
13.  There Will Be No More Disease or Death 
During the messianic era, we will witness ultimate 
physical and spiritual bliss. All will be healed. The 
blind, the deaf and the dumb, the lame, anyone 
with any blemish or disability, shall be healed: 
“The eyes of the blind shall be clear- sighted, and 
the ears of the deaf shall be opened . . . the lame 
shall leap as a hart and the tongue of the dumb 
shall sing . . .” Death itself shall cease, as it is writ-
ten, “Death shall be swallowed up forever and 
G‑d shall wipe the tears from every face . . .” 

 

14.  Life Will Be Pleasurable and Easy 
The earth will become extraordinarily fertile. The 
wilderness of Israel will become “like Eden, and 
her desert like the garden of G‑d.” “I will call for 
the grain and increase it . . . and I will increase the 
fruit of the tree and the produce of the field . . 
.” “The ploughman shall overtake the reaper, and 
the treader of grapes him who sows seed; and the 
mountains shall drip sweet wine, and all the hills 
shall melt.”  

 

In the words of Maimonides:  “At that time there 
will be neither famine nor war, neither envy nor 
strife. All good things will be bestowed in abun-
dance, and all delicacies will be accessible like 
dust.”  

 

15.  Here is What We Can Do to Make It Hap-
pen 
Although every mitzvah has the power to usher in 
the redemption, there are special mitzvahs that 
are deeply connected to Moshiach and redemp-
tion. Here are some: 

 

1.    Teshuvah— repentance 
2.    Keeping Shabbat, the restful foretaste of the 
messianic era 
3.    Torah study, especially the inner secrets of 
Torah (Chassidut/Mysticism), which are a sam-
pling of the Torah that will be taught by 
Moshiach himself 
4.    Giving tzedakah (charity) 
5.    Increasing in love, peace and unity amongst 
us all 

 

May we all merit the coming of the righteous 
Moshiach and the ultimate redemption speedily in 
our days, amen! 

/LYH�	�/DXJK 

 

Sadie walked into a print lab to have a photo 
of her deceased husband Moshe copied and 
retouched. She said to the technician, "I have 
always hated the hat that my husband Moshe is 
wearing in the photo. Could you please re-
touch the hat out?" "Of course," said the tech-
nician, "What colour hair did your husband 
have?" "When you take the hat off, you'll see," 
she said. 

&DOHQGDU 
FRIDAY 26 April— 7th day of Pesach 
¨ Shacharis: 8:30 am; Shtibl 8:45 am 

¨ Abridged Hallel: 9:15 am 

¨ Mincha: 5:30 pm 
¨ Full Yom Tov Service: 6:00 pm 
¨ Candle- lighting from a pre- lit flame after 

5:24 pm (Blessing for Shabbos & Yom 
Tov only) 

¨ No Shehechiyanu in Kiddush either 
SHABBO S 27 April— Last day of Pesach 
¨ Shacharis: 8:30 am; Shtibl 8:45 am 

¨ Abridged Hallel: 9:15 am 

¨ Shir HaShirim 

¨ Yizkor: approx. 10:45 am 

¨ Mincha: 4:45 pm 
¨ Followed by Seudas Moshiach (for men 

and women) 
¨ Pesach ends: 6:13 pm 
¨ N.B. Do not eat Chometz until an hour or 

so later 

 

¨ Remember to Count the O mer! 
¨ Mincha week nights now  pm  

¨Nathan Fine  of I.deal Furnishers at Midway 
Mall, Bramley Gardens wishes all congre-
gants a Good Shabbos. Call 011 887 
5456/082 854 5706.  Furniture,  Bedding & 
Appliances.  

¨Vehicles wanted.   Any make,  any condi-
tion.   Best prices.  Phone ARNO LD 
O RKIN 082 823 7826  

¨Acknowledgements: Chabad.org, Craig Kess-
ler 

¨Please take Good Shabbos Sydenham home 
if you will only carry it within the Eiruv. 

Moshiach's Seudah:  
Come and hear the young people .  All Welcome. 

Men and Women’s programmes. 
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Pesach is such an interesting Yom Tov. While 
the basic observances are pretty much univer-
sal, everybody seems to have their own 
unique way of celebrating. Each family has its 
own distinct traditions and customs handed 
down from generation to generation. Wheth-
er it’s how to do lose or find the Afikoman, or 
which are our favourite Seder songs, we all 
seem to have very definite views of how 
things ought to be done.   

 

And sometimes our personal Pesach practices 
can be pretty outlandish too. Take the woman 
who does not actually keep kosher all year 
round but come Pesach and she ‘changes 
over.’ Does that make sense, or is it absurd? 
Is it logical? Not really. But who am I to be 
dismissive of a Jew’s desire to connect to 
Hashem and keep a mitzvah? I can only hope 
that she will change over permanently and 
keep Kosher the rest of the year too. 

