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It's not the first time in history such claims have 
been made: Alexander the Great once presided 
over a similar trial where the Egyptian claims 
were eventually defeated by the Jewish advocate 
calculating the back wages due for the 600,000 
slaves over 400 years and demanding payment 
first. The Egyptians did the math and fled.  

 

OK, so they owe us more than we owe them, 
but why did we take the money in the first place? 
The average slave presented with an uncertain 
chance at freedom would surely be too busy high
- tailing it out of the country to be worried about 
making the rounds begging for keepsakes from 
his former masters. 

 

Tradition relates otherwise. The "emptying out 
of Egypt" was such a priority that G‑d insisted, 
through Moses, that the Jews go door- to-door 
collecting. Commentators explain that G‑d in-
sisted that the Jews should become rich in order 
to fulfill His deal with our father Abraham, "Your 
descendents will be strangers in a strange land, be en-
slaved... and afterwards leave with great wealth". 

 

In Chassidic thought, this "looting" of Egypt's 
wealth is analogous to the spiritual riches the 
Jews accrued during their sojourn in Egypt. They 
left accompanied by treasures of gold and silver, 
but the real reason they were exiled to Egypt was 
for the spiritual remuneration obtainable. The 
years of slavery were marked by the physical 
hardships they encountered, but G‑d's intention 
was that their suffering should act as a "smelting 
pot"- - collecting, refining and elevating the ele-
ments of holiness lurking there and rendering the 
whole experience ultimately rewarding. 

 

Wherever one finds oneself, whatever one is 
doing, there is a purpose to be realized and spir-
itual profits to be pursued. The roads of life that 
we stumble down are not digressions on our 
journey, nor are the chains of desire that seek to 
enslave us undue restraints on our freedom. By 
overcoming all obstacles and fleeing from for-

eign masters we reach the pot of gold waiting at 
the end of our passage through life. 
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A pious man who had reached the age of 105 
suddenly stopped going to synagogue. Alarmed 
by the old fellow's absence after so many years of 
faithful attendance the Rabbi went to see him. 
He found him in excellent health, so the Rabbi 
asked, "How come after all these years we don't 
see you at services anymore?"  

 

The old man looked around and lowered his 
voice. I'll tell you, Rabbi," he whispered. "When I 
got to be 90 I expected G-d to take me any day. 
But then I got to be 95, then 100, then 105. So I 
figured that G-d is very busy and must have for-
gotten about me ..... and I don't want to remind 
Him." 
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The words ring out again and again in the 
biblical account of the Exodus story, as Mo-
ses repeatedly demands of the unrelenting 
Pharaoh that he grant the Jewish people their 
freedom. 

 

Actually, the precise words that Moses con-
veys to the stubborn monarch in the name 
of G‑d are, “Shalach ami v’yaavduni,” “Let My 
people go so that they may serve Me.” 

 

It is interesting to see how some expressions 
and phrases become memorable and popular, 
while others just don’t seem to catch on. “Let 
My People Go” became the theme song for 
the story of Egypt and the Exodus way be-
yond the Jewish community. It has been used 
as a catchphrase for a variety of political caus-
es. Unfortunately, the last Hebrew word of 
the phrase somehow got lost in the shuf-
fle: v’yaavduni— “that they may serve Me”—
never quite made it to the top of the charts. 
The drama of the Exodus captures our imagi-
nation, while the fact that that the purpose of 
leaving Egypt was to go to Sinai, receive 
G‑d’s Torah and fulfill Jewish destiny is less 
emphasized. The call to freedom excites the 
human spirit; the challenge of service and 
commitment, by contrast, doesn’t seem to 
elicit as much enthusiasm. 

 

I remember back in the early ’70s, when Jews 
the world over were demonstrating for their 
oppressed brethren in the then Soviet Union, 
demanding of the Russian government that 
they allow Jews the freedom to leave if they 
wanted to. Their rallying cry was, “Let My 
People Go!” Sadly, they left out the v’yaavduni. 
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We were so concerned about political liberties that 
we forgot a primary purpose of being free: to enjoy 
religious freedom and live fulfilled Jewish lives. 

