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From the Rabbi’s Desk

The Ultimate  
Level of Arvut

Parshat Nitzavim is always read right before Rosh Hashana. At first 
glance, the connection between the two seems to be the fact that 
towards the end of the parsha, the Torah mentions repentance. 
“This mitzvah that I command you today is not difficult for you… 
it is in your mouth and your heart to do it (Devarim 30:11, 14).”

 The Ramban explains that this refers to repentance. It 
seems logical that before the Day of Judgement we should 
read a parsha that mentions this concept. But perhaps there 
is another connection between Nitzavim and Rosh Hashana.
 In the beginning of the parsha, the Torah discusses the 
concept of arvut, the notion that each Jew is responsible for 
their fellow Jews. The verse says, “The hidden transgressions 
are for Hashem, but the revealed ones are for us and our 
children forever (29:28).” Our Sages explain that this means 
that if a Jew performs a transgression publicly, and others can 
stop them but do not, then they are also held accountable. 
“Kol Yisrael avreivim zeh bazeh – all Jews are responsible for 
each other (Shavuot 39a).”
 This is one application of the concept of arvut but the 
concept extends far beyond this situation. In its ultimate  
sense, arvut means that every Jew must take responsibility 
for the welfare of other Jews. The first example in the 
Torah is when Yehuda tells Yaakov Avinu that he will take 
responsibility for Binyamin. “I will personally guarantee 
him; from my hand you can demand him (Bereshit, 
43:9).” Yehuda was willing to risk his own future to protect 
Binyamin. That is what arvut means in the fullest sense of 
the word. The principle of arvut requires that a Jew should 
never see themselves as just an individual. But rather, should 
always view themselves as part of the broader Jewish Nation.
 This mindset of seeing oneself as part of the community 
is the kind of perspective a person should have on Rosh 
Hashana. In Melachim II, the Navi describes how the Isha 
HaShunamit, the woman from Shuneim, provided for Elisha 
HaNavi’s needs. At one point, Elisha asked her if he could do 
her a favour in return. “Can I speak to the king on your behalf? 
(4:13)” The Zohar explains that Elisha spoke to her on Rosh 
Hashana and he was asking if he could daven for her. He 

was saying, “Can I ask something of the King of Judgement 
on your behalf?” But the Isha HaShunamit responds, “No, 
please don’t do anything special for me. I would just like to be 
amongst my people.” Our Sages praise her for this statement, 
because it showed that she understood that in times of crisis, 
it is always better to be part of a community.
 But why exactly is this so important? One answer is that 
when a person joins together with the community, they 
acquire the merits of the entire community. The Meshech 
Chochmah writes that when there is unity in a group, the 
individuals of that group can be saved from punishments 
they would have been worthy of as individuals. Similarly, 
when a person connects to a community, their individual 
faults are considered insignificant compared to the merits of 
the community, which makes it easier for them to merit a 
favourable judgement.
 Furthermore, this is one of the reasons that we daven in 
the plural form, to put oneself together with others. But there 
is another purpose as well. By formulating tefillah in the 
plural form, the Sages wanted to remind us that we should 
daven not only for ourselves, but for others as well. It is not 
enough to simply daven together with the community but to 
truly connect with them, we must daven for other members 
of our People too. That is why the Rabbis instituted that we 
conclude the Amidah during the Ten Days of Repentance by 
saying, “We should be remembered and inscribed before You 
in the Book of Life, we and Your entire people, the House of 
Israel.” We emphasise that we care not just about ourselves 
and our families. We care about all of the Jewish People. This 
is the ultimate level of arvut. 
 May each one of us, our families, and the Jewish People 
throughout the world be inscribed this Rosh Hashana for a 
year of health, happiness and abundant joy.  

RABBI SAM 
TAYLOR
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What’s Next?
As President of Shaarei Shomayim, I have come 

to appreciate the invaluable benefit of having a 
broad network of support. Among the resources 
available to me are the insights and wisdom of 

our esteemed Past Presidents, who have walked the path 
I now tread and are always ready to share their valuable 
advice. Additionally, I have the privilege of being part of a 
WhatsApp group comprising Presidents and Lay Leaders 
from various OU shuls across North America. This network 
has been a source of great relief, as it reassures me that the 
significant questions we grapple with at our shul are shared 
challenges faced by many other congregations.
 At the forefront of our minds is the pivotal question of 
“What’s next?” How can we adapt in 2023, knowing that 
each of our shuls in 2028 will be markedly different from 
what they were just five years ago? We recognize that there 
has been a paradigm shift in the way shuls are operating and 
relying on past success will not suffice for the future. 
 As we move forward, the nominating committee will play 
a crucial role in selecting the next President, Executive, 
and Board of Governors. This leadership team will be 
instrumental in guiding us through the next stage of  
our journey.
 A thought-provoking article by Erica Brown titled 
“Visionary Leadership for a Jewish Future” came to my 
attention recently. In this piece, Brown underscores the need 
for leaders who transcend the roles of mere fundraisers or 
supervisors and instead become genuine visionaries and 
dreamers. She emphasizes the importance of inspiring 
creativity, fostering civility, and demonstrating sensitivity in 
our leadership.
 While dreaming and hypothesizing about the future is 
essential, it is equally critical to devise actionable steps to 

JONATHAN OSTRO
President’s Message

achieve our goals. Drawing from Brown’s article, I believe 
there are specific measures we must take to progress on  
this path:
 1. Foster the growth of leadership from within our community 
and invest in developing and nurturing the next generation of 
shul leaders. Simultaneously, we must recognize and harness 
the talent and experience of our dedicated professional 
staff. Maintaining this balance is crucial, as it ensures 
that our professional staff are empowered with decision- 
making skills.
 2. Shift our focus towards deepening commitments rather 
than simply promoting engagement. I have ‘banged on this 
drum’ before, however I believe when you give a piece of 
yourself to the shul, you receive much more in return. You 
are given ample opportunities for personal growth and will 
leave with a sense of fulfilment.
 As we chart the course for Shaarei Shomayim’s future, I am 
committed to implementing these principles and working 
collaboratively with all stakeholders to realize our shared 
vision for a vibrant and prosperous community. Embracing 
the challenges and opportunities that lie ahead, we will steer 
our shul towards a future filled with purpose and promise.
 I urge anyone seeking greater involvement within our shul 
to reach out to me directly. Our community continually 
needs passionate volunteers and visionaries who can play 
a pivotal role in shaping our future. Your commitment and 
contributions will undoubtedly make a significant impact as 
we move forward together.
 I shortened the link so you can type out and read Erica 
Brown’s article in full: https://tinyurl.com/4exxms35.
 On behalf of the Executive and Board of Governors of 
Shaarei Shomayim, I would like to wish each of you a Shana 
Tova U’Metuka, a happy, healthy, sweet new year. 

Shana Tova
To our Members, Friends and the entire Jewish Community!
From the Executive, Clergy, and Board Members.
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Prayers Lost  
and Found

How many people do you think understand the 
prayers that fill the pages of our Yamim Noraim 
machzor? Of the many tefillot we recite on Rosh 
Hashana or Yom Kippur what percentage does 

the average man or woman in shul really comprehend? It’s 
hard to escape the irony that although the Days of Awe, or 
the High Holy Days, are considered by many to be the most 
holy and important holidays in the calendar, the prayers 
of these significant days are the least understood. And yet, 
with the least understood prayers swirling around us in 
the Sanctuary, and while holding a book originally written 
in a language most of us struggle to understand and whose 
meaning is elusive, we add extra chairs because more of us 
show up on these days than on any other days of the year.
 There’s a short tefillah that we recite immediately after the 
Shofar blasts on Rosh Hashana that begins with the words 
 The plain meaning of this introductory .היום הרת עולם
phrase is “today is the birthday of the world (or mankind), 
reflecting the notion that Rosh Hashana marks the day 6th 
day of Creation on which, as the Torah reports, Adam was 
created. But the word הרת can also be translated as “pregnant” 
rendering the phrase to mean that today is pregnant with 
possibility and potential. 
 Imagine for a moment the overwhelming world-wide 
anticipation of the life-saving impact of a newly discovered 
cancer-fighting drug that could alter the course of medical 
history. And then, consider what the reaction would be 
if that drug never came to fruition because of extended 
legal wrangling following a proprietary oversight which 
prevented the production of this miracle drug: enormous  
potential wasted. 
 The potential of the Yamim Noraim is real. But so is our 
struggle to connect to the essence of these days. We go to 
shul, machzor in hand, waiting for something special to 
happen, for that spark to inspire us. We want to be inspired. 
We are a ready to have “a moment”. But does it happen  
for us?
 One of the talented and insightful teachers and facilitators 
who led a seminar I attended a few years ago, Aryeh Ben 
David, wrote a short book called Prayers of the Lost and 
Found: 10 Reflections on Becoming a Prayerful Human Being. 

In it, the author wrote:

 What would happen if we renamed the synagogue  
    “The Lost & Found of Prayers”?
 Everyone would come in and look for the prayer  
    they had lost.
 They would read the labels on each prayer,  
    finding their own.
 Do they even know they have lost their prayer?
 Who is the Master of Prayer?
 The one who prays for everyone to remember
       they have lost their prayer.
 The one who wakes us up to look for it.
 The one who prays: “Please, G-d, let me help everyone 
    find the prayer they have lost.”
 Be a Master of Prayer. Pray hard for your friends. 

