
I Love You More Than You 
Love Me 

By Yanki Tauber  
 

It’s that me of year when we’re reminded of 
our marriage. The prophets point out that G-
d wed us at Sinai, admonish us for our betray-
als, and promise that there are good mes yet 
ahead. You can usually tell when two people 
are in love, but the best way to recognize a 
married couple is by their arguments.  
 

These are arguments that you won’t see any-
where else, for the simple reason that they 
don’t make any sense anywhere but within the 
context of marriage.  
 

We find one such argument in this 
week’s Torah reading. (Actually, the argument 
takes two different forms, explained in differ-
ent ways by our sages; but underneath, I be-
lieve, it’s the same argument.)  
 

The disagreement concerns G-d’s instruc ons 
to Moses to wage war on the Midianites. 
“Avenge the vengeance of the children 
of Israel upon the Midianites,” G-d says to the 
Jewish leader. But when Moses conveys these 
instruc ons to the people, he tells them that 
they’re going to war “to take G-d’s vengeance 
on Midian.” Who is the offended party, G-d or 
Israel?  
 

The Midrash Tanchuma explains: the Midian-
ites caused the people of Israel to sin and wor-
ship the idol Pe’or, causing G-d to punish His 
people with a plague. So G-d tells Israel: “It is 
you who have an account to se le with them, 
for they caused Me to harm you.” To which 
Moses responds: “Master of the Universe! If we 
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had been uncircumcised, or idol-worshippers, 
or had denied the commandments, the Midi-
anites would not have hated us. They perse-
cute us only on account of the Torah and the 
precepts which You have given us. Conse-
quently the vengeance is Yours . . .” Rashi has 
a different take on the contradic on, and this 
theme is taken up by the chassidic masters: G-
d sees the war on Midian as avenging Israel, 
for G-d’s foremost concern is for His people; 
the people of Israel see the war as avenging G-
d, for they are concerned only with the honour 
of G-d.  
 

Typical marital argument logic. Husband: “How 
could you do that to me? When you act that 
way, it makes me angry at you, and then I hurt 
you. I’ll never forgive you for making me hurt 
the woman I love!” Wife: “If you wouldn’t have 
married me, we wouldn’t be so special to each 
other, and it wouldn’t hurt you so much when 
I act that way. So it’s all your fault.” Or the flip 
side of that argument, equally illogical: “I love 
you more than you love me!” “No! I 
love you more than you love me!” We’ve been 
arguing that way for more than 3,300 years 
now.  

 

Live & Laugh 
 

How many Jews does it take to screw in a light 
bulb? 
 

Four: One to convince others to do it, a second 
to donate the bulb, a third to screw it in, and a 
fourth to make a speech saying the en re Jew-
ish people stands behind the new bulb. 

 

Calendar 
 

¨ Shacharis: 9:00am  
¨ Communal Brocha in the Seeff Hall spon-

sored by Alan & Roz Finkelstein in honour of 
Alan’s 70th birthday.  

¨ Children Service: 10:15am 
¨ SYDTeens Service: 10:30am   
¨ Mincha & Shalosh Seudos: 5:05pm  
¨ Shabbos Ends: 6:13pm 
¨ Weekday Mincha: 5:30pm 

Low-Speed Travel 
By Chaya Shuchat  
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For the past century, we have been perfec ng 
the art of high-speed travel. We can now get 
from any point on the globe to another in a 
ma er of hours. But apparently that is not fast 
enough for some—they want to get there 
within minutes. And the sky is no longer the 
limit. Futuris c modes of travel include per-
sonal space flights, and high-speed tubes such 
as Elon Musk’s hyperloop. 
 

But where are we headed at such breakneck 
speed? 
 

We find a few instances in the Torah of preter-
naturally shortened travel. When Abraham’s 
servant Eliezer travelled from Canaan to Aram 
to seek a wife for Isaac, he covered the dis-
tance, a three-day journey by foot, in just one 
day. Similarly, the road shortened for Jacob on 
his way from Beersheba to Charan to find a 
wife. 
 

During their ini al journey in the desert, it 
seemed that the Jewish people were likewise 
on the express track. On the verse, “It is an 
eleven-day journey from Chorev 
to Kadesh Barnea” (Deuteronomy 
1:2), Rashi comments that the Jewish people 
traversed this distance in only three days. 
 

