
 
 

 סימן רסד- ער

1) Should you light Shabbos candles with oil oil?   

The S”A in ו'-רס"ד  writes that lighting with olive oil is a "מצוה מן המובחר" – the best 

option. The סקכ"ג משנ"ב  explains that anything that shines brightly is permissible to use 

for Shabbos candles, and Rav Moshe (3) says that our candles that illuminate more 

nicely than olive oil are preferable to olive oil. This is why many have the custom to light 

with wax candles, which shine at least as brightly as olive oil. The סק"ח באר היטב  writes 

that when the Mishnah forbade wax, that was only wax mixed with other wasteful 

material. However, our wax candles that create a clear flame are permissible. However, 

the (5) קצות השלחן writes that the מנהג in ארץ ישראל was always to light with olive oil and 

the מג"ד( שש"כ(  adds that it is always preferable to use oil.  

 סימן רסח

2) This definitely happened to you at least once in your life (and we’re being generous 

here). You are cruising through Shabbos davening and are suddenly awakened by a 

thump on your chest- you’re up to "סלח לנו". You quickly make believe that you are just 

wiping your jacket. Should you finish the ברכה? What if you only noticed at "מודים" that 

you had been reciting the weekday שמונה עשרה? What if you only said "אתה" from  אתה"

  ?any different מוסף Is ?חונן"

The S”A teaches in סימן רס"ח that if you start a weekday ברכה of the Amida on Shabbos 

you need to finish the weekday ברכה unless you are supposed to be reciting מוסף (where 

you stop in the middle of the ברכה and begin "תכנת שבת"). The S”A in 'סעיף ג teaches that 

if you know today is Shabbos and you began the weekday Amida by rote, but only said 

the word "אתה" from "אתה חונן" you should stop and begin the Shabbos Amida. The Rama 

explains that by saying the word "אתה" it is not evident that you began a weekday Amida 

(because you could have been saying "אתה קידשת" or "אתה אחד", and even at שחרית, your 

saying "אתה" was because you got mixed up with the other Shabbos Amida); therefore, 

you should stop and begin the Shabbos Amida. However, if you thought today was a 

weekday and just said "אתה" you need to finish the ברכה of "אתה חונן". The מגן אברהם 

argues on this last point saying that even if you thought today was a weekday and you 

only said "אתה" either at the Friday night Amida or the Mincha Amida, (which begin with 

 you should continue the Shabbos Amida without finishing the ("אתה אחד" and "אתה קידשת"

 writes that if you only (3) קיצור שלחן ערוך The .(see notes for details) אתה חונן of ברכה

remembered it is Shabbos after reaching the last three ברכות (from "רצה" and on) you 

should stop in the middle of the ברכה and begin the Shabbos Amida. 



 
 

3) You are davening next to your frum friend, so your שמונה עשרה is longer than usual. As a 

result, you were not able to say "ויכלו" with the ציבור and you only remember when you 

get home. Can you/should you say it with your wife?  

RSZA (5) passkins that since "ויכלו" is recited as a testimony that Hashem created the world, and 

woman are also obligated in this testimony, you can say it together with her.  

4) The next Shabbos your old Rosh Yeshiva is in town and he chooses to daven next to you. 

This time your שמונה עשרה is extra-long. You just finished saying "ויכלו" in your quiet 

 "ויכלו" out loud. Should you repeat "ויכלו" and the congregation begins saying שמונה עשרה

in the middle of your silent Amida?  

RSZA (6) passkins that if you are in the middle of the Amida (before "ויכלו") and you 

notice that the חזן will shortly begin "ויכלו", you should wait until he begins and then 

recite it quietly with the tzibur. The (7) ציץ אליעזר writes that you can even say it out loud 

with the tzibur. RSZA adds that even if you just finished saying "ויכלו" and the tzibur is 

beginning to recite it, you can repeat ויכלו with them and then carry on with your Amida. 

5) You are davening in the חורבה shul in the Old City on Friday night, and after the   שמונה

 you belt it out with him "מגן אבות" When he reaches .ברכה מעין שבע begins the חזן the עשרה

but are immediately shushed by the crowd. Why are they shushing you? In your shul 

everyone says it out loud!  

