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THURSDAY 18 April 
¨ Search for Chometz at nightfall 

FRIDAY 19 April— Erev Pesach  
¨ Shacharis (1st minyan): 6:15 am  
           (2nd minyan): 7:30 am. Thank you 
  Rabbi Ricky Seeff. 
¨ A Siyum  will follow for all first-born males 

and fathers of first-born males under Bar 
Mitzvah.  

¨ Last chance to sell chometz: 8:30 am 
¨ Chometz may be eaten until 9:45 am 
¨ Burning of chometz before 10:30 am 
¨ Candle- lighting:  5:30 pm (Blessings for Yom 

Tov & Shehecheyanu) 
¨ N.B. Light a 24-hour candle now for tomor-

row night’s flame. 
¨ Full Yom Tov Service: 6:00 pm 

we no longer bring the sacrifice. Today, we still 
eat the matzah and bitter herbs without the 
lamb, and then eat an extra piece of matzah, 
known as the afikoman, to remind us of the miss-
ing meat.  
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A man hears from a doctor that his end is near 
so he heads over to a lawyer to write  a will.  The 
secretary watches as the man walks into the Law-
yer’s office and three minutes later the man 
walks off in a huff.  

 

 “Can I help you?” asks the secretary, dashing 
after the obviously upset man. 
 

“HELP ME? THIS GUY IS CRAZY! I asked 
him to help me write a will and he says to 
me:  ‘sure, let me just ask you a few questions 
and then leave it all to me.’  “I’ve heard before 
how lawyers are dishonest but this just takes the 
cake!” 

URGENT APPEAL 
The Rabbi’s Pesach Fund Needs YO U! 

Please respond generously ASAP 
RABBI GOLDMAN  

DISCRETIONARY FUND 
FNB; Norwood, Code 258 624 

Account 503 600 89 202 
Thank you and G-d bless you! 
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Does every cloud really have a silver lining? Is 
there always a blessing in disguise inside every 
curse? Well, admittedly, it isn’t that easy to 
discern but, theologically, we most certainly 
do believe in the concept. 

 

This week’s Torah reading deals with the pu-
rification of those afflicted by the strange 
leprous- like malady known as tzoraas (a word 
uncannily similar to tzorres!). The Parsha re-
counts different types of tzoraas manifesta-
tions – on a person’s body, in his clothes or 
even in the walls of his house. In the latter 
case, if after the necessary quarantine period 
the stain had still not receded, the stones of 
the affected wall would have to be removed 
and replaced with new ones.  

 

Now imagine the walls of your house being 
demolished. Is that a blessing or a curse? No 
doubt the homeowner in question did not 
feel himself particularly blessed. But, accord-
ing to Rashi, the previous Canaanite owners 
would bury their treasures inside the very 
walls of their homes. The only way an Israel-
ite would ever discover those hidden valua-
bles in his newly acquired home was if the 
stones of the house would be removed. When 
this happened, it didn’t take long for the poor 
unfortunate tzoraas-afflicted homeowner to be 
transformed into the wealthy heir of a new 
found fortune. Suddenly his dark cloud was 
filled with linings of silver, gold and all kinds 
of precious objects. For him, in a moment, 
the curse became blessing.  

 

Some time ago a friend’s business went into 
liquidation. Naturally, he was absolutely dev-
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astated. After a while, he opened a new business 
which, thank G-d, prospered. He later confessed to 
me that in retrospect he was able to see how the 
earlier bankruptcy was truly a blessing. I still re-
member his words, “Before we were working for 
the banks, now we are working for our families.”  

 

A woman in my congregation was suffering from 
heart disease and the doctors said she really needed 
bypass surgery. But she also had too many other 
medical complications which made a heart opera-
tion too dangerous to contemplate. Her quality of 
life was very poor. If she went for a walk, she 
would have to stop and rest every few minutes. 
Nor was she able to visit her children overseas. 
Then, one day, she suffered a heart attack. She was 
rushed into hospital and the doctors said her only 
chance of survival was an emergency bypass opera-
tion. There was a 50/50 chance of success, but if 
they didn’t do it she had no chance at all. They 
performed the surgery and, thank G-d, she made a 
full recovery enjoying many years of greatly im-
proved quality of life with nachas from children and 
grandchildren. For years she would joke, “Thank 
G-d I had a heart attack. I got my bypass!” It was 
no joke. 

