ripping Precise Erasing Halacha
- Making a Cutting
Nice Opening
Cereal Bag, Permitted | Permitted RSZA RSZA Permitted | Ashkenazim Everyone
Baby wipes Forbidden Permitted Rav — careful not agrees
(and other when (ni7nin) Elyashiv — to cut destroying bag
bags that carefully qIX opening letters is permitted
are not fully making a nice | |I"¥'?/Rav baby when not
opened) opening for Scheinberg wipes is cutting letters,
reuse, but if Permitted forbidden RSZA allows
you cut along | (temporarily when
the entire top sealed) completely
of bag NINIX opening top
permitted naw/Rav
Elyashiv -
Forbidden
Bags of Permitted | Permitted Permitted RSZA Permitted | Ashkenazim Everyone
Chips (either Permitted — careful not agrees
because you (ni7nin) to cut destroying bag
will quickly qIX letters is permitted
finish the |I'x2/Rav when not
contents and | Scheinberg cutting letters
even if it will Permitted RSZA allows to
take you a few | (temporarily open normally
days, it is still sealed)
permitted if NINX
you naw/Rav
completely Elyashiv -
open the top) | Forbidden
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IO - mia - NN N"'Yy vIp- nnn - inn - Bottom Line
Destroying | Building | (¥'voa ndn) Ripping Precise Erasing Halacha
- Making a Cutting
Nice Opening
Craisins and | Permitted | Permitted Permitted Permitted RSZA - Ashkenazim Rav Elyashiv
Packages (you are (even Rav Permitted | — careful not forbids and
Where Top completely Elyashiv Rav to cut RSZA permits
of Bag is opening top) permits Elyashiv - letters when not
Torn Off because you | Forbidden cutting letters
are not
separating
sides that
are glued
together)

H. Opening Plastic and Aluminum Seals on Yogurt Covers, Coffee Containers etc.

Many of the food products packaged today come with an aluminum or plastic seal to either
maintain the freshness of the product or as proof that the product has not been tampered with. For
example, yogurts, leben, cottage cheese, Pringles, and coffee containers all have an aluminum/plastic
seal to preserve the freshness of the product. Similarly, glass beer bottles have a metal lid/cap that
preserves the freshness of the beer by not allowing the fizz to escape and wine bottles have corks that
do not allow oxygen in and also preserve its freshness. Some orange juice, milk and oil containers have a
plastic ring-tab under the cap that is pulled off by placing your finger through the ring and pulling off the
tab to open the container, see the video on how these packages are created in the factory:
bit.ly/SCPpringlesOJmilk. Children’s apple juice containers have a small tinfoil covering that is opened
with a straw. Are you allowed to open these products on Shabbos? Additionally, there are bottles of
wine, vodka and some herring containers that have an additional plastic or aluminum cover around the
cap/lid to ensure the product has not been tampered with. These tamper-proof linings are usually
perforated to assist in their removal. Are you allowed to tear these open on Shabbos? Are you allowed
to cut them along their perforated lines?

In order to address the above cases, we need to learn two 0'9'V0 in the S”A. The S”Ain "a g'vo
teaches that you are allowed to make a hole in a resealed section of the barrel (i.e., in an opening of a
barrel that was sealed) if the sealed hole is above the sediment (as taught in "2 9'v0), and this may be
done even using an instrument that is specially designed for making holes. The 1"'70 2™wn writes that
we learn from the S”A that you are allowed to remove a cork from a glass bottle even by using a bottle
opener because you are not making a new hole, but rather you are just opening one that was
temporarily sealed. The S”A in "I 9o teaches that you are allowed to completely cut off the top of a
barrel because it is evident that you are not making a nice opening for the sake of reuse. Rather, the big
opening makes the removal of the barrel’s contents more convenient. The 2">j70 2™ awn explains that
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the S”Ais only referring to a '7noin where there is no prohibition of n1'Mol |12, but removing the top
of a full-fledged barrel is prohibited because of "nI0. The 2"1wn explains that when the S”A forbids
removing the top of a full-fledged barrel, that is only if you are cutting off part of the barrel itself
(thereby destroying it), but completely removing the lid is always permitted even from a full-fledged
barrel. In addition to the two D'9'v0 mentioned in the S”A, a third relevant case is mentioned in the
n">j70 2™awn, where he quotes the XN'"12 that tearing the leather lid off of a wine barrel is also
permitted. We can derive from these three cases that uncovering an existing opening that was sealed
(i.e., removing a cover) is permitted on Shabbos and not in violation of NnN® N"'wy.

N0 ,NMIA: According to RSZA and the W' |ITN, the prohibitions of "N101 N112 do not apply to containers
of yogurt, leben, cottage cheese, orange juice, milk and oil since they are considered a 7> and the lid
just covers that ''72. Even the X"ITn would agree to this because he only said that tin cans lose their
status of a "72 when the top is molded on, but with the above products it is evident that they are n''7>
that were later covered. Therefore, opening them does not violate the prohibition of anior na.

NNS N"'Wy: With regards to tearing the aluminum or plastic tamper-proof lining around bottles of wine
and vodka, there obviously is no prohibition of nMo N"'wy since you are not making any opening.

With regards to removing the yogurt, leben, and cottage cheese covers, RSZA in nn7v |N71YW
(X0 'vin-nw n'0) (40) holds that there is no prohibition of NN9 N"'wy since it is similar to, and even
better than, the Xn'"1 quoted by the n">j70 2™awn that one is allowed to tear a leather covering in
order to access the contents of a wine barrel. Similarly, there is no violation of nn® n"'wy when opening
a beer bottle because the opening was always there and the cap just covers the opening. RSZA (40) in
(u-T'w) NN7W |N71W writes that it does not make a difference if the covering was added once the "
was built (as in the yogurt, see video) or before the "7 was built (as in the Pringles containers). In both
cases, we view the containers as full-fledged n"73 with lids that were added to them. RSZA also writes
that you are even allowed to open the orange juice, milk and oil containers by removing the plastic pull-
tab because the containers are considered full-fledged n'7> and the plastic pull-tab is just a covering to
an existing opening, similar to the leather seal on a wine barrel (see video where the cartons are created
with a hole and later in the assembly line the caps are added).'® The same would apply to children’s
apple juice boxes where opening it with a straw is permitted because the hole was always there and
only temporarily sealed with tinfoil. Thus, opening it is not considered making a new opening. This is
different than opening a milk bag, baby wipes or a milk carton where the opening is made to the body of
the container and the prohibition of Nn9 n"wy will apply. In contrast, yogurt, orange juice, milk and oil
containers have the plastic lid/tab added after production and are therefore most similar to the case of
removing a lid from on top of a barrel, which is permitted.

