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From the Rabbi’s Desk

The Synagogue 
Archipelego

There are things that I do, because I am a Jew. There are things 
that I do, because I am a rabbi. I daven every day, because I am a 
Jew; I daven at the front of the shul, because I am a rabbi. I was 
heartbroken over the tragic attack at Tree of Life Synagogue in 
Pittsburgh, because I am a Jew; I travelled to Pittsburgh to represent 
my shul and the Toronto community, because I am a rabbi.

cont. on page 4

 My plan was to attend funerals and shivas in order to 
offer consolation to grieving families. This is what halacha 
requires of us – it is something that I am trained to do well. 
The shul advertised in an email to our membership that I 
planned to travel to Pittsburgh, asking for volunteers to 
participate in the trip. Almost ten people expressed interest. 
Before setting our itinerary, we waited for the police in 
Pittsburgh to release the victims’ bodies and for families 
to make arrangements for burial. I contacted community 
leaders in Pittsburgh who shared information about how we 
could be helpful. In the end, scheduling conflicts meant that 
only Hananel Segal was able to join me for the trip. (Thanks 
for your help, Hananel.)
 We left Toronto on Wednesday, October 31 at 6:15am. 
We stopped in Hamiltion for Shacharit.
 When I travel, I stop at synagogues along the way in 
order to daven. I like to see cities through their synagogues 
and communities. I feel the synagogue’s architecture and 
listen to the conversations as people enter and depart. I did 
this long before I became a rabbi. Maybe, it was a sign that 
I would, one day, become a rabbi. The regular pattern of 
prayer unites us – such that no matter where we are in the 
world – the structure of communal tefillah allows us to speak 
to God as one.
 As I davened with Rabbi Daniel Green who was saying 
kaddish for his father, Rabbi Mordechai, who had built 
that shul, I thought about synagogues: Toronto, Hamilton, 
Pittsburgh. A commonality linked our existence. Were 
the people davening with us on that dark wet morning in 
Hamilton any different from those who had gathered the 
previous Shabbat in Pittsburgh? Every synagogue is a small 

Rabbi chaim
stRauchleR

embassy of Jewish sovereignty – a location consecrated for 
being korei beshem HaShem – to call out in God’s name – as 
our forefather Abraham had once done.
 Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn wrote, in his classic The Gulag 
Archipelago, about the ability of places to fold together and 
to constitute a new virtual geography:
 This amazing country of Gulag which, though scattered 
in an archipelago geographically, was, in the psychological 
sense, fused into a continent – an almost invisible, almost 
imperceptible country… And this Archipelago crisscrossed 
and patterned that other country within which it was located, 
like a gigantic patchwork, cutting into its cities, hovering over 
its streets. Yet there were many who did not even guess at its 
presence and many, many others who had heard something 
vague. And only those who had been there knew the whole 
truth.
 Extending this metaphor: This amazing country of 
Synagogue the anti-Semite attacked, when he entered Tree of 
Life. This amazing country of Synagogue the Nazis attacked, 
on Kristlnacht. Each of us who has heard the words of King 
David, “Let me dwell in the house of the Lord all the days 
of my life,” understands that in a psychological sense – it is 
our fused continent that had been defiled by the sounds of 
gunfire, as it had been defiled eighty years before. 
 Upon leaving Hamilton, we travelled to the Peace Bridge 
to cross into the United States. The border agent asked us:
 “Where are you going?” – Pittsburgh.
 “How long would we be there?” – Two days. 
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 “What’s the purpose of your trip?” – To offer consolation 
   to the bereaved.
 “Thank you for coming here; have a safe trip.”
 These short and intense interactions with strangers 
littered our trip. People in Pittsburgh would stop us in the 
street to share their feelings of sadness. 
 As we drove down route I-79, the bright colours of 
autumnal trees saturated the horizon. The synagogue 
towards which we were travelling is called Tree of Life. Every 
year, a tree displays its greatest vibrancy, as it prepares to 
shed its leaves. How often do we only appreciate a person 
when they too prepare to depart? We would listen to many 
stories in Pittsburgh. The stories were like bright leaves. They 
depicted warm caring people much like those who inhabit 
Shaarei Shomayim – and every shul in the archipelago. The 
synagogue regulars at Tree of Life were kedoshim – holy – in 
their lives. Yet it took a horrific act of terror for us to fully 
appreciate those holy lives – those bright and special leaves. 
 While in Pittsburgh, we attended funerals for three of 
the murdered and visited shivas for three others. Before 
the ad-hoc memorial erected outside Tree of Life, we stood 
shoulder to shoulder with so many others, who had come to 
reflect and to pray at that spot. We delivered beautiful notes 
from Hillel University students, Netivot HaTorah student 
letters, and hand painted cards from Baycrest residents to the 
mourners. We also spoke with Jews in local Pittsburgh shuls 
and with Pittsburgh citizens in the streets. 
 I conveyed messages on behalf of those who attended 
the vigil at Mel Lastman square on the Monday night after 
the attack. Five thousand Torontonians – Jews and non-Jews 
– came out on a cold winter night to say we are with you at 
your time of sorrow. The families of the murdered and the 
people of Pittsburgh were very appreciative of our love and 
support. 
 At the funeral for Sylvan and Bernice Simon on 
Thursday afternoon, Rabbi Jeffrey Myers opened the floor 
(of a standing room only chapel) for those who knew the 
deceased. Judah Samet, an 80+ year old Holocaust survivor, 
stood up to speak. He said that he and Sylvan shared a 
common experience as paratroopers: Sylvan in the US Army 
101 Airborne, and he in the 1948 Nachal brigade of the IDF. 
He mentioned how they would chide each other, and he 
referred to Sylvan as his brother. Judah said, in reflecting on 
the murdered, that nothing had changed since the Holocaust 
(Jews are still murdered for being Jews). Yet, he argued that 
we must be positive in the face of such tragedy. 

cont. from page 3

The Synagogue Archipelego

do you Receive 
Rabbi stRauchleR’s 
Weekly torah for 
your life emails?
if not, please contact the shul 

office to be included in the email 

list. or you can visit our website at 

shaareishomayim.shulcloud.com/shul-

publications.html and click on “sign 

up heRe”. please visit his regularly 

updated blog: shaareishomayim.

shulcloud.com/rabbi-strauchlers-blog

 Judah is right. Yet, today we must appreciate certain 
crucial differences. Courageous policemen run into 
synagogues to protect their Jewish neighbours, and an entire 
city rallies to our defense. How different this moment is from 
the tragedy of 75 years ago. 
 Chaim Nachman Bialik travelled from Odessa to 
Kishinev in 1903 to report on a pogrom. He wrote a poem, 
In The City Of Slaughter, to describe what he saw. It speaks 
not just about the tragedy, but also about how we as a people 
process tragedy. So much has changed; and so much remains 
the same. After this tragic attack in Pittsburgh, a poem 
remains to be written.
  After Judah finished speaking, Rabbi Myer called forward 
his “regulars” to sing the Simons’ favorite Shabbat song: l’dor 
vador nagid gadlecha. From generation to generation, we 
will sing Your greatness and forever, will we sanctify Your 
holiness. This has not changed. Kedushatecha nakdish – holy 
Jews still sanctify God’s holiness, until their very last breath. 
That will never change. This must be a part of that poem. 
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From What if?  
to How Might I? 

There are only two types of Jews – those who are 
engaged, and those who are not engaged. Those 
who live our values, and those who do not. Those 
who are learning, and those who are forgetting.

 As we finished the Yamim Noraim earlier in the fall, 
after a difficult fast, after a day of challenging prayer and 
self-reflection, it may seem easy to say “my work is done.”  
On with the new year. Up with the Sukkah. Down with 
the Sukkah. And car pools, medical appointments, and the 
“usual” of six days of work, and one day of rest.
 There are only two things that are truly under our control: 
our time, and our attitude. Try as we might, we can’t control 
our kids, parents, or family members; we can influence 
them, but control them – no. We really are in charge only of 
ourselves: what we do, and how we think.
 So as we move into the “Chanukah season” it is useful to 
reflect on the choices of many within our community. It’s my 
honour and privilege to report that we have 30+ committees 
at Shaarei Shomayim. Each of these is led by a person who 
feels strongly about the mandate, and has chosen to spend 
their time to strengthen our community. Within these 
committees are equally dedicated volunteers, who also have 
voted with their time, and have a giving attitude. These 
people – many of them are you - make a difference.
 This is true in the Youth committee, the Teen committee, 
the House committee, the Religious Committee, and on and 
on. It’s true of the executive, the board of governors, our staff, 
and our clergy.
 That we are a vibrant growing shul is not a miracle: Time 
and Attitude have made a difference.  
 As President, I see another side of this attitude: we have 
many members who have contributed financially, well and 
above their annual dues, to fund key shul programs. Many 
of these donors do so quietly, with no public recognition.  
To this group, on behalf of the congregation, I also say  
thank you.  
 This year is our 90th anniversary, and this year we will 
celebrate together, and build the foundation for the next 
90 years. Part of this will include fundraising: we do have a 
number of projects that we want to complete. For example, 
leveraging the space where the apartment currently sits 

into a large multi-use room. Or beautifying the parking lot 
entrance with new cladding and a canopy to match our front. 
Or starting an endowment fund for adult education, just to 
name a few. And of course, paying off our mortgage. Part of 
this celebration will be a gala next fall. Part of this will be 
the restoration of all of our Torahs, including beautiful new 
covers, and the dedication of our unattributed Torahs. More 
about these exciting projects in the coming months.
 I also wanted to speak to you about Shaarei Shomayim 
beyond our immediate community. In his article in 
Jewish Action magazine, Allen Fagin, the OU Executive 
VP described “the Seismic Shift over the next 50 to 70 
years.” Orthodox Jews will move from 10 to 12% of the  
American Jewish population, to a significant majority of 
it: more than reform, conservative, and “no denomination 
Jews” combined.  
 Of course, it feels nice to say that we are on the “winning 
team,” but this is both arrogant, and it breeds complacency. 
If these trends do come to pass, please do read the article – 
it speaks to the absolute requirement for traditional Jewish 
institutions, like us here at Shaarei Shomayim, to think long 
and hard about our role going forward. How do we become 
attractive to those looking for a more meaningful Jewish 
experience, especially to those beyond our “traditional” 
market? And what role do we play outside our shul, 
particularly in the wider community?
 Part of this answer can be found in how I opened my 
thoughts – there are only two kinds of Jews: those who are 
engaging, and those who are not. This means that wherever 
you are on the religious scale, there is always an opportunity 
for you to grow, and your shul is here to help this happen, in 
a welcoming, non-judgmental way. If you have come to our 
shul as a visitor, perhaps for the first time, let me say You are 
Welcome Here – please come again, and please join us.
 Some people grow by volunteering on committees for 
the very first time. Or leading them for the very first time. 
Some people (e.g. me) become the shul president for the very 
first time. Others sign up for a class. Or decide to daven more 
frequently. Or visit the sick. Or phone the house-bound. Or 

cont. on page 7

Randall cRaig
President’s Message
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give of their professional time as lawyers and accountants. 
Or host people for Shabbat. Or write a cheque.
 If you haven’t looked at the programs, all focused on 
helping you grow, DO SO! And if you’d like to get involved 
and you’re not sure how, reach out to the Rabbi, or to me 
personally.
 It is very tempting to look at the rabbis, or the office 
staff, or the board, as the strength of the shul, but all of these 
folks are really only catalysts. It doesn’t matter which Shaarei 
Shomayim minyan you daven in: upstairs, downstairs, or 
hashkama – we’re one shul. And it doesn’t matter if you 
daven every day or only three days each year. (Well, perhaps 
it does matter!) But if each of us did only ONE thing more, 
we can only imagine the impact.
 What if we each invited someone new to our Shabbat 
table? We’d build a stronger network of friends, and a 
stronger community. What if we all attended just one 
additional class – or maybe attended a new shul program for 
the very first time? What if we volunteered on a committee? 
We grow stronger as individuals… and we’d grow stronger  
as a community. And when we do this, we also model  
for our children – and for those outside of these walls – how  
to live today, in the modern world, as observant – and 
engaged – Jews.
 So in that spirit, the next time you’re in shul, spy out that 
person who you don’t know. Or maybe they do look familiar, 
but you don’t actually know their name. The next time 
you see them, reach over, shake their hand, and introduce 
yourself.    
 As we build our community, let’s not ask what if… but 
rather how might I? How might I invite someone new to 
our Shabbat table? Or to the shul? How might I volunteer 
for a committee or attend a shul program? How might I 
attend services, just one more morning or afternoon during  
the week?  
 That new person, or maybe it’s a friend of yours who 
doesn’t regularly come to shul, commit to yourself to reach 
out. Here’s your question: How might I invite them to my 
Shabbat table. Here’s the simple answer: just do it. Our work 
is not yet done.
 The only thing we can control is our time, and our 
attitude. This year, let’s use them to build a stronger, more 
welcoming, and engaged community.

cont. from page 6

From What if? to How Might I?
 We recognize that our community is not just within 
our four walls, but also well beyond. Sadly, we spent time 
last month grieving for those lost in Pittsburgh, and 
also reviewing our own security infrastructure here in 
Toronto. As a result of this, we have reconstituted a security 
committee, met numerous times, and have taken additional 
steps to increase the level of security in our building. By the 
time this bulletin is distributed, more of the plans will be 
implemented.
 On behalf of your board and executive, thank you for the 
opportunity to serve. And thank you for making this shul a 
community: may we go from strength to strength. 

thank you!
to all the volunteers who make our 

community great! turn to page 8 for 

our list of valued volunteers.

if you want to help, please reach out 

to Randall craig by email at:  

president@shomayim.org
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cont. from page 7

From What if? to How Might I?