 

Indeed, for so many of our Russian brethren, ob-
taining their exit visas and acquiring freedom of 
movement did little to help them reclaim their 
spiritual heritage and identity. Seventy years of 
organized atheism behind the Iron Curtain left 
their toll. We are delighted that they can live 
in Israel (or Brighton Beach), but the fact remains 
that far too many remain outside of the Jewish 
community and its spiritual orbit. 

 

In my own backyard, here in South Africa, this 
idea has become blatantly obvious. We have now 
enjoyed over fifteen years of democracy. There 
have been four free and fair elections where all 
citizens have had the opportunity to cast their bal-
lots. It was a long, hard struggle, but political free-
dom has been achieved. And yet, while confidence 
levels in our country’s future are at an all- time 
high, millions of people living here are still suffer-
ing from the very same hardships they endured 
under apartheid— ignorance, poverty and poor 
health. Nobel Peace Prize laureate Desmond Tutu 
has castigated the country’s black leaders for allow-
ing a situation where a small number of well-
connected blacks have become enriched while the 
masses remain impoverished. HIV/AIDS is still 
public enemy number one, and even the family 
members of some of the most high-profile political 
figures have succumbed to the deadly disease. 

 

It is clear that political freedom minus spiritual 
purpose equals disillusionment. Leaving Egypt 
without the vision of Sinai would be getting all 
dressed up with nowhere to go. It is not enough to�



let our people go. We have to take them some-
where. “That they may serve Me” means that we 
need to use our political freedom to experience 
the freedom and fulfillment of faith, and a life of 
spiritual purpose dedicated to G‑d’s service. 

 

3DUVKD�3RLQWHUV 
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The last three of the Ten Plagues are visited on 
Egypt: a swarm of locusts devours all the crops 
and greenery; a thick, palpable darkness envelops 
the land; and all the firstborn of Egypt are killed 
at the stroke of midnight of the 15th of the 
month of Nissan. 

 

G-d commands the first mitzvah to be given to 
the people of Israel: to establish a calendar based 
on the monthly rebirth of the moon. The Israel-
ites are also instructed to bring a "Passover of-
fering" to G-d: a lamb or kid is to be slaughtered 
and its blood sprinkled on the doorposts and 
lintel of every Israelite home, so that G-d should 
pass over these homes when He comes to kill 
the Egyptian firstborn. The roasted meat of the 
offering is to be eaten that night together with 
matzah (unleavened bread) and bitter herbs. 

 

The death of the firstborn finally breaks Phar-
aoh's resistance and he literally drives the Chil-
dren of Israel from his land. So hastily do they 
depart, there is no time for their dough to rise, 
and the only provisions they take along are un-
leavened. Before they go, they ask their Egyptian 
neighbors for gold, silver and garments, draining 
Egypt of its wealth. 

 

The Children of Israel are commanded to conse-
crate all firstborn and to observe the anniversary 
of the Exodus each year by removing all leaven 
from their possession for seven days, eating mat-
zah, and telling the story of their redemption to 
their children. They are also commanded to wear 
tefillin on the arm and head as a reminder of the 
Exodus and their resultant commitment to G-d. 
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Dear reader, 
I see miracles all the time. Walking, talking mira-
cles. 

If I would be on the lookout, I would notice 
many more of these living miracles. But every 
once in a while, the miracle just stares me in the 
eye and it becomes too hard to ignore. 

 

Like the Holocaust survivor I met, who saw hor-
rors that no mortal eye should see, yet refuses to 
miss his daily prayers. 

 

Or the young woman with flaming red curls who 
approached me after my hair-covering lecture to 
tell me she plans to cover her beautiful locks once 
she marries, but wants advice on how to sensitive-
ly approach her parents so they don’t feel rejected 
by her lifestyle change. 

 

Or the woman who had an abusive childhood and 
who would be justified in giving in to bouts of 
depression, but is determined to use her experi-
ence instead to grow spiritually and bring joy to 
our world. 

 

Or the man I met in a small European town who 
decided to uproot himself and move to a new 
country, a new language and a new career in order 
to find and marry a Jewish woman. 

 

These are all miracles. The repercussions of each 
of these nature-defying acts are world-shattering. 

 

These are people inspired to bring positive change 
to their lives. People who don’t allow the natural 
heavy pull of inertia, pain or disillusionment to 
hold them back from achieving greatness. People 
who break all barriers to connect with their divine 
soul. 