VII: In section F, when discussing opening plastic potato chips bags, we saw that Rav Scheinberg, the
[I'¥7 TIX, and RSZA said there is no prohibition of y1Ij? since the manufacturer temporarily sealed it until
it reaches the consumer. Similarly, in our case of yogurt, orange juice, milk, and oil containers, there is

16 Even Rav Moshe who forbade opening the older style of milk cartons (with the folded tabs that are pulled out)
might permit opening these containers since the containers have a premade opening that is later sealed by a cap,
which never loses its status of an opening, and opening it would be similar to opening a resealed hole above the
DY (see S”A ' 9'Wo).
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no prohibition of y1Iy7 since they were sealed for a short period of time. Alternatively, according to the
Naw |11, RSZA felt that all packages today are considered ni7nin, where the prohibition of y1Ij? does
not apply. Additionally, even the (3"j70 1"'9) Nnaw NINX permits because the covers have no value, are
not reused and compared to the leather covering on the barrel of wine where removing it is permitted.?’
The same would apply to the aluminum and plastic seals on wine or herring containers.

1nnn: Opening the yogurt is not in violation of ynNn since it is similar to removing a leather cover from
the barrel. Tearing aluminum foil that covers wine is also not Y\nNn because you do not care about the
size of the cut. However, with regards to opening orange juice, milk and oil containers that have a pull-
tab ring under the cap, the same njpI7nn between RSZA and Rav Elyashiv as we saw with regards to soda
cans is relevant. RSZA quoted in (7"2j70 0"9) >"ww (38) and in (2*-2"N) Nn7w NN (22) (mentioned
above) holds that you are allowed to pull the tab in order to open your drink because you do not care
about the exact size of the opening. Rav Elyashiv in (91-1 75 'vin-T') nawa naw nidvn writes argues
that pulling the ring tab violates the prohibition of 9nnn because you are cutting to an exact
measurement.

With regard to cutting along the perforated line of aluminum or plastic covers on vodka, herring
covers, and other such packaging even Rav Elyashiv would agree that there is no prohibition of ynnn. In
(70 'vin 1) nawa naw NId7Nn, Rav Elyashiv says that the prohibition of JnnNn is only if the precise cut is
creating something useful. In our situation, nothing is being created from the tearing of a tamperproof
seal, and since it gets immediately thrown into the garbage, cutting along the perforated lines is
permitted. (In contrast, opening a can of coke, pulling the ring-tab on under the cap of the OJ or a milk
bottle, and even cutting a piece off of a milk bag there is a question of JnNn since the packaging is being
improved by the precise cut.)

@nm: According to Ashkenazi practice, one must be careful not to cut the letters on the yogurt lid,
especially on the aluminum/plastic tamperproof wrappers commonly found on the lids of wine and
vodka. (If the only way to open the tamperproof plastic wrapper is by ripping through letters, see below
in section K.)

Bottom line halacha: Tearing the tamper-proof wrappers on wine, vodka and herring packages is
permitted even when tearing along the perforated lines (as long as you do not cut through words).
Similarly, opening the plastic/aluminum lid of yogurts, glass beer bottles, cottage cheese, coffee or
puncturing a hole in a children’s apple juice container is allowed. Removing the cork from a bottle of
wine is also permitted. Opening orange juice, milk and oil containers by pulling a plastic ring-tab that is
under the cap is permitted according to RSZA and forbidden according to Rav Elyashiv.

7 The (X">0 2"'9) Nnaw nINX for the halacha regarding a situation where you plan to reseal the yogurt with the
lid.
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I. Opening Cardboard Boxes on Shabbos (Cereal and Matzah boxes)

N0l Mia: Cardboard cartons of cereal, crackers, cookies, and matzah boxes are sealed by gluing the
two flaps together, one on top of the other. Since these boxes are disposed of after use, according to
many posskim they are considered a '7noin where the prohibition of Ani0I N112 does not apply, and

according to the naw |"12’s understanding of RSZA they are all considered ni7nin.

NN N"Wy: RSZA (42) quoted in the (N"7j70-0"9) >"WW says that there is no prohibition of NN Nn"'wy
since the cardboard box is viewed as already being a ''7> prior to being opened. The flaps are
consequently treated as a covering to a preexisting opening, such that reopening it is permitted and not
a violation of N9 n"wy. The reason it is viewed as a 72 with a resealed opening is because the bottoms
of the boxes are sealed with a strong glue (making it a ''72), while the upper flaps are then joined
together with a weaker glue to allow an easy opening (making it a resealed opening). Rav Moshe in
(ny-T"n) n"Nax (quoted above) says that opening the older milk cartons (with the folded flaps) is
considered NN9 N"wy since the opening of the carton was nullified when the lid was sealed and
reopening is in violation of NN N"wy. Rav Moshe might say that the same applies to opening a
cardboard box, i.e., that it loses its status of an opening once the flaps are glued together, and opening it
is a violation of NN N"wy.

VI7: According to RSZA (42), there is no prohibition of vz if you rip the top of the cardboard box in a
destructive manner since it is similar to ripping the leather on top of a barrel. According to the |12
naw’s understanding of RSZA, any form of ripping is allowed since all these boxes have the status of
NI7nin and you are only ripping them to gain access to the food. The (T-2"'9) naw niINIX (43) argues
and says that opening a carton (or Israeli sugar that is packaged in strong paper and folded at the top,
creating tabs that are glued one on top of the other) is in violation of 1. In the footnote he explains
that there is no issue of NN N"WY since we view these packages as a "7 whose lid was glued shut (i.e.,
the opening was never nullified). Yet, since these packages are glued shut for over a week, opening
them violates v1Ij. He explains that although the packages are considered ni7nin, there is still a
prohibition of y1Ij? when you are ripping them in a way that will allow you to reuse them (i.e., your
ripping is creating a benefit (the reuse of the ni7nin) that is forbidden).

