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This year’s theme, SceneYICC Adventure Guide, truly celebrates what our Shul offers the 
community.  Not only does this brochure reflect the diverse and talented guests who have 
been invited to participate in this year’s Program Calendar, it also highlights the various
Shiurim and programs that the Shul sponsors throughout the year. 

Essential to Jewish thought is the concept that each person is on a unique journey.   Jewish 
Law is called “Halakha” which means, “The Way,” serving as our guide through our life’s
voyage.  The late Rabbi Yosef Dov Soloveitchik, the Rav Z”L, noted that in the Selichot
service we mention numerous Biblical figures including Ezra, Daniel and others.  He
suggested that their inclusion in the text is to remind us that there isn’t just one way to be 
inspired and serve God; rather each of us will find our own unique spiritual path.

We hope that you will discover something exceptional in this Program Calendar that
resonates with and inspires you on your spiritual journey.  As you peruse the pages of this 
brochure, you will find exciting and stimulating programs along with a list of distinguished 
speakers who will challenge your mind and engage your heart as they address contemporary 
issues from a Jewish perspective. Please join us for what promises to be an amazing year of 
study and inspiration. 

None of this would have been possible without the generosity of our
sponsors, whose names are prominently featured throughout this
calendar. All lectures are offered free of charge as a service to
the community.  Special thanks are due to the very involved
members of the Program Committee, who helped shape this 
year’s extensive offerings.  We also extend our gratitude to 
Jeff Coen of JDC Design for his amazing talent in designing this 
Program Calendar.  

I look forward to personally greeting you in our beautiful Shul,
and I encourage your participation in everything
Young Israel of Century City has to offer.  
  
  
  
Elazar R. Muskin
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“Oh, give me a SHUL,
where the buffalo roam
Where the deEr and
the antelope play”

Rabbi Elazar Muskin
Senior Rabbi
Rabbi Muskin has served as rabbi of 
YICC since January 1986.  Rabbi Muskin 
is the Mora D’asrah of our community 
and inspires us with his thought-provok-
ing Drashot and numerous Shiurim.  He 
oversees every aspect of the Shul.

Ruhama Muskin
Rebbetzin 
Ruhama has served as our Rebbetzin 
since January 1986.  Ruhama is involved 
in numerous aspects of the Shul 
eadership, including her personal
connection with our members, her
workshop for Bat Mitzvah girls and
mothers and leading our successful 
Mishloach Manot program.

Rabbi David Mahler
Young Community Minyan
Rabbi David Mahler joined the YICC
rabbinic staff in September 2015. 
Rabbi Mahler serves as Limudei Kodesh
Principal at Gindi Maimonides
Academy. He leads our ever-growing 
Young Community Minyan and gives a 
variety of shiurim throughout the week.

Rivka Tamir
Director of Operations
Rivka joined the YICC administration in 
January 2023.  She is responsible for 
managing our Shul office, overseeing all 
financial Shul accounts and managing 
Shul maintenance.

Melissa Gruenfeld
Director of Development
& Communications 
Melissa joined the YICC administration 
in the fall of 2022.  She is responsible for 
coordinating all Shul communications, 
maintaining YICC’s web presence and 
fostering interpersonal relationships with 
our members.

Claire Benyowitz
Rental Manager
Claire joined the YICC administration 
with the opening of our new building in 
December 2017.  She coordinates all 
rentals of our beautiful facility and
oversees special projects.

Maria Jorrin
Controller
Maria joined the YICC administration 
15 years ago. Maria helps oversee the 
day-to-day bookkeeping and accounting 
operations for the Shul and works closely 
with the Shul staff and officers.  She
provides the Board of Directors with 
regular financial information. 

Jesse Orenshein
Youth Director
Jesse, who grew up attending YICC 
Youth, became YICC’s Youth Director in 
September 2021. Jesse is responsible 
for directing our entire youth department.

Rabbi Shmuel Levy
Teen Leader
Rabbi Levy, our Teen Leader, joined our 
Youth Department in September 2022.  
Rabbi Levy is committed to inspiring the 
next generation to love Judaism. A
beloved Rebbe at Yeshivat Yavneh, 
Rabbi Levy runs our very popular weekly 
Teen Minyan.

Custodial Team
Jose Rico, Norma Sanchez,
Brigido Vargas-Cano 
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October 7-8   Simchat Torah Celebration (see p. 15) 
October 14  Book of the Year with Rabbi Etshalom begins (see p. 15)
October 16  Semichas Chaver Program with Seth Berkowitz begins (see p. 15)
October 21  Robert Ives Z”L Seudah Shlishit for Teen Girls (see p. 15)
October 28  Shabbat with Rav Yosef Carmel (see p.  15)
November 2     Bat Mitzvah Workshop #1 with Ruhama Muskin (see p. 16)
November 4  Debate of the Giants (see p. 16)
November 4   Bat Mitzvah Workshop #2 with Ruhama Muskin (see p. 16)
November 5  Community Immunization Program with Cedars-Sinai Medical Center  (see p. 16)
November 10-11 Scholar-in-Residence  Col. Jacob Goldstein (see p. 17)
November 17  Heimish Friday Night (see p. 17)
November 18  Prime Time goes to OBKLA (see p. 17)
December 2  Scholar-in-Residence Rabbi Yona Reiss (see p. 18)
December 2   Robert Ives Z”L Seudah Shlishit for Teen Girls (see p. 18)
December 6  Sephardic Spice Girls – Chanukah Desserts (see p. 18)
December 8  Shabbat Chanukah - Heimish Friday Night (see p. 18)
December 15-16 Shabbat of Song Featuring Shira Chassidic Choir (see p. 19)
December 19  Shalom Bayit Series with Dr. Gaby & Rabbi Mahler – Part I (see p. 20)
December 23  Rabbi Jacob Muskin Z”L Yarzheit Memorial Lecture (see p. 20)
December 24  Yom HaKahal (See p. 20)
December 26  Shalom Bayit Series with Dr. Gaby & Rabbi Mahler – Part II (see p. 20)
 

January 5-6  Scholar-in-Residence Rabbi Dr. Shlomo Brody (see p. 21)
January 7   Advance Healthcare & Financial Planning Fair (see p. 21)
January 12  Heimish Friday Night (see p. 21)
February 9  Heimish Friday Night (see p. 22)
February 10  Robert Ives Z”L Seudah Shlishit for Teen Girls (see p. 22)
February 10  Pre-Purim Comedy for Koby Night of Laughter at YICC (see p. 22)
February 11  Superbowl Party and Half Time Shiur (see p. 22)
February 18  Tefillin Workshop # 1 with Rabbi Muskin (see p. 22)
February 23-24   Scholar-in-Residence Rabbi Aryeh Lebowitz (see p. 23)
February 25  Tefillin Workshop # 2 with Rabbi Muskin & Sofer, Ronnie Sieger (see p. 23)
March 1   Heimish Friday Night (see p. 24)
March 9  Scholar-in-Residence Michal Horowitz (see p. 24)
March 16  Voices From the Bima with Rivka Hodaya (Letty) Camarillo (see p. 25)
March 24  Shul Purim Seudah (see p. 25)
March 31  Pesach Products Workshop with Rabbi Eliezer Eidlitz (see p. 25)
April 6               Yoetzet Halacha Community Shabbat (see p. 26)
April 13                Yesh Tikva Shabbat with Gila Muskin Block (see p. 26)
April 13     Timeless Topics with Rabbi Abraham Lieberman (see p. 26)
April 14  Many Voices – One Haggadah Begins (see p. 26)  
April 14   Kashering Keilim Service (see p. 27)
April 19-20  Shabbat HaGadol Weekend with Rabbi Dr. Zev Wiener (see p. 27)
May 11   Issues & Answers with Professor Avi Helfand (see p. 28)
May 13-14  Yom Ha’Atzmaut (see p. 28)
May 18   Shabbat Afternoon Lecture by Alex Sztuden, “The Rav Z”L – Plain & Simple” (see p. 28)
May 25   Robert Ives Z”L Seudah Shlishit for Teen Girls (see p. 28)
June 1   Scholar-in-Residence Rabbi Yosef Zvi Rimon (see p. 29)
June 5    Yom Yerushalayim (see p. 29)
June 8   Graduation Shabbat (see p. 29)
June 11-13  Shavuot Scholar-in-Residence Rabbi Heshie & Rookie Billet (see p. 30)
June 30  Ariel & Dr. Karen Avrech Z”L Memorial Lecture with Rabbi Alan Kalinsky (see p. 31)
September 7  Four-Week Judith S. Levine Memorial Pre-holiday Lecture Series begins (see p. 32)
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WEEKDAYS
Mintz Beit Midrash 

Shacharit:
Sundays and National Holidays 6:45, 8:00, and 9:00 a.m.

Monday-Friday 6:00, 7:00 and 8:00 a.m.