 

The fact is that, historically, most families 
were stricter on Pesach than the rest of the 
year. The most religiously observant people 
had stringencies on Pesach that they never 
kept during the year. When I was growing up 
in Brooklyn we never ate out on Pesach; even 
at our most frum friends, even people we ate 
at throughout the year on Shabbos or Yom 
Tov. But never on Pesach. Why not? Well, I 
suppose it was because every family has its 
own hidurim, stringencies they observe on 
Pesach. This one does this and the other does 
that. This fellow won’t eat this product and 
the other doesn’t touch that vegetable and we 
all respected each other’s right to be ‘meshugga 
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frum’ on Pesach.  

 

But why?  

 

So there are two basic reasons behind this special 
scrupulousness on Pesach; one is practical and 
the other is halachic and somewhat technical.   

 

Practically speaking we need to be stricter and 
take additional precautions on Pesach because 
foods that are perfectly kosher a whole year are 
for this one week strictly forbidden. Bread and 
biscuits, chocolate cake and kitka, pizza and pas-
ta, wafers and whisky may be 100% kosher and 
deliciously edible every week of the year, but 
during the one week of Pesach these very same 
foods become absolutely treif!  We could easily 
make an innocent mistake and take a bite of any 
of these foods were they available and within 
easy reach. So we make sure the house is thor-
oughly cleaned up and all chametz is locked away 
so that no innocent errors can be made, even 
inadvertently. 

 

Then there is the halachic reason. You may have 
heard of the concept of ‘botul b’shishim.’ This a 
principle of Kashrut which means that there are 
times when, for example, a small amount of milk 
becomes mixed into a larger amount of meat and 
the milk will be overwhelmed and ‘nullified’ by 
the meat and the usually forbidden mixture may 
still be kosher. I hasten to add that these ques-
tions must be answered by a qualified rabbi only! 
So, say, you are preparing Shabbos and your 
domestic chef slips on a banana peel and acci-
dentally spills her milk tea into your pot of chick-
en soup… .DO NOT THROW OUT THE 
SOUP! Call your rabbi. Depending on the cir-



cumstances he may be able to help and save 
your Friday night dinner from disaster.  

 

You know the story of Tevye der Milchiger? He 
was the milkman in the shtetl. Well, one day, 
the unthinkable happened and the caterer 
was preparing a wedding feast and one of his 
workers indeed slipped on the proverbial 
banana peel and his milk tea went flying into 
the vat of meat on the fire. Can you imagine 
the calamity if there would be no dinner for 
the hundreds of hungry wedding guests? So 
the Rav of the shtetl was called in to deal with 
this most serious halachic question, a very 
grave shaaloh indeed.  

 

The wise old Rav called in Tevye the Milk-
man to his private study. He closed the door 
tightly and whispered into the milkman’s ear.  
“Tevye, tell me the truth, how much water 
do you pour into your milk?”  

 

“Rebbe, you would accuse me of cheating 
my customers?!”  

 

“Tevye, it’s just me and we are here behind 
closed doors. Please, it’s very important that 
I know. How much water?”  

 

“Rebbe, efsher ah bissel” (‘maybe only a little’). 

 

“Tevye, I beg of you, your secret is safe with 
me. Please tell me the truth. How much wa-
ter do you add in to your milk?”  

 

What should I tell you? By the time the Rav 
extracted the whole truth from Tevye he was 
satisfied that the meat for the wedding was 
not only strictly kosher but that Tevye’s milk 
was probably Parev!  

 

But on Pesach, you see, the kashrut concept 
of Bittul-Nullification does not apply. Cha-
metz is such a strict prohibition that it can 
never be overwhelmed; no matter how big 
the pot may be. Even an infinitesimal iota of 
chametz will render the biggest pot of Pe-
sach’dik food absolutely forbidden.  

 

So we must be as stringent as possible to 
keep even the smallest piece of Chametz far 
and away from us and our families. Hence, 
our extreme strictness on Pesach. 

 

Some people ask why we need so many 
‘Kosher for Passover’ products today when 
in the good old days we never had all those 

options on our menu, and it was just fine. 
Other people insist on every convenience over 
Pesach to make it more enjoyable. Still others 
will go to a beautiful hotel, here or in Israel, 
where every luxury is laid on and it is truly 
their ‘Festival of Freedom.’  

 

To each their own. Whether it is our unique 
childhood memories of fathers or Zaydes con-
ducting a traditional Seder, or the Seder Songs 
of our youth that still ignite our neshamas, the 
dedication to Pesach is alive in Jewish hearts. 
Indeed, so should it be for the festival that 
celebrates the very birth of our nation.  

 

So while it may be our national birthday and 
the very beginning of Jewish peoplehood, 
Pesach is also a very personal Yom Tov, and 
we each celebrate it in our own ways and 
styles, with our own special memories and 
even our own curious idiosyncrasies as well.  