Qnnn: There is no violation of JnNN since you are not ripping anything off and you do not care of the
exact measurements.

7nm: There is no prohibition of 7nm if no letters are ripped in the process of opening the cardboard
boxes.

To summarize, opening cardboard boxes on Shabbos might be a problem of nno nwy
according to Rav Moshe, but RSZA allows since the box never lost its status as an opened 7. All agree
that there is no prohibition of vy if the box is opened in a destructive manner, and according to the
NIV |12 you can even open it in the normal way. But the Naw niNX holds that opening the glued flaps
nicely is a violation of vIj7. Therefore, if you want to eat cereal on Shabbos, according to RSZA you can
just open the top of the box normally (according to the Nnaw |'12) and when you open the bag make sure
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to make a larger than usual opening (such as opening the entire bag) or a smaller than usual opening in
order not to violate the prohibition of nno n'wy.

Bottom line halacha: RSZA (as understood by the naw |"11) allows opening cardboard boxes in the
normal way. Rav Moshe might prohibit because of nn9 n"wy and the naw niN KX forbids because of
V1I7. Opening cardboard boxes in a destructive way, such as totally destroying the box and removing
the contents, is permissible according to all.

J.  Opening Bottle Caps on Shabbos

One of the most famous contemporary Hilchos Shabbos disputes is whether one is allowed to
open bottle caps on Shabbos. In this section we will discuss the opening of two types of caps: Metal
screw-on caps (most common on olive oil, Israeli grape juice, and cheaper wine bottles) and plastic
screw-on caps (common on almost all beverages). In order to understand the halachic issues involved, it
is important to understand how these caps are manufactured, see video: bit.ly/SCPcaps.

ANI0I MIA: There is no prohibition of ANI0I N112 concerning the bottles when removing any of the
mentioned caps since they are full-fledged bottles before the caps were added. There is also no
prohibition of ANI01 N11a concerning the caps since they are considered a 'pnoin that is thrown out
after use.

nno n"wy: We have mentioned many times previously that making a nice opening for the sake of reuse
is prohibited even in a '7noin because of NN N"wy, which violates Xan |pnn (i.e., 'O Ndn) —
perfecting the container. In contrast, the removal of a cap from a bottle is not considered making a new
opening in the bottle since the opening always existed. However, opening the caps might be in violation
of the more global prohibition of w'voa Ndn. The (Tv-"9) n"ann (44) writes that any “completing of a
job s included in w0921 NdN” and the N"70 A™wn explains that "w'09a Ndn" is a general term to
include any action that completes a specific job. The (2-T'w) niaiwn 709 (45) elaborates that non
w091 is violated even if the *72 can be used in its current state and you are just adding final perfections
to it. Additionally, w0921 ndn is violated even if no other NdX'M is transgressed when placing the final
touches on the ". In light of these principles, the n"annX debate whether you are allowed to open a
standard bottle cap since by detaching the cap from the plastic ring underneath it, you create a
functional cap that can be reused. In a long NnaIwN on this subject, Rav Asher Weiss in -X"n) T7wx nnin
(T:n> (46) writes that opening both metal caps and plastic caps is in violation of w'v92 ndn and
forbidden.

However, as shown in the above video, there is a fundamental difference between the way
metal caps are produced and the way plastic caps are produced. According to many posskim, this
distinction has major halachic ramifications. Metal caps start as a flat sheet that is molded into the
shape of a long narrow tube with a perforation towards the bottom that will eventually be cut when
opening the bottle, leaving a ring under the cap. The tube is placed on top of a bottle and then a special
machine twirls the cap around, making indentations in it that fasten it to the bottle. In other words, the
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cap is completed only after it is placed on the neck of the bottle. In contrast, plastic caps are fully
formed, with all the indentations in the cap and with the ring that will be eventually detached once
opened, before being placed on the bottle. The completed cap is then screwed onto the bottle. The
reason why metal caps are finished on the bottle itself is because a fully completed metal cap cannot be
placed on a bottle, but fully formed plastic caps can be placed on the bottle even after they are
completed.

RSZA (47) in (X¥-X"N) Nn7w nnin writes that metal caps may not be opened on Shabbos. He
explains that the caps cannot be used when they are attached to the bottom ring and even if you were
to break the bottle and remove the glass fragments from inside the cap, you would not be able to place
that cap (with the detachable ring still connected) onto another glass bottle (see video). Therefore, the
act of detaching the ring from the cap is what makes the cap usable and is a violation of w'092 ndn.
Elsewhere in (X"*-2"N) nn7w nnan (48), RSZA writes that plastic caps are fully completed and functional
before being placed on the bottles. In other words, plastic caps (with the bottom ring intact) can be used
as caps on any other plastic bottle and the bottom ring is only there to fasten the cap to the bottle and
as a tamperproof seal. If one would remove a cap fully intact from an existing bottle, he could then
easily place it on any other bottle without removing the bottom ring and without it falling off in the
process (see video). Therefore, removing the cap from the bottle and detaching the bottom ring is not in
violation of w'v91 Ndn since the cap was fully functional before this act. The (I-T'w) niaiwn 120 (49)
guotes many DINNX that make the same distinction as RSZA between plastic and metal caps and adds
that since plastic caps can be fully removed from the bottle with the tamperproof ring still intact (albeit
with difficulty), the cap never lost its status as a ''7> when it was fastened onto the bottle. As mentioned,
Rav Asher Weiss above (46) argues on many points that RSZA brings and writes that opening both metal
caps and plastic caps is in violation of w'091 ndn. On the other hand, Rav Ovadya (50) in -2"n) Ny T nIN'
(2n argues on both RSZA and Rav Asher and allows opening even metal caps on Shabbos because all
caps are in essence treated as covers to the bottle and do not lose their status as a cover when they are
placed and molded on the bottle. He concludes that it is best to open metal caps before Shabbos but if
you forgot, you may open them on Shabbos without any hesitation.