Mincha & Maariv:
10 minutes before sunset

SHABBAT 
On Shabbat we offer four Shacharit Minyanim:

Hashkama Minyan
7:15 a.m. 

Mintz Beit Midrash 

Main Minyan
9:00 a.m.

Schlesinger Sanctuary

Young Community Minyan
9:15 a.m.

Mintz Beit Midrash

Teen Minyan
9:30 a.m.*

Nagel Family Library
(*during the winter months 9:15 a.m.

due to Zman Tefillah)

Mincha:
40 minutes before sunset

followed by Seudah Shlishit

Maariv:
35 minutes after sunset 

DAY

SHABBAT

“Knowing Minhagim”

“Mesillat Yesharim”

SUNDAY

Dr. George Fox Z”L 
Memorial Gemara Shiur

MONDAY 

The Daf Goes Deep 
 

Semichas Chaver Program 

TUESDAY

Talmud Class 

WEDNESDAY

Parashat HaShavua for Women
Rabbi Soloveitchik’s Insights 

Talmudic Tales

Sefer HaChinuch

FRIDAY

Pre-Shabbat Parsha Shiur

DAILY

Sol Teichman Z”L Daf Yomi Shiur

TEACHER

Rabbi Elazar Muskin 

Rabbi David Mahler 

Rabbi David Fox                                

Rabbi Yitzchak Etshalom

Seth Berkowitz

Rabbi Elazar Muskin

Rabbi Elazar Muskin

Rabbi David Mahler

Rabbi Nechemia Langer

Rabbi David Mahler

Rabbi Yitzchak Estshalom

TIME

8:40 A.M.

8:55 A.M.

8:45 A.M.
On Zoom

4:00 P.M. (winter months)
6:00 P.M. (summer months)

8:30 P.M.

8:30 P.M. On Zoom Oct-May

9:30 A.M. Oct-May
at YICC and Zoom

8:00 P.M. Oct-April
at YICC

8:30 P.M Free Conference Call
or at the home of Marty Pollack

On Zoom

6:45 A.M. at YICC

8



8:30 p.m 
SEMICHAS CHAVER PROGRAM
Seth Berkowitz

On Monday evenings at 8:30 P.M., 
starting October 16, 2023, Seth Ber-
kowitz will resume teaching the very 
popular Semichas Chaver Program.  
The Semichas Chaver Program (“SCP”) 
is the fastest growing practical Halakha 
Chabura in the world, spanning over 
5 continents. With a specialized focus 
on the ethical meaning of Halakha, the 
program is rich with content that can 
easily be imparted to your family.  This 
year’s topics of study will include Bikur 
Cholim, organ donations, Keriah when 
visiting the Kotel and Hilchot Aveilut. 

6:15-7:00 a.m.
KOLLEL BOKER
Rabbi Yoni Pere

In conjunction with the Jack and Gitta Nagel YU Community 
Kollel, we offer a Kollel Boker in our Nagel Family Library on 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 6:15 - 7:00 
A.M., taught by Rabbi Yoni Pere, the Gindi Family Sgan 
Rosh Kollel.  The Kollel Boker offers an opportunity to gain 
skills in learning under the tutelage of an excellent Maggid 
Shiur. 

WOMEN’S MEVARCHIM ROSH CHODESH
KIDDUSH & CONVERSATION
Join and bring friends to a women’s Kiddush while
hearing and discussing relevant and contemporary topics 
from a wide array of speakers every Shabbat Mevarchim 
Rosh Chodesh in the Nagel Family Library following Musaf.  
For Kiddush sponsorship opportunities please contact the 
Shul office.

KNOW YOUR MINHAGIM
On Shabbat morning, twenty minutes before Shacharit, 
Rabbi Muskin will teach a class on Minhagim, probing the 
sources and meanings of why we perform the customs we 
observe.

HEIMISH FRIDAY NIGHT EXPERIENCE
Begin Shabbat in a beautiful, uplifting and inspiring way. 
Every month, during the winter months, one of our very own 
talented YICC Chazzanim will lead a Heimish and Freilach 
Kabbalat Shabbat. Bring your children! Bring your energy!  
Heimish Friday Night Experience dates:

November 17, 2023
December 8, 2023 (Shabbat Chanukah)
January 12, 2024
February 9, 2024
March 1, 2024

YICC PRIME TIME
Are you in your “prime?”  Come join your fellow YICC
members ages 45+ for wonderful events during the year.  
This group is co-chaired by Rena Frankel, Marlene Kahan 
and Lisa Kirschenbaum.  More Details to Follow.

ALTHEA GOLDSTEIN Z”L
YICC WOMEN’S TEHILLIM GROUP
Every Monday evening the Women’s Tehilim Group meets under the chairmanship of
Roz Cooper and Rita Wizenfeld.  The entire Sefer Tehilim is recited by the women
praying for those in need of a cure, for singles to find their soul mates, for Agunot to be 
freed, as well as peace in Israel and the world.  Anyone interested in joining the group, 
should contact the office.

The Tehilim group is endowed by Cheryl and Dr. Ronnie Nagel, 
in memory of Cheryl’s mother, Althea Goldstein Z”L

SOL TEICHMAN Z”L DAF YOMI SHIUR
Rabbi Yitzhak Etshalom 
Every day after the first Shacharit Minyan, Rabbi Yitzhak Etshalom,
teaches our well attended and popular Daf Yomi Shiur. Rabbi Etshalom’s daily
Daf Yomi Shiur is also available on the web at www.dafyomiyicc.org.
Weekly sponsorships of the Daf Yomi are available by contacting the Shul office.

The Daf Yomi Shiur is endowed by the Teichman Family
 in memory of Sol Teichman Z”L

BENNIE GERSHOV Z”L SEUDAH SHLISHIT SHIUR
Rabbi Jonah Steimetz
One of the most popular Shiurim in the community takes place every Shabbat afternoon at 
YICC’s Seudah Shlishit.  Rabbi Jonah Steinmetz, the Silver Family Rosh Kollel of the Jack 
and Gitta Nagel YU Community Kollel, teaches Halakha related to the Parasha, providing 
a weekly analysis of relevant Jewish legal principles connected to the Torah reading.  This 
Shiur, along with Seudah Shlishit, will start its fall season on Shabbat Parashat Breshit, 
October 14, 2023.  We welcome weekly sponsors for Seudah Shlishit.

The Shiur is endowed by the Gershov Family
in memory of David’s father, Bennie Gershov Z”L

BOOK OF THE YEAR
We are excited to resume the very popular Shabbat afternoon Tanach series, Book of the 
Year taught by Rabbi Yitzchak Etshalom.  The Shiur meets 45 minutes prior to Mincha on 
Shabbat. This year Rabbi Etshalom will be teaching “The Life of Yaakov - Part II.” 
The series begins on Shabbat Parashat Breshit, October 14, 2023.

Sponsored by Sharon & Bill Azerrad
And
Jacqueline & Dr. Robert Bocian
In memory of Dr. Bocian’s parents
Fay & Dr. Jack Bocian Z”L
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TORAH FOR THE SHABBAT TABLE
In order to enhance your Shabbat experience our Shul offers 
Divrei Torah written by both Rabbi David Mahler and
Rabbi Dr. Zev Wiener.  These weekly essays on the Parasha 
are sent via email and posted on our Shul’s website and 
copies are available in Shul on Shabbat.   

DESIRE TO INSPIRE
In 2016, in honor of Rabbi Muskin’s 30th anniversary as our 
rabbi, our Shul published a book, “Desire to Inspire”
containing a number of memorable sermons that
Rabbi Muskin delivered from our Shul’s pulpit.  To obtain
a copy, please contact the Shul office.  

BIKUR CHOLIM PAMPHLET
One of the most meaningful acts of kindness one can 
perform is visiting the sick.  To assist both the patient and 
visitor, our Shul has published a pamphlet, “Bikur Cholim 
Selected Prayers and Laws,” authored by Rabbi Muskin.  
Included in the pamphlet is a special prayer to be recited 
before surgery, and a list of appropriate Tehilim are
enumerated for both patient and visitor.  The pamphlet may 
be obtained from the Shul office or on the Shul’s website, 
www.YICC.org. 

BAR & BAT MITZVAH GUIDE
Preparing a Bar or Bat Mitzvah is always an exciting
experience.  To help you navigate all of the details in
celebrating this important milestone, Rabbi Muskin has
authored a guide that will answer your questions and 
instruct you about how these Smachot are observed in our 
Shul.  To obtain a copy of the guide, please contact the
Shul office.  
Sponsored by Carol & Adam Reich

YICC WEBSITE

Our website www.YICC.org and includes important
information you will want to know about Shul happenings. 
The website will make it easier to download and submit 
forms as well as stay informed about important community 
information.  Donations can be made on-line as well.