Beyond the executive and the board members, the unsung heroes in our shul are the many volunteers, 
each led by a committee chair or co-chairs. when you see these people in the halls, please say thank 
you. Or even better, say “how might i help?”

committee or role chair / co-chair
Brotherhood robert Klein and tBd
Budget and Finance Brian Lass, Jonathan Ostro
Catering Lori disenhouse, Judy Laxer
Cemetery Brian Cantor, sol Zeifman
Chessed dalya hakimi, Kitty wintrob
CiJa representative aaron hershtal
Constitution Lori disenhouse, elie roth, donna starkman shiff
Culture and entertainment Jerry and sandra Genesove
decorum david wm. Brown
dues Charlene arje, Joel Monson
Fundraising In formation
high holiday sub Committee hyim Bessin
Gabbai/Parnass Louis vandersluis, Barry Goldman
house Yaakov Goldrich, sol Zeifman
inclusion Casey Green, shoshana Kagedan
KiddushFest wendy Kauffman, tammy Parker, Yvette rosenberg
Medical Gili rosen
Membership tamar arje-Lechtman, Kayla Bernick, Joyce eklove, Judy Laxer
neighbouring real estate randy shiff
Office Joyce eklove, Bonnie Langer
Past President Council Joyce eklove
Programming Joyce eklove, Katy Korman
religious hyim Bessin, ron Cuperfain
rep to COr Brian Lass
security eric Ohayon, david elharar
shinshinim Melissa Joseph, Gili rosen
teen emily hershtal, naomi Mansell
website Brian Cantor, rachel Libman
Youth elianne Koschitsky, Yael Lipson, avital strauchler
venue Laura Fialkov
90th anniversary event Bonnie Langer and tBd

in addition to these committees, our shul has held numerous israel-focused events, Young 
Professionals events, adult education, and continues to develop our Marketing. thank you to the 
many volunteers who made these happen.
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From the Board
The board has been exceptionally busy during the 

last six months. The President’s update, sent via 
email recently, provides many of the details. In this 
article, we wanted to highlight three key items:

abuse Policy
Last year, the board spent a significant amount of time 
developing a comprehensive policy to minimize the 
possibility of abuse towards children and vulnerable adults. 
This includes communications, training, procedures, and 
forms. Recently we had this policy reviewed by Dr. Shira 
Berkovits, a world authority on the topic, in conjunction 
with a seminar she held for shul leadership on the topic. 
She was impressed that we had a policy, and that it was both 
comprehensive, workable, and specific to us. We have recently 
convened a working group to review her recommendations 
for potential updates.

Cannabis Policy
With the legalization of cannabis for recreational purposes, 
there is a new risk for which the synagogue must guard 
against: the inadvertent consumption of cannabis products 
(such as edibles and cannabis-infused drinks), which may 
result in overdose or long-term harm, particularly for 
children who unknowingly consume the products. For this 
reason, the board approved the following policy:

This policy applies to members, guests, employees, and 
contractors.
 
Shaarei Shomayim is a cannabis-free facility. Cannabis or 
cannabis-related products (such as edibles and cannabis-
infused drinks) are not allowed to be used on the property or 
at shul-sponsored events, under any circumstances, with the 
following exception:
 
When cannabis products are prescribed by a medical doctor, 

every effort should be made to use them before arriving on the 
property. If they must be used on the property at the direction 
of a medical doctor, they must be in the personal possession 
of the patient (or caregiver) at all times, and must be used 
privately; for example, in the medical room, and cannot be in 
violation of any other shul policy, such as the “no smoking” 
policy. For clarity, smoking cannabis on the property (or using 
it in a way that impacts others) is not permitted.

vaccination Policy
By way of background, there have been a number of outbreaks 
of infectious disease, such as measles, in Jewish communities 
both in North America and in Israel, which could have been 
prevented or contained if the children were vaccinated. 
Within Shaarei Shomayim, we have a number of groups for 
whom contracting these diseases can be deadly; this includes 
people who are immunocompromised due to cancer or other 
reasons, the elderly, and those who are pregnant. The Rabbi 
had met other Jewish leaders from other institutions and 
have stated the importance of vaccinations in a public letter 
(see page 30): there is no religious exemption for choosing 
not to vaccinate. We are not stating a position on the science 
of vaccinations (although the evidence is overwhelming), 
but rather that those who do not vaccinate their children 
(without written authorization from their medical doctors) 
cannot attend.

For these reasons amongst others, the following policy was 
approved:

All youth and teens attending Shaarei Shomayim programs or 
services, whether on or off our facility, must be fully vaccinated 
according to federal and provincial medical standards in 
order to participate in any of our programs or services. The 
only exception to this policy being for those children who have 
provided a written note from a medical doctor stating that 
they cannot be vaccinated for medical reasons. 
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Shabbat Shira
with the

Y-STUDS
JANUARY 18 & 19, 2019

featuring
CHAZZAN 

JOSH ORZECH

Motzei Shabbat Kumzitz
WITH A SPECIAL

SATURDAY, JANUARY 19 @ 8PM
S P O N S O R E D  B Y

THE SILVER, SEGAL AND WALERSTEIN FAMILIES IN HONOUR OF 
COUSIN CANTOR JOSH ORZECH AND THE Y–STUDS

THE ULMER, GREENSPAN AND MAIEROVITZ FAMILES

ADDITIONAL SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE – PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE

470 GLENCAIRN AVENUE  |  TORONTO ON M5N 1V8   |   PHONE: 416.789.3213
WWW.SHOMAYIM.ORG
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To Stop the Talking  
in Shul: Talk More

assistant Rabbi

Rabbi Jesse 
shoRe

As both a student and a subject of the social 
sciences (I volunteered myself as a subject for 
my professors’ experiments) I learned a valuable 
lesson about the human condition: almost as 
much as we need to eat and breathe, we also 

need to create social connections. In Abraham Maslow’s 
acclaimed Hierarchy of Needs, our feeling a sense of love and 
belonging lies just above our basic physical safety. Shaarei 
Shomayim is a place where these physical and social needs can 
find fulfillment. It is this way, because these are Torah values, 
and we work to actualize the Torah values we study. But the 
Torah also has difficult expectations for us. We are not only the 
students of Torah, we are also the subjects of Torah.    
 The Torah expects that we communicate with its Author. 
Yet prayer is complicated. The divine connection the Torah 
levies upon us is quite unlike the social connection the Torah 
expects of us. In one sense, prayer lies beneath our social needs. 
In another sense, prayer rests upon our social needs. On one 
hand, prayer is more fundamental than community. On the 
other hand, prayer is predicated upon community.
 Prayer is more fundamental than our social needs because 
we call out to Hashem when we are utterly helpless. Two of 
the most prominent (and often dissenting) medieval figures in 
Jewish law and philosophy, the Rambam and the Ramban are 
of one mind on this fundamental matter (see Ramban’s notes 
to Sefer Hamitzvot, Asseh, 5). When we feel humanity has 
betrayed us, or when no human assistance can be found in our 
time of distress, then prayer becomes both a primal instinct as 
well as a Torah expectation. We sympathize with King David’s 
words: “I trust [in the LORD]; out of great suffering I spoke [to 
Him], and said rashly, ‘All men are false.’”
 There is another form of prayer. It is a source of dispute 
between the Rambam and the Ramban. This kind of prayer 
includes our desires, aspirations, hopes and dreams. For 
the Rambam, this too is a Torah mandate. For the Ramban, 
however, it is a mandate not levied directly by the Torah, but 
from the Torah mandated authority of the Men of the Great 
Assembly (see the Mishna Berurah in his discussion of Orach 
Chayim, Siman 106, Seif 2). The divergent views of the Rambam 
and the Ramban about the source of this form of prayer, is an 
elegant reflection of the divergent functions prayer plays in our 
lives. Prayer can be instinctual. Prayer can be premeditated. 

The former may be fulfilled in times of great distress; whenever 
it occurs. The latter is appropriately structured, with designated 
times, places and intricate liturgy.    
 Sometimes our instincts and our basic needs can become 
obscured with our premeditated desires and visions for the 
future. It is not always easy to distinguish between a basic need 
and a desire. For example, how much do we really need to pray 
for good health when we may be healthy enough to function 
“normally?” How primal a desire is it that our children excel 
in school? How deeply do we long for a return to Zion and 
a rebuilding of the Beit HaMikdash? Try posing questions of 
this sort at your Shabbat table. A conversation would no doubt 
ensue. Prayer, as a subject of philosophical and legal dialectics, 
is also the subject of an internal, personal dialectic between our 
needs, our desires; our wants and our dreams.
 The stoic, quiet and meditative prayer that we idealize is 
often more easily actualized alone than within a communal 
service. The expectation that a diverse community of different 
stripes, religious outlooks, dispositions and backgrounds such 
as ours emulate this idealization of prayer may, in fact, be more 
of a human expectation than it is a divine one. Returning to 
Abraham Maslow’s hierarchy, it is as if one would expect a 
community to reach the top of the hierarchy without certain, 
more fundamental needs being met.  
 This is not the kind of prayer that is more fundamental 
to our social needs, it is the kind of prayer that is predicated 
on the fulfillment of our social needs! Therefore, in order to 
achieve the kind of communal prayer we sometimes long for 
in communal services, it may be incumbent upon us to assist 
in ensuring that those more fundamental needs are cared 
for. A consequence of this rationale might be to increase the 
amount of talking and social connections we have in our shul. 
How often do we invite a stranger over for a holiday, Shabbat 
or weekday meal? Do we actively seek out and engage a new 
or occasional visitor in conversation at kiddush or at other  
social functions?
 If we want the four cubits of space we occupy when we 
pray to become calm and undisturbed, then we might consider 
breaking out of our four cubits more often to warmly welcome 
an acquaintance or a newcomer, or to help someone looking 

cont. on page 12
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It’s Worth Chasing

doWnstaiRs minyan

Rabbi elliott 
diamond

Recently, all over the world, the same scene repeated 
itself for eight nights: families gathered around a 
window as parents and children each light their 
own chanukiya in fulfillment of the mitzvah 

of Chanukah. The custom of each member lighting their 
own chanukiya is referred to in the Talmud as mehadrin 
min hamehadrin. The common explanation of the phrase 
derives from the Hebrew word hadar which means “to make 
beautiful.” In other words, by enabling each member of the 
family to light their own chanukiya, adding a candle on each 
of the eight nights of Chanukah, the mitzvah is enhanced 
and performed in the most beautiful way. Indeed, standing 
back and looking at the lights of all the family chanukiyot is 
an opportunity to behold something truly beautiful – both 
aesthetic and spiritual.
 Rashi, one of our greatest Sages who helps us understand 
the meaning and nuance of the Talmud, offers a fascinating 
new direction in understanding the phrase mehadrin min 
hamehadrin. Whereas the first explanation suggests that the 
word mehadrin derives from the Hebrew word hadar which 
means “beautiful,” Rashi posits that the word mehadrin 
is a derivation of an Aramaic word which means “return” 
or “chase after.” According to Rashi, the description in the 
Talmud of how to light the chanukiya, is not about how to 
make it more beautiful or how to enhance the performance 
of the mitzvah. The practice that every member of the family 

light their own chanukiya (called mehadrin min hamehadrin 
in the Talmud) was not instituted because it added an 
aesthetic dimension of beauty to the performance of the 
mitzvah. Rather, asserts Rashi, it was established as a separate 
and distinct practice for those people who deliberately sought 
opportunities to perform mitzvot. According to Rashi’s 
explanation, the custom of each family member lighting 
their own chanukiya (rather than a single chanukiya for the 
entire family) offered all members of the family a chance to 
perform their own mitzvah – not out of a sense of beauty, but 
out of a recognition that people may deeply want the chance 
to participate in mitzvah performance.
 Among the many ideas and messages that the holiday 
Chanukah represents, the manner in which we light the 
chanukiya (mehadrin min hamehadrin) is worth considering. 
Personal engagement and involvement in Torah study and 
mitzvot performance have the potential of producing light. 
No shaliach or agent who acts on our behalf – is likely to 
provide us with the same sense of personal fulfilment and 
satisfaction as our own involvement can generate. When we 
light our own chanukiya, we light much more than a candle 
or a wick. We ignite that part of our soul that yearns to be 
connected to the source. That connection is definitely worth 
chasing after.
 Rochelle and I wish you a safe and healthy winter. 

