
 
 

 

 סימן רסב-ג 

1) You are at your friend’s wedding and meet your frum friend. He takes one look at you 

and exclaims, “you were wearing that suit this past Shabbos! You can’t wear your 

Shabbos suit for a wedding!” Is he right?  

The  ה( -)רסב משנ"ב  quotes the אריז"ל that you should not wear any clothing on Shabbos 

that you wore during the week. In רבינו  אורחות  (4) it is related that the Steipler used to 

remove his Shabbos clothing immediately after Shabbos and would not wear them during 

the week even for a special event. It is related that for his grandson’s wedding he wore 

his weekday jacket with his Shabbos hat. However, the (5) חוט שני writes that you may 

wear your Shabbos suit for a wedding and brings proof from the באר היטב who says that 

wearing a new suit for a wedding takes precedence over wearing a new suit for one of the 

 .שלוש רגלים

2) Why is there a custom to add a candle for every new born child?  

One explanation is given by the  (6) ליקוטי מהרי"ח who says that it is based on the   גמרא

תלמידי   that those who light Shabbos candles will merit to have children who are שבת )כג:(

 Therefore, we add candles for each child in order that each child should become a .חכמים

 .תלמיד חכם

3) A woman has a custom to add a candle for each child, but her husband does not. Can she 

force him to buy her extra candles?  

The (7) שבט הלוי writes that she cannot force her husband to buy her more candles, but 

she can buy candles with her own money. However, the שבט הלוי concludes that since the 

purpose of Shabbos candles is for  שלום בית and to have children who are תלמדי חכמים, it is 

best to let her follow her custom. Some contemporary posskim feel that the mitzvah of 

lighting candles is incumbent specifically on women whose traditions are passed down 

from mother to daughter and she must follow her custom. (See Rav Doniel Neustadt (The 

Weekly Halachic Discussion, Vol.1, p.6).     

4) A woman mistakenly lights candles before  פלג, does she need to add an extra Shabbos 

candle for the rest of her life? She does? What if the house lights were on?  

The Rama in  'סעיף א passkins that a woman who forgets to light Shabbos candles is 

required to add an extra candle for the rest of her life. Additionally, if woman lights 
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Shabbos candles before  פלג she is not יוצא, so she must blow them out and light again 

with a ברכה, assuming it is still before שקיעה. (See סעיף ד ד"ה מבעוד -ביה"ל  where he writes 

that lighting candles before פלג is meaningless halachically). Therefore, it would seem 

that the  קנס would be imposed upon her to light an extra candle every week. However, the 

סקל"ו( -)מג שש"כ  passkins that if she did not know the דין (that lighting before  פלג is 

inadequate) she is not penalized.  

There is a separate מחלוקת whether she is penalized when she does not light intentionally 

but the house lights were on. According to the (9) ציץ אליעזר and the (10) שש"כ, she 

would need to add another candle for the rest of her life, unless she or her husband turned 

on the lights specifically for כבוד שבת. On the other hand, the  (11) ילקוט יוסף says that 

since the house lights were on and the  שלום בית component is fulfilled, she does not need 

to add another candle for the rest of her life.  

5) You are on vacation with your family and are Airbnb-ing an apartment, but you forgot to 

bring Shabbos candles. Can you use the house lights as “Shabbos candles”? Can you 

make a ברכה? Does it make a difference what type of bulb is being used? Should you just 

turn on the stove?   

