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You are involved in a longstanding intimate rela-
tionship with an imaginary man, Mr Right. You 
have conjured an exact picture of the perfect 
husband, and you are so in love with that image, 
you are not open to anyone else. No matter how 
great the guy is, he can't compare to your dream. 
  

You have become stuck in a bubble with your 
imaginary love, and are not open to real people. 
So you haven't really met dozens of guys. You 
never actually meet anyone. You see them not 
for who they are, but rather for who they are not 
-  the imaginary Mr Right. For no real man can 
compare to an imaginary one.  

  

A relationship means connecting with another, 
someone who is not you. You can't have a rela-
tionship with a figment of your own imagina-
tion, or with your own assumed caricature of 
another person. You need to step out of your 
own mind with its rigid expectations, suspend 
your prejudices and really open yourself to meet-
ing someone else on their terms.  Let yourself be 
surprised. Otherwise, the man of your dreams 
will stay right there -  in your dreams. 

  

I apologise for being so harsh on you. I just want 
to burst your bubble, because there is a real per-
son out there waiting for the chance to meet you. 
He deserves it. So do you. 
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G-d is talking to one of his angels and says, “Do 
you know what I have just done? I have just 
created a 24-hour period of alternating light and 

darkness on Earth. Isn’t that good?” The angel 
says, “Yes, but what will you do now?” G-d says, 
“I think I’ll call it a day.” 
                   
A shadchan (matchmaker) corners a yeshiva 
bochur (rabbinical student) and says, "Boy I 
have a girl for you!" “Not interested", replies the 
bochur. "But she's beautiful!" says the shadchan. 
"Yeah?" says the bochur. "Yes. And she's very 
rich too." "Really?" "And she has great yichus 
(ancestry)! From a very fine family."  

 

"Sounds great." says the bochur. "But why 
would a girl like that want to marry me? . . . 
She'd have to be crazy." Replies the shaddchan 
"Well, that’s only a small detail. You can't expect 
everything!" 
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I was planning to procrastinate, but I never got 
around to it.  

 

Whether you consider the above quotation 
wise, witty or silly, it can actually be quite a 
sobering thought. How many of us can truly 
say we don’t put off important things we 
know we should have done yesterday? Don’t 
you just go green with envy when you meet 
those super-efficient amazons who are so 
punctual, organized and always put together? 
Don’t they infuriate you… with yourself?  

 

From my own experience I now know that if 
something is important I better attend to it 
immediately, otherwise I simply don’t trust 
myself to “get around to it.” I know I could 
benefit from a Time Management course. In 
fact, I once signed up for one but I never 
made it there. No time. There are still so 
many new ideas, projects and plans I’d like to 
get around to. I know that with better person-
al discipline they might actually materialise.  

 

You might be surprised to learn that effective 
time management is not only a professional 
value but also a religious imperative. Not only 
are we currently in the period of the Counting 
of the Omer in the Jewish calendar, but this 
week’s Parsha details the Jewish Festivals 
where between Pesach and Shavuoth we read 
about the Counting of the Omer. Just as the 
Israelites counted the days after the Exodus 
in eager anticipation to receive the Torah, so 
do we count these 49 days annually.  

 

But why count time? Time marches on inexo-
rably, whether we take note of it or not. What 
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value is there in counting the days? The answer is 
that we count these 49 days to make us more con-
scious of the preciousness of every single day. To 
make us more sensitive to the value of a day, an 
hour, a moment. As Rabbi Sholom Ber of Lubav-
itch once said, “A summer’s day and a winter’s 
night is a year.” 

 

I heard a classic analogy on this theme in the name 
of the saintly Chofetz Chaim, Rabbi Israel Meir 
Kagan, (1838-1933). Life is like a picture postcard, he 
said. Ever had the experience of being on vacation 
and sending a picture postcard home or to a 
friend? We start writing with a large scrawl and 
then think of new things to say and before we 
know it we’re at the end of the card and there’s no 
more room. So what do we do? We start writing 
smaller and then when we’re out of space we start 
winding our words around the edges of the card to 
get it all in. Before we know it, we’re turning the 
card upside down to squeeze in the last few vital 
words in our message. 