cont. from page 11: Rabbi Jesse Shore

To Stop the Talking in Shul: Talk More
lost to find the right page in the Siddur. A brief social exchange 
and a smile can go a long way towards making someone feel 
welcome and invited. Moreover, they will feel invited to strive 
for the very difficult, idealized form of prayer modeled by the 
very person who greeted them; the person who is themselves is 
clearly modeling how to strive for it.  
 The more our community progresses in caring for one 
another socially, then the more we can progress in self-
actualizing our idealized version of prayer amidst that 

community. To reduce the talking in shul when we pray, 
we might consider talking more with one another. There is 
much we are doing as a social and religious institution. We 
are incorporating family friendly Kabbalat Shabbat services. 
We are rekindling our Brotherhood. We are building on our 
Young Professionals programming. We are introducing health-
promoting Older-Adult programming. We can always do 
more, but not without you. Please do not remain in your four 
cubits. Will you help us? 
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Shidduch Crisis

Google SHIDDUCH CRISIS and the list is endless. You can see 
35,100 responses. From Wikipedia: The Shidduch Crisis is a 
commonly observed and discussed phenomenon in the Orthodox 
Jewish community whereby eligible single persons, especially 

women, have difficulty finding a suitable spouse, or a shidduch. A debate 
exists as to whether the crisis has long existed or is a new phenomenon  
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shidduch_crisis).

learned that Ashley hadn’t actually been the one to choose 
him – but he had his in! Ashley and Jeremy announced their 
engagement in November. Needless to say, my husband and I 
were ecstatic. A great boy, a great girl, and a great pairing. 
 Unfortunately, a few months before this engagement, my 
mother-in-law, Solange Toledanoz”l, had passed away. It was 
her utmost wish that all her single granddaughters (eight in 
total) and grandsons (three in total) would be able to find 
their significant others. She had met Jeremy, and gave her full 
approval. Someone mentioned to me that she is now watching 
over her grandchildren, and “you’ll see, they’ll all be married 
off soon.” 
 What a bracha – within one month of Ashley’s engagement, 
my daughter Eve also got engaged. Again – a great boy, a great 
girl, and a great pairing (and a great Shadchan). Eve and Yisroel 
were actually suggested by Yisroel’s sister and the Shadchan 
took it from there. The saying, “Man plans, God laughs” is 
oh so true today. Nothing ever seems to go as it seems. Eve 
wanted to stay in town and marry Sephardi. Ashley wanted to 
move to New York. Well – Ashley is marrying a local Sephardi 
and Eve is marrying an Ashkenazi and moving to New York.
 My husband and I thought we would be able to space 
things out nicely, but this is not the case. Our brachot have 
come true and we really think that our daughters have met 
their bashert. Now we just have to figure out how to plan two 
weddings within six months.
 Mazal Tov to Ashley Toledano and Jeremy Mammon 
and Eve Toledano and Yisroel Miller. May both couples build 
a bayit ne’eman b’Yisrael, a faithful home among the Jewish 
people.
 Rak Smachot, as the saying goes. 

nicole toledano

 Many say that it is purely the demographics of the kids 
today – there are more girls than boys of marriageable age. As 
Jon Birger wrote in his 2015 book Date-Onomics: How Dating 
Became a Lopsided Numbers Game, in the Orthodox dating 
pool there are 12 percent more available women than men. 
Within the community, this imbalance is called the shidduch 
(or matchmaking) crisis. For me, it is the fact that I have two 
daughters – age 23 and 26. Watching them go on dates, meet 
up for coffee, year after year, on an ongoing basis – can be 
quite disheartening.
 Helping the issue along, Shaarei Shomayim, thanks to 
a wonderful group of dedicated volunteers, put together an 
amazing Singles Shabbaton in late 2017. Those in attendance 
even noted how well it was organized, how good the food was, 
and that they felt good about attending. Shaarei Shomayim 
was able to facilitate the opportunity for many to come from 
near and far to create meaningful connections. Unbeknown 
to me – it would be the place where my future son-in-law was 
“introduced” to my oldest daughter, Ashley. 
 Ashley had attended the Shabbaton, but could not be 
there for most of the Shabbat day activities. Since she was not 
there, her friends had taken her folder, which included names 
of boys that she may have been interested in. The idea was that 
the girl/boy would circle the person they were interested in 
and that the volunteers would make the shidduch. Since Ashley 
wasn’t around, her friends decided to make the selections for 
her. Nothing really came of it – she thought. 
 Moving along a few months, some people put together a 
“Shmingles Shabbaton” at the BAYT. One of the recipients of 
“Ashley’s choices” was in attendance and tried to match himself 
up with the person who he thought chose him. Jeremy quickly 

From the Executive Director’s Desk
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Youth Matters

youth diRectoR

Jacob posluns

Hi everyone! Winter is here, Chanukah had just 
passed, and it’s evident how much we need LIGHT. 
In many ways, this has been a difficult year for 

the Jewish people, yet we have seen the shul and the entire 
community continue to grow and become more united. 
 Our Youth Programs have been bursting at the seams: 
we have over 60 weekly attendees and up to 100 on holidays. 
I am so happy to be a part of this special community for the 
past four years and I can’t wait to continue this journey. 
 The chagim have been inspiring and meaningful, and so 
busy that they seemed to have come and gone quickly. We 
had Rosh Hashana special davening, Coach Josh, Sportball, 
Arts and Craft activities, Yom Kippur davening and live 
puppet show, and Lamed Tet Melachot learning. 
 Following the chagim we had Noah’s Ark Petting 
Zoo, “Kids Partners” activity with the Shinshinim, Family 
Kabbalat Shabbat, and our annual Rosh Chodesh Kislev 
Skating Party sponsored by Alan Burger and family in loving 
memory of Suzanne Burgerz”l.
 We were privileged to welcome Dr. Shira Berkovits as a 
Scholar-in-Residence. She led a fun Leadership Friday Night 
Dinner and Training Session for our teens at the Strauchler 
home. Our leaders learned how to motivate children to 
participate in tefillah. Dr. Berkovits taught by doing a 
“virtual” Shabbat with our youth leaders themselves. We 
worked on storytelling, ice breakers, and parsha games. We 
thank the Weinbaum family for sponsoring Dr. Berkovits’ 
visit in memory of Jack Weinbaumz”l.
 Our Shinshinim, Maor and Oriya, provide educational 
games tailored to each age group with topics relating to the 
Parsha as well as to Israel. Their creativity and enthusiasm 
add to our great Shabbat programming.
 We are excited to build on the energy that all of these 
programs have generated, and launch us into our next 
chapter. This semester will be packed with activities, inspiring 
learning and fun events, notably: Two Family Kabbalot 
Shabbat, Young Families Shabbat Dinner, Motzei Shabbat 
Bingo, Young Families Sunday Morning Programming, 
Family Day Weekend @ eZone, Sunday evening Movie 
Night, Purim Carnival, Annual Chocolate Seder, and  
many more.

 We will continue to learn another Melacha (Shabbat law) 
each week. We love seeing the smiles and excitement when 
Avital Strauchler comes to teach Torah and tells stories about 
the week’s Melacha. When we complete the series, we will 
have a HUGE siyum party with the entire shul. If anyone is 
interested in helping to sponsor this event, please contact me 
at youth@shomayim.org.
 We hope to provide our children with a fun and 
educational Jewish experience both inside and outside  
of shul. 
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Musical Kabbalat Shabbat
The Youth Program has launched a special monthly Kabbalat Shabbat experience for kids and families. The atmosphere 

is warm and welcoming, and the davening is appropriately conducted to enable children to become familiar with the 
Kabbalat Shabbat davening in both structure and spirit. The Youth Committee has organized the program to nurture 

a fun and uplifting service with a brief dvar Torah that is inspiring and accessible to all kids ages 0 and up. After davening, 
we conclude with a special treat of rich hot chocolate and a bit of schmoozing before returning home. Join us for our next 
Musical Kabbalat Shabbat on Friday, January 11! 
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The Brotherhood Lives
On November 27, the Shaarei Shomayim Brotherhood 

celebrated a reawakening, having its kick-off event 
at the old Bathurst Bowlerama! “There is a time 

to mourn and a time to celebrate,” says King Solomon. The 
Brotherhood obliged. We payed homage to the many sweet 
memories within this weathered neighborhood fixture before 
it closed its doors for good. We also celebrated a renewal of 
Shaarei Shomayim’s ambition to cultivate a Jewish culture of 
fun and male camaraderie. Look for more events to come. Tell 
your fathers, sons, and brothers. The Brotherhood lives! 

can you be  
a gReeteR?
We need volunteers for special 
shabbatot when we have a simcha  
or scholar-in-Residence. please contact 
the office at 416-789-3213 or email 
miriam@shomayim.org
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seRenaTeen
Minyan
The Shaarei Shomayim Teen Minyan is up to a great 

start! Every Shabbat morning, the teens gather in 
the Weinbaum Beit Midrash for Shacharit, Kriyat 

HaTorah, discussing the structure and meaning of the 
tefillot, as well as Parsha discussion, and Musaf followed by 
the ever-popular Teen Minyan Kiddush.
 We have a wonderful group of teen minyan leaders. They 
are great role models and they are looking forward to helping 
the growth of teen minyan participation. 

by aRi and seRena Rubin

 Ari Rubin is originally from the UK, has lived in Israel, 
and is now studying law at Osgoode Hall, York University. 
 Serena Rubin was born and raised in the Shaarei 
Shomayim community. She is a second year medical student 
at the University of Toronto.
 Eli Minkowitz is a native Torontonian and is currently 
in his fourth year at York University studying kinesiology.
 Jay Karon is originally from Vancouver. He spent time 
in Israel learning at Netiv Aryeh and is now in Toronto at 
York University studying computer science. 

Grade-schoolers finding themselves between the Children’s groups and Teen Minyan now have a new way to daven, 
learn and make friends. Amidst the hustle and bustle of Shabbat morning, Jay Karon, our Teen and Pre-Teen leader 
and educator, has found spaces and created programming to help bring the pre-teens together in a fun, social and 

educational environment. Jay will be available during Teen Minyan davening to guide the pre-teens, and will be hosting 
informal discussions on various topics during leining, with occasional guest visits from Rabbi Shore. If you have a pre-teen 
that might be interested, a topic that you want discussed or any other questions, contact Jay at jaykaron@gmail.com! 

eliaRi Jay
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by Rabbi Jesse shoRe

Bar Mitzah Program
The Bar Mitzvah Program is in full swing! Young 

adults looking forward to their Bar Mitzvah have 
the opportunity to explore all about what being a 

Bar Mitzvah means – with old and new friends; as well as 
discovering what being a Bar Mitzvah might mean to them 
as a personal rite of passage.
 We are learning about mitzvot that are particularly 
relevant to becoming a Bar Mitzvah, including Tefillah, 
Tefillin, Tzitzit, Chessed and what it means to be a mensch. 
We had Zvi Fleisher, a professional Sofer, show us how 
Tefillin are made, and we learned how to tie our very  
own Tzitzit!
 We visited Rabbi and Avital Strauchler at their home, 
where we watched thought provoking YouTube clips on 
ethics; Rabbi Strauchler led fascinating conversations about 
them, like what sportsmanship means and how we might 
judge others favorably.
 We are now beginning a unit called “Chaveruta and 
Chessed.” We are privileged to learn from Ronit Holtzman, 
the Vice President of Philanthropy at UJA, who challenges 
us to rethink how to use our money to maximize our  
chessed capabilities.
 Soon we will join with Ve’ahavta to deliver food to the 
homeless in Toronto. We hope that our engagement with 
these mitzvot can help to nurture a deep appreciation for 
Torah, mitzvot and Hashem, as well as to instill a sense of 
entitlement for future learning and spiritual growth. 

8 9 

Join your friends for some cool fun and to discover what it 
means to become a Bar Mitzvah! 