VaIe: The prohibition of yij does not apply because both metal and plastic caps are made of hard
material.

Qnnn: RSZA (47) writes in (X*-2"n) Nn'7¥ nnan that there is no prohibition of 9nNn since you do not
care about the exact size of the ring that is being cut off from the cap. Rav Elyashiv (51) quoted in
(r>-1"19) Nawa naw NIdYN writes that although there is no prohibition of w2 Ndn with a plastic cap
(since it is considered a *72 before it is placed on the bottle, as RSZA held), there is a violation of \nNnN
when opening the cap (this is the same reappearing Np17nn between RSZA and Rav Elyashiv that we
have seen before). However, if you do not fully detach the cap from the ring there is no prohibition of
7nnn. The (N>-1"'9) Nnawa naw nid'7a (52) adds that opening a metal cap is in violation of both ndn
v'091 and YNNn, but if you make a small hole in the cap before opening it, you are allowed to open it.
He explains that there is no issue of ¥'091 ndn because you destroyed the cap before it became
functional, and there is no prohibition of \NNn because YNNn is only forbidden when using the cut
pieces, but in our case the punctured cap will no longer be used as a "72. The (n*-0"9) >"ww writes that
puncturing a big hole in the metal cap before opening allows you to open it on Shabbos.
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pnm: If there is writing or a picture on the side of the cap (on the ring and the actual cap), Askenazim
need to be careful not to cut into it. Additionally, if you do not open caps on Shabbos and you puncture
the cap from the top, you need to make sure not to cut any of the wording or pictures on them. (For
example, there is sometimes a picture of a cluster of grapes on the cap of Israeli grape juice bottles.)”

Bottom line halacha: Rav Ovadya allows opening both metal and plastic caps but writes that it is best to
open them before Shabbos. RSZA allows opening plastic caps but not metal caps, Rav Elyashiv and Rav
Asher Weiss forbid opening both metal and plastic caps, Rav Elyashiv forbids because of \nnn and Rav
Asher Weiss forbids because of w0921 ndn. Everyone agrees that you can open caps if you first make a
hole in them (making sure to avoid letters and pictures).

K. Ripping Letters on Packages

When discussing opening the various types of modern-day packaging in the previous sections,
we mentioned multiple times that according to the standard pssak for Ashkenazim, you are not allowed
to rip the letters or pictures on the packaging when opening them. What should you do if there is no
way to open the package without ripping the letters? This is very common with liquor/vodka/wine
bottles that have a perforated plastic tamperproof covering around the cap, with lollipop wrappers that
stick to the lollipop and tear when opening, bags of chips, candy bars, and many other snacks. In this
section we will focus on the prohibition of 7nin as it pertains to ripping the letters on packages and see
if there is any room to be 7'j7n. Since Chazal did not have packages with printed words on them, we will
first learn the X'210 of erasing letters and pictures that were written/designed on top of a cake and then
we will apply these halachos to destroying words and images that appear on packages.

The (.av) maw mawn (53) teaches that two of the nidDX7 V"7 are PnIMI AN — writing two
letters and erasing with intent to write two letters in that place. Rashi explains that when '"12 traveled in
the desert, they would mark the n'wny7 before deconstructing them in order to easily rebuild them at
their next stop. Sometimes they would erroneously mismark the n'wnj? and would need to erase the
mark to correct their mistake. The S”A in 2-nw n'0 passkins based on this that erasing ink thereby
creating a space to write two letters is forbidden if you plan at some point to write there —2"'70 2"1wn.

The qoI' n'a (54) quotes the 21210V1MN D" AN who was asked whether children are allowed to
eat cakes on Yom Tov that have writing on them, since the writing is destroyed in the process. He
responded that you are not obligated to stop a child from transgressing an |12 T 110'X when it is
performed for the child’s own benefit, but actively feeding a child an 2277 110'X is forbidden. Therefore,
you need not stop children from eating the cakes since erasing without intent to rewrite is an 110'X
[2277T, but actively feeding it to them is forbidden. The 21210NN 0" nn implies in his answer that adults
are never allowed to eat a cake with letters on it, and this is precisely how the Rama in 2-n¥ |n'o
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passkins. The T'0j70 A™wn adds that even destroying pictures and images that are on the food is also
forbidden.®

The nTIina yTin (nw n'0) naan 21aT (55) argues on the Rama and allows eating cookies
and cakes that have writing on them. He claims that the A112101nn D" nn only forbade adults from
eating the cake in a specific scenario where the cakes were made to be eaten on the Yom Tov of
Shavous. He explains that eating cakes with writing on them on a regular Shabbos or Yom Tov is
permitted for a combination of reasons: Your intention is not to erase the writing but to eat the food,
you are erasing 71777 10 T2 — in a destructive way without intention to rewrite in that location, and you
are erasing with a '11'w (by biting the food). This is what is called a |222T N2 kWM 7'09 — performing an
action that is inherently permitted (i.e., eating), but its inevitable outcome will transgress a weakened
[227T NI0'R. This form of “erasing” is a weakened prohibition since there are at least two reasons that
lower the erasing to an [2277T 110'X: The fact that it is done 715777 10 T2 and with a "12'w. The N2 77T
continues that the n"nn only forbade adults from eating a cake with words on it on the unique
occasion of Shavous, where cakes were specifically baked with D'j7109 on them to be eaten by children
as a n'7120 that the children will grow up with a passion and sweetness for Torah learning. Adults are
forbidden from eating these cakes since the wording on the cakes was made specifically to be erased
while eating, whereby the act of erasing is not considered 71j77j7 1T (because it is done for the sake of
the n'7120) or a "11'W (since it is meant to be erased when eating). However, other cakes with writing that
is not specifically made to be destroyed while eating (rather, just to stay intact until the cake is
consumed) may be eaten by adults on Shabbos Yom Tov. The 770 2a™wn quotes the N11n 71aT and
says that one may rely upon his opinion when destroying the letters while eating, but destroying or
cutting the wording on the cake before eating is forbidden. The 2">70 |1I'¥n WwW explains that we rely
on the N22n 72T when eating a cake because we are lenient for a 2227 N2 XWN 7'09, especially
when naw 211y (i.e., eating the cake) is involved. If we are to assume that words and images on cakes
have the same status as words and images on packages, it would seem that according to the Rama and
the 2"awn’s ruling (only relying on the 1"naT when eating the letters) destroying letters when tearing a
bag is forbidden since the erasing is happening in a normal fashion (i.e. tearing by hand) before the food
enters your mouth.