 

Sound familiar? Isn’t life like that? We start off 
young and reckless without a worry in the world 
and as we get older we realize that life is short. So 
we start cramming and trying to squeeze in all 
those important things we never got around to. 
Sometimes our attempts are quite desperate, even 
pathetic, as we seek to put some meaning into our 
lives before it’s too late. (Maybe that’s what a mid-
life crisis is all about.) 

 

So the Torah tells us to count our days – because 
they are, in fact, numbered. We each have an allot-
ted number of days and years in which to fulfill the 
purpose for which we were created.  
 



Hopefully, by counting time we will appreciate it 
better. So, whatever it is that is important for 
each of us to get done, please G-d, we will all get 
around to it, sooner than later.   
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The Torah section of Emor (“Speak”) begins 
with the special laws pertaining to the kohanim 
(“priests”), and the Temple service: A kohen may 
not become ritually impure through contact with 
a dead body, save on the occasion of the death 
of a close relative. Akohen may not marry a di-
vorcee, or a woman with a promiscuous past; 
a kohen gadol can marry only a virgin. A kohen 
with a physical deformity cannot serve in the 
Holy Temple, nor can a deformed animal be 
brought as an offering. 

 

A  newborn calf, lamb or kid must be left with 
its mother for seven days before being eligible 
for an offering; one may not slaughter an animal 
and its offspring on the same day. 

 

The parsha then lists all the Chagim beginning 
with Shabbos and including Pesach, the Omer, 
Shavuot, Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Sukkot 
and Shmini Atzeret. 

 

Next the Torah discusses the lighting of the me-
norah in the Temple, and the showbread (lechem 
hapanim) placed weekly on the table there. 

 

Emor concludes with the incident of a man exe-
cuted for blasphemy, and the penalties for mur-
der (death) and for injuring one’s fellow or de-
stroying his property (monetary compensation). 
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Speak to the kohanim and say to them… (Leviticus 
21:1) 

 

Tautological? Why the double expression "speak 
and say"- -would you have expected Moses to 
mime G‑d's instructions? Can't you just imagine 
the scene— 600,000 people standing around the 

desert all engaged in a giant game of Charades 
while Moses stands in the middle, holding up 
three fingers and pantomiming, in Biblical He-
brew, directives for priestly behavior. 

 

Obviously there must be a more profound impli-
cation to this double expression. 

 

Rashi, greatest of commentators, explains that 
G‑d is teaching a subtle but most significant 
point: It is not sufficient to merely instruct the 
people on how to act. Rather, one must ensure 
that they too will hand on these self- same instruc-
tions to the next generation. Speak, and say: 
You speak to them in such ways that they, in turn, 
will say to their children. 

 

How many great philosophical systems have dis-
appeared, how many revivalist movements have 
petered out because insufficient attention was 
accorded to initiating the young into the beauty 
and purpose of their elders' existence. The only 
way to safely ensure the propagation of a way of 
life is to train the next generation while young, 
thus inoculating them against the doubts that will 
inevitably arise. 

 

The Jewish nation was born at the Exodus from 
Egypt. Just as a child is thrust suddenly into the 
world, naked and squalling, so too were we 
plunked in the desert, unready for freedom, naked 
of mitzvot and still suffering with our slave-
mentality. Just as a newborn child is physically and 
mentally unready for independent living, relying 
on others for protection and training, so too did 
this new-found nation need to undergo a process 
of maturation. 

 

Over the following seven weeks we underwent a 
process of life-education, training to live and think 
as free men. We replicate this journey every year 
over the sefira period, an annual seven-week long 
passage of spiritual rectification. Each day is a 
new stage in our emotional and intellectual jour-
ney to freedom, eagerly counting the days till we 
attain the Torah at Sinai. 