For registration information, email Rabbi Jesse Shore at 
RabbiShore@shomayim.org 

Put “BMP” in the subject line! 
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Bat Mitzvah Program
We look forward to welcoming the Bnot Mitzvah 

of 5779-5780 into our community. Shaarei 
Shomayim Bat Mitzvah Program provides 

learning opportunities and social activities to allow young 
women to prepare for their Bat Mitzvah as a group.
 Our program includes text based learning, fun activities, 
and Chessed projects. The 20 Bat Mitzvah girls in the 
program have begun their studies with female leaders in 
Tanach, a study on women in prayer, ideas pertaining to self-
esteem, and practical leadership and advocacy.
 We welcomed educators and leaders in our community 
including Avital Strauchler, Yakira Begun, Jodi Katzeff-Klein, 
Ilana Arje-Goldenthal, Joyce Eklove, and a father-daughter 
session with Rabbi Strauchler.
 We look forward to continuing our studies and engaging 
in Chessed projects with Baycrest, KCC, UJA Bnei Tzedek, 
and Ve’ahavta. 

by avital stRauchleR

cont. on page 20
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 historically, there was a great 
reluctance among Orthodox rabbis 
to sanction the commemoration of 
a girl becoming a Bat Mitzvah. it 
was not part of our tradition and, for 
some rabbis, they felt it resembled 
too closely the Catholic ritual of a 
confirmation. as a group, observant 
Jews are understandably afraid to 
mess with a formula for Jewish life 
that has sustained us for thousands 
of years, and are loathe to adopt 
practices that might appear to have 
been taken from other religions. the 
fact that it was reform Judaism that 
had really initiated and encouraged 
the celebration of the Bat Mitzvah was 
also a big strike against it in the minds 
of rabbinic scholars.
 however, there were several leading 
poskim of the 20th century that, to 

varying degrees, opened the door for 
public recognition of the Bat Mitzvah: 
rabbi Moshe Feinstein, rabbi Ovadia 
Yosef, the former sephardic Chief 
rabbi of israel, and rabbi Yechiel 
Yaakov weinberg.
  it would probably be wrong to 
characterize rabbi Feinstein as 
supporting Bat Mitzvah celebrations 
but, over time, his responsa on the 
matter evolved. in one of his early 
responsum he ruled that a Bat 
Mitzvah should not be celebrated in a 
synagogue, since “it is clearly nothing 
more than celebration of a birthday, 
it has no place in a shul.” he felt that 
a shul is not the place to engage in 
activities which are permissible [but 
not required]. interestingly, in later 
responsa rav Feinstein loosened up 
a little bit. he reiterated his view that 

celebration of a girl’s Bat Mitzvah is 
definitely optional, but he nevertheless 
would permit the making of a kiddush 
in shul in honor of the occasion, which, 
he concedes, is certainly no less 
auspicious than other joyous occasions 
which are celebrated with a kiddush.
  while his later position does not 
sound like a ringing endorsement of a 
celebration of a Bat Mitzvah, it was, at 
the time at least, considered radical by 
many rabbinical authorities. 
 in contrast to rabbi Feinstein, 
rabbi Ovadia Yosef was much less 
circumspect when it came to Bat 
Mitzvah celebrations. he advised “it 
is proper that also for a girl who has 
attained the age of twelve years and 
a day, and has become responsible for 

continued on page 21

This excerpt (from Joel Monson’s speech on the occasion of his daughter, Mia’s Bat Mitzvah, June 24, 2018) makes a 
cogent argument for not just the importance of celebrating a Bat Mitzvah, but also for what we should be celebrating 
when young people – boys and girls – reach their Bnei Mitzvah. 

cont. from page 19

Bat Mitzvah Program
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continued from page 20

all the mitzvot which are incumbent 
upon a woman, since she has now 
become obligated and does these 
mitzvot, it is fitting to celebrate her 
entry into mitzvot with thanksgiving 
and a joyful feast, for in this regard 
there is no difference between a 
boy or a girl, when they reach [the 
stage of] obligation in mitzvot.”
  among the most ardent supporters 
of the celebration of a Bat Mitzvah was 
rabbi Yechiel Yaakov weinberg. Citing 
the establishment of the network of 
Beth Jacob schools for girls as “the 
most magnificent demonstration of 
our generation”, he then proceeds to 
argue that other changes also must be 
made in recognition of the radically 
different status women enjoy today, 
as compared to previous generations. 
Clear logic and principles of pedagogy 
virtually require equal celebration for 
a girl when she reaches the age of 
responsibility for mitzvot.
  the torah education of girls was of 
consummate importance to the famed 
Chofetz Chaim, who once wrote the 
following letter to sarah shnirer, the 
founder of the Beth Jacob school 
system:
  “when i heard that religious Jews 
volunteered to found a Beth Jacob 
school to teach torah, the fear of God, 
and ethical behavior to girls, i wanted 
to strengthen their hands. this is a 
great matter in our days; especially 
since the stream of apostasy is 
rampant, and the free-thinkers steal 
the souls of our brothers and all who 

are God fearing. it is rewarding to 
enroll one’s daughter in this school. 
all the doubts about the prohibition 
of teaching one’s daughter torah are 
baseless in our days, because our 
generation is different from previous 
generations where every Jewish home 
followed the path of torah and the 
precepts and read tsena u’rena every 
sabbath. today it is different. we must 
therefore try to increase the number of 
such schools and to save whatever we 
can.”
  had he been asked today, it would be 
hard to believe that the Chofetz Chaim 
would not also endorse supporting the 
public recognition of a girl’s elevation 
as a Bat Mitzvah. 
  although it would seem that my 
own default conservative inclinations 
would place me, temporally, some time 
before the generation of the Chofetz 
Chaim (somewhere in the mid-1800s), 
it is hard even for me to ignore the 
compelling positions of all of these 
great rabbinic authorities. it’s even 
harder, of course, to ignore rochelle’s 
position which, not surprisingly, can 
often hold even more sway with me 
than some of the greatest poskim. 
  But i’d like, if i dare, put my own 
gloss on why i believe the celebration 
of a Bat or Bar Mitzvah in some fashion 
is critically important. and that is this. 
and i’ll speak directly to Mia right now. 
Mia, despite how it may appear to you, 
this celebration is not about you. it is 
about your family, all of our guests, 
your community, and all of am Yisrael. 
Over the span of our history, the 
Jewish people have been beleaguered 

by violence and hatred like no other 
people, and, today, we are sadly 
suffering the loss of huge numbers of 
Jews to assimilation. 
  notwithstanding that, we endure 
and remain a moral light to the world. 
in my view -- my new enlightened 
view – the reason it is important to 
gather on the occasion of a Bar or 
Bat Mitzvah, including this one, is this: 
to celebrate the fact that we, all of 
us, are gaining one more committed 
Jewish adult that can add more wind 
into the sails of the Jewish people, to 
propel us forward and to strengthen 
us and themselves, as they take on 
torah observances and pass on torah 
values to others. we cannot afford not 
to do everything we can to encourage 
our daughters and sons to remain 
committed Jews – for their sake for 
sure but, more importantly, for all of 
our sake. the Bat Mitzvah is just one 
more thing – an important thing - we 
can do to set our daughters on to that 
path. 
  so Mia, my final words before i hand 
things over to you are this: as you move 
forward in your life as a Jewish adult, 
try to remember that most things 
aren’t about you. with the skills you 
acquire, the education you receive and 
in any of the endeavours you pursue, 
try to uncover how those assets, 
viewed through the lens of torah 
values, can lift up the people around 
you – a friend, a family member, or the 
entire Jewish community. You, with 
your smile and that spring in your step, 
have an incredible capacity to do just 
that.
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Holocaust Education Week  
Closing Night

On November 8, 2018, Shaarei Shomayim hosted the 
closing night program for Holocaust Education 
Week, presented by UJA’s Neuberger Holocaust 

Education Centre. The program included a keynote address 
from Sir Andrew Burns, international expert on transnational 
effects of the Holocaust, who spoke about the significance 
of the events of 1938 and current international efforts to 

by Rachel libman, manageR, public pRogRams, neubeRgeR holocaust education centRe
shaaRei shomayim coRpoRate secRetaRy, and Website committee co-chaiR

promote Holocaust education and combat antisemitism. The 
program concluded with a moving ceremony to mark 80 
years since the events of Kristallnacht and the shooting at the 
Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh, with stirring remarks 
from Rabbi Strauchler. The annual Holocaust Education 
Week is the Neuberger’s signature educational event with 
programs across the GTA reaching 30,000 people. 
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A Chanukah Reflection  
on Perspective
We were at a family meal celebrating my aunt who 

had just received an Order of Canada award 
for her contribution to Canadian culture. We 

were talking about her professional trajectory; the early 
professional challenges she faced; and the unclear and 
choppy early path that ultimately led to a very successful 
career. I asked if, looking back, she would have done 
anything differently. “Looking back,” she said, “I see how 
all the pieces came together and wouldn’t change a thing.” 
Although the discrete occurrences of the past were not 
changed, the relationship of each of the parts of her life to 
her whole professional experience were seen more positively 
when viewed in hindsight. I was struck by what seemed like 
viewing her life with rose-colored glasses. But then I came 
across an observation about Chanukah that changed my 
thinking about what happens when we look back over the 
events of our life, and how we make sense of them.  
 We recently celebrated Chanukah, established as a 
national holiday by the court of the House of Hashmonaim 
a year after the miracle of the military victory and long-
burning oil – not in the year that these events occurred. 
More specifically, the Gemara says the days of Chanukah 
were established as holidays of praise and gratitude on 
the first anniversary of the miracle: לשנה אחרת קבעום 
 Why wait .(Shabbat, 21a) ועשאום ימים טובים בהלל והודאה
a year before establishing the holiday? Why not institute 
it right away when they realized the great miracle they  
had experienced?
 The Sfat Emet provides an answer that reflects a deep 
understanding of human psychology, and helps make sense 
of why, like my aunt, an understanding of our life changes 
over time. He writes: “When the miracle happened it was a 
time of of trouble and strain, for the Jews had just been saved. 
In that moment they did not have the presence of mind to 
praise God for being saved. It was only after a year that they 
understood that they needed to praise God for each of the 
actions that God took place. Only then could they establish 
a holiday of praise and gratitude, because while gratitude 
can come in a moment of trouble, praise only happens in 
moments of comfort and calm.” The Sfat Emet is telling us 
that while they could have gratitude for being saved, they 

lacked an understanding of the miracle’s full meaning, for 
which they could only truly praise God a year later when 
looking back upon what happened. 
 History is not just a collection of facts. Their 
interpretation, coupled with our own history, whether as a 
people or individuals, is constantly being re-written. Each 
time we look back over our lives we are able to take account 
of the varied moments – whether we thought them to be 
positive or negative – and experience them with a deeper 
awareness. Time is what allows us the opportunity to see the 
pieces come together. This perspective leads us to a greater 
appreciation and thus praise for God, who has led us down 
this path.
 The Sfat Emet points to another vital aspect of human 
psychology: in order to get to a point of appreciation and 
praise - we need to be calm and in a state of comfort. I believe 
this is because appreciation demands an awareness of the 
other, and a recognition that the events of my life are not 
fully within my control. It’s a recognition that the ability to 
reach out with other-awareness and empathy can’t happen in 
moments of internal stress and strain, which are deeply self-
focused. The Maccabees, in the moments after the Chanukah 
miracle, could only see their freedom, but not what it meant 
on a grand scale or its intrinsic value. That only came later, 
once they had space from the tyranny of the Greeks, and only 
then could Chanukah be properly established as a holiday  
of praise. 
 May Chanukah bring us all the internal peace that allows 
us to fully appreciate the gifts we’ve been given. 

head of school
netivot hatoRah

Rabbi dR.  
Rafi cashman
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Re-thinking and
Re-designing

Jewish Education
Not long ago, we celebrated 

Chanukah. In Hebrew, the 
word “Chanukah,” which 

means “dedication,” shares a root with 
the word “Chinuch,” which means 
education. This root means to bring 
a person, or a vessel, into the field 
that they are destined to serve in, to 
dedicate them to a role that they are 
supposed to fill. The ceremony of 
dedication is the transfer from the idea 
to the action, from the theoretical to  
the actual.
 With this in mind, the period 
following Chanukah presents us with 
an opportunity to bring to light a 
number of points relating to Jewish 
education – a topic that is always at the 
forefront of our minds at Associated 
Hebrew Schools.
 On the one hand, we have very good 
reason to be proud of what we have done 
in the last quarter-century, but on the 
other hand, at AHS – and throughout 
the world of Jewish education – we are 
engaged in rethinking and redesigning 
Jewish education to make it relevant 
and impactful in the 21st century.
 Our students, and even some of 
their teachers, were born in a digital 
world, in which they can get whatever 
they want, however and whenever they 
want it. Our foundations need to prove 
themselves anew each time, because 
their efficacy can no longer be taken 
for granted. In almost every college 
and university, it is possible to study 
Jewish Studies, and the Virtual Jewish 
Library is accessible to anyone with 
an Internet connection. At the same 
time, assimilation is increasing, and 
our connection to the State of Israel 

experiences, on meaning-making, 
on the big questions of life, and on  
the community.
 On experiences: Judaism is a way 
of life. That is why every textual study 
– whether in Bet Hayeled, in schools 
such as AHS, in community centres, or 
in the synagogue – needs to guide the 
learner through experiences that bring 
the content of the text itself to life.
 On meaning-making: Every topic 
of study needs to stand up to high 
academic criteria, while at the same 
time it must be intellectually engaging 
and spiritually stimulating, and it must 
reflect as wide a range as possible of 
questions and real lived experiences of 
the learners, in order to be relevant.
 On the big questions of life: 
The learning needs to be about big, 
continuously relevant ideas. Life-
defining choices are not made based 
on the dry study of facts. Important 
facts should connect to major topics 
that shed light on important aspects of 
life. So, too, to study Jewish holidays as 
a set of customs and commandments, 
or as history lessons, is to miss out on 
the opportunity to involve the learners 
in an investigation of what is truly 
important about these holidays, and 
why they are worth being remembered 
and integrated in our lives.
 On the community: People want 
to belong to a group that is meaningful 
to them, so that their voices will be 
heard and so that it can help them 
become connected to a greater purpose 
that will help to imbue their lives with 
meaning. Every connection between 

cont. on page 25

and the Hebrew language are no longer 
the powerful factor amongst Jewish 
communities of all streams the way 
they once were in the past.
 All of these points are important, 
and we should consider them in earnest, 
with an eye to the future of Jewish 
education, the Jewish community, 
Israel, and the world at large.
 

