
Nathan Fine  of I.deal Furnishers at Midway 
Mall, Bramley Gardens wishes all congre-
gants a Good Shabbos. Call 011-887-
5456/082-854-5706. Furniture ,  Bedding & 
Appliances.  

Vehicles wanted.   Any make,  any condi-
tion.   Best prices.  Phone ARNO LD 
O RKIN 082 823 7826  

Acknowledgements: Chabad.org, 
Please take Good Shabbos Sydenham home 

if you will only carry it within the Eiruv. 

What’s Nu?! 
The Barmy Boy 

Tomer Meir 
Mazal Tov to Idan & Hayley and grandparents 

Avraham & Bracha Meir. 
 

Calendar 
Shabbos Mevorchim Sivan 
Molad: Tuesday 05:21:06 

 Shacharis: 8:30 am; Shtibl: 8:45 am  

 Welcme back to our Guest Chazan, O shy 
Tugendhaft, in honur of his old friend, 
Hymie Sacks. 

 Brocha in the Seeff Hall sponsored in hon-
our of Tomer Meir’s  Bar Mitzvah and in 
honour of Hymie Sacks’  90th birthday. 

 Sushi & Black Label Farbrengen with a 
report back from Rebbetzin Estee Stern &  her 
ladies from the JWRP Israel Tour. 

 Mincha: 4:55 pm 

 Pirkei Avos: Chapter 5 

 Shabbos ends: 6:04 pm 

 Mincha next week: 5:25 pm 
 Yom Yerushalayim: Saturday night and 

Sunday 

Ladies Shavuos Shiur 
with Rebbetzin Estee Stern 
“A Romantic Relationship - 
G-d & the Jewish People” 

This Sunday morning 9am 
Sydenham Community Centre 
Coffee, tea and refreshments 

   12 May 2018            Parshas Behar-Bechukosai          27 Iyar 5778 

Are converts looked down upon in Judaism? 
Is conversion to our faith frowned upon?  To 
be sure, I have been privy to plenty of dispar-
aging remarks over the years -  ironically, of-
ten made by people who themselves are far 
from religiously observant. “A leopard 
doesn’t change its spots,” is one of the milder 
ones I’ve heard. But, never mind what certain 
individual Jews may say. What does Judaism 
say?  

 

The simple answer is that the classic, age-old 
definition of a Jew has always been “one born 
of a Jewish mother or one who has converted 
to Judaism according to Halacha.” So, provid-
ed the conversion process was supervised and 
performed by a valid, authentic Rabbinic 
body, a convert is just as Jewish as any born 
Jew. Those who would look down upon con-
verts should remember that some of our 
greatest Torah sages were descended from 
converts, including the legendary Rabbi Aki-
va.   

 

Furthermore, the Midrash contends that a 
genuine convert is more precious in G-d’s 
eyes than one who was born Jewish. Why? 
Because one born of a Jewish mother had no 
choice in the matter. If your mother is Jewish, 
you are Jewish. Period. You cannot surrender 
your birthright. Like it or not, it is a biological 
and spiritual fact of life. You can attempt to 
convert out of the Jewish faith but Judaism 
does not recognize such artificial alterations. 
A Jew is a Jew is a Jew. If you were born a 
Jew, you will die a Jew.  

 

But a convert did not have to become Jewish. 

Jews By Choice? 
by: Rabbi Yossy Goldman 

No one forced him or her into it. If anything, 
those electing to join the Jewish faith are aware of 
something called Anti-Semitism. Do they need it in 
their lives? Are they suicidal, or just plain stupid? 
Why would anyone in their right mind go looking 
for tzorris?!  Says the Midrash, one who does make 
that conscious, deliberate choice to embrace the G
-d of Abraham despite the unique unpopularity of 
the Children of Abraham, is someone worthy of G
-d’s special love. A Jew by choice is a Jew indeed. 

 

There remains a difficult passage in the Talmud 
(Yevamos 47b) that begs some elucidation. 
“Converts are as difficult for Israel as a blight!”-  
Not a very flattering depiction. A simple explana-
tion might be that when converts are insincere and 
they are not really committed to living a full Jewish 
life –  perhaps they converted for ulterior motives, 
like to marry a Jew -  then their failure to observe 
the commandments brings disrepute to Judaism 
and may have a negative ripple effect on other 
Jews.  