 Ben David’s search for prayers lost and found seems real 
and even a little familiar. As we get ready for the Yamim 
Noraim, his questions for guided reflection can help guide 
our own preparation.
 When have you felt you lost your prayer?
 When have you felt you found your prayer?
 How did you find your prayer, and who helped you?
 How did they help?
 What do you think should be the qualities of a Master  
of Prayer?
 How could you pray for others to find their soul?
 What would be your words?
 How good a listener are you? What advice would you give 
yourself to become a better listener?
 Who is the friend you could journey with?
 Who needs you to reach out and help them journey?

 Wishing you and your families Ketivah VaChatimah  
Tova. 

RABBI ELLIOTT 
DIAMOND
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Looking Back, 
Moving Ahead
As we approach the joyous and sacred time of the High Holidays, I am filled 

with a sense of gratitude and anticipation. The start of a new year offers us a 
chance to reflect on the past, seek forgiveness, and set our intentions for the 

future. It is a time of introspection, connection, and renewal. I often use this time to 
look back over the last year and note what amazing things have happened.

hard to identify who you’re related to as pretty much every 
cemetery we went to had Toledanos buried within). We were 
able to get the groundskeeper to reapply the black paint 
in the engraving for his grandfather’s headstone – he even 
sent a WhatsApp message to show that it was done. We also 
visited the kever of Solica Hachuel (aka Sol Hatzadeket) in 
Fez, of whom my granddaughter and many other Sephardic 
girls are named after. She was a Jewish heroine from the 19th 
Century who refused to convert to Islam and was ultimately 
beheaded and died a martyr. After hearing so many stories 
about Solica and to then daven at her kever was an inspiring 
experience. Thanks to technology, I was able to WhatsApp 
with my daughter and show her the kever of the person 
who her daughter is named after – it was definitely a WOW 
experience for both of us. My funniest experience was in 
Tangier, where we spent Shabbat. My husband had gone off 
to shul and explained where to go (it was five minutes away 
from the hotel). When I started to walk, I couldn’t find it. I 
stopped a security guard and asked where the “synagogue 
juive” (Jewish Synagogue) was located. He answered me back 
in English, saying, “Madam, we have no Jews here”. Luckily, 
he then asked another security guard, who directed me to 
the shul. All in all, it was an amazing trip – my husband was 
able to see his history and understand his family’s heritage. 
We plan on going back when we can to pilgrim his last set of 
family members in the cemetery in Meknes. 
 As we look forward, we look to the High Holidays at Shaarei 
Shomayim. This year’s High Holiday services will once 
again feature Chazzan Shai Abramson. May the upcoming 
High Holidays be a time of renewal, inspiration, and deep 
connection with our traditions and with one another. May this 
new year bring us all blessings of health, happiness, and peace.
 L’Shana Tova Tikatevu – May you be inscribed for a  
good year! 

 After marrying off my youngest in March, I wonder about 
the “what now”. Though many call us the empty-nesters, 
it’s actually not true. Yes, there’s no one at home any more, 
but they all seem to come back on a regular basis. I’m not 
complaining as I enjoy the time I get to spend with my 
grandchildren and really get to know them. It’s also a time to 
see what a good job we did in raising our kids and seeing how 
they have turned out. You give your kids the basis to begin 
their lives and grow their families. We must not have done 
such a bad job if they ask us how to deal with a situation – or 
ask what we did when they were younger.
 In May, my husband and I were able to travel to Morocco – 
his parents’ homeland. It was something he had talked about 
for many years, but just never got to go. We had a few false 
starts as something always seemed to come up. This time, I 
booked a kosher tour and I told him, “we’re going”. He spoke 
to his uncles and aunts and got as much information as he 
could about where his parents grew up, were they davened, 
were they lived. It’s not an easy task now – the king had 
changed all non Arabic street names to Arabic names. Even 
cities have been renamed – Essaouira was actually known 
as Mogador. We were able to follow their footsteps most 
of the way around the country. Though an Arab country, 
Jews are welcomed everywhere. For a Jewish population 
of approximately 1,500, we were able to get kosher food 
wherever we were. There were even three kosher restaurants 
in Marrakesh – with a mikvah. We were even told where we 
were going – “Ah, now you are going to Rabbi Pinto’s grave 
if you are in Marrakesh”. And, because it is an Arab country, 
you are able to eat the breads – no concern about pork in 
anything. The Jewish cemeteries are also well protected and 
maintained throughout the country. My husband was able 
to go to his grandfather’s kever (grave) and identify other 
family members buried there (being a Toledano – it’s a little 

From the Executive Director’s Desk
NICOLE TOLEDANO
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The Power of Today
‘Tis the season of introspection. With the 

summer’s end and the fall’s beginning, the 
Jewish calendar gives us the chance to think 
about ourselves: How was the last year for me? 

What am I proud of? What didn’t I do so well? Taking an 
honest look in the mirror can be challenging, but if we ever 
want to grow, we must be willing to engage in this exercise.
 For me, though, that is the easy part. The harder part is 
making the commitment for the future. I know myself, 
my track record, and I know what I’m realistically capable 
of doing. For me to say, “From now on, I will never make 
that particular mistake again” is simply a lie. I’m likely not 
going to change 180 degrees, permanently, even if I had a 
spiritually moving or uplifting Rosh Hashana and Yom 
Kippur. That’s never happened to me in the past, and I don’t 
expect to happen this year. At this time of year, that can  
be deflating.
 I believe that this is the motivation for a comment that 
Rav Moshe Feinstein has in Derash Moshe at the opening of 
Parshat Nitzavim. There, the Torah states (Devarim 30:15),

(טו) ראה נתתי לפניך היום את החיים ואת הטוב ואת המות
ואת הרע.

(15) Behold, I have set before you today life and good, and 
death and evil.

 Rav Moshe asks – what does Hashem mean when He says 
“today?” Why does He make it seem as though the choice 
to accept the Torah or not is given to them right now? The 
Torah was given to Bnei Yisrael forty years prior!
 Rav Moshe gives a simple yet profound explanation. Each 
and every day a person makes the choice of how he or she is 
going to live that day. A person may have been terrible all of 
his or her life, performing sin after sin. But, today, regardless 
of the past, one can choose to do good. And the flipside is 
also true – even if a person has been an absolute saint in 
the past, that doesn’t give him or her the permission to go 
on “cruise control” or to take a vacation. Every single day a 
person decides– today, am I going to choose life and good or 
am I going to choose death and evil?
 At the beginning of the year, it can feel daunting and 
unrealistic to say that starting now I am going to be totally 
different forever. But, to follow along the lines of Rav Moshe, 
the question I can ask myself is: Can I make a commitment 
for one day? Can I choose that today, and only today, I am 
going to keep my resolution? I don’t need to worry about 
tomorrow, and I certainly don’t need to worry about next 
Yom Kippur. All I need focus on is today – being the best 
version of myself, one day at a time. 

RABBI JARED
ANSTANDIG

WE’RE HERE TO SERVE YOU BETTER!
Make donations, sponsor, make a payment on your account, etc. online –  
right from our website, anytime you want! You can also access your 
account from our web portal. Please call the office to get this access.

Donate, sponsor, and make a payment on account 
shomayim.org/payment.php
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Bar and Bat Mitzvah 
Clubs 5783
It has been such a privilege for us to learn with 

our Bar and Bat Mitzvah students this year. 
It has been an opportunity to get to know the 

participants as well as their families and to explore 
some very important Jewish topics. Both the Bar and 
Bat Mitzvah clubs were fortunate to hear from Sol 
Nayman about his experiences during the Holocaust, 
urging all the participants to hold on to their Jewish 
roots and pride in our nation.
 We also had fun in the Krav Maga session where we 
learned the importance of looking after our bodies as 
well as our souls and practiced some useful skills in 
self defence. 
 Other highlights were hearing from the COR about 
how they maintain kashrut in the city, volunteering 
at Bikur Cholim, as well as sessions exploring our 
unique Jewish identities.
 One of the highlights was the Family Challah 
Bake followed by a delicious Friday night dinner, 
where we were joined by grandparents and siblings 
and heard inspiring divrei Torah from all our 
participants. Edible bingo, joyful singing and 
meaningful conversation made the evening such a  
memorable one.
 It has been a wonderful journey this year 
and we look forward to welcoming our new 
cohort of Bar and Bat Mitzvah participants in 
the fall. To sign up for the 5784 program, go to  
shomayim.org/form/bneimitzvahclubs23-24. 

B A R  M I T Z V A H  C L U B
S u n d a y  m o r n i n g s  a t  9 : 3 0  a m
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  o n c e  a  m o n t h .

D a v e n i n g  a n d  b r e a k f a s t  f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  s e s s i o n .

M e m b e r s  $ 3 0 0  |  N o n - M e m b e r s  $ 3 5 0
( d o e s  n o t  i n c l u d e  c o s t  o f  t h e  S h a b b a t  d i n n e r )

 
R e g i s t e r  a t

h t t p s : / / w w w . s h o m a y i m . o r g / f o r m / b n e i m i t z v a h c l u b s 2 3 - 2 4

B A R  &  B A T  M I T Z V A H  C L U B S
O C T O B E R  2 0 2 3  T O  J U N E  2 0 2 4  |  5 7 8 4

B A R  M I T Z V A H

C L U B

L e d  b y

R a b b i  S a m  T a y l o r

B A T  M I T Z V A HC L U B

4 7 0  G l e n c a i r n  A v e n u e   |   T o r o n t o ,  O N  M 5 N  1 V 8    |   T e l  4 1 6 - 7 8 9 - 3 2 1 3   |   F a x  4 1 6 - 7 8 9 - 1 7 2 8  |  W W W . S H O M A Y I M . O R G

בס"ד

Led  byRebbetz inEmma Tay lorO p e n  t o  g i r l si n  g r a d e s  6  &  7O p e n  t o  b o y s

i n  g r a d e s  7  &  8

B A T  M I T Z V A H  C L U B
T u e s d a y  e v e n i n g s  a t  7 : 3 0 - 8 : 3 0  p m

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  o n c e  a  m o n t h .