Jewish education is our tool for 
crafting Jewish identity, for inculcating 
Jewish literacy and strengthening our 
community. At AHS, Jewish texts, 
values, history, and traditions, along 
with the knowledge and skills to value 
and apply them in our daily lives, will 
continue to be the basic building blocks 
on which Jewish learning is founded – 
but their meanings need to be renewed 
for teachers and students in regards to 
two central views: seeing the learners 
as active partners in creating their own 
learning experience, and recognizing 
that the social aspect of learning plays 
a part in crafting identity and building 
communal responsibility.
 With this background in 
mind, we see Jewish education as 
standing on four foundations: on 

“Jewish education is our 
tool for crafting Jewish 
identity, for inculcating 

Jewish literacy  
and strenghthening  

our community.”

elaine osheR oRa shulman
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the learners and the places where they participate in activities 
is important – including those that are not specifically 
“Jewish” – as a potential opportunity for Jewish learning.
 In order to build our learning upon these pillars,  
we need:
•	 To find and to nurture excellent educators, who know 

how to place the learner at the centre, who are flexible in 
their thinking and teaching style, and who are creative 
and involved in their students’ lives;

•	 To invest in the professional development of teachers, 
while expecting academic excellence from them in  
Jewish education;

•	 To create a community forum for pedagogical dialogue 
and partnership, because that is how we can derive 
approaches and ideas for diversifying our teaching 
practices; and

•	 To create a culture of innovation, so that Jewish education 
will be seen as essential, vibrant, and meaningful; our 
educational curriculum needs to be able to continuously 
adjust and adapt.

cont. from page 24

Re-thinking and Re-designing…
 We started with Chanukah, and we will end with 
Pesach. The Pesach Seder represents, to us, the perfect 
model of Jewish education: when we conduct the Seder, 
we ask authentic questions that grow naturally out of the 
lives of the participants; we suggest a range of directions for 
thought; we create an intergenerational connection within 
the community and the family; we tell a story in a way that 
ensures it will be meaningful to each and every participant; 
and we recommend further thoughtful reflection on  
the story. 

Ora Shulman is the Director of Education at Associated Hebrew 
Schools and Elaine Osher is the President of the Board of 
Directors. Associated Hebrew Schools delivers uncompromising 
academic excellence, rich in traditional Jewish values. From 
nursery to grade 8, students spanning the religious spectrum 
and all socio-economic backgrounds come together to learn 
and thrive in a welcoming and respectful environment, and 
leave incredibly well-prepared for high school and life beyond 
the classroom. 

Winter 2019 Safety 

Dr. Deborah Mechanic                                                                                         416.785.8788     
Doctor of Chiropractic, Acupuncture Certified                        drdeborah@backinaction.ca                                                                           

Conveniently located at Bathurst & Lawrence  

Snow tires 
Oil Change 
Washer Fluid

You know how to get your car ready for winter.  
Now let’s talk about your body.

Strong, Pain-Free body

Check list:
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YOUNG PROFESSIONALS 
& YOUNG FAMILIES 

SHABBAT LUNCH
JANUARY 26TH, 2019

470 GLENCAIRN AVENUE  |  TORONTO ON M5N 1V8   |   PHONE: 416.789.3213
WWW.SHOMAYIM.ORG
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Young Professionals
The YPs kicked off the year with a Simchat Torah Tisch. This 

year, the hakafot in the Sharp Sanctuary was lifted both in 
spirit as well as by a few decibels, because the YPs joined 

with the families, the Teen Minyan and the kids to help supply the 
jubilant ruach of the singing and dancing.
 After Maariv, the YPs made their way to the Sisterhood Hall 
for a tisch led by Rabbi Shore, with special appearances by Rabbi 
Strauchler and President Randall Craig. The participants reached 
upwards of 150 people! Rabbi Shore shared divrei Torah and led us 
in soulful song.
 Anyone who struggles with holding off on succulent meat 
appetizers in anticipation of a more mild-tasting main dish – was 
in for a treat; the meat was both delicious and abundant enough to 
constitute a satisfying meal. We talked, we ate, and we sang late into 
the night.
 Our slate of programming this year has shaped up to appeal 
to Young Professionals of all backgrounds and interests. Our 
programming varies from an awesome 90s themed Bowling Night 
organized by Rabbi and Lauren Shore; to Rabbi Shore’s Parlour, 
Wine and Cheese Shiur on the intersection of religion and politics. 
We look forward to a two-part series led by Ariella English, an 
MSW, who will run a couples communication workshop. If you are 
a young professional or a young family, we hope you will join us for 
our YP Shabbat Lunch on January 26!
 We are always on the lookout for individuals to take part 
in creating events and activities for our Young Professionals 
community – search “Shaarei Shomayim Young Professionals” to 
join us on Instagram or Facebook! 
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High Holiday  
Survey Results

The shul conducted its annual survey following the 
High Holidays and Sukkot / Simchat Torah, and we 
would like to share some of the results with you. The 

survey revealed that, as in the past, the areas of strength are 
that people continue to feel welcome as they enter shul as 
well as the overall atmosphere of the shul environment.
 A large majority of survey respondents were very 
satisfied with their overall experience during the Chagim, 
which is encouraging. The Women’s Dvar Torah program on 
Simchat Torah is also a highly regarded program with large 
crowds each year. An area that requires improvement is the 
overall decorum, and we are pleased that a Decorum Sub-
Committee will continue its work during the winter in order 
to brainstorm ideas for improvement in this area. Another 
issue that was raised in the survey comments was the lack 
of decorations in the shul’s Sukkah. The shul’s leadership has 
committed to improving the decorations next year.
 We are pleased to report that this year’s dancing and 
energy during the evening of Simchat Torah was excellent. 

by hyim bessin and Ron cupeRfain, co-chaiRs, Religious committee

We credit the combined hakafot of all members, including 
young professionals and teens, for such a strong and 
meaningful Simchat Torah dancing. The changes we made 
were due to specific feedback we received in last year’s survey 
and is one example of how your feedback helps us improve 
year over year.
 The number of survey respondents was our lowest 
response rate since we began the survey in 2010. Next 
year, we plan on striking a sub-committee to revise the 
survey in order to achieve a greater number of responses.  
Your comments are always extremely helpful to us.
 A summary document of the survey results can be 
accessed at: shaareishomayim.shulcloud.com/HHsurvey.
 More generally, if you have any suggestions about how 
we can enhance spiritual growth within the shul, or questions 
about the Religious Committee’s work, please contact us 
anytime. We will be pleased to hear from you!
 Have a safe and enjoyable winter. 

shulcloud RegistRation / login
we are happy to announce that we have now been on our new database system, shulCloud, for 
almost a year. thank you to those who have logged in already and checked their information on file. 
if you have not already done so and have an email registered with us, please login to your account 
at shaareishomayim.shulcloud.com, set up your password, and look to see if the information that we 
have for you is correct. Please call the office for assistance at 416-789-3213.
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Walkie Talkies
Our Walkie Talkies enjoyed a brief continuation 

of our weekly walks in the fall. From the 
encouragement of one of our regulars, Tom Moos, 

whose familiarity with the neighborhood drew us on to 
new sights and settings, we extended the length of our 
walks beyond four kilometres.
 Unfortunately, as the foliage was beginning to turn 
and the jackets began to appear, Rabbi Shore suffered a 
herniated disc, which suspended the walks for the season. 
Rabbi Shore looks forward to continuing the walks this 
spring. When the snow thaws, we hope to do an “on-sight” 
walking tour of downtown Toronto, led by our very own 
Ralph Wintrob. Ralph’s expertise in the history and culture 
of downtown Toronto, and his reputation as a skilled orator, 
has made him a much sought after tour guide.
 We are excited to have the opportunity to learn from 
Ralph and we are grateful to Dr. Adam Cohen, president of 
the historic Kiever Synagogue, for welcoming an opportunity 
for a visit from the Walkie Talkies.
 This is a weekly opportunity for anyone who is 
interested! Reserve your spot today with Rabbi Shore by 
emailing RabbiShore@shomayim.org. 

by Rabbi Jesse shoRe

inspired by you and organizations like the People walker, 
join us as we enjoy this most simple, low impact, healthy 
and natural activity: walking. walking can help to nurture 
our physical, spiritual and mental health. nearby parks 
and trails provide beautiful settings for a refreshing stroll 
and an opportunity to connect with hashem’s creation – 
with nature, and with hashem’s image – with one another.

Tuesdays at 4:15pm

Shaarei Shomayim
Walkie TalkieS

We’Re heRe to seRve you betteR!
did you know that you can now make donations, sponsor kiddushim / breakfasts, make a 
payment on your account, etc. online – right from our website, anytime you want! you can 
also access your account from our web portal. please call the office to get this access.

donate, sponsor, and make a payment on account 
shaareishomayim.shulcloud.com/payment.php
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New Members Welcome
Rabbi Chaim and Avital Strauchler hosted a beautiful Melaveh Malka in their home. It was nice to meet and greet many 

new members and their families, enjoy delicious food and celebrate our growing community. May we become a stronger 
and tight-knit community together. 

We wish a warm welcome to the following new members:
Jonathan and ellen allen

yechiel and lana bobrowsky
shalom and Rachel breitman

noam and caroline edell
sholom and Rifka eisenstat

martina faria
david frank and Jessica Weshler

Jonathan fucchansky and Rena silver
les klein and miriam allman klein

deborah mechanic
meyer mechanic

imanuel muller and aviva Weinberger
yehuda ordower and golda van messel

tzvi and chaya pamensky
matt paradisgarten and Zahava stadler 

mitchell perlmutter
Zachary perlmutter

Jacob and debra posluns
chaim schwartz and liron birimberg-schwartz

Jeremy slipetz
Jesse and alexa tepperman 

stewart and danielle turk
michael and Jillian Weinberg

Zissi Wise
blanca Zimmerman
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470 Glencairn Avenue  |  Toronto, ON M5N 1V8   |  Tel 416-789-3213  |  Fax 416-789-1728  
WWW.SHOMAYIM.ORG 

AN AMAZING RACE TO THE TORAH! 

 

 

Monday, October 1, 2018Monday, October 1, 2018Monday, October 1, 2018Monday, October 1, 2018    
PrePrePrePre----Simchat Torah FunSimchat Torah FunSimchat Torah FunSimchat Torah Fun    

    
5:45 pm     5:45 pm     5:45 pm     5:45 pm     ----    Kids Light DinnerKids Light DinnerKids Light DinnerKids Light Dinner    

    

6:00 pm    6:00 pm    6:00 pm    6:00 pm    ----    Parents & Tot PreParents & Tot PreParents & Tot PreParents & Tot Pre----Hakafot Ruach Hakafot Ruach Hakafot Ruach Hakafot Ruach                     
                                                            with Rabbi Strauchlerwith Rabbi Strauchlerwith Rabbi Strauchlerwith Rabbi Strauchler    

                                                        ----    Kids Amazing Race to the Torah  Kids Amazing Race to the Torah  Kids Amazing Race to the Torah  Kids Amazing Race to the Torah  
                        with the Amazing Shinshinim with the Amazing Shinshinim with the Amazing Shinshinim with the Amazing Shinshinim     

                JK and upJK and upJK and upJK and up    

    

7:20 pm     7:20 pm     7:20 pm     7:20 pm     ----    Hakafot in the Sharp SanctuaryHakafot in the Sharp SanctuaryHakafot in the Sharp SanctuaryHakafot in the Sharp Sanctuary    

 MATTERS  

Choosing to Serve  
as Shinshinim  

in Toronto
It’s far, they said. It’s cold, they said. Go to Yeshiva instead, 

they said. You’re going for fun, they said. After almost four 
months in Toronto, I can answer them – and myself. 
The distance from my family and friends is very challenging, 
but it helps me to appreciate them, and moreover – discover 
my own identity.
 I’m very good with extreme cold – I didn’t take out my 
jacket even once this year. I guess I’m not the typical Israeli. 
No, I’m not in Yeshiva, but I learn a lot. There is not a day 
that goes by that I don’t learn something new at the shul, in 
Netivot HaTorah Day School, or in Bnei Akiva. I learn by 
listening, I learn by doing, and I learn by teaching. 
 I have an amazing opportunity to learn from my fellow 
Shinshinim. I present religious life to secular Shinshinim, 
and show that religion is meaningful. I bring Torah into 
action. 
 I’m working a lot, going to sleep late and running 
activities all day long. It’s the most rewarding and significant 
experience that I have ever had!
  The people in Toronto are amazing and so welcoming, 
the kids are so sweet and eager to learn, and my host 
family is the best! 
 Now, after almost four months, I can confidently 
say that I made right choice. – Maor

by maoR menasse and oRiya segman
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To be Shinshinit in Toronto is different than in Israel.  
It means to:

•	 Take	off	your	shoes	when	you	enter	a	house.
•	 Add	maple	syrup	to	every	food.
•	 Say	sorry	50	times	a	day	(sorry	for	that!).
•	 Pretend	I’m	not	excited	about	squirrels	(why	would	I	be?).
•	 Talk	about	the	weather	for	hours.
•	 Freeze	outdoors	and	melt	indoors.	
•	 Plan	activities	and	events	six	months	in	advance	and	not	

six seconds in advance.
•	 Run	the	same	activity	seven	or	more	times	a	day.
•	 Learn	Fortnite	dances	from	children.
•	 Try	to	remember	the	names	of	hundreds	of	people	from	

the community (luckily, everyone’s middle name seems to 
be either Isaac or Sarah so I’m safe).