 

In this week’s Torah portion, after the miraculous 
ten plagues are visited on the Egyp-
tians, G‑d commands Moses, “This month shall 
be to you the head of the months; to you it shall 
be the first of the months of the year.” (Exodus 
12:2) 

 

Up until this point, Tishrei, the month of creation, 
was considered the first month of the year. Alt-
hough Tishrei still begins the new year, when 
counting the months Nisan is considered the first 
month, and Tishrei the seventh. 

 

When G‑d created the world, He set up divine 
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15th of Nissan, and that is exactly when the Isra-
elites left Egypt. Aries was rendered impotent at 
its very moment of strength. 

 

But there's more. The Israelites ate a festive meal 
on the night before the exodus, and the main 
course was lamb roasted on a spit. They were 
openly eating the Egyptian deity— the ram— in 
front of the Egyptians, under the full moon of 
the strongest month, and they got away with it. 

 

The message is unmistakable. The world is not 
run by capricious forces and amoral star signs. 
There is a G‑d who rules heaven and earth, who 
cares for the innocent and exacts justice upon the 
corrupt. To the stars, our actions make no differ-
ence. To G‑d, our actions matter tremendously. 
The zodiac demands nothing from us. G‑d, how-
ever, demands we live a life of goodness.  

 

The Israelites themselves didn't always get this 
message. After the Exodus, some in the Israelite 
camp suggested that while the ram of Egypt 
(Aries) had indeed been trumped, it was not 
G‑d's doing, rather the next star sign, Taurus the 
bull, who had beaten Aries. And so they built 
the Golden Calf— an idol honoring Taurus. It's 
tempting to fall back on idolatrous beliefs be-
cause they relieve us of responsibility. But they 
also rob us of our freedom.  

 

Passover celebrates not only the Israelites’ free-
dom from Egyptian slavery, but also freedom 
from being bound by destiny. Our lives are not 
subject to the impersonal forces of the zodiac. 
We are free to rise above the limitations of fate 
and conquer our birth signs. Your fortunes may 
predict one course for your life, but you are free 
to create another. This idea was brought home 
on the night of the full moon of Aries. 
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"Speak to the Children of Israel, and they shall borrow 
from their neighbors gold and silver vessels"  (Final in-
structions before the Exodus— Exodus 11:2) 

 

Did you follow the news stories last year about 
the Egyptian Law Professor who was initiating a 
suit against world Jewry before the International 
Court of Justice? He demanded the Jews return 
the gold and silver that their ancestors had taken 
with them on their way out. 

 

forces, which we call nature, to govern it. Mira-
cles were the exception. Therefore Tishrei, the 
month in which the world and its natural forces 
came into being, was considered the primary 
month. 

 

But then came the birth of the Jewish people, a 
nation that would become living, walking mira-
cles. The miraculous Exodus and our subse-
quent survival throughout our tumultuous histo-
ry defy the very laws of nature. The existence of 
the Jewish people proves that when you are at-
tached to G‑d and His Torah, you are not sub-
ject to natural limitations. 

 

And the most profound way in which we trans-
cend nature is by fusing heaven and earth, by 
breaking through our physical and emotional 
limitations, striving higher and bringing an 
awareness of an infinite G‑d into this finite, ma-
terial world. 

 

Here’s to a week full of living miracles! 

:K\�LV�3DVVRYHU�RQ�D�)XOO�
0RRQ" 

%\��5DEEL�$URQ�0RVV 
 

Question: 
I am very connected to the zodiac and was won-
dering if there is a link between the stars and the 
timing of Passover. I have also noticed that 
the Seder always coincides with the full moon. 
What is the significance of all this?  

 

Answer: 
There is indeed deep astrological significance to 
the date of Passover. We celebrate the festival of 
freedom on the 15th of the Jewish month 
of Nissan, the night the Israelites were freed 
from Egypt. This is the full moon of the month 
of Aries, the ram. 
 

The Egyptians worshipped the ram as a god. 
Aries is the leader of the star signs, the first and 
most powerful, and the Egyptians saw them-
selves as the leaders of the world, receiving their 
strength and fortitude from their god, the ram. 

 

So the strongest time for the Egyptians would 
have been the month of Aries, when their god is 
ascendant, and the strongest day of that month 
would be its full moon. 

 

Egyptian power would reach its zenith on the 