S h a b b a t
D i n n e r  &

C e l e b r a t o r y
K i d d u s h
i n  S h u l !

Sign Up to Receive Shaarei Shomayim Youth Emails
Please email youth@shomayim.org to be added to the Shaarei Shomayim youth weekly email.

BY RABBI SAM AND REBBETZIN EMMA TAYLOR
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Welcoming Committee
During the past summer, we initiated a fresh approach 

to enhance the welcoming ambiance of Shaarei 
Shomayim. The Hachnasat Orchim initiative has 

strategically placed a dedicated table in the Main Lobby. This 
endeavor aims not only to extend warm greetings to entering 
members and guests but also to serve as knowledgeable 
guides, ready to address any inquiries. 

We wish a warm welcome to the following new members:

Mindy Chapman

Yehuda & Daniella Eklove

Uriel Elituv & Hayley Baranek

Mark Federman & Marina Gutman

Noah & Adi Gasner

Daniel Goldberg

Gregory & Deena Kay

Efram Lebovits & Sara Cappe

Joanne Levy

Nathan Rubner & Chaya Woodrow Rubner

Harold & Rosalie Schwartz

Sendy & Ariella Shorser

Michael Shour & Lia Gladstone

Henry & Susyn Smith

David & Sarah Spiegel

Alex & Rachael Straus

Ahron & Debra Train

Max Weisbrod & Tamar Zagdanski Weisbrod

Anshel & Aliza Weiss

Mark Zaretsky & Leah Direnfeld

 Your involvement is pivotal in upholding the spirit of 
warmth and inclusivity that defines the ethos of Shaarei 
Shomayim. To participate as a Shabbat or Yom Tov 
Greeter and become an integral part of this growing 
program, we invite you to register your interest here:  
https://bit.ly/3NzHFc5. 
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Teen Minyan
Shaarei Shomayim’s teen 

community had many wonderful 
events and programs. We continue 

to have an engaged Teen Minyan on 
most Shabbatot. Over Pesach, this 
expanded into Teen-Led Chol Hamoed 
davening as well. If you’re a teen who 
hasn’t had the chance to daven in the 
minyan, come join us! 
 We said farewell to our Teen Minyan 
coordinator, Jay Karon this past June. 
We thank Jay for all he has done to 
nurture and grow our Teen Minyan 
and teen programs over the past few 
years. 
 Many of the shul’s teens are 
also involved in running youth 
programming regularly on Shabbat. 
Our youth leaders continue to do an 
excellent job at engaging the shul’s 
children, and acting as role models.
 One of the highlights of our teen 
programs this past year was our Teen 
Tikkun Leil Shavuot program. Joining 
together with Bnei Akiva of Toronto, 
Bnei Akiva Schools and the Beit 
Midrash Zichron Dov, over 60 teens 
attended a bustling all-night learning 
program. With our shul clergy and 
many guests delivering engaging 
shiurim, it was a truly meaningful and 
fun experience. 
 We’re looking ahead to building 
on and strengthening our teen  
engagement in the coming months – 
check out the upcoming events flyer 
and save the dates! 

Hey  Shaare i  Shomayim Teens !
Jo in  us  for  our  exc i t ing  Fa l l  2023

Programming:  
Friday, September 22, 9:15 pmTeen Tisch at the home ofRabbi Sam &Rebbetzin EmmaTaylor 

TEEN
Fall 2023 Programming

470 Glencairn Avenue  |  Toronto, ON M5N 1V8   |  Tel 416-789-3213  |  Fax 416-789-1728 | WWW.SHOMAYIM.ORG

בס"ד

Chol Hamoed Sukkot

October 2-6, 8:30 am

Teen-Led Shacharit,

Breakfast & Dvar Torah

Motzei Shabbat
November 11

Teen Girls Melaveh Malkah

Friday, December 8Teen-LedKabbalat Shabbat andChanukah Dinner
Sunday, December 24

Winter Chessed Bake-Fest:

Spreading the Warmth



14 HIGH HOLIDAYS 2023 15ELUL 5783-TISHREI-CHESHVAN-KISLEV-TEVET 5784

Project Kol David (The Sound of David) honours the memory of David Wm. Brownz”l who for so many 
years dedicated himself to ensuring we fulfilled the Mitzvah of Shofar on Rosh Hashana. David made 
special efforts to blow shofar for those who were unable to come to shul by bringing the sound of the 
shofar to them.

Project Kol David continues David’s legacy by matching those who need to fulfill the Mitzvah  
with volunteers who are available to blow shofar for them.

Please notify Project Kol David if you need a volunteer to blow shofar for you, or whether you are able 
to help by blowing shofar. Contact the office at lifecycle@shomayim.org or call 416-789-3213.

Adult Education
The Adult Education Committee has been back in full 

force this past year, with speakers ranging from Dr. 
Henry Abramson, and Rabbi Meir Soloveichik to 

Dr. Malka Simkovich, Rabbi Yona Reiss and many others. 
We heard from leading historians, rabbis, authors, and 
philosophers exposing us to a range of ideas, orientations 
and ideas within contemporary Modern Orthodoxy helping 
us grow personally and as a community together.
 The Tikkun Leil Shavuot was a resounding success, with 
teens and adults learning throughout the night and coming 
together to daven in the early hours of the morning. The 
Weinbaum Family series of Scholars in Residence will be 

continuing this fall with Dr. Rabbi Barry Levy, Raizi Chechik, 
Rabbi Aryeh Lightstone and more, and the many and varied 
shiurim of our Klei Kodesh will be front and centre, as always.
 As well, we have had the opportunity to visit the Judaica 
treasures at the University of Toronto, the new Toronto 
Holocaust Museum, and the exhibit of Canadian Jewish 
Life by William Kurelek at the McMichael Canadian Art 
Collection.
 If you have any interest in joining the committee, or 
ideas for programs you’d like to see, please don’t hesitate to  
reach out! 
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Cemetery Updates
CEMETERY LOT AVAILABILITY
 Members who have not made pre-arrangements with the 
office for a reserved cemetery lot will, by default, be buried 
at our McCowan Road Cemetery. For those who would 
prefer to have a lot closer to the shul, we have approximately 
6 single lots available at Bathurst Lawn, approximately 10 
single lots at Mt. Sinai (Old Section), and approximately 
30 lots (mostly single) at Mt. Sinai (Palmerston Section).  
The prices are available on the website or speak to Nicole 
Toledano for details.

CEMETERY RULES UPDATE
 Our shul’s Cemetery Rules is a document mandated by 
the Bereavement Authority of Ontario that defines the rules 
under which Shaarei Shomayim’s four cemeteries operate. 
 The Rules define matters such as who is entitled to a 
lot, how a lot is acquired, reserved lots, details of burials 
and markers, and much more. Most of the rules have not 
changed in years. 
 Recently, the board passed a new version of the cemetery 
rules, as recommended by the cemetery committee. This 
document is available at the shul office or accessible on 
the shul website on the Cemetery page (shomayim.org/
cemetery). These rules supersede previous versions of the 
rules. Some highlights of the recent changes include:

1. The casket must be halachically appropriate. See 
article below.

2) Clarification was added regarding rights of someone 
who has purchased rights to a lot (that is, has a 
reservation) and then ceases to be a member. Since 
only members can be buried in our cemeteries at 
Bathurst Lawn and Mt. Sinai, if a former member 
has reservations, they lose the rights to the 
reservation, and the congregation will refund the 
value of the lot at the current price.

3) Clarification was added regarding refunds of the 
reservations of a lot. That is, a full refund will be 
issued if the reservation is canceled within 30 
days. After 30 days, the refund does not include 
the amount that has been deposited into the shul’s 

BY BRIAN CANTOR AND SOL ZEIFMAN, CEMETERY COMMITTEE CO-CHAIRS

cemetery care and maintenance trust fund, nor does 
it include the administrative costs. 

4) For burials, there was a hierarchy of who was 
allowed to conduct a funeral, including the rabbi or 
designated rabbi, chair of the Religious Committee, 
president of the congregation, or other rabbis. It was 
simplified to indicate that a burial is done by the 
senior rabbi or another Orthodox rabbi he designates.

5) There is a lot of description of what the metzeivah 
(marker) should and should not contain, and the size 
and construction. We’ve added that it must contain 
the Hebrew letters “Peh” and “Nun”, the deceased 
Hebrew name, and the Jewish date of death.

6) A section was added describing what is allowed 
for grave covers, where a grave cover is typically an 
object that lies in front of the marker and is on the 
surface of the ground above the casket.

 For details of these changes, please refer to the full 
Cemetery Rules. Our executive director Nicole Toledano, 
or the chairs of the Cemetery Committee are available to 
answer any questions you might have.