 

It would be naïve to suggest that it always works 
out this way so quickly. Life isn’t so simple and I 
am not that simplistic. Sometimes it takes much 
longer to see the good that is hidden in the trau-
mas and difficulties of life. But we will continue to 
believe that G-d is good, that He really does want 
the best for us and that, one day with hindsight, we 
will be able to look back and see how each of our 
frustrations did somehow serve us well in the long 
term. 

 



All of us will at one time or another experience 
disappointments in life. The challenge is to learn 
from those disappointments and grow from 
them. Who knows if the wiser, more sensitive 
person we become is not the silver lining itself?  

 

In general, there are two qualities which form a 
powerful combination to help us appreciate that 
there is a hidden goodness inside every misfor-
tune – faith and patience. With faith that there is 
a higher, better purpose to life and with patience 
to bide our time for its revelation, we will be able 
to persevere and weather the crises of life.  

 

Please G-d, may we all find our silver linings 
soon.  
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Last week’s Parshah described the signs of 
the metzora (commonly mistranslated as “leper”) 
-  a person afflicted by a spiritual malady which 
places him or her in a state of ritual impurity. 
This week’s Torah reading begins by detailing 
how the recovered metzora is purified by 
the kohen (priest) with a special procedure in-
volving two birds, spring water in  an earthen 
vessel, a piece of cedar wood, a scarlet thread 
and a bundle of hyssop. 

 

A home can also be afflicted with tzaraat by the 
appearance of dark red or green patches on 
its walls. In a process lasting as long as nineteen  
days, a kohen determines if the house can be pu-
rified, or whether it must be demolished. 

 

Ritual impurity is also engendered through a 
seminal or other discharge in a man, and men-
struation or other discharge of blood in a wom-
an, necessitating purification through immersion 
in a mikvah. 
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Question: 
How authentic is the story of the Israelite Exo-
dus from Egypt? From the Aztecs to the Atheni-
ans, every nation has myths about their origins. 
Is the Exodus story not just a Jewish legend, our 
nation's attempt to glorify its beginnings?  

 

Answer: 
Mythology is a great image booster. There's 

nothing like a good legend to lift a nation's confi-
dence. That's why most peoples of the world 
claim to have powerful forebears, like great kings 
and mighty warriors. Some go so far as saying that 
their forefathers were demi-gods, born from cos-
mic mixed-marriages between divine beings and 
humans. These stories are self- serving, with little 
resemblance to actual history. But they are useful. 
During the lower points of a nation's history, at 
least they can reminisce on their noble and power-
ful past. 

 

But imagine a nation claiming to come from lowly 
and ignoble origins. What purpose would that 
serve? Why would people invent an embarrassing 
legend about themselves? Yet the Jews proudly 
declare a most undignified beginning: we began as 
a slave nation. Every year we retell the Exodus 
saga, and say: "We were slaves to Pharaoh in 
Egypt." Certainly not a great pedigree. Even the 
escape from Egypt cannot be accredited to our 
own power: "G‑d took us out of there with a 
mighty hand and an outstretched arm." G‑d had 
to "reach out" and save us. What an unheroic 
heritage! 

 

People don't make up stories like that, certainly 
not about themselves. It must be true. And we 
can be proud of it. There's no need to cover up 
our humble beginnings. The Jewish belief is that 
greatness is not a thing of our past; it lies ahead. 
The Jewish story has the power to inspire, not by 
glorying in an illustrious past, but rather by prom-
ising a brighter future. We were slaves, but we 
have a destiny to bring freedom to the world. 

 

The children of demi-gods are today subjects for 
archaeologists and historians. The children 
of Israel, descendants of simple slaves, are alive 
and thriving. No matter where you come from 
and how low your starting point may be, G‑d can 
reach out to you. You too can transcend your 
limitations, and become free. 
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1.    Pesach Is the Most Widely Celebrated 
Jewish Holiday 
There’s something about Pesach, the first holiday 
given to the Jewish people by G‑d, that speaks 

those in Jewish homes in Munich, with the differ-
ences limited almost entirely to nuances in the 
vowels and the songs in the back of the book. At 
its core, the Haggadah tells the story of how G‑d 
took our ancestors out of Egyptian slavery. As 
per the Torah’s command, we tell this story to 
our children (and ourselves) every single year, 
finding new depth and new meaning in every 
retelling. 