Sponsored by Lori Fogel in memory of her mother,
Gloria Fogel Z”L

WhatsApp GROUPS
YICC Community WhatsApp Group - Join this group to 
stay in the know about Shul happenings & reminders
(upcoming events, guest lectures, and registration links). 
This group is open to men & women from any and all
Minyanim. Please contact the Shul office if you’d like to be 
added to the group.

YCM Men’s WhatsApp Group
“The Shtiebel @ YICC” - an opportunity for the men of 
the Young Community Minyan to receive Shul reminders, 
exchange thoughts, ideas & share personal happenings 
outside of Shul. This is a great way to stay connected as 
a community even when it is not Shabbat! Please contact 
Rabbi Mahler or Jeremy Shelton if you would like to be 
added to the group. 

YCM Women’s WhatsApp Group
An opportunity for the women of the Young Community 
Minyan to receive Shul reminders, exchange questions and 
recommendations, lend support & share personal
happenings outside of Shul. This is a great way to stay
connected as a community even when it is not Shabbat! 
Please contact Dr. Gaby Mahler or Erika Buchman if you 
would like to be added to the group.

YICC YOUTH
We’re ready for another fantastic year 
with fun programs, inspiring Tefilot, 
exciting activities, and many surprises.  
Our excellent team of counselors, under 
the leadership of Jesse Orenshein, is 
there to provide an exciting and positive 
Shul experience for our children, that 
will have an impact far beyond Shabbat 
in Shul. 

We thank the following for serving on our Youth Advisory 
Board working together, Jesse Orenshein, in creating a 
wonderful youth program: Chaim Katz – Vice President of 
Youth, Dena Katz, Atara Joel, Leora Orenbuch, 
Avigayil Schreiber and Jeremy Shelton. 

Our youth program starts at 9:00 A.M.
every Shabbat morning.  Our groups include:                                                

Toddler Program:  Ages 18 months-3
Junior Program: Ages 4-5
Children’s Program:  Ages 6-9
Junior Congregation (JUCO): Ages 10-12

MAJOR EVENTS 2023-2024 
Our youth program also offers a slew of unique and exciting 
Sunday programs throughout the year:

FIRST YEAR AT YICC
An informal and very inviting Mommy & Me room will be 
available every Shabbat from 10:15 A.M. until the end 
of Davening.  The room will be located in the North-East 
corner of the Youth Wing. Mothers are invited to bring their 
children who are younger than 18 months old, to enjoy 
age-appropriate toys, snacks, and activities, while the 
mothers build a community by mingling with each other as 
well. This will be a self-service program, run by the mothers 
in attendance each week.

LILMOD U’LELAMED
Sign-up your children to the shul’s WhatsApp chat for our 
amazing Lilmod U’Lelamed program. Through this program, 
children learn a short Dvar Torah with their parents, present 
it to the shul during Seudah Shlishit, and actively engage in 
the community experience. This momentous
accomplishment will be celebrated at our shul-wide
Lilmod U’Lelamed Celebration before Shavuot.

YOUTH CHESED AWARDS
Parents are encouraged to inform our Youth Director,
Jesse Orenshein, or any member of the Youth Advisory 
Board, about acts of Chesed that their children have done. 
Each month, one recipient will be chosen to receive a
personalized plaque, presented by Rabbi Muskin, in front 
of the Shul before Musaf, and a gift card will be sent after 
Shabbat. 

Sponsored by a friend of the YICC Youth Department.

THE PARASHA PROJECT
Our new “Parasha Project,” is created to enhance our 
weekly programming with a Parasha-based theme, activity, 
game, or challenge. Each month, the bulletin will include a 
“Parasha Project’’ section with details (and, where relevant, 
instructions) for that month’s Parasha Projects.  If you have 
ideas for The Parasha Project, please reach out to Jesse 
directly (Jorenshein@gmail.com).

YICC TEENS
Under the leadership of our
Teen Leader, Rabbi Shmuel Levy, we 
offer an inspiring Teen Minyan every 
Shabbat morning.  The Minyan meets at 
9:30 A.M. in the Nagel Family Library.

ROBERT IVES Z”L MENUCHAT HANEFESH
SEUDAH SHLISHIT FOR TEEN GIRLS
In memory of Robert Ives, the Ives family has created a
special Seudah Shlishit program for our Teen Girls.  The 
Seudah Shlishit will be hosted at different homes a number 
of times throughout the year, featuring an inspiring speaker 
at each Seudah Shlishit.  The Seudah Shlishit will take place 
on the following Shabbatot:

October 21, 2023
December 2, 2023
February 10, 2024
May 25, 2024

Sponsored by the Ives Family
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SEPTEMBER 
Kickoff
September 10 - Park Day

Rosh Hashanah 
September 16
“New Year, New Game Challenge”
“Bubbles”
September 17
“Sweet New Year Candy Sushi Making”
“Ranger Jack”

Yom Kippur
September 25 - Special Programming

Sukkot
September 27 - (right before sukkot)
“YICC’s Sukkah Decorating”

OCTOBER
Sukkot (cont’d)
October 1
“Mystery Sukkah Challenge”
 
Simchat Torah Night
October 7 - Exclusive Youth Dinner,
followed by “Parent-Child Hakafot”

Simchat Torah Day
October 8
“TUGaga: The Greatest Game Ever” 

The Parasha Project
October 21 - Noach
“Boat Races / Ship in a bottle raffle” 
October 28 - Lech Lecha
“Mystery Adventure”
 
NOVEMBER 
November 12
“DIY Challah Stuff”
(Board, Bowls, Covers)

The Parasha Project
November 11 - Chayei Sarah
“Matriarch show-and-tell”
November 18 - Toldot
“Lentil Kiddush”

DECEMBER
Chanukah
December 9
“Black-Light Up The Night
Chanukah Party”
December 16
“Chassidic Choir Community Havdalah”

The Parasha Project
December 9 - Vayeishev
“Lucid Dreaming Tutorial”
December 23 - Vayigash
“22-Year Time Capsule”
 
JANUARY
Tu B’Shvat 
January 25 (Sunday)
“Botany Day”
– Help Start the YICC Greenhouse!

The Parasha Project
January 6 - Shemot
“Batya Arm Challenge”
January 13 - Va’era
“Punch Tasting”

FEBRUARY
The Parasha Project
February 3 - Yitro
“Moshe’s Court Solves Parasha Mysteries”
February 17 - Terumah
“Wear the colors of the Mishkan”

MARCH
Purim
March 21
“Purim Carnival Extravaganza!”
March 23
“Parent-Child Megillah Experience”

The Parasha Project
March 16 - Pekudei
“The Stones of the Choshen”

APRIL
The Parasha Project
April 6 - Shemini
“Exotic Kosher Food Tasting”

JUNE
Shavuot
June 9
“Pre-Shavuot Lilmod Ulelamed
Celebration”
June 12 & 13
“Ice cream parties / Torah Game Show”

15

Saturday Evening – October 7, 2023 
5:30 P.M.
SIMCHAT TORAH @ YICC
Pre-Hakafot Youth Dinner & Entertainment
Sponsored by 
Friends of YICC Youth Program

Maariv and Hakafot 7:07 P.M.

Sunday – October 8, 2023
Shacharit & Hakafot 8:00 A.M. 
Kids Program with Entertainment 11:00 A.M. 
Festive Kiddush on Simchat Torah Day (After Musaf)

Co-sponsored by the Jewish Community Foundation
of Los Angeles

Shiurim for women during Hakafot
on Simchat Torah Day
Morning Shiurim: 9:30-11:00 A.M.
Malka Popper & Geraldine Wiener

Shabbat, October 14, 2023
BOOK OF THE YEAR BEGINS
Rabbi Yitzchak Etshalom

Monday, October 16, 2023
8:30 P.M.
SEMICHAS CHAVER PROGRAM BEGINS
Seth Berkowitz

Shabbat, October 21, 2023
5:45 P.M.
ROBERT IVES Z”L MENUCHAT HANEFESH 
SEUDAH SHLISHIT FOR TEEN GIRLS
Hosted at the home of Naomi & Jeremy Ives

Shabbat, October 28, 2023
SHABBAT WITH RABBI YOSEF CARMEL

Rabbi Yosef Carmel serves as the Rabbinical Dean and 
co-founder of the Eretz Hemdah Institute for Advanced 
Jewish Studies in Jerusalem.  Rabbi Carmel is Av Beit Din 
of the Eretz Hemdah – Gazit network of Batei Din.  A prolific 
writer, Rabbi Carmel has published numerous works on
Halakha as well as Tanach.

Rabbi Carmel was a combat soldier in the IDF during the 
Yom Kippur war as well as in the first Lebanon war. Since 
1985, Rabbi Carmel has also served as a senior lecturer for 
Tanach at Jerusalem College. Rabbi Carmel heads the “Ask 
the Rabbi” program which  provides Halakhic answers in 
English to questioners from around the world. To date, more 
than 20,000 replies have been published. 