The (12) אור לציון holds that you can even make a ברכה on florescent lights because חז"ל 

enacted lighting candles in order that you have light in your house, but they were not 

 on having an actual flame. However, he holds that you are only fulfilling your מקפיד

requirement of Shabbos candles and may only make a  ברכה if the light is connected to a 

finite source of energy, such as a battery. But if the lights are connected to the city’s 

supply of electricity, you do not fulfill your obligation of הדלקת נרות. RSZA (16) agrees 

that you can use any type of light for Shabbos candles even if it is connected to the city 

supply of electricity. However, you can only recite a  ברכה on lights that are connected to 

a battery. Rav Zilberstein (13) holds that you can only make a ברכה on incandescent or 

halogen light bulbs because חז"ל were  מקפיד that there be a flame. In order to fulfill all the 

opinions, it is best to light with an incandescent or halogen light bulb that is powered by a 

battery. Rav Ovadya (15), the (14) אז נדברו and the שש"כ all add that when reciting the 

 on your Shabbos candles you should also have the electrical candles in mind ברכה

(because the Shabbos candles do not add more light to your house).  

6) True story: a man got stuck on the road before Shabbos and was forced to stay in a local 

motel. There was a candle store and a wine store each 10 minutes away from the motel 

but in different directions, and there was only enough time to drive to one location. 

Should he buy kosher wine for kiddush or candles for Shabbos?  

The S”A in 'סעיף ג passkins that  נר שבת takes precedence over kiddush, and the   משנ"ב

 you fulfill the biblical obligation with ,מדאורייתא explains that although kiddush is סי"ג



 
 

davening, plus you can also make kiddush on bread or challah. However, Rav Moshe 

(20) passkins that since today we have electricity and your house will be fully lit, you 

should buy the wine for kiddush.  

7) Why do the women get to light Shabbos candles? What if you want to light the candles 

this week? Can you? Shouldn’t we promote equality?  

The S”A in 'סעיף ג teaches that the מצוה is primarily on the woman because she is usually 

in charge of running the house. The סקי"ב  משנ"ב  adds that since  חוה “extinguished the 

light of the world” by causing  אדם הראשון to sin, it is a תיקון for a woman to add light 

every erev-Shabbos. Therefore, it is best that your wife light even if you want to light.  

8) When should your wife recite the  ברכה on Shabbos candles? What if you are lighting 

candles (such as where she is away) – when should you recite the ברכה? Is the  הלכה the 

same with regard to Yom Tov?  

The S”A in 'סעיף ה passkins that the woman should always make the  ברכה before lighting 

the candles so the  ברכה is recited עובר לעשייתן - before the performance of the mitzvah. 

However, the Rama argues that the מנהג is to light the candles before reciting the ברכה 

because some say she is  מקבל שבת when reciting the ברכה. But in order to consider the 

blessing עובר לעשייתן, she should light the candles, cover her eyes, recite the ברכה, and 

then look and benefit from the light of the candles. The סקכ"ז משנ"ב  quotes from the ן  מג

 that the same will apply with regard to Yom Tov, even though on YT she is אברהם

allowed to light from an existing flame. The reason why she should always first light the 

candles and then recite the ברכה is because we say "לא פלוג". The ד"ה אחר הדלקה ביה"ל  

writes that the same would apply for a man lighting Shabbos candles or for a woman 

lighting על תנאי. However, the  ביה"ל quotes from רע"א (and it seems that the משנ"ב סקכ"ז 

agrees) that only a woman lighting on erev-Shabbos (without a תנאי) should first light and 

then recite the  ברכה. If she is lighting על תנאי, if it is YT, or if a man is lighting, they all 

should first recite the ברכה and then light. The (21) שש"כ passkins like רע"א. 

9) You are traveling to London for business and are staying in your old friend’s house from 

yeshiva. Do you need to light candles? Where should you light them?   

In the times of the S”A, if you were married and were staying in your friend’s house for 

Shabbos, if he designated a room for you, you would need to light with a ברכה in that 

room ( 'סעיף ו). If he did not designate a room for you, then you would not light with a 

 If you were single and had your own room, you would need to light in your room .ברכה

with a ברכה. If you did not have your own room, then you would need to chip in for the 

cost of oil with your host ('סעיף ז) or eat with him in his house.  למעשה, nowadays where 

there is light in the bedrooms from the hallway or bathroom (which fulfills the   שלום בית



 
 

component), if you are married you do not need to light candles or chip in (because you 

are יוצא the primary obligation with your wife’s lighting). However, if you are single, you 

need to chip in for the cost of the Shabbos candles or eat in your host’s house.  