The (1,2 7niN-nw) qoli* vIE'?" (56) writes that according to the S”A you are allowed to destroy
letters both on top of a cake and on packages. In the footnote, he explains that there is a general
n717nn between the S”A and Rama whether a KW 7'09 with one [227T 110'X is permitted -- the S”A
permits (in most cases) and the Rama forbids.? Since destroying letters when eating a cake or opening a
package is an |220T 110'X that is being transgressed through a kW' 7'09, the S”A is lenient.

181t should be noted that according to the 1"0j70 2"1wn’s understanding of the Rama, it is only forbidden to erase
letters and images that are written on the cake with other ingredients (such as frosting), but destroying wording
that is embedded in the food and created from the actual dough, as is common with cookies and biscuits that have
the company’s name engraved in the cookies, is permitted. The X"j70 X0 |n'0 X"ITN argues on this, though we will
not delve into this NI7Nn as our discussion is focused on the wording on packages.

19 The topic of 22172 NW'™ 7'09 is a very lengthy and complicated X'a10. There are some places where the S”A is
2'nnn and others where he is 7. Similarly, with the topic of 2277 '\N2 KXW j7'09 there are some places where
the 2"1wn is 7'7n and others where he is 1'ann. There are many way to reconcile the S”A’s and 2"iwn’s approach
but we will not be delving into the details.
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We have assumed in the last two paragraphs that since the Rama forbade eating a cake with
words on it due to 7N, he must certainly forbid ripping packages that have wording on them.
However, it is possible that although the Rama forbids eating a cake with wording on it, he still may
permit ripping a package with words on it. The Rama in (0'7 |n'0) XN N"1w (57) passkins that opening
and closing books that have writing (or designs) on the fore edge (the outer thickness of the pages when
the book is closed), as is common with many library books, is permitted and we do not say that opening
the book is considered 7nm (even though the words on the fore edge are no longer readable) and
closing it is considered ani> (even though the words on the fore edge of the book become readable). He
explains that erasing is only forbidden when destroying letters or words, but separating letters is
permitted. Even splitting a letter in half is not considered j7nin since the letter is in existence and only
the distance of the two papers is separating between them. In contrast, destroying words on a cake is
forbidden since the letters are smeared or destroyed, but cutting a knife through the wording of a cake
and similarly, ripping a package with words and pictures on it is permitted (see also 2"j70 1"'0). The
("o nw) X"an (58) quotes the win'7 who argues, forbidding the opening and closing of books with
words on the fore edge due to pnini An. The ™70 A"™1wn writes that most posskim allow opening and
closing such a book because it is like a door that opens and closes, where we do not view the opening
and closing of the door as building or destroying. In other words, just like opening and closing a door is
not a violation of Ani0I M - building and destroying, since the door is designed to be opened and
closed on a consistent basis, so too, the opening and closing of a book is not considered erasing and
writing. This is different than the reasoning of the Rama, who writes that nin does not apply when
separating a letter in half, even if it is not constantly separated and rejoined.?’ The 2"1wn concludes that
if you have another copy of the same book without writing on the fore edge, it is best to be "mnn like
the X"an and use the book without the writing on it, but otherwise it is permitted to use the one with
writing.

To summarize, the Rama holds that separating letters and images is permitted, the X"an
prohibits, and the 2"awn permits only when the separating and rejoining is happening on a constant
basis. This dispute has tremendous ramifications with regards to ripping through letters on packaging.
According to the Rama, it would seem that there is no prohibition of 7nim when tearing a bag since you
are only separating the word/letters and not erasing them. The X"an would forbid because separating
letters is also considered 7nin. The 2"1wn would also prohibit ripping the letters on a bag because the
leniency of opening and closing a book with writing on the fore edge only applies when the opening and
closing happens on a consistent basis, but a onetime tearing of a bag is prohibited. How do we passkin?

The (x-0"9) 2"ww (59) passkins like the 2"1wn and X"an that you are not allowed to rip through
letters and images on packages. A number of additional details regarding this n27n are discussed by
RSZA. For example, RSZA rules in (N 'vin — nw) nn7w |71 that it is forbidden to erase a design only if it
has significance to it, but cutting packages that have checkered lines as a design is permitted.
Additionally, in the footnote of the >"ww (59), RSZA is quoted saying that only tearing through actual
letters and images is prohibited, but you are allowed to rip in between the letters of a word. Similarly,
when cutting a cake, you would be allowed to cut in between the letters of the word, but not the words

20 See (17 7'99) DNNaX Nnwa who notes as explained here that the Rama’s reason to be ‘7' is different than that
of the 2"1wn. See also ('I n'0— X"N) NAW NINX.
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themselves. RSZA in (T-27) 2"ww (60) adds that for the sake of a sick person, you are allowed to rip
through the letters of packaging. For example, you are allowed to pop an antibiotic pill or other
medicine out of the packaging (if there is no way to get it out without cutting through the letters). In the
footnote, RSZA explains that there is room to argue that just like there is no prohibition of y117 with
regards to Nni7nin,?! there is also no prohibition of pnin. Ultimately, he writes that the n'aNnNX do not
normally allow violating 7nim when opening Ni7nin, though for the sake of sick person there is room to
be 7ym.

In a situation where there is no sick person and you are not sure whether you will rip the letters
when opening the wrapper, are you allowed to attempt to open it or is it better to avoid opening it? The
(" ¢"nTa T 9) |INTw NIxy (61) writes that one should be careful to cut/rip around the letters and
if he then accidently cuts the letters it is ok, because it is considered a [1IDNn 'K 12T and not a {7'09
Nw, The example that he gives is that when peeling an egg, you need to be careful not to cut the
letters that are printed on the egg (which is prevalent in Israel), but if you accidently separated them it is
ok.