Shabbat Morning Chumash Shiur 
8:30 A.M.

Shabbat Afternoon Shiur
4:45 P.M. (Mincha 5:30 P.M.)
“Tales From the Beit Din”
This Shabbat Program is sponsored by
Barbara & Alan Gindi
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Thursday, November 2, 2023
7:15 P.M. 
Saturday Night, November 4, 2023
7:45 P.M.
BAT MITZVAH WORKSHOP
Ruhama Muskin

Ruhama Muskin will conduct her annual two-part workshop 
consisting of learning, Challah baking and Havdalah candle 
making for Bat Mitzvah students and their mothers. 
Registration will be required for participation. 
Location to be Announced

November 4, 2023
4:40 P.M. (Mincha 5:25 P.M.)
RASHI VS RAMBAM:
THE DEBATE OF THE GIANTS CONTINUES
Paul Gelb and Alex Sztuden 

Alex Sztuden will identify three overtly Midrashic comments 
found in Rashi’s commentary. He will demonstrate how the 
Rambam deals with Midrash to avoid Rashi’s conclusions, 
while Paul Gelb will present a strong defense of Rashi’s 
position in understanding the Pesukim.

Paul Gelb received his J.D. from Columbia Law School as 
well as rabbinic ordination and an M.A. in Jewish History 
from Yeshiva University.  In his law practice, he has
litigated on a pro bono basis to combat the BDS movement 
and advocate for Agunot. 
 
Alex Sztuden taught philosophy at Fordham University and 
was a Templeton Fellow at the Herzl Institute. His articles on 
Maimonides and Rav Soloveitchik have appeared in Tradi-
tion, the Journal of Jewish Thought and Philosophy, DAAT, 
the Torah U’Madda Journal, and various other publications. 

Sunday, November 5, 2023
9:00 A.M. – 12:00 P.M.

BE WELL!
COMMUNITY IMMUNIZATION
AND COVID VACCINE PROGRAM
In Collaboration with Cedars-Sinai Medical Center
At YICC
We will be providing Flu vaccines for the 2023-2024 Flu 
Season free of charge for adults and children ages 6 months 
and older (Children 6 months to 8 years of age receiving  
      their first FLU vaccine may require a 2nd dose this flu  
       season).

Friday - Shabbat, November 10-11, 2023
Scholar-in-Residence
Chaplain (Col.) Jacob Goldstein
In Honor of Veterans Day and our American Military

Chaplain Jacob Goldstein was born in Paris, France, in 
a Displaced Persons Camp after World War II. His family 
immigrated to the United States shortly after his birth. He 
graduated Lubavitch High School in Brooklyn, New York.
He continued his studies at the Rabbinical College of
Canada where he received a degree in Religious
Education. He attended Lubavitch Rabbinical Seminary 
where he received a Master of Divinity and was ordained
as a Rabbi.

Rabbi Goldstein began his Military career in March 1977, 
and on April 30, 2015, Chaplain Goldstein concluded 38 
years of Military Duty and retired with honors. He is the
longest serving Jewish Chaplain in the U.S. Military. 
Among his many assignments, on September 11,
2001, he was mobilized along with thousands of
National Guardsmen for the World Trade
Center attack.

He was named Task Force Chaplain for “Operation Rainbow 
Hope” and served at “Ground Zero” for more than
five months as the Senior Chaplain for all components and 
branches of the military assigned to the World Trade Center
Mission.  During his long military career, he earned many 
awards, including the Legion of Merit Medal.

Shabbat Morning Shiur 
8:30 A.M.
“Faith Under Fire”

Shabbat Morning Guest Speaker
(Shacharit 9:00 A.M.)

Seudah Shlishit with the Troops and Lecture
4:50 P.M. (Mincha 4:00 P.M.)
“Red, White and Blue – A Jew in the American Army”

This Weekend is Sponsored by 
Zahava & Avi Ryzman and Family
In honor of all Jewish Military Service Members
in the United States Armed Forces

Friday, November 17, 2023
4:40 P.M.  
HEIMISH FRIDAY NIGHT

Saturday Night, November 18, 2023
PRIME TIME GOES TO
OBKLA
Prime Time Chessed and Fun Night
@ OBKLA 8657 West Pico Blvd.
OBKLA is a food kitchen that prepares 
fresh food for the needy.
Details to Follow
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Shabbat, December 15-16, 2023
SHABBAT OF SONG 

Shira Chassidic Choir
For close to 20 years, the Shira Chassidic Choir has been 
captivating audiences with their compelling symphonies
and lively entertainment.  The dynamic force behind the 
group is world-renowned choir leader Shraga F. Gold.
Shraga has been entertaining Jewish crowds for over
twenty years.  In 2002, he resolved to take his singing
power to the next level.  And thus, Shira Chassidic Choir 
was born.   

Every member of Shira Chassidic Choir was selected
exclusively for their unique singing abilities. Shira Chassidic 
Choir has traveled the globe, electrifying countless events 
with their stimulating presence. The Choir’s powerful 
performances have transformed every event they attended
into a memorable and unforgettable experience.

Kabbalat Shabbat 
4:40 P.M.

Friday Night Tish 
8:00 P.M.
Hosted at the home of Verity and Gabriel Weisz
            
Shabbat Morning Tefilah
(Shacharit 9:00 A.M.)

Seudah Shlishit with the Shira Chassidic Choir
4:35 P.M. (Mincha 4:10 P.M.)

Festive Family Havdalah
5:40 P.M. (Maariv 5:20 P.M.)

Shabbat of Song is Sponsored by
Elizabeth & Dr. Howard Abramowitz and Family

In memory of their parents  Martin & Ruth Abramowitz Z”L 
And

Israel Morris (Moe) & Lorraine Reisman Z”L 19

Shabbat, December 2, 2023
SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE 
Rabbi Yona Reiss

Rabbi Yona Reiss is the Av Bet Din of 
the Chicago Rabbinical Council.  A 
noted Torah scholar, attorney, and 
jurist, Rabbi Reiss serves also as a Rosh 
Yeshiva at Rabbi Isaac Elchanan
Theological Seminary (RIETS) of
Yeshiva University.  Rabbi Reiss
graduated summa cum laude of
Yeshiva College (YU) and received his 

law degree from Yale Law School, where he was Senior
Editor of the Yale Law Journal.  He received his Semicha 
from RIETS, where he earned the distinction of Yadin Yadin. 

Shabbat Morning Chumash Shiur 
8:30 A.M.

Shabbat Morning Guest Speaker
(Shacharit 9:00 A.M.)

Rabbi Reiss In Conversation with Sarah Nissel
“The Ethics of Money: From the Boardroom
to the Beit Din”
4:40 P.M. (Mincha 4:00 P.M.)

Sarah M. Nissel is the Executive
Director of the Jewish Divorce
Assistance Center of Los Angeles 
(JDAC). Professor. Nissel is also the
Director of the Faith & Family
Mediation Clinic at Pepperdine Caruso 
School of Law where she also teaches
Community Property, Divorce & Family 

Law, and Dispute Resolution & Religion. Professor Nissel 
graduated with honors from Yale University. She received 
her J.D. from New York University School of Law. We are 
proud to have Professor Nissel and her family as members 
of YICC.

This Weekend is Sponsored by
JDAC - Jewish Divorce Assistance Center Los Angeles

Shabbat, December 2, 2023
4:30 P.M.
ROBERT IVES Z”L MENUCHAT HANEFESH 
SEUDAH SHLISHIT FOR TEEN GIRLS
Details to Follow

Wednesday, December 6, 2023
SEPHARDIC
SPICE GIRLS:
CHANUKAH
DESSERTS

A lady’s night out featuring the Sephardic Spice Girls! Join 
us as we prepare desserts for Chanukah and get tips for 
cooking from the women who bring us delicious recipes and 
stories every week in the Los Angeles Jewish Journal.

Rachel Emquies Sheff was born in Casablanca to a
Spanish Moroccan family that emigrated to Los Angeles 
when she was seven. She learned to cook from her mother. 
From precious pearls of couscous to spicy mouthfuls of
Moroccan fish, from slow-cooked dafina to crispy, paper 
thin galettes, Rachel has mastered the art, spice and spirit 
of the Moroccan kitchen. 

Sharon Gomperts was born in Tel Aviv to a family with roots 
in Baghdad and Azair, Iraq. Her family emigrated to Sydney, 
Australia and then to Los Angeles. She learned to cook the 
classics of Iraqi Jewish food—T’bit, bamia, sabich—from 
her mother and grandmother. 