 

To ensure survival, it is not enough to merely 
bring children into this world. One needs to guide 
and nurture the young until they are self-
sufficient, capable of independent thought and 
imbued with the capability to make their own 
decisions. True education is when the instructor 
succeeds in transmitting such love and devotion 
that even later, when left to his own devices, the 
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day these fires have become a veritable symbol 
for the holiday. The famed chassidic master Rab-
bi Tzvi Elimelech of Dinov explains the custom 
as a sign of the culmination of Rabbi Shimon’s 
life work. On Lag BaOmer, the true power of 
Rabbi Shimon’s accomplishments shone forth 
like bonfire illuminating the night. 

 

7. Take a trip 
People across Israel and around the world travel 
to Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai’s resting place in the 
village of Meron. In recent years, crowds have 
surged with some 300,000 people attending. 

 

8. In the merit of the righteous ones who are 
buried in this place 
In addition to visiting the resting place of Rab-
bi Shimon bar Yochai, there is a custom to visit-
ing the resting place of great Jewish leaders and 
sages around the world. This is based on the 
Kabbalistic teaching that the souls of all great 
sages are connected. 

 

9. Cutting hair for the first time 
There is a well-known custom to let a male 
child’s hair grow long until his third birthday, 
when he receives his first haircut. Called 
an Upsherinish in Y iddish and Chalakah by Sephar
dic Jews. When the child’s birthday falls during 
the days of Sefirat HaOmer, when cutting hair is 
forbidden, we wait until Lag BaOmer, when it is 
permitted. If the child is in Israel, it is customary 
to travel to Meron for the cutting ceremony. 
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Question: 
I am forty now and still single. I have met dozens 
of guys, but none are right for me. I know what 
you are going to say: I am too fussy. But I can't 
just settle on something half good. Where is the 
man of my dreams?  

  

Answer: 
It doesn't make sense. You are a wonderful per-
son with so much to offer. Why are you still 
alone?  

  

There could be many reasons why someone may 
find it hard to find a partner. But I think in your 
case, the answer is simple. You are not available. 
You're already married.  

  

student chooses of his own will to follow that 
path, and teach those lessons to his own chil-
dren. 
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Lag BaOmer is the annual celebration of Jewish 
mysticism, fraternity, and pride. While the holi-
day has grown in popularity, many aspects of 
this day remain obscure. Join us as we take a 
deeper look into Lag BaOmer. 

 

1.   The plague ends 
The Talmud relates that in the weeks between 
the Passover and Shavuot, a plague killed the 
students of the great sage Rabbi Akiva, “because 
they did not act respectfully towards each oth-
er.” On Lag BaOmer the plague ended. 
 

2. Kabbalah for the Masses 
Lag BaOmer is the anniversary of 2nd century 
sage and author of the Zohar Rabbi Shimon bar 
Yochai’s passing. Rabbi Shimon was the first to 
publicly teach the mystical dimension of 
the Torah known as the “Kabbalah.” Before he 
passed away, Rabbi Shimon asked that Lag Ba-
Omer be celebrated as a joyous day. 
 

3. Some have a custom to eat carob . . . 
Commemorating a carob tree that miraculously 
grew at the entrance of a cave Rabbi Shimon 
and his son hid from the Romans. For 13 years 
the two fugitives managed to live from the tree’s 
fruit. 

 

4. A walk in the park 
There is also a custom to visit open fields on 
Lag BaOmer. What better place to practice our 
next two customs?  

 

5. Reach in, go out 
Some have a custom of shooting a bow and 
arrow, commemorating the midrashic tradition 
that no rainbow was seen during Rabbi Shimon’s 
lifetime. Rainbows remind us of G‑d’s promise 
after the flood to never again devastate the 
world. Rabbi Shimon’s merit protected the 
world, rendering the rainbow superfluous. 

 

6. Spread some light! 
The earliest recorded mention of the custom of 
lighting bonfires was from the famed Mishnaic 
commentator Rabbi Ovadiah of Bartenura. To-