•	 Be	tired	but	with	have	tons	of	energy	at	the	same	time.
•	 Not	eat	Bamba	as	most	places	are	nut-free.
•	 Check	for	Kosher	labels	on	food	products	before	buying.
•	 Enter	a	family’s	home	whom	I	just	met,	and	immediately	

feel a part of the family. 
•	 Receive	a	kind	invitation	to	a	different	family’s	home	 

every Shabbat. 
•	 Learn	new	tunes	and	songs.
•	 Distinguish	between	hockey	skates	and	figure	skates	 

(trust me, hockey skates are much easier. Thank me later).
•	 Have	lots	of	brothers	and	sisters,	young	or	old.
•	 (All	of	a	sudden)	love	to	go	to	school!
•	 Enjoy	super	late	hours	of	the	night	because	you	can	 

call family and friends in Israel.
•	 Feel	that	there	is	never	any	wasted	time.
•	 Feel	part	of	something	else	bigger	than	myself.	

Thank you to all the people I’ve known, and  
will get to know throughout the year. If I haven’t  
gotten to know you yet, don’t worry, I WILL!  
You remind me why I’m here, and together 
we can do incredible things! – Oriya
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PROFESSOR CHAIM SAIMANPROFESSOR CHAIM SAIMANPROFESSOR CHAIM SAIMANPROFESSOR CHAIM SAIMAN    

PRESENTS 

MARCH 2, 2019MARCH 2, 2019MARCH 2, 2019MARCH 2, 2019    

POSTPOSTPOSTPOST----MUSSAF DRASHAMUSSAF DRASHAMUSSAF DRASHAMUSSAF DRASHA    
““““Is Halacha Jewish Law Is Halacha Jewish Law Is Halacha Jewish Law Is Halacha Jewish Law ----        
And Why That is a Harder Question Than You Think"And Why That is a Harder Question Than You Think"And Why That is a Harder Question Than You Think"And Why That is a Harder Question Than You Think"            

            
PREPREPREPRE----MINCHA ARMCHAIR CONVERSATIONMINCHA ARMCHAIR CONVERSATIONMINCHA ARMCHAIR CONVERSATIONMINCHA ARMCHAIR CONVERSATION    
““““Halakhah: The Rabbinic Idea of LawHalakhah: The Rabbinic Idea of LawHalakhah: The Rabbinic Idea of LawHalakhah: The Rabbinic Idea of Law””””    
A Public Conversation between Rabbi StrauchlerA Public Conversation between Rabbi StrauchlerA Public Conversation between Rabbi StrauchlerA Public Conversation between Rabbi Strauchler    
and Prof. Saiman on Prof. Saimanand Prof. Saiman on Prof. Saimanand Prof. Saiman on Prof. Saimanand Prof. Saiman on Prof. Saiman’’’’s New Books New Books New Books New Book    

    
SEUDAH SHLISHITSEUDAH SHLISHITSEUDAH SHLISHITSEUDAH SHLISHIT    
““““Swords and Sword CultureSwords and Sword CultureSwords and Sword CultureSwords and Sword Culture””””    

--


PARSHAT VAYAKHELPARSHAT VAYAKHELPARSHAT VAYAKHELPARSHAT VAYAKHEL    

Professor Chaim Saiman is a scholar of Jewish law, insurance law 
and private law at Villanova University. Professor Saiman has 
served as the Gruss Visiting Professor of Talmudic Law at Harvard 
Law School and the University of Pennsylvania Law School, a 
visiting fellow at Princeton University, and a visiting professor at 
the Bar-Ilan, Hebrew University and IDC Faculties of Law. 
Professor Saiman received his B.S. from Georgia State University, 
and his J.D. from Columbia University School of Law. He also 
learned at Yeshivat Har-Etzion (Gush) and Kerem B’Yavneh.  

Professor Saiman recently published his book Halakhah: The 
Rabbinic Idea of Law with Princeton University Press.  

Presents



39tevet-shevat-adar-nisan 5779

the stRauchleRs celebRate theiR 10th shaaRei shomayim anniveRsaRy
in september of 2018, Rabbi chaim and avital strauchler celebrated their 10th year anniversary at shaarei 
shomayim. thank you both for your dedicated work for our shul, and for your tremendous contribution to 
our community!

paRent child leaRning
parent child learning is a great way to start 
off the new week with fun learning and quality 
family time. With pizza, prizes, parsha review 
sheets, colouring and more, children of varying 
ages can learn and enjoy! please join us for this 
weekly opportunity with our rabbinic intern 
from the yeshiva university beit midrash, Rabbi 
elihu abbe. for more information email Rabbi 
abbe at eabbe@torontotorah.com.
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annual community bbq
on monday september 3, shaarei shomayim 
hosted its annual community bbq on our 
shul’s front lawn. We enjoyed the friendship, 
great food, arts and crafts, bouncy castle and 
games for the kids, and fun for everyone! We 
introduced our shinshinim, oriya segman 
and maor menasse. thank you to everyone 
who volunteered and attended the bbq, and 
helped making it a great success!
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NNNNOAHOAHOAHOAH''''SSSS    AAAARKRKRKRK    
LLLLIVEIVEIVEIVE    AAAANIMALNIMALNIMALNIMAL    SSSSHOWHOWHOWHOW            
SSSSUNDAYUNDAYUNDAYUNDAY, O, O, O, OCTOBERCTOBERCTOBERCTOBER    14, 201814, 201814, 201814, 2018    

10:15 AM10:15 AM10:15 AM10:15 AM    ----        11:45 AM11:45 AM11:45 AM11:45 AM    
    

CCCCHILDRENHILDRENHILDRENHILDREN    AAAAGESGESGESGES    0000----5555    
WITHWITHWITHWITH    THEIRTHEIRTHEIRTHEIR    PARENTSPARENTSPARENTSPARENTS        
MMMMEMBERSEMBERSEMBERSEMBERS    ----    $8/$8/$8/$8/CHILDCHILDCHILDCHILD    

NNNNONONONON----MMMMEMBERSEMBERSEMBERSEMBERS    $10/C$10/C$10/C$10/CHILDHILDHILDHILD    
IIIINCLUDESNCLUDESNCLUDESNCLUDES    SNACKSSNACKSSNACKSSNACKS, , , , DRINKSDRINKSDRINKSDRINKS    ANDANDANDAND    

PPPPIZZAIZZAIZZAIZZA    LUNCHLUNCHLUNCHLUNCH    FORFORFORFOR    CHILDRENCHILDRENCHILDRENCHILDREN    

470 Glencairn Avenue  |  Toronto, ON M5N 1V8   |  Tel 416-789-3213  |  Fax 416-789-1728  
WWW.SHOMAYIM.ORG 

RRRREGISTEREGISTEREGISTEREGISTER    ATATATAT    

SHAAREISHOMAYIMSHAAREISHOMAYIMSHAAREISHOMAYIMSHAAREISHOMAYIM....SHULCLOUDSHULCLOUDSHULCLOUDSHULCLOUD....COMCOMCOMCOM////FORMFORMFORMFORM////ANIMALSHOWANIMALSHOWANIMALSHOWANIMALSHOW    
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shlomo katZ shabbat
on shabbat october 26-27, 2018, we welcomed 
back Shlomo Katz, one of the most spiritually 
sensitive musicians alive today. shlomo lead us 
and joined us friday night for a beautiful kabbalat 
shabbat, dinner and a post dinner tisch in honour 
of chazzan Zvi katzman’s 40th birthday; shabbat 
morning services; and a musical havdalah on 
saturday night. thank you to the Rakowski family; 
the silver and segal families; and the ulmer and 
greenspan families for sponsoring shlomo’s visit. 



44 winter 2018 - 2019



45tevet-shevat-adar-nisan 5779

Bubby, zaiDy 

THE SHAAREI SHOMAYIM SISTERHOOD
INVITES YOU TO

AN INTERACTIVE ART PROGRAM

Join us along with your little one (ages 4 to 10)
for a fun-filled morning of crafts and pizza!

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 25th, 2018
10:00 AM – 1:00 PM

IN THE SISTERHOOD HALL

$18 PER CHILD FOR MEMBERS
$20 PER CHILD FOR NON-MEMBERS

PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED ONLINE 
SHAAREISHOMAYIM.SHULCLOUD.COM/FORM/BUBBY

OR CONTACT THE SHUL OFFICE 
AT 416.789.3213

470 GLENCAIRN AVENUE  |  TORONTO ON M5N 1V8   |   PHONE: 416.789.3213
WWW.SHOMAYIM.ORG

OR MOTHER, FATHER OR GREAT AUNT, GREAT UNCLE, COUSIN OR FRIEND...

and Me 
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skating paRty
We had a blast at our annual Rosh Chodesh 
Kislev Skating Party, sponsored by Alan 
Burger and family in loving memory of 
Suzanne Burgerz”l. With parent-child learning 
with Rabbi elihu abbe, special bar and bat 
mitzvah programs, skating and pizza – it was 
fun for all! 
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chanukah sing n’ bake
chanukah at shaarei shomayim was a time for 
meaningful programming. our young families 
gathered for a chanukah sing n’ bake with 
James funny hat and Rabbi Jesse shore. 
children rolled cookie dough, cut out chanukah 
shapes, and sang lots of classic chanukah 
songs. thank you to our mp marco mendicino 
for joining us.

470 Glencairn Avenue  |  Toronto, ON M5N 1V8   |  Tel 416-789-3213  |  Fax 416-789-1728  
WWW.SHOMAYIM.ORG 



CHANUKAH 

SING N’ BAKE 
Sunday, December 9, 2018Sunday, December 9, 2018Sunday, December 9, 2018Sunday, December 9, 2018    

10:00 am 10:00 am 10:00 am 10:00 am ----    11:30 am11:30 am11:30 am11:30 am    

Baking & CraftsBaking & CraftsBaking & CraftsBaking & Crafts    
Special performance by Special performance by Special performance by Special performance by James Funny HatJames Funny HatJames Funny HatJames Funny Hat    

Kids Pizza Lunch (nuts & sesame free)Kids Pizza Lunch (nuts & sesame free)Kids Pizza Lunch (nuts & sesame free)Kids Pizza Lunch (nuts & sesame free)    



    Kids ages 0Kids ages 0Kids ages 0Kids ages 0----5 and their parents.5 and their parents.5 and their parents.5 and their parents.    

$8/child online | $10/child at the door $8/child online | $10/child at the door $8/child online | $10/child at the door $8/child online | $10/child at the door     

Register at shaareishomayim.shulcloud.com/form/Register at shaareishomayim.shulcloud.com/form/Register at shaareishomayim.shulcloud.com/form/Register at shaareishomayim.shulcloud.com/form/
singnbake singnbake singnbake singnbake     
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chanukah & chessed on-the-go
our older children boarded a special party 
bus and visited terrace garden Retirement 
Residence. they connected with the residents 
and brought a little holiday cheer to them. they 
went to ve’ahavta offices where they dropped 
off clothing donations for the homeless, and 
learned about the important tzedakah (charity) 
that ve’ahavta performs. they returned to 
shaarei shomayim for pizza and games. We 
welcomed toronto ems for sufganiyot, and 
expressed hakarat hatov (gratitude) for all the 
good that the paramedics do (while checking 
out their ambulance). thank you to all the 
children who participated, and thank you 
to Jacob posluns and avital strauchler for 
organizing so much fun.

 december 9, 2018 
sunday

drop off: 9:30am

at shul 
pick up: 12:30pm

at shul  

 Space is Limited. RSVP by December 3, sign up at 
shaareishomayim.shulcloud.com/form/ChessedGo

Joint program with
 a local retirement home, Ve'ahavta, Toronto EMS & KCC

Ages 7 – 12
$15/child

shaarei shomayim & Chessed Committee Present: 

Chanukah
& Chessed
on the go
Party Bus & Pizza

470 GLENCAIRN AVENUE  |  TORONTO ON M5N 1V8   |   PHONE: 416.789.3213
WWW.SHOMAYIM.ORG
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470 Glencairn Avenue  |  Toronto, ON M5N 1V8   |  Tel 416-789-3213  |  Fax 416-789-1728  
WWW.SHOMAYIM.ORG 

 MATTERS  

Motzei Shabbat, January 12, 2019Motzei Shabbat, January 12, 2019Motzei Shabbat, January 12, 2019Motzei Shabbat, January 12, 2019    
7:15 pm 7:15 pm 7:15 pm 7:15 pm ----    After ParentAfter ParentAfter ParentAfter Parent----Child LearningChild LearningChild LearningChild Learning    

SKSKSKSK----Grade 5 | Pizza & PrizesGrade 5 | Pizza & PrizesGrade 5 | Pizza & PrizesGrade 5 | Pizza & Prizes    
$10/child | Register at shaareishomayim.shulcloud.com/form/KidsBingo$10/child | Register at shaareishomayim.shulcloud.com/form/KidsBingo$10/child | Register at shaareishomayim.shulcloud.com/form/KidsBingo$10/child | Register at shaareishomayim.shulcloud.com/form/KidsBingo    

upcoming youth pRogRams
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dedication of isRael’s neW consulate in toRonto

Galit Baram, Consul General  
of israel in toronto with  
rabbi Strauchler

sunday spOrts day!
sunday February 3, 2019 | 3:30 - 5:00pm

sports and Kids dinner  |  Kids ages 1-5 and their parents
Members $8/child  |  non-Members $10/child

register at shaareishomayim.shulcloud.com/form/sundaysports
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4965 Steeles Avenue West, North York, Ontario M9L 1R4
Tel: 416-745-8518  •  Fax: 416-745-3312  •  www.trustflooring.com
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FOOD SERVICE DISPOSABLES  |  GARBAGE BAGS     
AIR FRESHENERS  |  CUSTOM LOGO MATS  |  VACUUMS 
CLEANING CHEMICALS  |  SALT & ICE MELTER 
HOT & COLD PRESSURE WASHERS  |  WIPERS & CLOTHS

WE DELIVER TO THE GTA

Gary Hyde
Office: 416-742-2777 ext. 215

Mobile: 416-275-8936
gary@royturk.com

Your Single Source For Janitorial Products,  
Cleaning Supplies & More

www.royturk.com

Paper Products,  
Soap & Sanitizers

Autoscrubbers 
& Floor Sweepers

Health & Safety  
Supplies
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HAPPY 
HANUKKAH! 
f rom al l  of  us at  

COHEN & MASTER

We work all winter long 
to make sure your trees 
stay Happy and Healthy!