 

But there is also an alternative interpretation.  
Some understand the suggestion that converts are 
a blight upon Israel to mean that they give born 
Jews a bad name. Why? Because all too often con-
verts are more zealous than any other Jews in their 
commitment to the faith. Have we not seen con-
verts who are more frum and more passionate 
about Judaism than most born Jews?  A blight 
upon Israel would then mean that their deeper 
commitment and zealousness puts us to shame. 

 

This week, we read the Tochacha -  the Rebuke. A 
series of dire warnings to the Jewish people not to 
stray from G-d’s ways and the curses that will be-
fall us if we should, they are always read shortly 



before Shavuot, the Season of the Giving of 
the Torah. That moment at the mountain, 
when we stood at Sinai and experienced the 
great Revelation and the Ten Commandments 
was the moment when we became constitu-
tionally enfranchised as a nation. Shavuot 
marks the day when we were transformed 
from a family -  children of Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and Leah -  to a 
nation. That is the day we all converted to 
Judaism. We all became Jews at Sinai. This is 
one of the reasons why we read the Book of 
Ruth on Shavuot, as she is the paradigm of the 
righteous, sincere convert.  

 

So, every year at this time we read the sober-
ing Rebuke to prepare us for the reliving of 
the historic event when we, too, became 
“converts,” so that we should enter into our 
covenant with G-d sincerely and genuinely, in 
reverence and in awe.  

 

May all of us, those born or those who have 
become, be true Jews who will be true to our 
faith, our Torah and our tradition. May we 
accept the Torah anew with the passion and 
zeal of one who has just made that momen-
tous choice, the choice to become a Jew.    

 

Parsha Pointers 
Behar-Bechukosai: Artscroll pg 696;  

Living Torah pg 630 

 

On the mountain of Sinai, G‑d communicates 
to Moses the laws of the Sabbatical year: every 
seventh year, all work on the land should 
cease, and its produce becomes free for the 
taking for all, man and beast. 

 

Seven Sabbatical cycles are followed by a fifti-
eth year— the Jubilee year, on which work on 
the land ceases, all indentured servants are set 
free, and all ancestral estates in the Holy Land 
that have been sold revert to their original 
owners. Additional laws governing the sale of 
lands, and the prohibitions against fraud and 
usury, are also given. 

 

G‑d promises that if the people of Israel will keep 
His commandments, they will enjoy material pros-
perity and dwell secure in their homeland. But He 
also delivers a harsh “rebuke,” warning of the exile, 
persecution and other evils that will befall them if 
they abandon their covenant with Him. Neverthe-
less, “Even when they are in the land of their ene-
mies, I will not cast them away; nor will I ever ab-
hor them, to destroy them and to break My cove-
nant with them; for I am the L‑rd their G‑d.” 

 

The Parshah concludes with the rules on how to 
calculate the values of different types of pledges 
made to G‑d. 

 

Punishments or Gifts? 

For years I perceived G-d as an  
onlooker in my life 
By Gittle Gesina 

 

So, we answer the soul’s call. We learn about our 
roots, about the heritage bequeathed to us by our 
ancestors, and we make the transition to the reli-
gious way of life. We begin to observe Shabbat, 
keep kosher, adhere to the modest style of dress 
and participate in the numerous practices of the 
holidays. 

 

Yet something is amiss. The baggage of the past 
doesn’t seem to allow us to fully embrace the new 
life. Fears, anxieties and worries do not leave us so 
readily, even though we seem to be doing all the 
right things. Without attempting to make this essay 
dramatic, I would like to share my insight, which 
has shed more light on and deepened my relation-
ship with my Creator. 

 

I started to believe in G‑d in my adolescence. My 
adherence to Jewish practices steadily increased 
from age 16, and at 20, I undertook complete ob-
servance. I started to fulfill the commandments to 
the best of my knowledge and abilities. All seemed 
appropriate on the outside. What was on the in-
side? What about my personal, intimate relation-
ship with G‑d?  