Based on everything we have learned, what should be the practical n2'7n concerning opening
modern-day wrappers where letters will certainly be torn, such as the plastic tamperproof wrappers
around some wine, whiskey and vodka bottlers? Are you allowed to open them on Shabbos? It seems
that RSZA only allowed tearing through letters on behalf of the sick but not in other situations. The
("-nw) niuwn 709 (62) writes that 7nTn NwA if there is no way to open the package without ripping
the letters, you are allowed to open it because we can rely upon the opinions that separating letters is
allowed (i.e., the Rama in his N"1W), and even according to those who forbid, there is still room to be
7'’!n since the ripping is a 2277 "N XKW 7'09. He adds that in such a situation it is best to ask a non-
Jew since M1217 N1 is permitted when the transgression transpires through a Xw j7'00.

To summarize, Sephardim allow ripping letters on packages and on food. The Rama writes that
there is no prohibition of 7nm when separating a letter in half, but the majority of Ashkenazi posskim
are Ymnn. RSZA writes that ripping in between letters of a word is permitted and when there is no way
to open packaging without ripping the letters, you are allowed to do so for the sake of the sick. The
NIAIWN 709 writes that PnTn NYw1 you are allowed to open packages even if you are certain that you
will rip through the letters. Lema’ase, ask your LOR.

L. Other Practical Cases That Arise From T'¥ [n'0

In the previous sections we discussed the six possible D™10'X that arise when opening packages
on Shabbos. In this section, we will discuss a few practical cases that were not discussed in the previous
section but are also relevant to the various halachos in this |n'o.

Baby bottle: The S”A in "N Vo0 passkins that making a nice hole in a 7> is a violation of nn® n"wy (i.e.,
w091 NON). He also writes that even expanding an existing hole is a violation of w'092 ndn since you

2 See also (N-nw) nn7w |N71W

- 28 -



\
2

are ultimately perfecting the use of the "72 by making a nice opening. Based on this, the (1-0) >"ww (63)
passkins that cutting a hole in the nipple of a baby’s bottle is a violation of w'091 ndn, and even
expanding an existing hole is also a violation of nno n""wy. However, if the hole gets clogged with food
particles you are allowed to open it, as is explicit in "2 q'vo that only making a new opening is forbidden,
but opening a hole that was clogged is not considered NN n"wy.

Clogged sink and bathroom: As mentioned, the S”A passkins that making a nice openingina " isa
violation of NN® N"wy (i.e., w'091 Ndn). The N"70 A™wn adds that making an opening in the floor of a
house for the water to flow out is a violation of na1a. The (2'-a01 n*-2") >"ww (64) passkins that if your
sink gets clogged or if the toilet is stuffed, 711¥N Nywa you are allowed to unclog it on Shabbos even
with the use of a plunger. In the footnote, he quotes RSZA who gives a few explanations for his leniency.
Firstly, the pipes are viewed as a "72 whose opening got clogged, where removing the blockage is
permitted. Secondly, just like everyone agrees that you are allowed to remove food that is clogging the
opening of a sink, you are also allowed to remove a clog that is lodged deeper in the pipes. Lastly, clogs
in the sink are many times dislodged by the water pressure of the faucet and letting the water run is
certainly not considered “fixing” the pipe, so too, dislodging a clog using a plunger is also not viewed as
fixing. RSZA concludes, though, that one should only rely on this leniency when needed. Rav Moshe in
(to7 - N"IX :2"N) nwn nion allows to Nn7'NN>Y7 dislodge a clogged toilet/sink by using a plunger. Rav
Ovadya (65) quoted in the (1>-T'w) qoI' VI argues on RSZA/Rav Moshe and forbids opening a stuffed
pipe with a plunger both in the sink and in the bathroom and even 7172 701X NnywAa. He explains that
fixing a pipe by using a plunger is a possible XN*IXT 110'X of Y'09] NdnN since you are restoring the use
of the pipe. However, he concludes that if the pipe is partially clogged, you are allowed to fully open it.

Separating yogurts/puddings and cutting toilet paper: Separating yogurts and puddings that are
connected at the lid is a question of \nNN and a NpI'7nn between RSZA and Rav Elyashiv. RSZA (66) in
(a:2-T'w) Nn7w |N71IW writes that separating yogurt containers is not considered 1nnNn since you do not
care about the exact size and you are only separating them where it is convenient. Rav Elyashiv (67)
quoted in (An-T') NAWA Naw NID'7N writes that separating yogurt containers is a violation of \nNn since
you are cutting them to an exact size that is most convenient for you.??

As mentioned at the end of section A, according to RSZA, the prohibition of Jnnn applies only
when you deliberately cut something to an exact measurement, but cutting to an exact size out of
convenience rather than because you care about the exact measurement is not a violation of \nnn. The
MY IN7IY (68) writes that there are many cases where this definition of Jnnn is relevant. For
example, the S”Ain 2'-nw n'0 (as explained by the X"nj70 A"1wn) passkins that cutting toilet paper is a
violation of vIj7 — since you are tearing for the benefit of using the pieces. However, the halacha is that
if one needs to clean himself after using the bathroom and there is no cut toilet paper (and no one to
give you cut toilet paper), you are allowed to cut it with a 'n'w (which lowers the prohibition of yIj? to
an 120T 110'R) because Chazal were lenient and allow transgressing the rabbinic prohibition of vz in a
situation of NN T2, For example, when no precut toilet paper is available, you are allowed to use
your elbows or palms of your hand to cut the toilet paper. RSZA adds that when cutting using a '12'w you
are even allowed to cut on the perforated line since you do not care about the exact length of the toilet

22 RSZA and Rav Elyashiv also disagreed about whether separating them violates the prohibition of '3 [Ij7'n:
According to Rav Elyashiv, it might, while according to RSZA, it does not.