Rachel and Sharon have been friends since high school. 
They have a passion for healthy cooking and sharing
delicious food with family and friends.  
Details to Follow

Friday, December 8, 2023 –  Shabbat Chanukah
4:30 P.M.
HEIMISH FRIDAY NIGHT



Shabbat, January 5-6, 2024
SCHLOAR-IN-RESIDENCE
Rabbi Dr. Shlomo Brody
In Conjunction with Cedars Sinai Medical Center

Rabbi Dr. Shlomo Brody is Executive Director of Ematai and 
a columnist for the Jerusalem Post. He previously served as 
the founding director of the Tikvah Overseas Student Insti-
tute, a senior instructor at Yeshivat Hakotel, and as a junior 
research fellow at the Israel Democracy Institute. 

Rabbi Brody is a prolific writer whose writings focus on 
making Jewish texts accessible to broader audiences while 
applying them to contemporary social and ethical dilemmas. 
His work has been cited in Israeli Supreme Court decisions 
and has appeared in Mosaic, First Things, Tradition, The 
Federalist, Tablet, Tzohar, The Forward, Hakirah, Jewish 
Review of Books, and other popular publications.

His first book, A Guide to the Complex: Contemporary
Halakhic Debates (Maggid), received a National
Jewish Book Award. His next book, Judaism Confronts War: 
Jewish Military Ethics for the 21st Century is scheduled to 
be published in both Hebrew and English in winter 2023. A 
summa cum laude graduate of Harvard College, he received 
rabbinic ordination from the Israeli Chief Rabbinate, an MA 
in Jewish philosophy at the Hebrew University, and his PhD 
from Bar Ilan University Law School.

Shabbat Morning Chumash Shiur 
8:30 A.M.

Shabbat Morning Guest Speaker
(Shacharit 9:00 A.M.)

Shabbat Afternoon Shiur
4:45 P.M. (Mincha 4:00 P.M.)
“Planning for the (Un)expected: Insurances,
Wills and other Halakhic Obligations”
This Weekend is Sponsored by Lynda & Arie Buchman

Sunday, January 7, 2024
9:00 A.M. – 12:00 P.M.
“ADVANCE HEALTHCARE & FINANCIAL 
PLANNING FAIR”

The community wide fair will include a 
presentation on life insurance from
Selwyn Gerber, a workshop to
complete an advance healthcare 
directive with Rabbi Dr. Shlomo Brody 
& Rabbi Dr. Jason Weiner, and health 
screenings including free hearing 
screenings, blood pressure,

cholesterol and blood sugar screenings and education, and 
other services by Cedars Sinai Medical Center.  There will 
many booths featuring various community non-profit
organizations, social service networks, and healthcare 
providers (such as hospices and senior living facilities) and 
other businesses that help with financial and care planning. 
Details to Follow

Friday, January 12, 2024 
HEIMISH FRIDAY NIGHT
4:50 P.M.

Tuesday, December 19, 2023
8:15 P.M.
SHALOM BAYIT SERIES – PART # 1

“Creating an even more Wonderful Marriage”
Join Dr. Gaby and Rabbi Mahler for a 2 part workshop 
on keeping your marriage fresh and joyful - at any age.
Hosted at the home of Dr. Gaby and Rabbi Mahler 

Shabbat, December 23, 2023
4:45 P.M. (Mincha 4:00 P.M.)
MEMORIAL LECTURE
Rabbi Jacob Muskin Z”L Yahrzeit Lecture
“Speaking to the Spirits – Praying in the Cemetery”
Rabbi Elazar Muskin delivers this annual Yahrzeit Lecture in 
memory of his late father, Rabbi Jacob Muskin of
Cleveland, Ohio, devoted to an in-depth study of an aspect 
of the laws of mourning.  This year’s lecture commemorates 
the thirty-fourth anniversary of the passing of Rabbi Jacob 
Muskin Z”L.

Sunday, December 24, 2023 
9:00 A.M-1:00 P.M.
YOM HAKAHAL
YICC invites the Los Angeles community for a morning of 
learning from a wide array of local Torah leaders including, 
rabbis, teachers and scholars.  You will be able to choose 
throughout the morning to learn together from the following:

1. Rabbi Asher Brander, LINK Kollel
2. Rabbi Pini Dunner, Beverly Hills Synagogue
3. Rabbi Shlomo Einhorn, Kehillat Yavneh
4. Mrs. Racheli Luftglass, YULA Girls High School,
     Principal of Judaic Studies 
5. Rabbi Yehuda Moses, Mogen David 
6. Dr. Hindy Posy, Beth Jacob of Beverly Hills
7. Rabbi Dovid Revah, Adas Torah
8. Rabbi Elan Segelman, Young Israel of Hancock Park
9. Dr. Jordana Topp, Beth Jacob of Beverly Hills and  
     Yoetzet Halacha
10. Rabbi Kalman Topp, Beth Jacob of Beverly Hills
11. Rabbi Avi Stewart, Westwood Kehilla
12. Rabbi Dr. Jason Weiner, Knesset Israel and
       Cedars-Sinai Medical Center
13. Rabbi Shlomo Yisraeli, Kehilat Bnei Torah
14. Rabbi Avraham Zajac, Chabad SOLA

Details to Follow
This Weekend is Sponsored by
Tabitha & Brian Dror
In Memory of
Tabitha’s Parents
Carol & Jack Bresowsky Z”L
and
Brian’s Father
David Dror Z”L

Tuesday, December 26, 2023
SHALOM BAYIT SERIES – PART # 2
8:15 P.M.
Hosted at the home of Dr. Gaby and Rabbi Mahler
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Friday, February 9, 2024 
5:20 P.M.
HEIMISH FRIDAY NIGHT

Shabbat, February 10, 2024
4:30 P.M.
ROBERT IVES Z”L MENUCHAT HANEFESH 
SEUDAH SHLISHIT FOR TEEN GIRLS
Details to Follow

Saturday, February 10, 2024
PRE-PURIM
COMEDY FOR KOBY NIGHT OF LAUGHTER

After years of successful sold-out tours 
in Israel, Comedy for Koby is coming 
to LA. Created by our own member 
and comedian, Avi Liberman, we are 
pleased to announce that Comedy for 
Koby is partnering with our Shul for a 
fantastic Pre-Purim night of laughter, 
featuring: Avi Liberman - host,
together with leading comedians:
Brian Kiley, Ian Edwards and Kira
Soltanovitch – Details to Follow

Sunday, February 11, 2024
SUPERBOWL LVIII PARTY 
Come watch the Superbowl with friends and participate in a 
halftime Shiur with Rabbi Muskin.  Delicious food and drinks 
will be supplied in abundance. 
Event Chairmen: Jeremy Shelton and Zach Wertheimer. 

Sunday, February 18, 2024
7:30 P.M.
HALAKHOT OF TEFILLIN – PART I
Rabbi Muskin will present our annual two-part workshop
for Bar Mitzvah students and their fathers at YICC
“Everything You Need to Know About Your Tefillin –
How? When? Where?”

Friday - Shabbat, February 23-24, 2024
SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE
Rabbi Aryeh Lebowitz

Rabbi Aryeh Lebowitz is no stranger to 
YICC, where he has served on
numerous occasions as a
Scholar-in-Residence.
Rabbi Lebowitz is the Director of the 
Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik
Semicha Program at RIETS and

Rabbi of the Beis Haknesses of North Woodmere.
Rabbi Lebowitz has spent many years being mentored by 
Rabbi Hershel Schachter and has earned an outstanding
reputation as one of the young Halakhic Poskim in America 
today. 

Friday Night Tish with Rabbi Lebowitz
8:30 P.M.
Hosted at the home of Itta & Meir Graff

Shabbat Morning Chumash Shiur 
8:30 A.M.

Shabbat Morning Guest Speaker
(Shacharit 9:00 A.M.)

Seudah Shlishit Shiur
5:30 P.M. (Mincha 4:50 P.M.)
“From the Rabbi’s Desk”

Saturday Night Melava Malka
8:00 P.M.
“Daas Torah for the Modern Orthodox Jew”
Hosted at the home of Sarah & Professor Avi Helfand

This Weekend is Sponsored by
The Graff Family 
In memory of their beloved father and grandfather:

Jacob M.M. Graff Z”L
And
Elayne & Howard Levkowitz
In memory of their fathers
Joseph Betensky Z”L and Dr. Jack Levkowitz Z”L
And
Fran & Stuart Miller 
In loving memory of 
Stuart’s parents, Rita & Sam Miller Z”L
Stuart’s brother, David Miller Z”L
Fran’s parents, Hilda & Harry Eisen Z”L
and Fran’s brother, Howard Eisen Z”L

Sunday, February 25, 2024
7:30 P.M.
HALAKHOT OF TEFILLIN – PART II
Rabbi Muskin
Sofer Ronnie Sieger
at YICC
“The Ins and Outs of Tefillin”
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Shabbat, March 16, 2024
5:45 P.M. (Mincha 6:30 P.M.)
VOICES FROM THE BIMA
Rivka Hodya (Letty) Camarillo
“My Journey to Judaism”

Each year, Voices From The Bima
features one member of YICC who 
shares with us his/her life story and 
how they balance an observant Torah 
lifestyle while succeeding in their
professional career.