The (8) גמרא שבת teaches that in the olden-days, shuls were situated outside of the city. 

Consequently, those who showed up late to davening and concluded their davening later 

than everyone else would be placing themselves in danger when walking home alone in 

the dark. Therefore, Chazal enacted the ברכה מעין שבע to prevent a possibly dangerous 

situation for the latecomers. According to Rashi, the main purpose of the ברכה מעין שבע 

was to elongate the davening and stall for time, thus, giving the stragglers enough time to 

finish davening. However, the גאונים understood that the ברכה מעין שבע was enacted so the 

latecomers do not need to daven their personal Amida. Rather, they can listen to the חזן 

and be יוצא with him. According to the Rama in סעיף ח (following Rashi), the ציבור should 

recite מגן אבות out loud and then the חזן repeats it for this way we are really stalling for 

time. However, the (10) גר"א passkins like the גאונים that the ברכה מעין שבע is a real  חזרת

 .the tzibur (so those latecomers need not recite their own Amida) מוציא enacted to be הש"ץ

According to that approach, only the חזן should recite the ברכה מעין שבע and the tzibur 

should listen and remain silent.  

6) You are the חזן for Friday night davening and you just finished saying "ויכלו". As you are 

about to begin the ברכה מעין שבע, you suddenly freeze! You don’t know what to do! 

Should you bow when saying "'ברוך אתה ד" at the beginning of the ברכה מעין שבע?  



 
 

According to the גאונים, it makes sense that you should bow because the ברכה מעין שבע 

has the status of a full-fledged חזרת הש"ץ. This is also how RSZA passkins. However, 

according to Rashi, there is no reason to bow because the ברכה מעין שבע was enacted 

primarily to stall for time. The ילקוט יוסף passkins that you should not bow during the 

 did not חז"ל because you are not allowed to bow in parts of davening where ברכה מעין שבע

explicitly enact it.  

7) B”H minyanim are back after the COVID-19 lockdown. You arrange for a minyan in 

your backyard and you are the חזן for the first Friday night davening. After reciting "ויכלו" 

you begin the ברכה מעין שבע when half the crowd starts yelling “Nu! Nu! Kaddish! יתגדל!” 

They want you to skip the ברכה מעין שבע, are they right?  
 

According to the סקכ"ד משנ"ב , you recite the ברכה מעין שבע only when two conditions are 

met: A) You are there for a few days B) There is a ספר תורה there. Therefore, you should 

not recite the ברכה מעין שבע in your backyard since you do not have a ספר תורה. RSZA 

passkins like this as well, but adds that if the minyan was held weekly in Yerushalayim 

you would recite the ברכה מעין שבע because the holiness of the city replaces the lack of a 

 is not ספר תורה that a ט"ז However, Rav Moshe (13) passkins based on the .ספר תורה

required. Rather, it should be recited in any fixed minyan that is held every week. 

Therefore, since everyone is planning to ger together in your backyard every Friday night 

for maariv you should recite the ברכה מעין שבע. Additionally, the בן איש חי writes that 

some have a kabalistic custom to always recite the ברכה מעין שבע. Le’masee, you should 

ask your LOR. 

 

8)  You are lucky (or unlucky - depending on how you look at it) enough to be spending 

Pesach in a hotel somewhere in the middle of America. On Shabbos חול המועד, should 

they say the ברכה מעין שבע?  

According to the סקכ"ד משנ"ב , you would recite the  שבעברכה מעין  at a Pesach program 

because: A) You are there for a few days B) There is a ספר תורה there. However, 

according to the (14) קיצור שולחן ערוך you would not recite it because the minyan needs 

to be קבוע for a few weeks.  

9) It’s right after שמיני עצרת and you forgot to say משיב הרוח in your Friday night שמונה עשרה. 

Can you rely on the ברכה מעין שבע of the חזן or do you need to repeat your שמונה עשרה? 