- 29 -



\
2

paper; no one counts the number of squares when they cut the toilet paper.? Similarly, cutting a pill in
half is permitted because you do not care about the exact size of the pill, but only about the amount of
medicine you are ingesting. There are two points that make it evident that you do not care about the
actual size of the half a pill you cut off. Firstly, you would not mind if that half broke into smaller pieces,
and secondly, you would not mind if the pill was cut vertically or diagonally.

Closing and opening bottles and packages with a metal wire: Many champagne bottles come with metal
wires that hold the cap in place, preventing it from popping off if the bottle is accidentally shaken. These
wires are twisted at the bottom and one needs to unwind them to remove the wire and subsequently
remove the cap. Similarly, many bakeries package their bread and cakes in plastic bags with a thin metal
wire (covered with paper or plastic) that is twisted to seal the opening of the bag and unwound to open
the bag. Are you allowed to unwind the metal wire on Shabbos?

The (n-""9) n"ann (69) passkins that twirling strings to make a rope is a violation of WwI7 -
tying, and unwinding them is a violation of 1'nn — untying. The (7-'""9) Nnaw nINX (70) writes that
based on this 0"an0, RSZA forbade twirling the metal wire around a bag of bread if you intend to leave it
sealed for over 24 hours.* Similarly, unwinding a wire that was closed for over 24 hours is a violation of
2'Nn — untying. Therefore, according to RSZA (quoted in T-0"9 >"WW) you are not allowed to unwind
the metal wire around champagne bottles.?®> Rather, you should make sure to unwind it before Shabbos
or try to remove it without unwinding it. If you forgot, you are allowed to cut the wire itself. The ninx
NaY adds that although RSZA forbids opening and closing the wire on cakes and bread if they were
sealed for over 24 hours, he would allow making only one twist in the metal wire around the cakes
because making a single knot on Shabbos is permitted according to all — only double knots are
prohibited. The naw niNTX also quotes Rav Wosner who argues on RSZA and allows twisting and
untwisting metal wires on Shabbos. Rav Wosner explains that the n"ann considers the twisting of strings
to fall under the category of Wwi7 — knotting, only when creating a rope, but twisting strings or wires
together is not considered knotting since no knot was created (knotting is when you run the string
through a loop).

The maw |12 (Rav Chanan Cohen) expressed that this naw niNTX is based on an older version
of the >"ww, but in the (1077 'vin 2y 1"09) D'RiI7nI D' (written by RSZA) on the >"ww, RSZA adds that
the twist-tie is forbidden to open only if it is meant to remain there long-term (this opinion of RSZA also
appears in the third edition of the >"ww). Additionally, there is an issue of 7'nn only if you plan to reuse
the metal wire, but not if you plan to throw it out. He explained that if you are planning to throw out the
metal string (as is the case with the champagne bottles), even RSZA would permit because the metal
string has the status of NnI7nin,?® but if you plan to reuse the metal string (as is the case with a bag of

23 Rav Elyashiv would forbid cutting along the perforated lines because of JnnNN. Some suggest that according to
RSZA it is better to cut along the perforated lines since you are cutting less (there is air in between the
perforation), but when cutting in the middle of the tissue you are ripping along the entire tissue. (Some suggest to
put the toilet paper whole in the toilet and then flush causing the toilet paper to cut by itself.)

24 L eaving a knot tied for over 24 hours is considered a Xn"j7 7w "W —a permanent knot and forbidden.

%5 The X717 of Rav Scheinberg in sections D and G. (that the knot is not considered a Xn' 7¢ Wy since the
manufacturer wants you to immediately open the packaging) does not apply here since the manufacturer prefers
for some bottles to stay closed for their taste to be enhanced, which is beneficial for branding.

2 The (T'-0"9) >"wWwW writes that it is best to cut the wire.
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bread or cakes) it does not have the status of ni?nin (and is more similar to a reusable cap), where it is
forbidden to unwind if it is twisted in perpetuity. If it was twisted to be unwound within a week, you are
allowed to unwind it Tay'T2.

Packages that have rope or string around them: Some packages and boxes have a rope that is tied
around them and some oranges or other fruits are packaged in a bag made of string. Are you allowed to
cut the string on Shabbos? In 'n o, the ni7nin 2"T 7" writes that the prohibition of y1I7 does not
apply to a string that you will not use to sew. The (TV-X') NAW NINAX (71) quotes this 7"n'a in support
of his ruling that cutting a string is permitted if you are not cutting to an exact measurement (i.e., you do
not care about the size) and you are not planning to use it. Therefore, cutting a string around packaging
or the string bag that holds oranges is permitted.

M. Conclusion

B”H, we have had the tremendous zechus to learn these ever so relevant halachos of opening
packages on Shabbos, but what is the halacha if you mistakenly open a package in a forbidden way? Are
you allowed to benefit from the contents of the package? The (12-0"9) >"wWw (72) passkins that you are
allowed to benefit from the contents of the container even if you opened it in a forbidden manner. This
is based upon the consideration that you are only indirectly benefiting from the nox'7n, which many
opinions permit. Furthermore, one can add that the 70 n'w |n'0 A™wn passkins that NIXN Nywa, we
may rely on the X" 2 that everyone is allowed to benefit from ndx'7n that was accidentally transgressed
on Shabbos. Furthermore, even according to the more stringent opinions, there is room to permit
because you are only indirectly benefiting from the nox'm. The (hw 'y T'w |n'0) NIAIYN P09 adds
that whenever there is a Nj717Nn whether something is permitted or not, and you are 1'nann not to do it
you are allowed to ask a |0y (and certainly a non-Jew) to perform the act for you. Therefore, in the
above cases wherever there is an opinion that is 7'n and you yourself are 7'nnn, you are still allowed
to ask a |uj? or a non-Jew to open the package for you.

For your convenance and in order to enable an easy and long-lasting retention of the material, in the
next few pages you will find a summary chart of the cases we discussed above.
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If possible, it is best to open all of these containers/wrappers and packages before Shabbos. If you
forgot or it is not possible, the following chart is a summary of the opinions listed above.

