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This week was a very exciting week in Israel - the Eurovision competition took place, and the 
finals are happening this Saturday night. The Eurovision is the biggest singing event in Europe. 
Many European countries are sending singers to represent them. The winning country hosts 
the Eurovision next year. Last year, Netta Barzilai won with her song, "Toy" in Lisbon. The 
streets in Tel Aviv were full with fans who were very excited about Netta’s unbelievable 
victory and achievement. 

But, it opened never ending arguments over the Eurovision taking place in Israel this year. 
Some saw it in a very negative way, claiming that it will be more of a waste of money than 
raising money. 

Many religious communities in Israel went against the Eurovision, saying it will cause a public 
Shabbat desecration. Additionally, many people argued that this event is very superficial and 
all about external values.  

On the other hand, many people claim that the fact that the Eurovision is taking place in Israel, 
is beneficial to Israel for several reasons. First, it will raise a lot of money from tourists who will 
come from all over Europe to be a part of the competition or to be part of the audience. 
Second, politically, Israel will take the opportunity to show the world how modern and 
enlightened the country has become. This could strengthen Israel’s political connections in 
Europe, where anti-Semitism is spreading. If people receive positive messages about Israel, it 
could help counter the negative messages.  

 My view is related to this week’s parsha, which says: 

בו מום מזרע אהרון הכהן לא יגש להקריב את אשי ה' מום בו את לחם אלוהיו לא יגש -איש אשר-כל“
 (ויקרא,כא,כא) להקריב"

“Any man among Aharon the Kohen's offspring who has a defect shall not draw near to offer 
up the Lord's fire offerings. There is a defect in him; he shall not draw near to offer up his 
God's food” 

I read this line in our parsha, and I could not understand how the Torah that is so helpful and 
full of mercy for those who are different, such as a person who is blind or a convert - asks that 
Kohanim serving in the mikdash be of a certain physical status. Is that setting a good example 
for the people of Israel? 

The Rambam answers, saying that because the temple is so holy, sometimes we need to value 
the glory and the external, while in most of our lives we should spend our time valuing that 
which is internal. Sometimes in order to deliver something in a way that captures the attention 
of everyone, we need to do it in a fancy and more superficial way. 

This might be a reason why the Eurovision is good for Israel. While it's very superficial with a 
lot of glory, sparkles and colours, the Rambam teaches us that there are times in life when the 
superficial does count. When we need to make a big impact, sometimes we need to focus on 
the delivery. The most glaring example of this is that the Shalva band was a semi-finalist in the 
Eurovision. All of Israel celebrated children with disabilities who may seem to be “imperfect.” 
The Eurovision saw them as superstars, which they are, and through big sounds and lights, 
celebrated them internationally. 