HALACHICALLY APPROPRIATE CASKETS
 A recent update to the shul’s Cemetery Rules indicates 
that only halachically appropriate caskets can be used in our 
cemeteries.  Our tradition places great emphasis on treating 
the dead with respect and dignity, and the use of a simple 
wooden casket is seen as a way to honour the deceased. This 
type of casket enables the body to decompose naturally and 
return to the earth as quickly as possible.
 In Orthodox Jewish tradition, a halachically appropriate 
casket (aron) is a simple wooden box with no metal parts, 
adornments, linings or pillows. The aron is typically made 
of plain wood, such as pine. Instead of metal nails or screws, 
wooden pegs or dowels are used to hold the wood pieces 
together. Caskets made of hardwood such as maple or oak are 
technically okay, but should be avoided, as they breakdown 
slower. Ideally, the aron should not be varnished or polished, 
though that does not invalidate it.
 The overriding theme is the simpler the better. 
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Chessed Committee
The role of this committee 

at Shaarei Shomayim has 
evolved over the years. We 

still occasionally telephone isolated 
members to keep in touch. We send 
meals or a snack tray for members 
during the week of shiva or soon after, 
as well as for families with a new baby. 
When we find out a member does 
not have family or close friends who 
can help them, we reach out offering 
support. We try to set up meal trains for 
members that are ill, or have recently 
had a new baby.
 Every Purim we organize Mishloach 
Manot deliveries for recently bereaved 
or isolated members. In addition, we 
send out birthday cards for members 
over 80. We would like to restart our 
previous initiative of Tech Buddies to 
offer support to our older members 
needing help with their smartphones 
and computers. 

BY DALYA HAKIMI, FRANCINE GOLDRICH, KITTY WINTROB, CHESSED COMMITTEE CO-CHAIRS

 The Chessed Committee is 
planning an event for the whole 
Toronto Jewish community: a Health 
and Social Services Fair scheduled 
for Sunday November 26, 2023 at 
Shaarei Shomayim. Various Health 
and Social Services will be setting up 
information booths in order to inform 
the community of all the services 
available to the Jewish community. Free 
admission, all are welcome. The event’s 
Keynote Speaker will be Rabbi Dr. 
Shlomo Brody, the Executive Director 
of Ematai (ematai.org) who will be 
giving a talk about the importance 
of preparing for choices posed by 
aging and end of life care. Ematai 
provides many resources to help Jews 
navigate their healthcare journey with  
Jewish wisdom. 
 This year a new Programming 
Committee has been established, 
which has taken over some of the 

Sign Up to Receive  
Shaarei Shomayim’s Emails! 

Sign up at tinyurl.com/shomayimemails to get news and 
updates delivered to your inbox. Keep up to date on 
All That Matters at Shaarei Shomayim.

New Baby Meals Co-Chairs
Dara Dishy 
Gila Spiegel

-------------------------------------

Birthday Cards Chair
Gayle Goldmintz

programming our committee was 
involved in for the adult members of 
our shul and to outside guests as well. In 
addition, another new committee has 
taken over the Hospitality / Welcome 
activities. We welcome volunteers to 
help with all of the activities mentioned 
above. Please call the shul office if you 
are available to help in any capacity, 
and they will put you in touch with the 
right person.
 Shana Tova U’Metuka. 
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Shaarei Shomayim 
Women’s Programming
This year saw the introduction of some new initiatives 

for women at Shaarei Shomayim. One of the highlights 
was the Women’s Hallel where over 70 women 

joined together in song and prayer to celebrate Pesach and 
Shavuot. To hear the joyful melodies of women singing in 
unison was incredibly inspirational and was followed by the 
impressive Women’s Megillah Reading led by women from 
our community.
 We have also begun the monthly Caffeine for the Soul 
where women have the opportunity to learn together while 
sipping on delicious coffees and enjoying pastries. The perfect 

BY REBBETZIN EMMA TAYLOR

combination of satiating our bodies and souls! Sponsorship 
opportunities are available for future sessions. Some out-of-
shul learning has also been flourishing through the Women’s 
Learning Circle initiative. This enables groups of women to 
learn together in people’s homes facilitated by myself, but 
much more discussion focused and interactive. It has been 
truly amazing to hear the beautiful Torah concepts brought 
forth in these meetings and to feel the buzz and energy that 
only the study of Torah can provide.
 To be involved in any of these projects please be in touch –  
we would love to have you join! 
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Good evening and Shavua tov,

Thank you so much for a wonderful Shabbat at Shaarei Shomayim!

From beginning to end, from Rabbi Taylor’s enthusiastic introduction Friday night to our Beit Midrash 
dinner at the Taylors, to the welcomes at the various minyanim, to the way the shul turned out for the 
Machloket Marathon and Seudah Shlishit – it was all such a warm and positive experience. Even just 
being there as the shul thanked its volunteers at Seudah Shlishit was inspiring. Talk about “going out 
on a high note”, this was very much a high note, and I expect to remember it for a long time. Shaarei 
Shomayim has always been a great home for our Beit Midrash, and this Shabbat demonstrated that it 
is as true now as it was fourteen years ago. Just amazing.

Even though I expect to leave for New York next month, my 
mind is already on a return visit to Shaarei Shomayim next 
year. I am certainly looking forward.

Kol tuv, and thank you,

Rabbi Mordechai Torczyner

Thank you Rabbi Torczyner for this lovely note.

This Shabbat was indeed wonderful and special, and I 
have no doubt that our community will remember it for a 
very long time. Inspiring Torah, electric atmosphere, great 
turnout – I can’t thank you enough for the way you planned 
and executed everything perfectly. Our community loved 
hosting the Shabbaton and we are hugely proud of our 
connection with Beit Midrash Zichron Dov.

We wish you and your family every success with your move 
to NY, and we cannot wait for your next visit to our shul.

Warm wishes,

Rabbi Sam Taylor

Compliments of

GESMA PRINTING
905-764-6017

gg.print.gg@rogers.com

We wish Rabbi Mordechai Torczyner hatzlacha rabah in his new role as Rabbi of 
Congregation Eitz Chayim of Dogwood Park, West Hempstead, NY. We thank Rabbi 
Torczyner for his many years of dedicated service to the Toronto Jewish Community, 
and the collaborative partnership of Beit Midrash Zichron Dov with Shaarei Shomayim. 
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Dear Malka, 

I just wanted to thank you for being our Scholar in 
Residence over Shavuot. All of your presentations were 
engaging, informative and thought provoking, which truly 
enhanced the Yom Tov experience of our members across 
the age spectrum. All of the feedback we have received has 
been extremely positive – your visit to our community was a 
huge success and for this I am very grateful. 

I wish you every success with all your endeavors and I 
sincerely hope that our paths cross again in the future. 

Warm wishes,

Rabbi Sam Taylor

Dear Rabbi Taylor,

I really appreciate your taking the time to write such a kind 
note. Every aspect of the chag - from the hosts, to the 
meals, to the warm greetings we received from so many 
people – was a positive experience, and a model for my 
children regarding how to treat others. 

Thank you for giving my family such a warm welcome, and 
for the privilege of teaching Torah to your community. I 
hope that our paths cross again as well.

With gratitude,

Dr. Malka Z. Simkovich

SIYUM OF THE
MORNING GEMARA SHIUR
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SCHOLAR IN RESIDENCE  
RABBI DR. MEIR SOLOVEICHIK

SUMMER LUNCH & LEARN
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SCHOLAR IN RESIDENCE 
RABBI YONA REISS

SCHOLAR IN RESIDENCE 
RABBI DR. RAPHAEL ZARUM
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TOM MOOS will be selling top-of-the line

TOM MOOS will be selling top of the line LULAVIM AND ETROGIM SETS (Arba Minim)  
along with HOSHANOT for Hoshana Rabah at Shaarei Shomayim.

Pre-ordering/reserving is strongly recommended in order to have a sufficient supply  
to choose from. For pricing and information contact Tom at 416-789-3865 or tfmmoos@yahoo.ca.

Wishing you a safe, healthy, happy and prosperous New Year!

FULL LULAV AND ETROG SETS
(Arba Minim)

Wednesday, September 27, 2023 
12:00 - 8:00pm

Lower Level Social Halls A & B
Payment by cash, cheque or e-transfer

PRE-ORDERED HOSHANOT
for Hoshana Rabah
Friday, October 6, 2023 

6:00 - 6:30am & 8:00 - 8:30am*
NOTE ADDITIONAL TIME!

Main Lobby

*Pick up Hoshanot NO LATER than 
8:30am on Friday, October 6, 2023.

LET’S GET
SHAKIN’!
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The Lens of Life
is our new year!” It is a cry of hope when things look lost, 
a trust in Hashem and our future when events look dismal 
and dark. We do not submit to the natural flow of the world, 
neither its entropy nor its natural disintegration. As Torah 
Jews, we face this end, this death of things, and proclaim 
a new year, a willingness to move forward and try again, 
to mend our mistakes and improve, rather than submit to 
the pressure and challenge of failure. After all, the word for 
year in Hebrew is shana, which has the same root as shinui, 
change. Each year the world changes, and Rosh Hashana 
represents an awareness of this change, and a willingness to 
face it, despite the challenge changes always presents us with. 
 What is fascinating about the argument between Rebbe 
Yehoshua and Rebbe Eliezer is what happens when you 
don’t read these Tanaim as arguing, but as complementary. It 
means that instead of coming to the end of a year each Adar, 
the end of a cycle and feeling things slip away, the Jewish 
year actually has a new year at the beginning, Nisan, and 
then a second in the middle, Tishrei. Right at the halfway 
point, when fall comes and things start to look down, we 
pick ourselves up by our bootstraps and start again, and this 
gets us through to the end of the year and a new cycle. We do 
not let ourselves get down, but push optimistically and ever 
forward. We do not allow the external and natural reality to 
impede upon the way God wants us to view the world and 
our purpose in it. Birth, it would seem, does not always and 
inevitably point towards a final end. 
 I want to wish everyone a Shana Tova U’Metuka, a sweet 
and happy new year, full of bracha and mazal, embracing 
all that life has to offer us. My bracha is for everyone to feel 
invigorated with new hope at a time of year when things may 
look bleak, and use this moment to find trust in Hashem.  