This year, it is our pleasure to feature Rivka Hodya (Letty) 
Camarillo.  Letty is a Mexican-American Jew who converted 
to Judaism through the Beth Din of the Rabbinical Council 
of California in July, 2023. She attended Weber State
University in Ogden, Utah, where she was Woman of the 
Year in 2012, and earned her law degree in 2017
from UC Berkeley Law.  She is a practicing attorney
at Pershing Square Law Firm in Los Angeles. 

Her first introduction to Orthodox Judaism was at Chabad 
of San Francisco. Prior to her involvement with Chabad, she 
learned about Judaism through a historical and
anthropological lens. Upon graduation from law school she 
attended a Fellowship to Auschwitz for the Study of
Professional Ethics.  From her involvement with Chabad of 
San Francisco, Young Israel of Century City, Tomchei LA, 
Olami West, and the Jewish Learning Exchange, to her time 
learning at Shearim Seminary in Israel shortly prior to
completing her conversion, Letty’s journey to Judaism has 
been the most awe-inspiring experience of her life to-date. 

Sunday March 24, 2024 
SHUL PURIM SEUDAH
Details to Follow

Sunday, March 31, 2024
9:30 A.M.
PESACH PRODUCTS WORKSHOP
Rabbi Eliezer Eidlitz

On Zoom (Link to be provided)

Rabbi Eidlitz is the Founder 
and Director of the Kosher
Information Bureau

Friday, March 1, 2024 
5:40 P.M.
HEIMISH FRIDAY NIGHT

Friday - Shabbat, March 8-9, 2024
SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE
Michal Horowitz

Michal Horowitz earned a Bachelor of Science from
combined studies at York University, Toronto, and
Brooklyn College, NY, and completed a Master of Science 
from Brooklyn College, NY.  She delivers weekly Shiurim 
in her community of the Five Towns, NY, while her zoom 
Shiurim reach audiences across the world. 

She has been a guest lecturer and scholar in
residence in schools and communities, nationally and
internationally, and has been a speaker at Yeshiva
University’s RIETS Shavuot Yarchei Kallah for five

consecutive years.  In September 2023, Michal was keynote 
speaker at Chief Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis’ Annual Pre-Yamim 
Noraim Conference, for the United Hebrew Congregations 
of the Commonwealth.  She has thousands of shiurim online 
and her writings have been published in YU’s Torah-To-Go, 
HaMizrachi, the OU’s Jewish Action magazine, and most 
recently in “Reclaiming Dignity: A Guide to Tzniut”.  

Shabbat Morning Chumash Shiur 
8:30 A.M.

Shabbat Morning Guest Speaker
(Shacharit 9:00 A.M.)

Shabbat Afternoon Women’s Shiur
4:00 P.M.
“The Personality of Esther Hamalka”
Hosted at the home of Erika & Avi Buchman

Seudah Shlishit Shiur
5:50 P.M. (Mincha 5:10 P.M.)
“Overcoming Personal Challenges & Perservance”

This Weekend is Sponsored by
Michelle Barak & Valerie and Gary Weiter and families
In memory of their parents
June & Martin Perfit Z”L
and brother
Anthony (Tony) Perfitt Z”L
And 
Jennie Lewkowicz & Dr. Emanuel Gottlieb
In memory of their parents
Bluma & Joe Lewkowicz Z”L and Bronia & Leon Gottlieb Z”L
And
Dr. Susan Vorhand
In memory of her parents
Myra & Eugen Vorhand Z”L
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Shabbat, April 6, 2024
YOETZET HALACHA
COMMUNITY SHABBAT
Young Israel of Century City will participate in this special 
Community Shabbat highlighting the contribution to Torah 
observance that the Yoetzet Halacha program has provid-
ed our community. Visiting Yoatzot together with our local 
Yoetzet Halacha, Dr. Jordana Topp, will speak in our
community Shuls throughout Shabbat.
Details to Follow

Shabbat, April 13, 2024
YESH TIKVA SHABBAT
Gila Muskin Block
Co-Founder and Executive Director, Yesh Tikva
Shabbat Morning Guest Speaker 

Shabbat, April 13, 2024
6:00 P.M. (Mincha 6:45 P.M.) 
TIMELESS TOPICS 
Rabbi Abraham Lieberman
“The Great Misconceptions in Jewish History”

Starts Sunday April 14, 2024
Via Videos 
MANY VOICES – ONE HAGGADAH
Prepare for Pesach by hearing insights into the Haggadah 
from members and leaders of YICC, which will help you 
prepare for the most meaningful Sedarim. Each speaker 
will offer a short and inspiring Dvar Torah for you to enjoy.  
Videos will be sent directly to you and will be available on 
our website.

Presentations will be made by:
Rabbi Yitzchak Etshalom
Dr. Chana Gelb
Rabbi David Mahler
Rabbi Elazar Muskin
Ruhama Muskin
Rabbi Jonah Steinmetz
Geraldine Wiener

Sunday, April 14, 2024
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m
KASHERING KEILIM AT YICC

Friday – Shabbat, April 19-20, 2024
SHABBAT HaGADOL WEEKEND
SCHOLAR - IN - RESIDENCE
Rabbi Dr. Zev Wiener

It is a great honor to welcome back to YICC,
Rabbi Dr. Zev Wiener, who served as our Resident Maggid 
Shiur from September 2017 until 2022 when he moved with 
his family to Israel.  Rabbi Dr. Wiener graduated summa cum 
laude from Columbia College with a degree in
Biological Sciences, English, and Comparative Literature.  
He received Rabbinical Ordination from Yeshiva University, 
an M.D. degree from Harvard Medical School, and
completed residency training in psychiatry at UCLA Medical 
Center.  He previously served as Rabbinic Scholar at Young 
Israel of Brookline.  Presently, he runs a private psychiatric 
practice and teaches Torah in Israel and the Diaspora.  

Friday Night Dinner
Mincha and Kabbalat Shabbat – 5:55 P.M.
Dinner at Pat’s (by reservation only) – 7:00 P.M.
“Reclaiming the Afikomen”

Shabbat Morning Chumash Shiur 
8:30 A.M.

Shabbat Lunch
12:00 P.M.
Lunch at Pat’s (by reservation only)
“Does Matzah Improve Mental Health?”

Shabbat HaGadol Drasha
7:20 P.M. (Mincha 6:55 P.M.)
“Apples, Walnuts and Endless Love”

This Weekend is Sponsored by
Glynis & Selwyn Gerber
In memory of their parents
Doreen & Louis Gerber Z”L
Paddy & Sam Rassiner Z”L
And
by Ilana & Brett Lipman
in honor of Rabbi Dr. Zev  Wiener
And
Yafa & Dr. Arthur Platt and Family
In memory of their parents
Simi & Reuven Vaknin Z”L and Leah & Pinchas Platt Z”L
And
Sabrina & Aric Zamel
In honor of their children
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Shabbat, May 11, 2024
6:10 P.M. (Mincha 7:10 P.M.)
ISSUES & ANSWERS
“Religion on the Supreme Court’s Docket”
Professor Avi Helfand

Dr. Michael (Avi) Helfand is the Brenden Mann Foundation 
Chair in Law and Religion and Vice Dean for Faculty and 
Research at Pepperdine Caruso School of Law; Visiting 
Professor and Oscar M. Ruebhausen Distinguished
Fellow at Yale Law School; and Senior Research Fellow at 
the Shalom Hartman Institute. He received his J.D. from 
Yale Law School and his Ph.D. in Political Science from Yale 
University.

Professor Helfand often provides commentary on clashes 
between law and religion, writing for various general
audience publications, including the Wall Street Journal, 
Los Angeles Times, the Forward and Tablet Magazine. He 
has provided legal commentary for various news outlets, 
including the New York Times, PBS, and Hamodia. In addi-
tion to his academic work, Professor Helfand is an executive 
board member of the Beth Din of America, where he also 
serves as a consultant on the enforceability of rabbinical 
arbitration agreements and awards in U.S. courts. It is an 
honor for Young Israel of Century City to count Professor 
Helfand and his wife, Sarah, as devoted members of our 
Shul. 

Tuesday, May 13-14, 2024
YOM HA’ATZMAUT

Shabbat, May 18, 2024
6:15 P.M. (Mincha 7:15 P.M.)
SHABBAT AFTERNOON LECTURE
Alex Sztuden 
“The Rav Z”L – Plain & Simple”

Alex Sztuden taught philosophy at 
Fordham University and was a
Templeton Fellow at the Herzl Institute. 
A respected authority on the Rav’s
philosophy, his articles on Maimonides 
and Rav Soloveitchik have appeared 
in Tradition, the Journal of Jewish 
Thought and Philosophy, DAAT, the
Torah U’Madda Journal, and various 
other publications. 