But despite the early head start, ma ers 
played out quite differently. Instead of going 
supernaturally fast, we went supernaturally 
slow, and spent 40 years wandering in the de-
sert. 
 

It seems that the Torah leaves room here for 
only two extremes—either a drama cally 

shortened journey or a drama cally drawn-out 
one. 
 

The Jewish people set out from Egypt des ned 
for the Promised Land. And there were two 
possible ways of ge ng there. One way was 
high-speed travel. G-d could have whisked 
them off, post-haste, and se led them in the 
Land of Israel without delay. 
 

But something would have been missing. The 
Jews would have missed out on an important 
process of soul-searching and self-growth had 
they entered Israel immediately. They needed 
a transi on period. They needed me to shed 
the habits and outlook that had grown on them 
during more than 200 years of slavery in Egypt. 
They needed to process and internalize all that 
they had been taught at Mount Sinai. And they 
needed to do it through their own efforts. 
From this perspec ve, an express trip to Israel 
would have done them no favours. 
 

The Baal Shem Tov teaches that each of the 42 
journeys that the Jews took in the desert repre-
sents a different stage of life,3 and we all pass 
through these stages on the way to our person-
al Promised Land. How we get through them is 
up to us. 
 

Ul mately, the purpose of receiving the Torah 
and se ling the Land of Israel was to accom-
plish a merger of the physical and spiritual—to 
transform the earth into a home for Gôd. 
When it is handed to us from above, it may be 
easier and faster, but unsa sfying in the long 
run. 
 



There is a dual message for us, living as we do 
in the high-speed era. Our a en on span 
measures in seconds, and we expect to have 
everything—from our video-on-demand to our 
food order—delivered immediately. But cer-
tain things in life cannot be rushed. In our 
haste to cover ground, we may not be paying 
enough a en on to the details of the journey. 
We need me to savour the process and truly 
experience each stage as it comes. 
 

On the other hand, perhaps we are mastering 
high-speed travel for a reason. During the 
course of our 2,000-year exile, we’ve taken a 
slow and tortuous route. We’ve done it the 
long way and the hard way, and now we’re 
through. In retrospect, we are grateful for the 
gruelling journey that we completed through 
our own efforts. But we’re past the point 
where further wandering would be beneficial. 
It’s me to come home. We want Moshiach, 
and we want him now.  

 

Parsha Pointers 
Artscroll pg 901  

Living Torah pg 823 
 

Moses conveys the laws governing the annul-
ment of vows to the heads of 
the tribes of Israel. War is waged 
against Midian for their role in plo ng the 
moral destruc on of Israel, and 
the Torah gives a detailed account of the war 
spoils and how they were allocated amongst 
the people, the warriors, the Levites and 
the high priest. 
 

The tribes of Reuben and Gad (later joined by 
half of the tribe of Manasseh) ask for the lands 
east of the Jordan as their por on in the Prom-
ised Land, these being prime pastureland for 
their ca le. Moses is ini ally angered by the 
request, but subsequently agrees on the con-
di on that they first join, and lead, in Israel’s 
conquest of the lands west of the Jordan.  
 

The forty-two journeys and encampments of 
Israel are listed, from the Exodus to their en-
campment on the plains of Moab across the 
river from the land of Canaan. The boundaries 

of the Promised Land are given, and ci es of 
refuge are designated as havens and places of 
exile for inadvertent murderers.  
 

The daughters of Tzelafchad marry within their 
own tribe of Manasseh, so that the estate 
which they inherit from their father should not 
pass to the province of another tribe.  

 

The First Day Of The Rest 
Of My Life 

By Rabbi Elisha Greenbaum 
 

A smoker once told me that qui ng was dead 
easy; he personally had stopped dozens of 

mes. Well? Can one quit something 
(successfully) more than once? Can a recover-
ing alcoholic s ll struggling for sobriety boast 
of his success in conquering his demons? How 
would you define a relapsed drug addict who is 
currently clean, but might fall off the wagon at 
any me? 
 

A 12-stepper is trained never to believe himself 
cured, no ma er how many years of clean 
slates he may have accumulated. "I am an ad-
dict," he will explain "and tomorrow, just like 
every living day of the last 23 years, I will wake 
up and struggle against my desires." 
 