- Pruning -
- Cabling - 

- Salt Buster - 

Call today for your free Call today for your free 
consultation!

BE GOOD TO YOUR TREES. 416-932-0622
CMTREES.COM
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YU Fall Shabbaton
On Shabbat November 2-3, 2018, we welcomed the YU Torah MiTzion Fall Shabbaton about the topic: Ten Ideas for 

Ten Years on Ten Tests of Jewish Exile and Return. We learned and enjoyed the Friday night Oneg, and various Shabbat 
day Shiurim and Drashot by Rabbi Elihu Abbe, Ezer Diena, Alex Hecht, and Rabbi Mordechai Torczyner. 

Thank you very much for opening Shaarei 
Shomayim to our Shabbaton !  
We greatly enjoyed the opportunity to meet, and 
learn with, the community .

More - on a Shabbat that was so heavy with pain 
and grief, it was good to feel that we were doing 
something meaningful to enrich and inspire .

Thank you to the office for enabling and promoting 
our program, to the Rabbis for facilitating our 
speaking opportunities, and to the shul as a whole 
for welcoming us so warmly. Rabbi Abbe, the 
avreichim and I are grateful for the relationship 
we have with Shaarei Shomayim, and we look 
forward to doing more to build on that relationship 
in the future .

Rabbi Mordechai Torczyner

let’s make ouR shul WaRm and hospitable
We are looking for members who can host young singles, new members or visitors for shabbat and  
yom tov meals. We would like to make sure that every person who comes to our shul has a place to go.  
if you are interested, please email or call the shul office.
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Exclusivity at Terrace Banquet Centre
  Embassy Grand 
  Shaarei Shomayim Congregation
  Various banquet halls in Toronto

Customized creative menu planning with our artistic team of chefs

Phone: 416.638.8381 
Email: naomi@menchens.ca 
Web: www.menchens.ca
COR

CULINARY ENGINEERS
Innovative. Eclectic. Extraordinary

Menchens Catering



59tevet-shevat-adar-nisan 5779

WHERE

TORAH MATTERS
FRIENDS MATTER
COMMUNITY MATTERS
FUN MATTERS
AND YES – 

KIDDUSH MATTERS!

BE A KIDDUSH-FEST BOOSTER
RECOGNIZE A BIRTHDAY, ANNIVERSARY OR SPECIAL MILESTONE

TO BOOST AN UPCOMING KIDDUSHFEST, PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE

IF YOU HAVE ANY FOODS YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE FEATURED IN OUR 
KIDDUSH-FEST, PLEASE CONTACT THE SHUL OFFICE 

470 GLENCAIRN AVENUE  |  TORONTO ON M5N 1V8   |   PHONE: 416.789.3213
WWW.SHOMAYIM.ORG

A MONTHLY EXCITING AND DELICIOUS FESTIVAL OF FOOD AND FUN

WHERE 

thank you to the Boosters and Organizers of KiddushFEST

save the date
January 19 - alohaFEST and new Members Kiddush

be a KiddushFEST bOOster
ReCognize A BiRThdAy, AnniveRSAy

oR SPeCiAl mileSTone

tO BOOst an uPCOMinG KiddushFEST,
PLease COntaCt the shuL OFFiCe

iF YOu have anY FOOds YOu wOuLd LiKe tO see 
Featured in Our KiddushFEST, PLease COntaCt the shuL OFFiCe

So why don’t we feel it? Why don’t we walk into 
a Shul and feel “How awesome is this place!”?

It’s probably the same reasons that we generally 
don’t feel Awe of Hashem. In the “Guidebook to 
Reaching Awe” (a.k.a. Mesillas Yesharim), the 
Ramchal highlights 10 deterrents that keep us 
from reaching adequate levels of Awe.

One of the deterrents is worldly distractions. 
We’re dealing with a lot of things on a daily basis: 
our jobs, our finances, our families, our friends, 
our health, and what exactly are we going to 
have for breakfast /lunch / dinner today. It’s hard 
to put those things out of our minds.

By Mark Frankel

“How awesome is this place! This is the house 
of Hashem and the gateway to heaven”. When 
Yaakov said this, he was talking about the 
Beis HaMikdash. After the destruction, our 
Shuls function as our Mikdash Me’ats, our 
small places of holiness. They are our houses 
of Hashem, our gateways to heaven.

Our Shuls are truly awesome places. It’s 
the place that we can have a face to face 
conversation with Hashem three times a day. 
It’s the place where we can publicly declare 
Hashem’s greatness with our Jewish brothers 
and sisters. It’s the place where we can witness 
people working selflessly to keep this holy 
place functioning.

shulpolitics.com - thursday november 22, 2018

How Awesome is this Shul
A second deterrent is our self-centered 
perspective. The davening is fast. Or slow. 
It’s hot. It’s cold. It’s talkative. It’s unfriendly. I 
want my seat. Don’t sneeze on me. There’s no 
cholent. That’s our default perspective.

Perhaps when we walk into to Shul, we can 
start with the thought – “How awesome is 
this place!”. This is the gateway to heaven. 
Hashem, the Master of the Universe wants to 
hear my voice. He wants to hear my problems. 
He wants to have a deep relationship with little 
ol’ me. Maybe if we start with these thoughts, 
we can gently push the other concerns to the 
side – for a little while. It’s worth a try.
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Brian and KiM waLtMan on the birth of a 
baby boy, JOnah tOBY. Proud grandparents 
are BarrY and GiLda waLtMan and 
howard and riki Lichtman. Mazal tov to the 
many excited aunts, uncles and cousins.

LOrraine hanser on the birth of a great-
granddaughter, Paige Melanie, born to dale 
and Falyn abrams. excited brother is Cole. 
Proud grandparents are Jon and Kim abrams 
and daniel and elise waltman.

LOrraine hanser on the birth of a great-
grandson, Mateo theodore, born to Jesse 
and shani abrams. Proud grandparents are 
Kim and Jon abrams and ilana and Chaim 
Cohen of israel.

JaCOB riFKind and raChaLe COhen on 
the birth of a daughter, aria. excited siblings 
are aYLa and nOah. Proud grandparents are 
aarOn and JOYCe riFKind and warren 
COhen and ann siLBer-COhen.

JOrdan and daYna waLtMan on the 
birth of a baby boy, ian JOnathan. 
Proud grandparents are BarrY and GiLda 
waLtMan and norman and Jackie Kahn. 
thrilled great-grandmother is ruth simon. 
Mazal tov to the many excited aunts, uncles 
and cousins.

PauL BrOwn and Carol Brown on the 
birth of a granddaughter, sarah, born to dr. 
rivky and rabbi reuven Brown in Miami 
Beach, Florida. Proud grandparents are 
rabbi avraham and Frada stone of west 
Orange, nJ. excited siblings are dena, dovid  
and Yosef.

JOsePh and sarah KOvaL on the birth 
of a baby boy, ZaCharY ethan. Proud 
grandparents are ivan and MiriaM KOvaL 
and Michael and Liliane rende. excited 
siblings are Mia and BenJaMin.

KaYLa and JOshua BerniCK on the birth 
of their daughter, sadie raYMOnde.  elated 
big brother is JaCKsOn. Proud grandparents 
are FranCine and MiChaeL GOLdriCh and 
Laurie and Mark Bernick. honoured great-
grandparents are PearL GOLdriCh, david 
alloul and irving Koven. excited aunts and 
uncles are Lana and YeChieL BOBrOwsKY, 
taMara and YaaKOv GOLdriCh, alana 
Bernick and shiMOn GOLdriCh. excited 
cousins are naomi, ari and Max Bobrowsky.

Ori and reBeCCa GOLdstein on the birth 
of a son, asher. Proud grandparents are 
Zev and shaindy Goldstein and Genady and 
sara shapira. thrilled great-grandmother 
is dOdO COhen. excited aunts and uncles 
are rena and Josh Zelig, dani and ariella 
Goldstein, natanel, Yoni and Geula shapira; 
and cousins Joey, Benny, rebecca, Liora, 
atara, sefi, sari and Kaylie.

adaM LevY and Leah siLBer on the Bar 
Mitzvah of their son, Justin. excited siblings 
are CharLeY and saM. Proud grandparents 
are aLLan and hinda siLBer and stanley 
and Janet Levy.

ted CrOitOru and edith deviCO on the 
Bar Mitzvah of their son, JereMY.  excited 
siblings are GaBrieL and eva. Proud 
grandparents are sylvain and Fortunee 
devico. 

sOL and Queenie naYMan on sOL’s Bar 
Mitzvah. Proud children are nicole and Gary 
and stuart; and grandchildren Candace, 
Lauren, Maurice, Ben, and rachel.

eLie and JudY rOth on the Bat Mitzvah of 
their daughter, sOPhie. excited twin brother 
is hiLLeL. Proud grandparents are simone 
and Jack Oziel and Leah and steve roth.

tOBY Kasner on the Bar Mitzvah of 
her grandson, Kevin, in new York. Proud 
parents are Jill Kasner and Jonathan Mogil.  
excited sister is Maddy. happy grandmother 
is Penny Baum.

Zev and JenniFer KOrMan on the Bat 
Mitzvah of their daughter, arieLLa anita. 
excited sister is Ora. Proud grandparents 
are ann and aron Korman and sabina and 
irwin Finestone.

shOshana eLharar on the engagement 
of her son, MaYer eLharar, to inBaL 
varsanO, daughter of irit and ronen 
varsano. excited siblings are david and 
eLissa eLharar, and adi and idan varsano. 
Proud grandparents are Laszlo and Miriam 
Feldman. 

BarrY and neLLY ZaGdansKi and 
stephen and nancy weisbrod on the birth 
of a granddaughter, avery sloane, born 
to tamar and Max weisbrod. Proud great-
grandparents are ernest and heLen 
sinGer. excited sister is Mila. thrilled aunts, 
uncles and cousins are Josh and Jennie, 
henry and ellis, ari and Maddy, sarah, sam, 
tamar and amitai and noa, Mendy and nate.

arieh GLustein, resa and alan Litwack 
and Joy and Moti Yunger on the birth of a 
granddaughter, sinai Mena, born to Gadi and 
atara Yunger. thrilled great-grandparents 
are noreen and Cyril Lax and Zoli Yunger. 
excited aunts and uncles are danieLLa 
and JeFFerY siLver, daLia and shLOMie 
YunGer, naOMi and Zvi GLustein and 
samara and ami Yunger.

shLOMO and riFKa eisenstat on the birth 
of a grandson, sidney alexander, born to 
ayala and Matt stein. Proud grandparents 
are stephen and Brenda stein. thrilled 
great- grandmothers are ida holtzkener and 
Gloria Krugel.

adir and dara dishY on the birth of a 
son, iZZY raY, שראל רחמים. excited sister is 
eLLie sara. Proud grandparents are MarC 
and JOY KOPLOwitZ, ilan dishy, dorit sova 
ansel, sandra dishy and harry Litwin. excited 
great-grandmothers are Frances namak 
and edna dishy. thrilled aunts, uncles and 
cousins are YOni, BaiLeY, LeO and isaiah 
rOth, JaKe KOPLOwitZ, eytan, dafna, Yair, 
erez, Yishai dishy, ariel and seth ittleman, 
ashley and david Finson and aryeh ansel. 