Shabbat, May 25, 2024
7:15 P.M.
ROBERT IVES Z”L 
MENUCHAT HANEFESH SEUDAH SHLISHIT 
FOR TEEN GIRLS
Details to Follow

Friday- Shabbat, 31 - June 1, 2024
SCHOLAR - IN – RESIDENCE
YOM HASHOAH, YOM HA’ATZMAUT
& YOM YERUSHALAYIM WEEKEND
Rabbi Yosef Tzvi Rimon
In Conjunction with Mizrachi Olami
US Israel 360 Shabbaton

Rabbi Yosef Zvi Rimon is an
internationally acclaimed Posek -
decisor of Jewish law – as well as an 
innovative educator, prolific author, 
popular lecturer, and social innovator.  
Rabbi Rimon is the Chief Rabbi of Gush 
Etzion, Rosh Yeshiva of Lev
Academic Center (JCT), and Rabbi of 

Alon Shevut South. Rabbi Rimon is also the founder of
Sulamot, a non-profit organization which advances
innovations in Torah education and the founder of LaOfek, 
an organization which works with marginalized populations 
in Israel, helping them to become gainfully employed.

In recognition of his outstanding achievements,
Rabbi Rimon was awarded the Jerusalem Prize in
2023 for Sulamot’s innovative approach to Jewish
education, the Uri Orbach Prize for Jewish Culture in 2023 
in honor of the quality and impact of the Ratzim LaMishna 
video program, the Katz Prize in 2018 for the application of 
Halakha in modern society, the Moskowitz Prize for Zionism 
in 2014 for his revolutionary Chessed initiatives and the 
President’s Prize for Volunteerism in 2008. 

It is an honor to welcome back to YICC Rabbi Rimon who 
has been our guest on previous occasions.

Shabbat Morning Chumash Shiur 
8:30 a.m.

Shabbat Morning Guest Speaker
(Shacharit 9:00 a.m.)

Shabbat Afternoon Lecture
6:15 P.M. (Mincha 7:00 P.M.)
“Are We Currently in the Time of Geulah?”

Shlishit Lecture
7:45 P.M. (Maariv 8:33 P.M.)
“Can Chat GPT Replace the Rabbi?”

This Weekend is Sponsored by
Fran & Stuart Miller and Rita & Yoni Statman
In loving memory of
Harry & Hilda Eisen Z”L and Howard Eisen Z”L 

Wednesday, June 5, 2024
YOM YERUSHALYIM
Celebrating the 57th Yom Yerushalyim

Shabbat, June 8, 2024
(Shacharit 9:00 A.M.)
GRADUATION SHABBAT
YICC proudly salutes our 2024 Graduates
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Tuesday June 11 – Thursday June 13, 2024
SHAVUOT  SCHOLAR – IN – RESIDENCE
Rabbi Heshie and Rookie Billet

Rabbi Heshie Billet is one of the most respected rabbis in 
the American Orthodox rabbinate.  He served as a pulpit 
Rabbi for 44 years in the United States, 40 of them as the 
rabbi of the largest Orthodox Shul in America, Young Israel 
of Woodmere, NY.  Rabbi Billet earned his Semicha from 
RIETS and a MA in Jewish History from Bernard Revel 
Graduate School of Yeshiva University.  During his rabbinic 
career he served as President of the Rabbinical Council of 
America and as a member of the US President’s
Commission for the Preservation of America’s Heritage 
Abroad.  He serves on the Rabbinic Board of Mattan and 
the Tikvah Fund in Israel.  Last year he fulfilled his dream 
and made Aliyah.

Rookie Billet recently retired and made Aliyah with her 
husband after a very successful 37 year career in Jewish 
Education during which she served as Principal of YUHSG 
Queens, Assistant Principal of SKA High School, Principal 
of Maayanot Girls Yeshiva High School
and Principal of Shulamith Girls
Middle School. She earned her BA
from Brooklyn College and an MA
from NYU, a Hebrew Teacher’s degree
from Teacher’s Institute for Women and
completed the Yoetzet Halakha program
at Nishmat.

Tuesday, June 11, 2024
(Mincha 7:55 P.M.)
Dvar Torah 
By Rabbi Heshie Billet

TIKUN LEIL SHAVUOT
11:45 P.M. – 5:00 A.M.
“Stay Up and Watch the Stars
Come Out”

Wednesday, June 12, 2024  
Shavuot Afternoon Lecture
6:00 P.M. (Mincha 7:50 P.M.)
 Rabbi Heshie and Rookie Billet 
“Practical and Religious Responses to Loss and Grief”
Hosted at the home of Danielle & Dr. Steven Kupferman

Thursday, June 13, 2024
8:30 A.M.
Shiur on Megilat Rut
By Rabbi Heshie Billet

Shavuot Afternoon Lecture
6:00 P.M.
“The Jewish Traveler and Halakha”
By Rabbi Heshie Billet
Hosted at the home of Eliana & Jeff Marcus 

8:00 P.M. (Mincha 7:45 P.M.)
Rabbi Heshie & Rookie Billet
in Conversation with Rabbi Muskin
at YICC
“Lessons Learnt from a Career in the Rabbinate
and Jewish Education”

This Shavuot Weekend is Sponsored by
Rina & Dr. Sherwin Isenberg and Family 
In memory of their parents
Nettie & Irving Isenberg Z”L and Olga & Edward Simon Z”L
And
Wendy & Dr. Larry Platt and Family 
In honor of Rabbi Heshie & Rookie Billet

Sunday, June 30, 2024
10:00 A.M.
ARIEL & KAREN AVRECH Z”L
MEMORIAL LECTURE AND BRUNCH
Rabbi Alan Kalinsky
“An Attitude of Gratitude” 

Ariel Avrech Z”L 
On July 1, 2003 (2 Rosh Chodesh Tammuz 5763) the
Los Angeles Jewish Community suffered the tragic loss of 
Ariel Chaim Avrech Z”L.

A 22-year-old Ner Yisrael student, Ariel was raised in our 
community, attending Harkham Hillel Hebrew Academy 
and Yeshiva Gedolah of Los Angeles.  Ariel was an active 
member of Young Israel of Century City, where he often 
delivered lectures during the holidays.  For years, Ariel
suffered illness, but this gentle and Torah-loving young 
man never relinquished the fervor of his learning.  

Karen Singer Avrech Z”L
Karen Singer Avrech, Ph.D., was Robert Avrech’s beloved 
wife of 44 years.  She was the proud mother of Ariel Z”L, 
Leda and Aliza, and doting grandmother to Maya, Lielle, 
Liv, Leo, Finn and Charlotte.  Dr. Avrech was well known in 
Los Angeles for her sensitive work as a child
psychologist, testing and diagnosing thousands of children 
over the years.  Karen was a faithful participant in the
women’s Tehilim group.  In addition, Karen attended 
numerous Torah classes offered through YICC, her Shul 
for over thirty years.  Her genuine modesty, goodness and 
deeply felt Torah observance were apparent to all who 
knew her. Karen’s death from pancreatic cancer has left a 
gaping void for her family and the wider Jewish
community.

Rabbi Alan Kalinsky served as the OU West Coast
Director for over 35 years. During his tenure he promoted 
OU programs and activities throughout the West Coast. In 
addition to his organizational and administrative duties, he 
served as Rabbinic Field Representative for OU Kosher. In 
this role he encouraged the Ralphs Grocery Company to 
create the Kosher Experience in several key stores in Los 
Angeles.

From 2005 - 2012 he served as the Rabbi of Young 
Israel of North Beverly Hills.  He also served for 28 years 
as Chaplain in the United States Air Force Reserves and 
retired from the Air Force in 2002, attaining the rank of 
Lieutenant Colonel.

In 2021 he was appointed to a newly created position
at Yeshiva University, the RIETS Rabbinic Mentor,
assisting young rabbis as they transition into their new 
roles as Synagogue Rabbis.  Rabbi Kalinsky is a childhood 
friend of Robert Avrech.