IMnIo - mia - NNS N"wy V- nnn - jnin - Bottom Line
Destroying | Building | (¥'v®2ndn)- | Ripping Precise Erasing Halacha
Making a Nice Cutting
Opening
Tin cans (of TN - xX"ITn - Permitted (not | Permitted | Permitted | Permitted Many permit
tuna, corn, | forbidden | forbidden reusing (doesn’t (md'7n especially if you
hearts of Other RSZA/Rav opening) apply to niv first make a
palm and posskim — Moshe - metal) nawva small hole on
pickles) permit permit prohibits bottom. Ask your
the pull- LOR
tab cans)

Cans of TN - X"Itn — Permitted (not | Permitted Rav Permitted X"1ITn/Rav
Coke, beer | forbidden | forbidden reusing (doesn’t Elyashiv — Elyashiv - forbid
and other Other RSZA/Rav opening) apply to forbidden RSZA- permits
soft drinks | posskim -- Moshe - metal) RSZA- Ask your LOR

permit permit Permitted
Cardboard Permitted | Permitted | Rav Moshe — | Rav Ribiat— | Permitted | Permitted Rav Moshe —
milk carton Forbidden prohibited forbids
with pull N2V NINOKX - RSZA/ an RSZA might
flabs that Permitted a7y permit. [I"¥'7 7IX
create a Permitted — permits. Ask
spout your LOR
Milk Bag Permitted | Permitted RSZA - NINIX Permitted | Permitted RSZA — make a
forbidden; nav - (acc. to all smaller than
allowed to Prohibited if not usual opening.
make RSZA - cutting NV NINIX -
smaller/larger | Permitted through destructively
than usual hole words) tear it. X7 "IN
—open normally
Handheld Permitted | Permitted Permitted Permitted | Permitted | Permitted Permitted
Shoko bag (since you are | (not cutting (acc. to all
finishing it in to exact if not
one sitting) size and cutting
shape) through
words)
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IMnIo - M- NNS N"Yy VvIIp- nnn - jnin - Bottom Line
Destroying | Building | (¥*v®21 ndn) - Ripping Precise Erasing Halacha
Making a Nice Cutting
Opening
Cereal bag, Permitted | Permitted | RSZA - Making RSZA — Permitted | Ashkenazi NAY NINX —
Baby Wipes a nice opening | Permitted Rav —don’trip tearina
in Plastic to be used (ni7nin) Elyashiv — letters. destructive way
Wrapper over time X opening | Sephardi- | RSZA —open the
forbidden. I'x'7/Rav baby allowed entire bag on
Completely Scheinberg | wipesis top. |I'¥7 VIX —
opening the Permitted - | forbidden allowed to open
bag - temporarily regularly. Ask
permitted sealed your LOR.
NINX
nawv/Rav
Elyashiv -
Forbidden
Bag of Permitted | Permitted RSZA - RSZA - Permitted | Ashkenazi | RSZA -- permits
chips, large Permitted Permitted —don’t rip | when not cutting
and small (because (ni7nin) letters. letters
completely X Sephardi - | Rav Elyashiv --
opening the |I*x'2/Rav allowed | prohibits to open
top is not Scheinberg in regular way.
considered Permitted Openingina
making a nice | (temporaril destructive way -
hole) y sealed) Permitted
NINX
nawv/Rav
Elyashiv -
Forbidden
Tearing off | Permitted | Permitted RSZA - Permitted RSZA - Ashkenazi | RSZA -- permits
top of bag permitted (even Rav | permitted | —don’trip | when not cutting
along (because Elyashiv Rav letters. letters
perforated completely permits Elyashiv- | Sephardi- | Rav Elyashiv --
lines (e.g., opening the because prohibited | allowed forbids
Craisins) top is not you are not
considered separating
making a nice sides that
hole) are glued
together)
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anio - mn- NNS N"'Yy V- nnn - nin - Bottom Line
Destroying | Building | (¥'v®2ndn)- | Ripping Precise Erasing Halacha
Making a Nice Cutting
Opening
Tamper- N/A N/A N/A Permitted — RSZA — | Ashkenazi | All permitif you
proof they are permitted | —don’trip | are not cutting
plastic ni7nin or Rav letters. letters. If you are
wrapper similar to Elyashiv— | Sephardi- | cutting letters,
around leatheron | permitted allowed | Sephardim allow.
bottle-neck barrel top | , piece cut
off is
unusable

Removinga | Permitted | Permitted Permitted Permitted | Permitted | Permitted Permitted
cork from

wine bottle,

opening
glass beer
bottle
Aluminum Permitted | Permitted Permitted - Permitted | Permitted | Permitted Permitted

& plastic lid (they are You are (acc. to all

(e.g., leben, a"n) reopening an if not

cottage, existing hole cutting

coffee through

container, words)
children’s

apple juice

boxes)

Pull ring tab | Permitted | Permitted RSZA - Permitted RSZA - Permitted RSZA - allows
under cap permitted (considered | allowed Rav Elyashiv —
of orange ni7nin or Rav would forbid

juice, milk, you are Elyashiv —

and oil removing | forbidden
containers the top)
Cardboard Permitted | Permitted RSZA - RSZA -- Permitted | Permitted If openingina
cereal and (They are | Permitted (the | permitted (acc. to all destructive
Matzah '7noin or opening (they are if not manner and not
Boxes ninin) already exists) ni7nin) cutting cutting words,
Rav Moshe — NINX through everyone
might forbid niv - words) permits. In a
like milk carton | prohibited regular fashion
RSZA --
permitted
NaY NINKX --
prohibits
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IO - mia - NNS N"Yy VIIz- nnn - nin - Bottom Line
Destroying | Building | (¥*v®21 ndn) - Ripping Precise Erasing Halacha
Making a Nice Cutting
Opening
Plastic & Permitted | Permitted NNS N"wy Permitted RSZA - Permitted Rav Ovadya —
Metal does not apply permitted | (acc.to all | allows opening
bottle caps since opening Rav if not all caps
exists, but Elyashiv — cutting Rav Asher Weiss
Y'u91 ndnon prohibited | through — prohibits
cap might words) opening all caps
apply. RSZA — allows
Rav Asher opening plastic
Weiss — caps but not
prohibited metal. Ask your
Rav Ovadya — LOR.
permitted
RSZA- plastic
permitted,
metal
forbidden
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