10) You got invited to eat at your frum friend’s house for Friday night and are returning to 

your house to sleep. You do not want him to yell at you again… Where should you light? 

In your house or in his?  

כבוד   you are not obligated to light candles because you fulfill the obligation of מעיקר הדין

 (bumping into things or tripping) שלום בית with his candles, and there is no issue of שבת

in your house because the electrical lights will be on. However, most women have the 

custom to light every Shabbos, and the (24) שש"כ says that it is best to light at home 

before you leave but make sure the candles will still be lit when you return home and that 

you benefit from them at that time. Rav Lieberman (25) writes that you should 

specifically eat something next to the candles, as he holds that only through eating do you 

fulfill the component of  כבוד שבת. 

11) You are sleeping at the home of your in-laws for Shabbos. Where should your wife light?   

Here too, ר הדין מעיק  you are not obligated to light because you are יוצא the lighting of 

 component is fulfilled from the light in your שלום בית with your host, and the כבוד שבת

room. The  (26) פסקי תשובות writes that you can light in the dining room, but it is best to 

light in your room (if you have permission) and eat something next to them or benefit 

from them in some other way after your Shabbos meal. 

12) You are going on vacation with your wife and are staying in a beautiful hotel for 

Shabbos. As your wife is about to light in the hallway outside the dining room, guess who 

shows up? It’s your frum friend and his wife, who are also there for Shabbos. “Stop! You 

can’t light there!” Is he right? Where should you light?  

If you are staying in a hotel for Shabbos you have an obligation to light Shabbos candles 

both because of כבוד שבת (where you are eating) and because of שלום בית (in your room). 

The ט(-)מה שש"כ  writes that many have the custom to light in the dining room next to the 

table where you are eating. But if someone already lit there, the S”A and Rama have a 

dispute whether you are allowed to make a ברכה on your candles (because they are just 

for  תוספת אורה – additional light), and therefore, it is best to light in your room. However, 

since most hotels do not allow lighting in the room, the  ותתשובפסקי  (27) says that you 

should turn on a light in your room and then run downstairs and make a  ברכה on the 

Shabbos candles. Rav Ovadya (28) holds you can just make a  ברכה on the lights in the 

room. Everyone agrees that if you just light candles in the hallway away from the dining 

room, the lighting there is a ברכה לבטלה. Another solution to fulfill all the opinions is to 



 
 

turn the lights on in your room, run to light the candles in the hallway (having in mind the 

electric lights in your room), and eat something next to the lit candles after the meal.  

13) How can your wife light Shabbos candles with a lighter or a candle if she would need to 

take her finger off the lighter or blow out the candle? Isn’t it already Shabbos for her?  

According to Ashkenazi custom, where a woman lights the Shabbos candles and then 

recites the  ברכה, she is only מקבל שבת after she recites the  ברכה [the opinion of the בה"ג as 

explained by RSZA (30)]. Therefore, she should let go of the lighter or extinguish the 

candle before reciting the ברכה. However, Sephardim ( 'סעיף ה) passkin that the woman 

should recite the ברכה and then light candles. If so, how can she light Shabbos candles 

with a lighter if when finishing to light the candles it’s already Shabbos? The ילקוט יוסף 

(31) explains that Sephardim passkin like the second opinion in the S”A in  'סעיף י that a 

woman is not  מקבל שבת with the lighting of the candles. Therefore, even though she first 

recites the  ברכה and then lights, she can still release the lighter and extinguish the candle 

because she is only מקבל שבת a few minutes before שקיעה or with the tzibur. The   ילקוט

 ,even once a year for the entire year ,תנאי adds that it is best for the woman to make a יוסף 

that she will not be  מקבל שבת with the lighting of the candles. Additionally, the ילקוט יוסף 

says that if she is lighting in between  פלג and a half an hour before שקיעה she is 

automatically accepts Shabbos with her lighting, and therefore in such a situation she 

should not use a lighter or a candle to light. 