To pay tribute to Ariel and Karen’s
beloved memories, the Avrech 
Family has established an
annual Yahrzeit Lecture Series.  
This year we are delighted to have 
Rabbi Alan Kalinsky address us.
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The following supporters generously helped make the
programs listed in this Program Calendar possible:

Elizabeth & Dr. Howard Abramowitz
Robert Avrech and Family
Sharon & Bill Azerrad
Michelle Barak
Jacqueline & Dr. Robert Bocian
Lynda & Arie Buchman
Tabitha & Brian Dror
Friends of the YICC Youth Dept.
Glynis & Selwyn Gerber
Michal & David Gershov
Barbara & Alan Gindi
Jennie Lewkowicz & Dr. Emanuel Gottlieb
Itta & Meir Graff and Family
Rina & Dr. Sherwin Isenberg
Ives Family
JDAC - Jewish Divorce Assistance Center
Los Angeles

Jewish Community Foundation of
Los Angeles

Levine & Meier Families
Elayne & Howard Levkowitz
Ilana & Brett Lipman
Fran & Stuart Miller
Cheryl & Dr. Ronnie Nagel
Yafa & Dr. Arthur Platt
Wendy & Dr. Larry Platt and Family
Zahava & Avi Ryzman
Rita & Yoni Statman
Teichman Family
Dr. Susan Vorhand
Sabrina & Aric Zamel Sabrina & Aric Zamel

Shabbat Afternoons:
September 7, 2024 – September 28, 2024
JUDITH S. LEVINE MEMORIAL
PRE-HIGH HOLIDAY LECTURE SERIES
With the onset of Rosh Chodesh Elul, four
guest speakers are invited to address a theme
pertaining to the High Holiday season on the
four Shabbatot from Rosh Chodesh Elul to
Erev Rosh Hashanah. A detailed announcement
for this series will be published in addition
to this calendar. 

Sponsored by 
Levine & Meier Families
in memory of Judith Levine Z”L
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PATRON

West Wing Hana & Joe Kornwasser

Sanctuary Wing Sheri & Arnold Schlesinger

Library and Library Wing Nagel Family

Beit Midrash/Social Hall Lauren & Mark Mintz

Youth Wing Teichman Family

Aron HaKodesh in Sanctuary Rosina & Bob Korda

Rabbi’s Office Sara & Simha Lainer Foundation

Main Entrance Lobby Mona & Hamid Rashidi Doust

Rotunda Aaron and Miriam Robin & Reuben and Miri Robin

Kiddush & Sukkah Pavilion Murielle & Steve Uretsky

Bima in Sanctuary Nagel Family

Teen Minyan Room Elayne & Howard Levkowitz

Sefarim & Talit Cabinet in Sanctuary Yafa & Dr. Arthur Platt

Mizrach Wall in Sanctuary Ilana & Gil Goldschein

Sanctuary Lobby Ruth & Seth Berkowitz

Netilat Yadim Lavers Rina & Dr. Sherwin Isenberg

Aron in Beit Midrash Hana Kornwasser

Toddler Classroom Wintner & Fishkin Families

Ezrat Nashim in Main Sanctuary Cheryl & Dr. Ronnie Nagel

Sanctuary Mechitzah Herbst Family

Replica of Knesset Menorah Regina & Ernie Goldberger
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SPONSOR

Yona & Isser Elishis

Bella & Yosef Essas

Rena & Jamie Frankel

Rose & Zoltan Friedman

Esther & Louis Kesten Foundation

Brigitte & Jonathan Schoen

Shuli & Avi Steinlauf

Mary & Aric Streit

The Kenneth Leventhal Foundation

Main Entrance Doors Lynda & Arie Buchman

Parochet in Sanctuary Tina & Michael Loboda

Beit Midrash Shulchan Feder Family

Beit Midrash Ner Tamid Kellerman Family

Sanctuary South Side Mezuzah & Ezrat Nashim Mezuzah   

Dr. Susan Graysen

Rabbi’s Beit Midrash Shtender & Chair

Susie & Sam Porgess

Library Bookcases Sabrina & Aric Zamel

Main Entrance Mezuzah Judy & Allan Kandel

Kisei Shel Eliyahu

Eisenberg, Greenbaum and Grossman Families

Zecher L’Churban Kathi Barnhard & Gary Hiller

Amud Eva & Abe Kaplan and Family

Sanctuary Yamim Noraim Parochet

Drs. Honey & Marvin Pietruszka 

Rabbi’s Sanctuary Chair and Shtender Esti & Craig Levine

Judaica Display Cabinet in Rotunda

Victoria & Dr. Charlie Frankel

BENEFACTOR

Karen & Meir Brunelle

Michal & David Gershov

Tracey & Joey Goldstein

Ruhama & Rabbi Elazar Muskin

Geraldine & Dr. Isaac Wiener 

Grand Entrance Staircase

Fran & Staurt Miller

Library Furniture

Mt. Sinai Memorial Park Foundation

 Sanctuary Entrance Doors

Deborah & Dr. Mark Goldenberg

Judaica Display Cabinet in Rotunda

Feder Family

Judaica Display Cabinet in Rotunda

Rena & Steve Kreitenberg
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THE 
VENUE
YOU’VE
BEEN
LOOKING 
FOR

• 300 Guest Capacity

• Modern & Sleek Space

• Selection of Kosher Caterers
    (Glatt & Dairy)

• For Any Occasion

CONTACT CLAIRE FOR SHOWINGS, BOOKINGS & MORE INFORMATION:
RENTALS@YICC.ORG OR 310-712-0521
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BUILDER  
Deborah Gamson

Zahava & Avi Ryzman
Judaica Display Cabinet Gloria Fogel & Lori Fogel

Judaica Display Cabinet Dror Family
Digital Luach Bulletin Board  Jenny & Moshe Buchman

Beit Midrash Aaron Parochet Hana Kornwasser
Sanctuary Men’s Entrance Mezuzah Rivki & Sammy Mark

Sanctuary N. Entrance Mezuzah The Hyman Family – Mark, Sheryl, Ari, Micah, Jesse, Noah
Sanctuary Skylight Jennie Lewkowicz & Dr. Emi Gottlieb

Sanctuary Skylight Madeleine & Robert Rosenberg
Tapestry above Ritual Washing Sink Bryndie & Dr. Moshe Benarroch

Sanctuary Guest Rabbi’s Seat & Shtender Suzanne & Dr. Kevin Schlanger
Digital Display Monitor Barak & Weitzer Family

Beit Midrash Rotunda Mezuzah Nora & Behrouz Soroudi
Kiddush Pavilion Mezuzah Laurie & Dr. Darrin Hirt

Library Mezuzah Elisa & Alan Schoenfeld – Steven Oppenheim
Beit Midrash Bookshelves Sabrina & Aric Zamel

Elizabeth & Dr. Howard Abramowitz
Orna & David Abrams

Laurence & Joseph Agi
Alison & Evan Anziska

Lisa & Geoffrey Aranoff
Shawni & Jeff Astrof
Kendra & Ron Altman

Felice Gottlieb & Shmuel Barak
Helaine & Ronald Bookbinder

Rosalyn & Rabbi Abraham Cooper

Risa & Dr. Simcha Dauer
Yvette & Eric Edidin

Shoshana & Joel Fogel
Barbara & Alan Gindi
Naomi & Jeremy Ives

Gila & Yitzy Katz
Aviva & Scott Krieger

Danielle & Dr. Steven Kupferman
Roz & Joel Linderman

Dr. Anna Baum & Barry Novack
Wendy & Dr. Larry Platt

Auralee & David Ring
Fred Roberts

Lawrence, David and Allen Samson
Nomi & Daniel Silverman 

Doni & Dr. Steve Simon
Sara & Allan Sternberg
Candace & Barry Weisz

Parnas
Yael & Craig Ackermann

Lisa & Ben Orlanski
Ronit & Yoni Platt

Evey & Marty Pollack
Carol & Adam Reich
Keren & Yosef Segal

Adi & Dr. Phillip Werthman

Boneh
Erika & Avi Buchman

Simona & Steven Heumann
Ellie Kulman & Marshall Jaffe

Talia and Adam Lebovitz
Mindy & Ben Lyons

Gila & Rabbi David Block - Dina & Rabbi Daniel Goldberg
Tamra & Dr. Benjamin  Lesin

Dr. Talya & Seth Nayowitz
Dr. Stephen Schloss

Gabriel & Verity Weisz

 SUPPORTER

UPSTAIRS YOUTH WING DEDICATION WALL
Tomech

Jim Burrows
Diana Fiedotin 

Judith & Aryeh Goldberg
Rebecca & Reuven Grabel

Sharon & Jeff Fishman
Dahlia & Asher Hoffman

Esther Macner & Dr. Chaim Plotzker
Helen & Moshe Sassover

Linda & Alan Sklar
Lori Pietruszka & Ronny Sussman

Pamela & Michael Talansky
Ruby & Sam Weissman

Dr. Michelle & Dr. Alan Willner

Torem 
Ernestine & Mark  Brass, Esther and Sarita

Rachel & Adam Lewis
Daphne & Jonathan Orenshein
Jacob and Shoshana Polevoy

Elkie & Howard Reichman
Chelsea & Matthew Schames

Nancy & Mark Schiff
Lindsay & Steven Turk

Koren & Aaron Wizenfeld
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9317 W. Pico Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90035

310-273-6954
shuloffice@yicc.org

www.yicc.org
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Order my Passover Table Runners!
www.PassoverTableRunners.com

YICC PC Concept and Design
Jeff Coen | JDC Design

310-551-1521
jeff@jdc-design.com

Graphic Design | Web Design 
www.jdc-design.com