 

Enjoy the last part of Pesach and may it be 
memorable for all of us.  
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By Rabbi Levi Avtzon 

 

1.  Moshiach Will Be a Human Being 
Moshiach (also known as Messiah) won’t be 
an angel or a spirit. Moshiach (literally translat-
ed as “the Anointed One”) will be a scion 
from the house of David, from the tribe 
of Judah. He will be a pious, visionary and 
kind king who will teach Torah and offer guid-
ance to all. 

 

2.  The Torah is Rife With References to 
Moshiach 
There is a misconception that the concept of 
Moshiach is relatively new to Judaism. Noth-
ing could be further from the truth. Maimoni-
des cites numerous Scriptural references to the 
redemption and the redeemer. 

 

3.  We Pray for His Arrival Every Day 
We refer to the redemption many times 
throughout our prayers— in fact, one- third of 
the requests in the Amidah (“Silent Prayer,” 
said thrice daily) are about Moshiach. We 
speak of the redemption in the blessings said 
under the chuppah (wedding canopy), where 
we break a glass to remember that we are not 

ever and ever.” 

 

9.  All the Jews Will live in the Holy Land 
At the end of the Passover Seder we all de-
clare “Next Year in Jerusalem!” just as we do 
at the conclusion of the Yom Kippur services. 
One of the most important aspects of the Re-
demption is the promise of the ingathering of 
the exiles from the Diaspora, with all Jews 
settling in their tribal portion of the Holy 
Land. We are assured that no Jew will be left 
behind— including the “10 Lost Tribes."  

 

10.  O ne Deed,  Word or Thought Can Bring 
Moshiach 
According to Maimonides, we should view the 
world as a balanced scale. On one side are all 
our collective merits, and on the other side are 
our collective failings. “If one performs 
one mitzvah, he tips his balance and that of 
the entire world to the side of merit and brings 
deliverance and salvation to himself and oth-
ers. This is implied by [Proverbs 10:25], ‘A 
righteous man is the foundation of the world,’ 
i.e., he who acted righteously, tipped the bal-
ance of the entire world to merit and saved it.”  

 

All it takes is one action, one good word or 
one positive thought that can tip the scale and 
bring salvation to us all. 

 

11.  There Will Be a Perfect World 
In the Messianic age, Jews and gentiles will live 
in peace and harmony. All Jews will adhere to 
the 613 commandments and the non-Jews will 
follow the 7 Noahide laws for all humanity. 

 

12.  We Are Like Dwarves on Giants’  Shoul-
ders 
Can we really be the last generation of exile 
and first generation of redemption? Are we 
better than our ancestors? Why us?  

 

The sages give an analogy of a child atop the 
shoulders of a giant. The collective deeds and 
sacrifices of our ancestors combined to bring 
this world to the doorstep of Moshiach. All we 
need to do is open the door! 

 

complete until the Holy Temple will be rebuilt 
once Moshiach comes. When we say Grace after 
Meals, we beg for his arrival. 

 

4.  There Will Be No More War 
“Nation shall not lift a sword against nation, nei-
ther shall they learn war anymore,” pre-
dicts Micah about this era. Isaiah writes poignant-
ly that “they shall beat their swords into plough-
shares and their spears into pruning hooks; na-
tion shall not lift the sword against nation, nei-
ther shall they learn war anymore.”  

 

5.  It Is the Purpose and Goal of Creation 
In Tanya, we read: “It is known that the messian-
ic era, especially the period after the Resurrection 
of the Dead, is indeed the ultimate purpose and 
the fulfillment of this world. It is for this 
[purpose] that [this world] was originally creat-
ed.”Having G‑d reveal Himself in our physical 
and mundane world is the achievement of crea-
tion’s purpose. Every act that we do makes this 
world a little more ready for G‑d’s revelation. 

 

6.  We Will Be O ccupied By Discovering G‑d 
In the last law in his magnum opus Mishneh To-
rah, Maimonides concludes: “The occupation of 
the entire world will be solely to know G‑d. 
Therefore, the Jews will be great sages and know 
the hidden matters, grasping the knowledge of 
their Creator according to the full extent of hu-
man potential, as Isaiah states: 'The world will be 
filled with the knowledge of G‑d as the waters 
cover the ocean bed.’ 

 

7.  The Third and Final Temple Will Be Built 
The First Temple in Jerusalem was built by King 
Solomon and destroyed 410 years later by 
the Babylonians. The Second Temple was built 
by the Jewish community under the leadership 
of Ezra and Nehemiah and was destroyed 420 
years later by the Romans. 

 

The third and final Temple will be built by either 
G‑d or the Moshiach himself (or both) and will 
never be destroyed. A vision of this Temple was 
shown to Ezekiel while in the Babylonian exile. 

 

8.  The Dead Will Be Revived 
The 13th principle in Maimonides’ 13 Principles 
of Faith states: “I believe with complete faith that 
there will be Resurrection of the Dead at the time 
when it will be the will of the Creator, blessed be 
His Name and exalted be His remembrance for-
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