 

6.  Fine Wine Is Divine 
Throughout the Seder evening, everyone drinks 
four cups of (ideally red) wine. For some reason, 
there’s a persistent idea out there that Seder wine 
needs to be gloopy sweet stuff that tastes like 
cough syrup. At one time the idea that this kind 
of wine was part of a Jewish diet was so ingrained 
that Schapiro’s Wine advertised (in Y iddish) that 
their wine was so thick you could almost cut it 
with a knife! Thankfully, there are hundreds of 
high-quality kosher wines out there, so go out 
and get some happiness in a bottle— enough for 
every Seder participant to have four cups full. 

 

7.  Four Squared 
Did you ever notice how many elements of the 
Pesach Seder come in groups of four? Four sons, 
four questions, four cups of wine (in some 
homes, it feels like four hours until the food is 
served!) What’s the significance? The most com-
mon answer is that all these fours correspond to 
the four terms G‑d used when promising to take 
the people out of Egypt. 

 

8.  The Fifth Son 
There are four sons spoken about in the Hagga-
dah. Sure one is wise and one is wicked, but 
they’re all there at the Seder. But what about the 
Jew who doesn’t show up for the Seder at all? 
In a letter penned to Jews worldwide in 1957, 
the Lubavitcher Rebbe, of righteous memory, 
urged every Jew to acknowledge and invite the 
“fifth son,” the Jew who would otherwise not be 
at the Seder, or even aware of Passover. Do you 
feel like the fifth son or daughter? There’s a spot 
for you at a Seder table. Don’t be shy. 

 

9.  Lamb,  Anyone? 
In ancient times, the centre of the Pesach cele-
bration was the Passover lamb, which was sacri-
ficed in the Holy Temple and then eaten with 
matzah and bitter herbs as a dessert at the end of 
the Pesach meal. Roman invaders destroyed the 
Temple in Jerusalem nearly 2,000 years ago, and 

deeply to the Jewish soul. According to the 2014 
Pew Portrait of American Jews, the Passover 
Seder is celebrated by even more Jewish people 
than Yom Kippur and Chanukah. 

 

2.    Pesach for All! 
Giving to those less fortunate is the hallmark of 
Judaism and the Jewish people. Before Passover, 
funds are collected to ensure that everyone can 
celebrate the Holiday of Freedom in style. 
The Jerusalem Talmud records that Jewish com-
munities would make collections of maot chitim, 
literally “wheat money,” before Passover. To 
find to a local maot chitim fund, contact your rab-
bi. 

 

3.  Live Leaven Free 
Bread is forbidden on Pesach. As Passover ap-
proaches, Jewish people can be found cleaning 
their houses, cars and offices. This is not a mere 
spring cleaning; it is a mission— to get rid 
of chametz, anything produced from grain that 
has risen. Even dishes are either purged or put 
away for the duration of the holiday, ensuring 
that no Jew owns or ingests even the smallest bit 
of chametz. 

 

4.  The Main Thing Is the Matzah 
If you can do only one (or two) things to cele-
brate Pesach, it’s this: eat a kezayit (a measure 
formally described as the size of an olive) of 
matzah after dusk on the first night of Passover, 
and then do it again on the next night. We lean 
while eating the matzah (as well as when drinking 
the four cups, and eating the korech sandwich 
and the afikoman) because in times gone by, eat-
ing while reclining was a sign of true freedom. 
Extra points if you eat the round handmade 
Shmurah Matzah. 

 

5.  The Most Popular Hebrew Book 
The Haggadah, the text around which the Passo-
ver Seder is based, is the most popular book in 
the history of Jewish printing, having gone 
through thousands of editions. Amazingly, there 
is very little variance between versions. The Hag-
gadahs used in Morocco are almost identical to 
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