14) Can your wife light Shabbos candles ל תנאי""ע - on condition not to be  מקבל שבת in order 

to drive to the Kotel after she lights? Can she always light על תנאי?  

As mentioned in the previous question, Sephardim hold that a woman is never מקבל שבת 

with the candle lighting (unless she lights after פלג and up until half an hour before 

 with the candle lighting. The מקבל שבת while Ashkenazim hold that a woman is ,(שקיעה 

Rama in  'סעיף י passkins like the opinion that an Ashkenazi woman can light candles   על"

 RSZA .בשעת הצורך  write that she can only do so משנ"ב and the מג"א However, the .תנאי"

(33) was of the opinion that going to the Kotel doesn’t rise to the level of  "שעת הצורך", but 

the (34) ציץ אליעזר held that it does. RSZA said that in any case it is best to be מחמיר 

because the משנ"ב סק"כ passkins that if you light candles after פלג (and well before  שקיעה) 

without being  מקבל שבת (aka you lit "על תנאי") you are only יוצא בדיעבד, because it is not 

evident that the candles are לכבוד שבת. 

15) Mazel tov! Your wife just gave birth and she is resting in her bed on erev-Shabbos. Can 

you bring the Shabbos candles to her bed, have her light them, and then bring them to the 

Shabbos table?  



 
 

The Rama in 'סעיף י passkins that you should not light candles in one place and then 

move them to another place. The סקמ"ח  משנ"ב  explains that if you light the candles in a 

place where you are not יוצא (for example, in your garden, where you do not plan on 

eating) and then you move them inside, the lighting is invalid and you need to extinguish 

them and relight with a  ברכה. However, you are allowed to light the candles in a valid 

spot (for example a bedroom) and then move it (by asking someone who has not yet 

accepted Shabbos) to another valid location (the dining room table). Therefore, a woman 

can light the Shabbos candles in her room (where there is a  חיוב to light for שלום בית) and 

then the husband can move them to the dining room table.   

16) You are driving to the mountains for Shabbos, but arrive after the entire camp accepted 

Shabbos. Can you still daven Mincha?   

Yes. The S”A in סעיף טו passkins that although you need to refrain from מלאכה because 

the entire ציבור was already  מקבל שבת, you are still allowed to daven a weekday tefilla 

unless you verbally accepted Shabbos. But when davening Mincha, make sure not to do 

so in the shul where everyone was already מקבל שבת. 

17) You live in America and are visiting Eretz Yisrael for סוכות, can you ask your Israeli 

friend to do a  מלאכה for you on יו"ט שני? Can he cook for you? Can he turn on the light for 

you? Can he drive to shul? Is there a difference between any of these cases?   

The S”A and Rama in סעיף י"ז passkin that someone who accepted Shabbos can ask 

another Jew who did not accept Shabbos to perform a מלאכה for him. Some אחרונים argue 

that the case of יו"ט שני, where it is not יו"ט for the בן ארץ ישראל and it is יו"ט for the   בן

 is different than the case of someone accepting Shabbos early, and it would be ,חו"ל

forbidden for the  בן חו"ל to ask the בן א"י to perform מלאכה for him. However, RSZA in 

the (35) שלחן שלמה states that the cases are similar (he is also מצרף the opinion of the   חכם

 see notes for) יו"ט שני for him on מלאכה  to perform בן א"י may ask a בן חו"ל and a (צבי

details). Therefore, the בן א"י can cook and turn the light on for the בן חו"ל. However, 

there are many posskim that forbid and RSZA himself later said that he was just trying to 

be מלמד זכות and that it is best to refrain. As always, it is best to ask your Rav. When it 

comes to getting in a car (where the בן א"י is driving and the בן חו"ל is the passenger), 

many are מחמיר because there is a serious issue of  זול יו"טלז . 

 