We read this week of the "Forty-two journeys 
the Children of Israel travelled going out of 
Egypt" (Numbers 33:1) Doesn't seem to make 
sense, does it? The Jews may indeed have 
made 42 dis nct stops in the desert, camped in 
42 separate places, but only one of the jour-
neys, the first, would have taken them out of 
Egypt. 
 

In Jewish philosophy, "Egypt" represents not 
just a physical land peopled by real-life Jew 
enslavers, but also symbolizes a concept: the 
slave mentality. The Hebrew name for 
Egypt, Mitzrayim, is etymologically related to 
the word Meitzorim, "boundaries": that psy-
chological construct that traps you in place, 
unwilling or unable to break free from your 
mental shackles. 
 

Throughout one's life one is forced to under-
take a series of "journeys," traveling out of 

The Torah tells us this because in different 
ways in different mes we are faced with simi-
lar ba les. Some mes they are military 
ba les, some mes cultural. The second way 
of understanding this event is on an internal 
level. The hos le na ons whom the Jewish 
people encounter in the pages of the Bible 
signify nega ve forces within oneself. The 
constant ba les of the Jewish people repre-
sent the constant struggle of the individual 
against internal nega ve quali es. 
 

Midian, the Sages tell us, relates to the 
word madon meaning "strife." This nega ve 
trait is expressed in hos le an pathy to oth-
ers. One feels the other person is taking up 
one's own territory. His very existence is irri-
ta ng. This is the quality of "causeless hatred" 
which, says the Talmud, brought about the 
destruc on of the Temple. Rabbi Shalom 
Dovber, the Fi h Lubavitcher Rebbe (1860-
1920) discusses the ba le against Midian as 
an internal struggle against one's own selfish-
ness and rejec on of others. 
 

A key aspect of the ba le is the fact that G-
d tells Moses himself that he should be per-
sonally involved. Each of us has the quality of 
"Moses" within us. This inner Moses repre-
sents the power of selflessness: the very op-
posite of the selfishness and self-centeredness 
which causes us to reject others. 
 

Each of us has an inner poten al to go beyond 
our own self. It is expressed in acts of hero-
ism, and also in mes of intense dedica on. A 
group of people staying up late planning a 
charity event; a lone individual selflessly car-
ing for an elderly rela ve—there are countless 
ways in which our inner, pure "Moses" might 
be expressed in our lives. This inner Moses 
helps us break down the inner force of Midi-
an. Rather than resent and despise other peo-
ple, we accept them, and even come to love 
them as is demanded by the Torah command, 
"Love your neighbour as yourself." The ba le 
against Midian described in the Torah is there-
fore a crucial struggle which con nues in our 
own me.  

 

one's comfort zone to confront new challenges 
and conquer fresh territories. Only a corpse can 
be described as having completed its travel. 
Living, sen ent beings must keep their passport 
handy, ready to be used on the next stage of 
their journey through life. The events of one's 
past are not overweight baggage dragging you 
down; rather they are the accumulated experi-
ences from which you may draw, helping you 
manoeuvre around the new obstacles which 
present.  
 

You may have struggled with an issue in the 
past and successfully overcame it, le  that bor-
der crossing behind, as it were. Now there is a 
new you, undertaking a new journey and those 
very survival skills which have protected you to 
date will stand in your stead on your new ad-
venture.  

 

An addict wakes each morning, resolved to 
spend the whole day overcoming his tempta-

ons. Each day is a new journey where fresh 
obstacles present to be surmounted. The skills 
and strengths gained from past ba les will ben-
efit you in your present struggle, but each jour-
ney is its own dis nct struggle, and each new 
accomplishment helps you escape once again 
from the servitude of your private Egypt, to-
wards the freedom wai ng for you over the 
border.    

 

The Moses Within 
By Dr. Tali Loewenthal  

 

Among the many ba les described in 
the Torah is the war of the Israelites against the 
na on of Midian. In the 31st chapter of the 
Book of Numbers, we read how G-
d told Moses that he should a ack the Midian-
ites. The Torah goes on to describe the way 
Moses mustered people for an army and gives 
many details about the ba le and its a ermath. 
 

There are two ways of looking at this. The first 
is the literal historical fact. In order to survive, 
the Jewish people has had to ba le against a 
variety of forces. The Midianites sought the 
destruc on of the Jews, hence ac on had to be 
taken against them.  
 