HEAD OF SCHOOL
NETIVOT HATORAH

RABBI DR.  
RAFI CASHMAN

One of the quotes that sticks with me, both for its 
rhetorical power and deep insight, is from Samuel 
Beckett, when he said, “Birth was the death of him.” 

The end of things trails us from the first moment we draw 
breath, even as we try to ignore it. This awareness produces a 
philosophically existential perspective on life, a stark realism 
that can be at once devastating, yet also invigorating.
 Something of this quality shows up in Tishrei, though I 
want to take a detour through Chazal to get there to see how.  
 There’s a famous argument between Rebbe Eliezer and 
Rebbe Yehoshua in Masechet Rosh Hashana (10b). Rebbe 
Eliezer teaches that the world was created in Tishrei, and 
Rebbe Yehoshua that it was created in Nisan. There are 
many attempts to explain this machloket, and with some 
inspiration from Rav Uri Sherki in his book In Good Time: 
Revealing the Roots of the Holidays (Hebrew), I would like to 
add a new one.
 The Jewish world begins in Nisan. It is when the Jewish 
People leave Egypt and get their freedom - it is the beginning 
of Jewish history. It happens during the spring, when the 
world is full of potential and possibility, much as the Jewish 
People were in those moments of early freedom. There was 
much hope, though not much accomplished yet, and all was 
new and fresh. In this sense, it makes a lot of sense for Rebbe 
Yehoshua to say that the Jewish world was created in Nisan. 
 Tishrei, on the other hand, when the world was physically 
created, comes during the fall, as everything begins to 
disintegrate. It is the beginning of the end of nature’s 
annual cycle, where the first signs of its death begin to show 
themselves. It is at this very moment, says Rebbe Eliezer, 
when hope is beginning to be lost, when things are starting 
to fall apart, that Hashem wants us to stand up and say, “This 
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BAR AND BAT MITZVAH CLUB

RABBI TAYLOR AND  
RABBI DIAMOND SELLING  

CHAMETZ ON BEHALF OF OUR 
COMMUNITY BEFORE PESACH
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YOUTH BLUE JAYS GAME APRIL 30

CAMP MOSHAVA SHABBATON 
MARCH 17 - 18
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MCMICHAEL CANADIAN ART COLLECTION 
WILLIAM KURELEK: 

JEWISH LIFE IN CANADA TOUR
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YOM HAATZMAUT CELEBRATION

MAZAL TOV TO CLIFFORD KORMAN
on being the recipient of the Fellowship Medal 
for a Lifetime Achievement Award for Design in 
Architecture and Community Service, at the Royal 
Architectural Institute of Canada ceremony in 
Calgary on May 5, 2023. The award was presented 
by the Chancellor of the Royal Architectural 
Institute of Canada College. Note the photo on the 
screen in the background – the Shaarei Shomayim 
Sharp Sanctuary, one of the projects Clifford is most 
proud of in his 50-year career!  
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WWW.SHOMAYIM.ORG 

 ד"סב 

 
 
3rd May, 2023 
 
 
His Majesty The King 
Buckingham Palace 
London  
SW1A 1AA 
Great Britain  
 
Dear Sir, 
 
On behalf of our Congregation I would like to wish you and Her Majesty The 
Queen Consort, congratulations on the occasion of the highly anticipated 
coronation which will indeed be a magnificent ceremony. In our Synagogue 
service this coming Saturday, we will be celebrating this historic and joyous 
event by reciting a special prayer for you which has been composed by Chief 
Rabbi Sir Ephraim Mirvis.  
 
As someone who grew up in London, not only can I personally attest to your 
mother’s devotion to duty and public service, but I know that you embody the 
same noble values. Furthermore, I am fully aware that you also have been a 
champion of the Jewish community for many years which is something that  

is appreciated immensely and not taken for granted by Jewish people all over 
the world. 
 
May G-d grant you a long, healthy and successful reign, and if there is any 
chance you can visit our Synagogue during a visit to Canada we would be truly 
honoured to host you.       
   
I have the honour to be, Sir, Your Majesty's humble and obedient servant, 
 
 
 
 
Rabbi Sam Taylor 
Senior Rabbi 
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All women are invited to
join a special

Women’s Sukkot Hallel
led by

Rebbetzin Emma Taylor,
and a reading of
Megillat Kohelet.

Together we will learn
and sing to celebrate

Chag Sukkot! 

470 Glencairn Avenue  |  Toronto, ON M5N 1V8   |  Tel 416-789-3213  |  Fax 416-789-1728 | WWW.SHOMAYIM.ORG

בס"ד
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Wishing you and your family a new year filled with peace, 
happiness and good health. Come and experience the 
warmth and vibrancy of our community.

L’Shana Tovah V’Metuka

aspiralife.ca

866 Sheppard Avenue West, Toronto, ON
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SHANAH TOVAH!
Wishing you and your family all the best this holiday season 

from all of us at Cohen & Master.

Fall is a great time to give your trees a check up and 
make sure they’re ready to take on winter! 

Call today for a free consultation!

416-932-0622 cmtrees.com
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Cantor Azi Schwartz
New York City

Cantor Yanky Lemmer
New York City

Maestro Raymond Goldstein
Israel

Cantor Netanel Hershtik
The Hamptons

Cantor Gideon Zelermyer
Montreal

Save the Date: Tuesday, April 9, 2024
Meridian Arts Centre, Weston Recital Hall, 5040 Yonge Street

Cantor Shai Abramson
Israel

ב״ה

WWorld’sorld’s  GGreatestreatestCCantorsantors
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TAMAR & MAX WEISBROD on the birth of 
their daughter, BRIELLE. Excited sisters are 
MILA and AVERY. Proud grandparents are 
BARRY & NELLY ZAGDANSKI and Stephen & 
Nancy Weisbrod. Proud great-grandparents 
are ERNEST & HELEN SINGER.

BLAKE ENZEL & RACHEL DADOUCH ENZEL 
on the birth of their daughter, NESSA FREDI 
ENZEL (נסה פרידה). Proud grandparents 
are ANITA BIELAK-DADOUCH, Eli Dadouch 
and Jo-Anne (Fredz”l) Enzel. Excited uncles, 
aunts and cousins are AARON & KATIE 
DADOUCH, EMMA DUBIN, CHELSEA DUBIN 
and REBECCA DADOUCH; Leslie Dadouch, 
Melissa Dadouch; and Tamara Enzel. 
Proud great-grandparents are MARILYN 
DADOUCH, and Judy Stevens. 

JON & ELLISE GASNER on the birth of 
their granddaughter, Goldie Nili, daughter 
to Micha & Sean Haber; and on the birth 
of their grandson, Itai Shalev, son to Rafi &  
Benjy Brandwein.

KENNY & SHERRI WISE and Dr. Marty & 
Sarena Levin on the birth of their grandson, 
Aryeh Lev, born to Shalom & Gabriella Wise. 
Excited big sister is Rory. 

JOANNE & JEFFREY PERLMUTTER and 
Elynn & Gary Rosenberg on the birth of their 
granddaughter, Maya, daughter of Rabbi 
Dr. Hartley & Stacie Perlmutter. Excited 
siblings are Lielle and Ezra. Proud uncles 
are ZACHARY and MITCHELL PERLMUTTER. 
Ecstatic great-grandmother is Myrna Lass.

GOLDIE & EREZ RUBINSTEIN on the birth 
of their son, TZVI AYAL. Excited brothers 
are DOV and IDAN. Proud grandparents 
are Renee & Eli Rubinstein and Debby &  
James Schlaff. 

RABBI JARED & SARIT ANSTANDIG on 
the birth of their daughter, SHIRA. Excited 
siblings are BATYA and ARYEH. Proud 
grandparents are Marcia & Chuck Seigerman 
and Jon & Joyce Bendavid.

BOSSMAT & ARIEL ZAUDERER on the birth 
of their daughter, SHIRAZ ANDI MOHR. 
Excited brothers are OZZY and RAMI. 
Proud grandparents are DIANNA & RICKY 
ZAUDERER and Stela & Levy Gal. Ecstatic 
great-grandmother is ILONA ROBERTS. 
Delighted aunts, uncle and cousin are Pazeet 
Gal, Tanya Zauderer, LEORA, JACOB and 
AMIRA CHERNEY.

RICHARD & IRINA KAY and Ted & Jewel 
Edelman on the birth of their grandson 
Julian, born to Jeffrey & Andrea Kay. Mazal 
Tov to uncles and aunts GREGORY & 
DEENA KAY and Ari & Serena Rubin; and 
cousins BENJI, NICKY and EMILY KAY and  
Arbel Rubin.

JOSH & ASHIRA PRIZANT on the birth of 
their son, ROEE. Excited sister is RENA. 
Proud grandparents are Ben & Erin Gailor, 
Rose-Anne & Sidney Goldstein, and Harry & 
Linda Prizant. Excited uncles and aunts are 
Raviv & Ashley Gailor, Idit & Josh Lowenstein, 
and Shmuel & Meira Prizant, and all the 
excited cousins.

Member News We wish Mazal Tov to the following:

BIRTHS

FROM MARCH 11 TO AUGUST 5, 2023

AWARD-WINNING REALTOR

May this New Year be filled 
with health, happiness, and 

sweet moments for you 
and your family!