 

I read numerous accounts on how one is to experi-
ence G‑d’s love and care, and I understood intel-
lectually that He is always with us. The subcon-
scious message, however, was different. I per-
ceived G‑d as an onlooker to my life. He was dis-
passionately watching from above as I struggled 
through the daily challenges, waiting for me to slip 
in order to shoot down the punishment. I con-
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thing that happens to us, whether good or bad, 
we can learn how to serve Him a little better, 
how to draw down His presence a little closer. 
The challenges set in front of us are never greater 
than we what can handle. G‑d is not only behind 
us, encouraging and cheering as we muster the 
strength to keep going, but He is beside us, 
breathing energy into us, and carrying us in His 
arms when we are unable to walk by ourselves. 
He is not out to break us, but to make us. 

 

Losing a job, becoming ill or any other calamity 
one can think of are not punishments. At first, 
they cause us to reach deeper and deeper into our 
own resources, until we realize that we can’t do it 
without Him. From that, the realization 
that nothing is possible without Him begins to 
infiltrate our minds and hearts, changing our 
frame of reference on the world from self-
centered to G‑d-centered, exactly as He wants it 
to be. I cannot perceive a source of greater com-
fort and security. 

 

In the course of my religious journey, I heard 
these explanations, read them, even spoke about 
them myself, but they never became a reality for 
me until I put them against my old, deeply rooted 
beliefs, which were the cause of all the fear, anxi-
ety and shame. Now, the process of shaking off 
the distorted childhood views and turning around 
to face mature reality is just beginning to take 
place. This slow and gentle process— as it infuses 
my soul with insights, inspiration, gratitude and 
humbleness— enables me to proclaim that every-
thing will only get better from now on. 

  

Live & Laugh 

 

A passenger in a taxi tapped the driver on the 
shoulder to ask him something. The driver 
screamed and lost control of the cab, nearly hit a 
bus and drove up over the curb, stopping inches 
from a large window. For a few moments every-
thing was silent in the cab. 

 

Then the driver quietly said, “Please don’t do 
that! You scared the daylights out of me.”  

 

The passenger, who was also frightened, apolo-
gized and said he didn’t realize a tap on the 
shoulder could startle someone so much— to 
which the driver replied, “It’s really not your 
fault. Today is my first day driving a cab. I’ve 
been driving a hearse for 25 years.” 

stantly feared something terrible happening if I 
let down my guard. I could not rely on anything 
because it could be taken away as a reprimand or 
a reminder not to be too cocky. Not only that, 
but G‑d could inflict pain on me at His whim. 

 

On the outside, intellectually, I accepted the 
Jewish view of G‑d as benevolent, compassion-
ate and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in 
kindness and truth. On the inside, subconscious-
ly, my old view persisted. 

 

During one of my journaling excursions, I at-
tempted to uncover the reasons for my fear of 
punishment and my shame for thinking that I 
deserved it. I realized that I was under the heavy 
influence of pagan ideology, which was further 
reinforced by the autocratic adult rule during my 
upbringing. Going against the established prac-
tices was wrong, and pain and suffering were self
- inflicted by my own disobedience and willful-
ness. Comfort was possible only if I dutifully 
complied with the expectations of me. 

 

To my surprise and relief, I was finally able to 
reconcile this subconscious indoctrination from 
childhood with my struggles as an adult. 

 

When people refer to negative occurrences in 
life as punishments, they operate along material-
istic guidelines. According to this view, the 
“bad” thing is anything which stands in the way 
of a person’s experiencing the pleasures and 
comforts of life. Losing a job means that there 
will be less money to get things one wants to 
have, to do the things one wants to do. An ill-
ness spells pain. There is frustration with not 
being able to enjoy sports, or even to do simple 
chores at one’s will. There seems to be no an-
swer as to why bad things happen— natural ca-
lamities, wars, death. One draws the conclusion 
that it must be that G‑d is a cruel G‑d, quick to 
punishment. This view fills one with anxiety and 
dread of the future. If it is good now, it means 
that it will get bad at some point. 

 

The spiritual approach offers another explana-
tion to life’s seemingly painful events. The un-
derlying principle of creation is that G‑d made 
this world for the purpose of serving Him with 
complete devotion and self-abandonment, mak-
ing this material existence into a dwelling place 
for Him. He is the Creator, and He causes every-
thing to run according to His will. With every-