JeFFreY PeLChOvitZ and eLiZaBeth 
GOttesMan on the birth of a baby girl, ZOe 
CharLOtte. Proud grandparents are steve 
GOttesMan and LiddY BeCK and Mark and 
saimi Pelchovitz.

CLiFFOrd and KatY KOrMan on the birth 
of a granddaughter, noa Maia Betty Korman, 
daughter of aaron Korman and Lara torvi. 
excited sister is sasha. Proud grandparents 
are Lee and Jerry torvi.

Linda Levenstein on the birth of a 
great-granddaughter, raz rivka, in israel, 
daughter of tsahala and elnatan Perez. 
Proud grandparents are Michael and Leora 
Levenstein and Yaakov and sylvie Perez. 
thrilled great-grandparents are Chuck and 
Connie solomon, and Mrs. Perez.

Member News We wish Mazal tov to the following:

Births

FrOM auGust 11 tO nOveMBer 24, 2018

Bar / Bat MitZvah

enGaGeMents
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COndOLenCes tO

sPeCiaL annOunCeMents

B’hatzlacha to hYMie and shirLeY 
sChiLdKraut, who made aliyah to israel 
this fall.

eveLYnne and MiChaeL Bernstein, henry 
rothbart, Carole and Jack Padveen, Martin 
Mendelsohn, vivian and david Campbell, 
Judy silver, JOshua Bernstein and 
families, on the loss of their mother, mother-
in-law, sister, sister-in-law and grandmother, 
eileen rothbartz”l.

denise Lewittes, Joseph and esther Lewittes, 
Pnina and Moshe raziel, rhona Bar-asher, 
MaLKa Lewittes and eLan PratZer, LOri 
Lewittes and ted sasKin, avi Lewittes, 
dini and andi Lewittes, nathalie and richard 
wachsberg, arieLLa, nOaM, and aviva 
PratZer, Oren, aLiZa, MiChaeL and 
hiLLarY, taMar sasKin and families, on 
the loss of their husband, brother, brother-
in-law, father, father-in-law and grandfather, 
david Lewittesz”l.             

LiddY BeCK and steve GOttesMan, 
Cathy Beck and Laurence rubin, anthony 
and Laura Beck, eLiZaBeth GOttesMan 
and JeFFreY PeLChOvitZ and families, on 
the loss of their mother, mother-in-law and 
grandmother, Marianne Beckz”l. 

Judith holzman and harry Cohen, aviva, 
amanda Cohen, anthony ionno and families, 
on the loss of their mother, mother-in-
law and grandmother, renee hOLZMan-
harendOrFz”l.

anne Kremer, rOBerta KreMer and sandY 
FinKeLstein, sidney (sholom) Kremer and 
Zoe Mandel, eMMa and Michelle, Mara, 
adeLe, hunter, alexandra and families, on 
the loss of their husband, father, father-in-
law and grandfather, alex Kremerz”l. 

neal and Karen Kadish, allan and Orli 
Kadish, Jerry and Barbara Mortfield, toby 
Mortfield and families, on the loss of their 
mother, mother-in-law, sister, sister-in-law, 
grandmother and great-grandmother, tOBY 
Kadishz”l.

MeLeCh and dOrOthY haLBerstadt 
on the marriage of their grandson, Joshua 
Lax, son of George and shari Krieser and 
Michael Lax, to Mira Blumenthal, daughter 
of Larry Blumenthal and Michelle Katz 
Blumenthal. delighted siblings are Lauren, 
daniel, Brandon, Jesse and erin. Proud 
grandparents are Cyril and noreen Lax and 
reuben and Lily Katz. 

anne BurGer and family on the marriage 
of her son, adaM, to Laura MinCer.

JudY LaXer and JeFFreY LiPsitZ on the 
marriage of their son, YOnatan, to Lauren 
Gans, daughter of tamar sivkin and edwin 
Gans of Ottawa. excited siblings are avi, 
MiChaL and OrLY LiPsitZ, Jennifer Gans 
and Michael Keshen, and daniel Gans Proud 
grandparents are Carl and Betty Laxer and 
Marsha Gans of Montreal. 

steve GOttesMan and LiddY BeCK on 
the marriage of their daughter, sOPhie, to 
BrYan FLatt, son of ilene and stephen 
Flatt. excited siblings are eLiZaBeth 
GOttesMan and JeFFreY PeLChOvitZ, 
JOnathan GOttesMan and MadeLeine 
GOttesMan, and dana Flatt and Laura 
Flatt. excited niece is ZOe CharLOtte 
PeLChOvitZ. Proud grandparents are Phyllis 
and ab Flatt and Florence Magram.

sOL and tauBe ZeiFMan on their 50th 
wedding anniversary.

ansheL BuXBauM on his special birthday.

ies van MesseL on his special birthday.

LOuis FriedMan on his special birthday.

MurraY and CYnthia GreenBerG on 
their 60th wedding anniversary.

harOLd sPrinG on his 75th birthday.

ChaiM eisenstat on his special birthday.

B’hatzlacha to the students who are in israel 
for their year of study: aarOn MiLLs and 
raCheL ParKer. 

Mazal Tov to rOBin GOFine on her new 
position as national executive director of 
Jerusalem Foundation of Canada. 

Mazal Tov to Professor dr. david herbert, son 
of dr. PauL herBert, on being awarded 
tenure by the department of Chemistry at 
the university of Manitoba.

Mira and sauL KOsChitZKY, annette 
and Joey Colton, Giti and Jack Bendheim, 
and Barbara and david Jacobson on the 
engagement of their grandchildren, Yekutiel 
Koschitzky, to tali Jacobson of Philadelphia. 
Proud great-grandparents are Chantze Butler 
and eli Bendheim. delighted parents are Joel 
Koschitzky and Yonina and Zev Bendheim-
Jacobson. excited siblings are MiriaM and 
Yedidia KOsChitZKY and shira and amitai 
Koschitzky, as well as ayelet, anat, ephraim, 
azi, raanan, and hila Jacobson.

MOshe and Brenda Bessin on the 
engagement of their son, avi, to ChaYa 
sarah duBrOw, daughter of rabbi Meilech 
and Yehudis duBrow of Los angeles. excited 
siblings are hYiM Bessin, MiriaM Bessin, 
aura and eli woznica; shoshi duBrow, 
ramy and Jaz duBrow, and Boruch noam 
and sheina duBrow. Proud grandmother is 
Corrine duBrow.

shOshana KaGedan on the engagement 
of her son, arieL KaGedan, to LiOra 
ZhreBKer, daughter of itzhak and Leah 
Zhrebker. thrilled siblings are avi shainhouse 
and Lila Kagedan, aharon and Karen 
Kagedan, talya Kagedan, hannah Zhrebker 
and devorah Zhrebker.

LarrY and JaCKie ZiMMerMan on the 
engagement of their son, saM, to raCheL 
davis, daughter of Michael davis and 
debby Pollit. excited siblings are henrY 
ZiMMerMan, alex davis, Jordan davis, 
and seth davis. Proud grandparents 
are JOYCe and GOrdOn strauss and  
Libby Zimmerman.

niCOLe and JeFF tOLedanO on the 
engagement of their daughter, ashLeY 
to JereMY, son of ruthie and Michael 
Mammon. excited siblings are eve and Jacob 
toledano, ZaCh and Leedan, ariella and 
shira Mammon. Proud grandparents are 
Barry Brin, shoshana Mammon and rebecca 
and Joe Mammon. 

stewart and danieLLe turK and rachel 
and Michael harari on the engagement of 
their children, sarah turK to BaruCh 
harari. excited siblings are sean, JaMie 
and Jacqui, eMiLY and Yechiel and racheli, 
shmuel aaron, sarah, rivka and estee. Proud 
grandparents are shirley and Joseph Benatar, 
Clara turk, Zipora harari and Pauline Posner.

Laura and aLan winer on the marriage 
of their son, JOnah, to eMiLY GOLdBerG, 
daughter of Michael and Barbara Goldberg. 
excited siblings are adaM, taMar and saM 
winer, and Carly and hannah Goldberg. 
Proud grandmother is ruth winer.

MarriaGes

anniversaries and BirthdaYs

hOnOur the MeMOrY OF 
YOur LOved Ones BY dediCatinG  

a MeMOriaL PLaQue Or  
a LeaF On Our tree OF LiFe

commemoRate
youR loved one

FOr detaiLs, PLease eMaiL
niCOLe at niCOLe@shOMaYiM.OrG
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professionally we serve

specializing in pre-arrangements
905-881-6003   |   www.steeles.org

professionally we care
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AHS DAY CAMP!
F O R  A G E S  3 - 5  A T  T H E  P O S L U N S  &  K A M I N  C A M P U S E S

A N D  C O N T I N U E  Y O U R  C H I L D ' S  J E W I S H  E X P E R I E N C E  W I T H

P R E S E N T S  

Session 1: June 24 – July 12, 2019* 

Session 2: July 15 – August 2, 2019* 

Session 3: August 6 – August 23, 2019* 

*Subject to sufficient enrolment 

Contact us for more information at daycamp@ahschools

Famil ies new to Associated Hebrew Schools for the 

2019/2020 academic year wil l  receive a $250 credit 

toward school tuition when the registered child 

attends Associated Hebrew Schools Day Camp! 

NURSERY & JK  
TUITION REDUCTION

Our Early Years program provides a rich and welcoming 

environment in which children build confidence and 

develop skills under the guidance of our responsive and 

caring educators. 

We are thrilled to announce that for the 2019-2020 

academic year, Nursery and Junior Kindergarten tuition 

have been reduced: 

Full-Day Nursery Tuition $12,975 

Full Day Junior Kindergarten Tuition $13,975 

To learn more, please contact Cayla Solomon at 
 (416) 494-7666 x 575 or csolomon@ahschools.com

www.associatedhebrewschools.com



470 glencairn avenue, toronto, ontario m5n 1v8
Telephone: 416-789-3213  •  Fax: 416-789-1728
Website: shomayim.org  •  Email: info@shomayim.org

office houRs
monday - thursday .................................................8:30am - 5:00pm

friday ............................................................................8:30am - 2:00pm

shabbat, sunday ........................................................................closed

Who’s Who
Rabbi ..........................................................................chaim strauchler
Rebbetzin .................................................................. avital strauchler
assistant Rabbi .................................................................Jesse shore
shamash / baal koreh .................................................Ralph levine
cantor ................................................................................. Zvi katzman
Rabbi, downstairs minyan .................................... elliott diamond
president ..........................................................................Randall craig
executive director .................................................. nicole toledano
youth director ..............................................................Jacob posluns
bulletin contributor ..............................................lawrence savlov

donations
capital fund.......................................................................... $18 and up
philip Zucker torah fund ................................................. $18 and up
phillip Wintrob youth fund ............................................ $18 and up
Rabbi’s charity fund ......................................................... $18 and up
volunteer appreciation fund ........................................ $18 and up
beit medrash book fund ................................................$36 and up
chessed fund ......................................................................$36 and up
security fund ................................................................... $250 and up
memorial plaques .......................................................................... $450
tree of life: leaf .......................................................................... $1,800
tree of life: stone ...................................................................... $5,400

sponsoRships
Regular shabbat kiddush .........................................................$780*
shabbat mevorchim kiddush ................................................. $1,100*
downstairs minyan kiddush .......................................................$325
hashkama minyan kiddush........................................................ $200
seudah shlishit ............................................................................... $250
teen minyan kiddush ................................................................... $200
chessed fund sponsor a meal .....................................................$72
flowers for the sanctuary ............................call for more details
youth kiddush .................................................................................... $54
Weekday breakfast: per day .........................................................$72
Weekday breakfast: per week .................................................. $360
*partial sponsorships available.............................starting at $195

to make a donation or arrange for a sponsorship, please call
the shul office or go to www.shomayim.org. tax receipts will 
be issued.

endoWments
endowment funds can be set up to suit your individual 
requirements. for further information, please contact the
shul office.

dates to RemembeR
dec 17 medical ethics with Rabbi torczyner: 
 Jewish law and the CPaP Machine

dec 18 fast of the 10th of tevet

jan 11 family kabbalat shabbat – Winter edition

jan 12 youth bingo night

jan 18 - 19 shabbat shira with the y-studs  
 and chazzan Josh orzech

jan 19 dr. elliott malamet pray & learn

jan 19 kiddushfeSt – alohafeSt and new members kiddush

jan 21 tu b’shvat

jan 26 yp and young families luncheon

Feb 3 young families sunday sports day

Feb 8 family kabbalat shabbat – adar aleph

Feb 11 medial ethics with Rabbi torczyner: 
 Mental health and Mitzvot

Feb 14 family day event @ eZone

mar 2 scholar-in-Residence professor chaim saiman

mar 3 youth movie night

mar 20 taanit ester / erev purim

mar 20 purim carnival

mar 21 purim

mar 22 shushan purim

apr 6 yu spring shabbaton

apr 6 dr. elliott malamet pray & learn

apr 19 ta’anit bechorot / erev pesach

apr 20 i pesach

apr 21 ii pesach

apr 22 - 25 chol hamoed pesach

apr 26 vii pesach

apr 27 viii pesach

may 2 yom hashoah

may 8 yom haZikaron

may 9 yom haatzmaut