לשנה טובה

susanyoung18@gmail.com
www.susanyoung.ca

Direct: 416.875.7042
Office: 416.441.2888

2145 AVENUE ROAD, TORONTO
416.441.2888 | HARVEYKALLES.COM
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BIRTHS (CONTINUED)

KENNY & SHERRI WISE, Dr. Gil Gross 
& Dr. Debra Kiez on the birth of their 
granddaughter, Leeba Frumet, born to 
Baruch & Tamar Wise. Excited siblings are 
Annaelle and Hinda.

MALKA LEWITTES & ELAN PRATZER on 
the recent birth in Israel of their grandson, 
Ziv Yehuda Eliezer, born to Noam & Yael 
Pratzer. Proud grandparents are Gitty & 
Ari Wertenteil. Excited great-grandparents 
are Ida Pratzer, Betty Cohen, Sherry Kelner, 
Esther Wertenteil and Mel David. Mazal Tov 
to all the aunts, uncles and cousins.

ELLEN SPIGELMAN on the birth of her 
grandson, Hunter Lucas, born to David 
Spigelman & Nicole Arbuthnot, in Calgary. 
Mazal Tov to the proud grandparents in 
Dallas and Calgary; and all the excited 
aunts, uncles and cousins in Dallas, Calgary  
and Edmonton.

JANICE & STEPHEN HALPERN and Richard & 
Barbara Litt of New York on the birth of their 
grandson, Ori Mordechai, born to Moshe & 
Danielle Halpern in Be’er Sheva. Excited 
siblings are Aya, Michael and Leora.

YAEL & DANIEL BIERSTONE on the birth of 
their son, CHAIM. Excited siblings are RAIZY, 
TEHILLA and BENNY. Proud grandparents 
are CATHERINE & EDWARD BIERSTONE 
and Faith & Stan Feinberg. Proud great-
grandmother is Gloria Feinberg.

YAACOV & CHAYA FELDMAN and 
Barry & Dana Mase on the birth of their 
grandson Gavriel Yosef, born to Yonatan &  
Noa Feldman.

SAMUEL & SHARYN MOSES on the birth 
of their granddaughter Sophie Faye, born 
to Ashley & Joshua Finkelstein. Excited 
aunts and uncles are Alexa, Lauren and Jeff, 
Michael and Jamie, and Danny and Rachel. 
Proud grandparents are Kenny and Janis 
Finkelstein. Thrilled great-grandmothers are 
Molly Finkelstein and Rayla Wasserman.

STEPHEN & HESHY ALTBAUM on the birth of 
their grandson, David Yaacov, born to Peter 
& Tziporah Altbaum. Proud grandparents 
are George & Ellen Schmidt and Vita Malkus. 
Excited siblings are Shlomo, Essie, Moshe 
and Rafi. Mazal Tov to all the aunts, uncles 
and cousins.

JANA DANZIGER & YONAH KRAKOWSKY 
on the birth of their daughter, ELLE RAINE. 
Excited brothers are JONES and DAX. Proud 
grandparents are GOLDA BROWN & HARRY 
KRAKOWSKY, David & Dalia Danziger and 
Gayle Danziger. Mazal Tov to all the aunts, 
uncles and cousins.

BARRY & NELLY ZAGDANSKI and Barry 
& Elaine Kuretzky on the birth of their 
grandson, Jack Tobin (Ya’akov Tuvia), born 
to Joshua & Jennie Zagdanski. Excited 
brothers are Henry Joseph and Ellis Judah. 
Proud great-grandparents are ERNEST & 
HELEN SINGER. Thrilled uncles & aunts are 
Max & Tamar Weisbrod, Ari Zagdanski & 
Madeleine Venn-Mitchell, Joshua & Anndra 
Kuretzky, and Peter & Naomi Kuretzky  
and families.

LORRAINE HANSER on the birth of her 
great-granddaughter, Kira Skye to Jesse & 
Shani Abrams. Proud grandparents are Kim 
& Jon Abrams. Excited brother and sister are 
Mateo and Juliet.

ALAN BURGER, and BETTY CHARNAW, 
on the Bat Mitzvah of their granddaughter 
Zoe Burger, daughter of Marc Burger & Jill 
Charnaw Burger. Delighted siblings are Ari 
and Lia along with proud uncles and aunts 
Lorne Burger & Ashley Faust, Naomi Burger, 
and Adam Charnaw, and cousins Shael and 
Noa Burger. Excited great-grandmother is 
Margaret Frolich.

STUART & GINA LAPOWICH on the Bat 
Mitzvah of their daughter, KAITLYN. Excited 
siblings are LUCY and SAMUEL. Proud 
grandparents are CHARLES MARKIN and 
Donald & Arlene Lapowich.

AVI & ABBY ROMBERG on the Bat Mitzvah 
of their daughter, ELLIE. Excited siblings 
are NOAH and DANIEL. Mazal Tov to all the 
grandparents, aunts, uncles and cousins.

ELAD TRAVIS & TOVA SASSON-TRAVIS 
on the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter, TALI 
ELIYA. Excited brothers are SAMUEL, 
MOSHE and BOAZ. Proud grandparents are 
ZION & JOYCE SASSON and Oved Travis and 
Shoshi Travis.

DALYA & FAROKH HAKIMI on the Bat 
Mitzvah in New Rochelle, New York, of their 
granddaughter, Molly Hakimi, daughter of 
their son Ari and his wife Lindsay Luger. 
Proud siblings are Abby and Emma. Proud 
maternal grandparents are Jayne & Stephen 
Luger of Atlantic Beach.

KATIE & AARON DADOUCH and Shane & 
Aimee Dubin on the Bat Mitzvah of their 
daughter, EMMA DUBIN. Excited siblings 
are CHELSEA, REBECCA, Jackson, Syd, and 
Blake. Mazal Tov to the proud grandparents 
Eva & Nolan Kane, Marvin Dubin z”l and 
Phyllis Dubin, ANITA BIELAK-DADOUCH, Eli 
Dadouch, Lynda and Isaac Moussadji. Thrilled 
great-grandmother is MARILYN DADOUCH.

BAR / BAT MITZVAH

PAUL BROWN on the Bat Mitzvah of his 
granddaughter Devorah Levi, in Baltimore. 
Mazal Tov to parents Rena & Aharon Levi, 
and grandmother Constance Levi of New 
Rochelle. Excited siblings are Eli, Meira, 
Chaim and Avigayil.

MILLA (MENDELZ”L) TENENBAUM on the 
engagement of her granddaughter, Rachelle 
Rubin to Nathan Joel. Proud parents are 
Sally Tenenbaum & Wolf Rubin.

VICKY & RALPH LEVINE on the engagement 
of their granddaughter Chanala, to Zevi 
Kornitzer of Borough Park, New York. Proud 
parents are Chaya Laya & Avromi Kaplan and 
Layala & Yanky Kornitzer. Excited siblings are 
Zevi, Ari, Dovi and Reena.

ALA GAMULKA (LARRYZ”L) and Margaret 
& Harvey Levitt of Montreal on the 
engagement of their grandson Jonah Levitt, 
son of Beth Gamulka & Wally Levitt, to Lara 
Rodin, daughter of Andria & Greg Rodin of 
Calgary. Delighted siblings are Ben and Talia 
Levitt and Isaac Rodin.

LINDA (LARRYZ”L) LEVENSTEIN and Connie 
& Chuck Solomon of Jerusalem on the 
engagement of their grandson Yonadav, son 
of Liora (Michaelz”l) Levenstein; to Hadar, 
daughter of Asher & Puah Karavani of  
Ginot Shomron.

TAMMY & FRED PARKER on the engagement 
of their daughter, Rachel to Noah, son 
of Terry Sigman and Mitchell Zlotnik of 
Montreal. Proud grandparents are Sandy 
and Leonard Sitcoff, Harvey Sigman, and 
Issie Zlotnik. Excited brothers are NATAN 
and KOBY PARKER, and Jonathan and  
Eytan Zlotnik.

KAREN DURBIN & FRANK ANDER on 
the engagement of their daughter, Shira 
to Jacob, son of Rachel Zbar & David 
Rosenberg. Proud grandparents are Lil 
& Max Ander. Excited siblings are Adina, 
Davida, Tovi Ander and Yonatan Pellow, and 
Daniel and Michael Rosenberg.

ELAINE & BENNY OSHER on the engagement 
of their son Noah to Taylor Himel, daughter 
of Hilary & Brian Himel. Excited siblings are 
Jonah & Yuval, Sarah and Drew & Brittney. 
Proud grandparents are Helen & Bernie 
Ceifets, Pnina & Kopel Osher, Carole & 
Arthur Andrews, and great-grandmother  
Hanna Fisher.

PAUL BROWN on the engagement of his 
granddaughter, Meira Levi, daughter of Rena 
& Aharon Levi of Baltimore, to Dovid Berendt 
of Atlanta, son of Yaakov & Kim Berendt.

ENGAGEMENTS
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The winners in this year’s Regional Chidon 
Hatanach: JOSHUA BURTON, ETHEL 
MILEVSKY, JOSHUA ROBERTS, DANIEL 
ROMBERG and ROSIE RUTMAN.   

Our members who participated in the 
National Chidon Hatanach: Grade 5-6 
Division – ETHEL MILEVSKY and CECILY 
SHAVIM; Grade 7-8 Division – JOSHUA 
BURTON (semi-finalist), JOSHUA ROBERTS 
(semi-finalist), and DANIEL ROMBERG. A 
special Mazal Tov to EZRA GOLDBERG who 
placed 1st overall and JOSEPH SAMSON who 
placed 3rd overall in the High School Division, 
and will represent Canada in Israel next year!