What if it is Shabbos חול המועד and you forgot יעלה ויבוא? May you rely on the  ברכה מעין

   ?שבע

The S”A in סעיף יג passkins that if you did not daven Maariv on Friday night or you 

accidentally davened a weekday Amida, you can rely on the ברכה מעין שבע of the חזן. The 

 that you would not need to repeat משיב הרוח adds that the same is true if you omit ביה"ל

your Amida if you listen to the chazan’s ברכה מעין שבע. However, the ביה"ל adds that if 

you recite the Shabbos Amida on יום טוב (or if you omit יעלה ויבוא on Shabbos חול המועד) 



 
 

you cannot rely on the ברכה מעין שבע of the חזן. RSZA (15) explains that the ברכה מעין שבע 

was initially enacted for the Shabbos Amida but not the Amida of יום טוב. Therefore, if 

you forget "משיב הרוח" on Shabbos you can rely on the ברכה מעין שבע even though it does 

not incorporate "משיב הרוח". But the ברכה מעין שבע was never enacted to be מוציא the תפילה 

of יו"ט or Shabbos למעשה .חול המועד, the סקכ"ז משנ"ב  writes that even on a regular 

Shabbos where you davened a weekday תפילה, forgot משיב הרוח or showed up late, if you 

have time to repeat your שמו"ע, it is best to do so and not rely on the ברכה מעין שבע of the 

  .חזן

 סימן רסט 

10) You are opening a new shul in your city. Should you recite kiddush on Friday night in 

your Shul?  

The S”A in  רסטסימן  passkins that there is a מנהג of reciting קידוש in shul on Friday night 

because in the olden-days people used to eat in the shul. However, since today no one 

eats in shul, it is best not to recite kiddush in shul, and in ארץ ישראל the מנהג was never to 

recite kiddush in shul. The הר צבי writes that even in ארץ ישראל you can still institute ro 

recite kiddush in shul as long as it is not in ירושלים. However,  argues and (2) ציץ אליזער 

passkins that no shuls in ארץ ישראל should recite kiddush on Friday night, as is evident 

from the language of the S”A. The סק"ה משנ"ב  writes that the מנהג in חו"ל is to recite 

kiddush in shul. So the bottom line is that it depends where the shul is located. If it is in 

 ,א"י If it is in .משנ"ב then one most likely would recite kiddush there based upon the ,חו"ל

you should follow the prevalent custom and not to recite kiddush in Shul. 

11) It is Friday night and your eight-year-old is thirsty and very hungry, but your guests have 

not arrived yet. Should you convince him to hold off on eating and drinking until kiddush 

or can you let him drink and eat a bit now?  

The (3) מגן אברהם writes that parents should not cause their children to suffer, and 

children may therefore eat and drink before kiddush. This is based on the רשב"א who 

passkins that anything that is for the benefit of the child (to help him develop physically) 

was not prohibited by Chazal.   

12) Your shul follows the custom to recite kiddush on Friday night. However, this Friday 

night there is no קטן available to drink from the wine. What should you do? Drink it 

yourself? Not make kiddush this week?  

The משנ"ב at the end of סק"א writes that you should consume at least a רביעית because 

some posskim hold that drinking a רביעית is considered a "סעודה" and you can fulfill your 



 
 

obligation of קידוש במקום סעודה in this manner. However, when doing so you should have 

in mind to fulfill your obligation of קידוש.  

 סימן ער 

13) Are you a "במה מדליקין" Jew or a "כגוונא" Jew? What’s the difference?  

The S”A in סימן ער writes that there is a מנהג to recite במה מדליקין on Friday night before 

סק"א  משנ"ב The .מעריב  explains that במה מדליקין teaches which oils and wicks may be 

used for candle lighting and the three things a person needs to say in his house on  ערב

 i.e., before you accept) ברכו Therefore, it only makes sense to recite it before .שבת

Shabbos) when you can still go back home to fix the oil and remind your family about the 

three things. The סק"ב "בנמש  writes that some have the custom to recite it after מעריב in 

order to elongate the תפילה and give ample time for the latecomers to catch up.  The 

"בואי כלה"  with מקבל שבת adds that today we are (4) ערה"ש  so there is no real purpose in 

saying "במה מדליקין" even before Maariv because by that time, you can no longer fix the 

oil and remind your family about the three things. Therefore, some have the custom to 

omit במה מדליקין and recite "כגוונא" instead. Those who daven Nusach Sefard generally 

omit במה מדליקין and recite כגוונא instead. 


