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Welcome to the month of Nisan, a month that is all about freedom and free will. 

In a week from now we will sit around the Seder table with tons of matzot and good food 
(at least those of us who have the privilege of eating kitniyot!), and we will tell the story of 
the Exodus from Egypt. We'll be sure to emphasize that we are not slaves anymore. We all 
earned freedom! However, this last week, reading the news from Israel made me wonder if 
we are really free.  

A few weeks ago was pretty intense in Israel. Missiles and rockets were continually fired at 
the towns that border Gaza. One missile even reached north next to Raanana and injured 
seven people. A huge protest filled with violence and rage took place next to the border 
between Israel and Gaza, and hundreds of Palestinians tried to harm the border patrol and 
hurt IDF soldiers. 

All of this happened in the shadow of the election in Israel. It made me wonder, do we 
really have free will? On the one hand, we have the greatest evidence of freedom, the fact 
that we have the privilege to vote for our government. On the other hand, our freedom 
comes into question when Hamas controls the daily schedule of Israelis, specifically in the 
south, with non-stop alarms. We vote for our government, but we are sometimes 
controlled by a violent enemy.  

In this week’s parsha, we learn about the different laws that relate to tzaraat. Tzaraat is a 
deep white mark that appears on one’s clothes or house. It is known to come about when 
certain rules in the Torah are violated. The Kohen would come and explain how to heal 
these deep marks.  

This reminds me of the situation in Israel. We do have a lot of freedom, and it is reflected 
in many different ways, like our values of democracy and our free choices in life. However, 
sometimes we receive difficult “marks” that we see in the form of terror. We turn to our 
leaders, but the medicine to heal the marks of terror are not always clear.  

In the time of Beit HaMikdash, a person would get tzaraat because of something he or she 
knew they did wrong, and the method to fix things was clear. Today, when bad things 
happen to us, such as terror, we don’t necessarily know what we did wrong or how to fix 
it. We try to use our right to vote and our trust in our elected leaders to repair things. We 
often face a certain helplessness. We do not know how to properly use our freedom to 
choose the correct course of action to improve our situation. We must use our freedom of 
democracy to choose leaders who we think have the best course of action. AND we must 
have faith in Hashem. May Hashem help the situation and give wisdom to our leaders, like 
the Kohanim who had to deal with tzaraat in the camps of our people.  

B"H, I hope that we will understand the signs, and we'll use our privileges to make the 
world a better place. 