Yasher Koach to SOL NAYMAN and the 
March of the Living participants. SOL, who 
is the last survivor from his birth town, 
Stoczek-Wengrowski, has returned for the 
first time since the Nazi invasion of Poland 
in 1939.

PAULA & ARNOLD DUBROW on the 
graduation of their granddaughter, Chaviva 
Liss, “Summa Cum Laude” from Binghamton 
University, N.Y. Proud parents are Mindy & 
Marty Liss of Sharon, MA.

ADRIANNE & PETER KLEMENSBERG on 
their daughter Emily Klemensberg having 
won the National Winner of Lifestyle and 
Programs Manager of the Year Award for 
Chartwell Retirement Residences.

ALAN BURGER on being recognized by 
Bikur Cholim and on his birthday.

PAULA & ARNOLD DUBROW on the 
graduation of their granddaughter, Chaviva 
Liss, “Summa Cum Laude” from Binghamton 
University, N.Y. Proud parents are Mindy & 
Marty Liss of Sharon, MA.

RABBI DR. DAVID & MELVA NOVAK on 
the graduation of their granddaughter, 
Zehavya Stadlan, from the New York College 
of Medicine where she also received the 
Leonard Tow Humanism in Medicine Award. 
Proud family members are: parents, Rabbi 
Marianne Novak & Dr. Noam Stadlan; brother, 
Hillel Stadlan; and paternal grandmother, 
Mrs. Vivian Stadlan.

LARRY KRAUSS on being awarded an 
Honorary Fellowship of Humane Letters 
from the Jerusalem College of Technology at 
the Lev Graduation Ceremony held in June.

RABBI ELLIOTT DIAMOND on his 
appointment as CEO of Aish Toronto.

REUVEN SPIEGEL on his appointment as 
the new CEO of The Canadian Friends of  
Bar-Ilan University.

JOANNE & JEFFREY PERLMUTTER marriage 
of their son, MITCHELL PERLMUTTER 
to Miriam Silver of New York, daughter 
of S.R. (Shragaz”l) Silver of Los Angeles. 
Excited siblings, niece and nephews are 
Rabbi Dr. Hartley & Stacie, Lielle, Ezra and 
Maya Perlmutter, ZACHARY PERLMUTTER; 
Chaim Silver, Avi Silver, Benny & Chirlie and 
Eitan Silver. Proud grandparents are Myrna 
(Mervinz”l) Lass; Marylin Hymanz”l and Ruth 
Silver of Los Angeles.

MISSY HECKER & MARK GREENBERG on 
the marriage of their son MAX GREENBERG 
to Rivkah Pardue of Baltimore, daughter of 
Miriam & Keith Pardue. Excited siblings are 
RYAN GREENBERG, JAKE GREENBERG 
and Skyler Pardue. Proud grandmother is  
Laura Greenberg.

LORRAINE HANSER on the marriage of 
her grandson Jared Green, son of Alison & 
Steven Green to Hannah Golden, daughter of 
Shira & Rabbi Steve Golden of Long Island, 
New York. Mazal Tov to Jared’s sister Marlee 
Green and her fiancé Jake Fine.

The Silverman, Schecter and SHOUB/
ROSENBERG families on the marriage of 
Jonah Silverman to Rachel Schecter of 
Roslyn, New York.

KAREN CHODIKOFF JESIN & GARY LITWACK 
on their marriage. Thrilled children and 
grandchild are Daniela Jesin & Seth Giddens 
and Isabel Dawn, Josh Jesin and Emily 
Jesin; and Elizabeth Litwack Landsberg & 
Corey Landsberg, Daniel Litwack & Rebecca 
Joy Litwack. Parents are Leah & Donald 
Chodikoffz”l, and Rose & Moe Litwackz”l.

ALEX STRAUS on entering his 30s. 

JOANNE & JEFFREY PERLMUTTER on their 
40th wedding anniversary.

RALPH & KITTY WINTROB on their birthdays 
and their 64th wedding anniversary.

RABBI DR. DAVID & MELVA NOVAK on their 
60th wedding anniversary.

TALIA BELL on her 23rd birthday and on 
making Aliyah to Israel, and to ZEV BELL 
on his 20th birthday and attending Yeshiva 
University in September.

DR. YONATAN MILEVSKY on the forthcoming 
publication of his award winning paper for 
the Eckstein Institute for Jewish-Christian 
Relations in the book, The Seed of Abraham.

MICHAEL KLEIN and WENDY KLEIN on 
the engagement of their daughter, Tamara 
to Max Klein, Son of Rael & Dalya Klein 
from Vancouver. Excited siblings are Shaya  
and Amy.

NICOLE & JEFF TOLEDANO on the marriage 
of their son JACOB, to Yaffa, daughter of 
Deborah & Moshe Toledano. Excited siblings 
are Ashley & Jeremy Mammon, Eve & Yisroel 
Miller, Joey & Simi Toledano, Sarah & Baruch 
Menache, Asher, Kelly and Hannah Toledano. 
Proud grandfather is Barry Brin.

STEWART & DANIELLE TURK on the marriage 
of their daughter EMILY, to Koby Welman, son 
of Allen & Donna Welman. Grandparents are 
Clara & Israel z”l Turk, Shirley Amar & Joseph 
Benatar & Marsha Glassman, and Devorah 
& Menachem Welman. Excited siblings are 
Sean Turk, SARAH & BARUCH HARARI, 
Jamie & Jacquie Turk, Shira Welman, and Avi 
& Oona Lieberman. 

RISA & LOUIS VANDERSLUIS on the marriage 
of their son ELI to Einav, daughter of Orna 
and Max Simoni. Proud grandmother is Mazal 
Ashuall. Excited siblings are Daniel & Stacey, 
Jonathan, and Avi & Maddie Vandersluis, 
Yona & Adam Solomon, and Tamar Simoni & 
Austin Croucher.

ROBIN & TIM GOFINE on the marriage of 
their daughter MIRIAM to Roee Ramot, son 
of Pnina & Danny Ramot. Excited siblings 
are Naomi Gofine, Daniel Gofine, Ben & 
Melissa Ramot and Sharon Ramot. Proud 
grandmother is Miriam Grunwald.

LINDA (LARRYZ”L) LEVENSTEIN on the 
marriage in Israel of her granddaughter 
Ayala, daughter of Carol & Stewart Lesser; to 
Gabriel, son of Simao (Magaliz”l) Treiguer of 
Brazil. Proud grandmother is Tania Treiguer 
of Brazil.

Tyler Pertman on his marriage to Dinah 
Amir. Proud parents are Asher (Sharonz”l) 
Pertman and Yaacov & Rouchama Amir. 
Excited siblings are JEREMY & HADASSA 
PERTMAN and Yossi & Shanie, Nathanel and  
Avigail Amir.

LINDA LEVENSTEIN on the marriage of her 
granddaughter Lindsay, daughter of Sari 
Stitt and Allan Stitt, to Jeremy, son of Michael 
& Mickey Greene. Proud grandmothers 
are Barbara Stitt, Laura Gracen and  
Beverlee Greene. 

MARRIAGES

ANNIVERSARIES AND BIRTHDAYS

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS:
MAZAL TOV TO

ENGAGEMENTS (CONTINUED)
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COMMEMORATE  

YOUR

LOVED ONES

HONOUR THE MEMORY OF YOUR LOVED ONES 
BY DEDICATING A MEMORIAL PLAQUE 

OR A LEAF ON OUR TREE OF LIFE

FOR DETAILS, EMAIL NICOLE AT NICOLE@SHOMAYIM.ORG

Susana & Nelson Roth, RAQUEL & IRVING 
BENMERGUI, Rosaraz”l & Gary Gandelman, 
Naomi & Abraham Elmaleh, Audrey 
Benmergui, Liora Benmergui, Geraldine 
& Gabriel Sternberg and Family, Michael 
Gandelman and Daniel Gandelman, on the 
loss of their mother, mother-in-law and 
grandmother, Zitta Milgromz”l.

SHEILA STELNICK on the loss of her brother, 
PAUL GROSBEINZ”L.

ANNETTE SCHENKER, Esther & Robert 
Hochstadter, Murray & Lucie Schenker, 
Richard & Tammy Schenker and families, 
on the loss of their husband, father, father-
in-law, grandfather and great-grandfather, 
PHILIP SCHENKERZ”L.

DR. ARNOLD CLOSNER, Lawrence (Frances) 
Bloomberg, Dr. Ronald (Dora) Bloomberg, 
NEIL CLOSNER, Robert (Cindy) Closner 
and families, on the loss of their wife, sister, 
sister-in-law, mother, mother-in-law and 
grandmother, JOY CLOSNER Z”L.

TANIA MAJLIS BERLIN & ALEX BERLIN, 
NAOMI, ARYEH and EITAN BERLIN, Ronny 
Majlis & Daniela Jashes and families, on 
the loss of their mother, mother-in-law and 
grandmother, Adela Paulina Bortnikz”l.

JEFFREY TRAUBICI & CHYLA TALESNICK, 
YONA, BENJAMIN and RAYA TRAUBICI, 
Monique & Stuart Madan, Daniel and Shayna 
Madan, on the loss of their mother, mother-
in-law and grandmother, Hedy Traubiciz”l.

Michael & Dawn Siegel, RACHAEL & 
ALEX STRAUS and families, on the loss 
of their son, brother and brother-in-law,  
Herschel Siegelz”l. 

BRYNA & BRIAN BLOOM, Sheldon & Gail 
Rajesky, David & Andrea Pines, Andrew & 
Lauren Bloom, Michael & Tara Bloom, Dana 
& Robbie Klein, Robert & Rachel Bloom and 
families, on the loss of their step-father, 
step-father-in-law, grandfather and great-
grandfather, Ray Pinesz”l.

Ruth Fisch, Joseph & Sheri Fisch, 
CAROL FISCH HANDELMAN & STEPHEN 
HANDELMAN, Charlie & Paula Fisch, Judy 
& Howie Goldstein and families, on the 
loss of their husband, father, father-in-
law, grandfather and great-grandfather,  
Lionel Fischz”l.

SAUL KOSCHITZKY, David & Sarena 
Koschitzky, Joel Koschitzky, Tamar & 
Eric Goldstein and families, on the loss 
of their wife, mother, mother-in-law, 
grandmother and great-grandmother,  
MIRA KOSCHITZKYZ”L.

ORITTE NOVACK, Jordan Novack & Jordana 
Kashin, Daniel Novack, Corey Novack, Ellen 
Novack, John Park, ANNETTE & JOSH 
SILBER and families, on the loss of their 
husband, father, father-in-law, brother, 
brother-in-law and grandfather, KENNETH 
SAMUEL NOVACKZ”L.

SUSAN PANCER, Corey, Dana, Erin, Leanne 
and families, on the loss of their husband, 
father, father-in-law and grandfather, 
AUBREY PANCERZ”L.

JANIS & SID ACKERMAN, Pam, Sheila and 
families, on the loss of their mother, mother-
in-law, sister, grandmother and great-
grandmother, Rita Bubbz”l.

Glenn Chodikoff, Wayne and Mel 
Chodikoff, KAREN ANN JESIN and GARY 
LITWACK, Ian Chodikoff and families, 
on the loss of their mother, mother-in- 
law, grandmother and great-grandmother, 
Rachel “Leah” Chodikoffz”l.

Reuven Rubin, Chayim Rubin (High Holiday 
Chazzan), Shifra Weiss, Debbie Rosenfeld, 
Shaindy Rubin-Cohen and families, on 
the loss of their mother, mother-in-law 
and grandmother, Rebbetzin Marlene  
(Malka) Rubinz”l.

GILBERT (SHAYNA) MILLER, Liza Miller, 
Brenda Miller Nahornick and families, on 
the loss of their mother, mother-in-law and 
grandmother, Sandra Millerz”l.

MILLA TENENBAUM, David Tenenbaum, 
Leah Tenenbaum, Sally Tenenbaum-Rubin 
& Wolf Rubin, Rebecca Tenenbaum and 
families, on the loss of their husband, 
father, father-in-law and grandfather,  
MENDEL TENENBAUMZ”L.

ELLEN SPIGELMAN, Todd Greenbloom, 
Michael Greenbloom & Elise Yanover, Susan 
Greenbloom and families, on the loss of their 
mother, mother-in-law, grandmother and 
great-grandmother, Bessie Greenbloomz”l.

Faith & Stan Feinberg, RISA & LOUIS 
VANDERSLUIS, Martin & Nechama Parker, 
FRED & TAMMY PARKER, Barry & Irene 
Parker, Helen Parker, Renee Goldhar and 
families, on the loss of their mother, mother-
in-law, sister-in-law, grandmother and great-
grandmother, Helen Parkerz”l.

Elaine Angell, RALPH & KAREN ANGELL, Ben 
& Tiffany Angell, Ellie Angell and families, on 
the loss of their husband, father, father-in-
law and grandfather, Frank Angellz”l.

ESTELLE KOSOY, PHILLIP & ADA KOSOY, 
WARREN KOSOY, Michelle Kosoy & Andrew 
Burnstein, Daniel Kosoy, Robert Kosoy, 
Eliezer and Shosha Kosoy and families, on 
the loss of their husband, brother, brother-
in-law, uncle, father, father-in-law and 
grandfather, MARTIN KOSOYZ”L.

 

CONDOLENCES TO
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professionally we serve

specializing in pre-arrangements
905-881-6003   |   www.steeles.org

professionally we care
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Y E A R S �                             � 

2401 Steeles Ave.West, Toronto, Ontario M3J 2P1
Phone: (416) 663-9060    Fax: (416) 663-9417

Benjamins.ca

Through the generations 
...a sacred trust

Benjamin’s
Park
Memorial
Chapel



470 Glencairn Avenue, Toronto, Ontario M5N 1V8
Telephone: 416-789-3213  •  Fax: 416-789-1728
Website: shomayim.org  •  Email: info@shomayim.org

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday ................................................ 9:00am - 5:00pm

Friday ........................................................................... 9:00am - 2:00pm

Shabbat, Sunday ........................................................................Closed

WHO’S WHO
Senior Rabbi ....................................................................... Sam Taylor
Rabbi ............................................................................. Elliott Diamond
Rabbi ........................................................................... Jared Anstandig
Shamash / Baal Koreh .................................................Ralph Levine
Chazzan ..........................................................................Chaim Freund
President ..................................................................... Jonathan Ostro
Executive Director .................................................. Nicole Toledano
Bulletin Contributor ..............................................Lawrence Savlov

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
Rabbi Taylor’s Torah for Your Life ............................................. $180
Shabbat Matters .............................................................................. $180
Weekly Matters ................................................................................ $180
Kiddush ................................................................................ $195 and up
Downstairs Kiddush .......................................................................$325
Hashkama Kiddush ....................................................................... $200
9:30 Minyan Kiddush .....................................................................$325
Teen Kiddush ................................................................................... $200
Seudah Shlishit ............................................................................... $250
Morning Coffee & Muffins ..................................................... $72/day
Morning Gemara Shiur .................................................................. $180
Rabbi Taylor’s Daily Halacha ...................................................... $180
Rabbi Taylor’s Shiur ....................................................................... $180
Rabbi Diamond’s Shiur ................................................................. $180
Rebbetzin Emma Taylor’s Meaningful Moment ....................$118
Siddur / Chumash ............................................................................$90
Mazal Tovs............................................................................. $72 and up
Yahrzeits ......................................................................... starting at $54

DONATIONS
Capital Fund.......................................................................... $18 and up
Philip Zucker Torah Fund ................................................. $18 and up
Phillip Wintrob Youth Fund ............................................ $18 and up
Rabbi’s Charity Fund ......................................................... $18 and up
Volunteer Appreciation Fund ........................................ $18 and up
Beit Midrash Book Fund ..................................................$36 and up
Chessed Fund ......................................................................$36 and up
Security Fund ................................................................... $250 and up
Memorial Plaques .......................................................................... $500
Tree of Life: Leaf .......................................................................... $1,800
Tree of Life: Stone ...................................................................... $5,400

To make a donation or arrange for a sponsorship, please 
email or call the shul office, or go to: www.shomayim.org.  
Tax receipts will be issued.

ENDOWMENTS
Endowment funds can be set up to suit your individual 
requirements. For further information, please contact the
shul office.

DATES TO REMEMBER
SEPT 4 Annual Welcome BBQ

SEPT 6 Rabbi Taylor’s Mishna Berura Shiur Returns

SEPT 9 Pre-Rosh Hashana Luncheon with  
 Weinbaum Family Scholar In Residence Raizi Chechik

SEPT 9-10 Leil Slichot

SEPT 10 Shaarei Shomayim & BMZD Tishrei in a Night

SEPT 10 Youth Apple Picking

SEPT 15 Erev Rosh Hashana

SEPT 16-17 Rosh Hashana I & II

SEPT 16-17 Chazzan Shai Abramson & his Choir 
 at Shaarei Shomayim

SEPT 18 Tzom Gedalia

SEPT 22 Teen Tisch - Home of Rabbi & Rebbetzin Taylor

SEPT 23 Shabbat Shuva

SEPT 24 Erev Yom Kippur

SEPT 25 Yom Kippur

SEPT 24-25 Chazzan Shai Abramson & his Choir  
 at Shaarei Shomayim

SEPT 29 Erev Sukkot

SEPT 30-OCT 1 Sukkot I & II

OCT 2-5 Chol Hamoed Sukkot

OCT 2-6 Teen-Led Shacharit, Breakfast & Dvar Torah

OCT 2 Lunch & Learn: Pizza in the Hut

OCT 5 Scotch & Cigar

OCT 6 Hoshana Rabah

OCT 7 Shmini Atzeret

OCT 7 Women’s Sukkot Hallel & Megillat Kohelet Reading

OCT 8 Simchat Torah

OCT 16 Rabbi Taylor’s Mishlei Shiur Begins

OCT 17 Guest Speaker Isabel Vincent

OCT 21 Shaarei Shomayim Women’s Shabbaton

OCT 28 New Members Welcome Shabbat

OCT 31 Book Club Sessions Begin

NOV 4 Scholar In Residence Rabbi Dr. B. Barry Levy

NOV 11 Weinbaum Family Scholar In Residence 
 Rabbi Aryeh Lightstone

NOV 11 Teen Girls Melaveh Malkah

NOV 26 Health & Social Services Fair:  
 Keynote Speaker Rabbi Dr. Shlomo Brody

DEC 2 BMZD Fall Shabbaton

DEC 7 Erev Chanukah – First Candle

DEC 8 Teen-Led Kabbalat Shabbat & Chanukah Dinner

DEC 8-15 Chanukah

DEC 22 Fast of 10th of Tevet

DEC 24 Winter Chessed Bake-Fest: Spreading the Warmth


