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Europeans are as irrational in their hatred toward 
Israel as their for-bearers were in their hatred 
toward their Jewish neighbors. 

 

As author Amos Oz once aptly observed: the 
walls of his grandparents' Europe were covered 
with graffiti saying, "Jews, go to Palestine." Now 
they say, "Jews, get out of Palestine," by which is 
meant Israel. 

 

Who do these western European bigots think 
they're fooling? Only fools who want to be 
fooled in the interest of denying that they are 
manifesting new variations on their grandpar-
ents' old biases. 

 

Any objective person with an open mind, open 
eyes, and an open heart must see the double 
standard being applied to the nation-state of the 
Jewish people. Many doing so are the grandchil-
dren of those who lethally applied a double 
standard to the Jews of Europe in the 1930s and 
1940s. 

 

For shame! 
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Little Mikey Siegel was playing rough with his 
dog Nudnick. His mother said to him, "Now, 
Mikey, I know you love Nudnik, but maybe you 
are loving him a little too much. How would you 
feel if someone huge picked you up and 
squeezed you so hard you couldn't breathe?"  

 

Mikey thought a moment and then said, "I guess 
I'd feel like whenever Bubby is here!" 
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My cholesterol is sky high; the boss is unhappy 
with my performance; my wife is threatening to 
leave, and now the lousy car broke down. For 
G-d’s sake, why does everything happen to me? 
Do I deserve this? Am I really such a terrible 
person?  

 

Sound familiar? As a rabbi, I have certainly 
heard this, and similar questions asked many 
times over the years. Implicit in the question is 
the assumption that any suffering or misfor-
tune that befalls us must be some form of Di-
vine retribution; surely, it must be a punish-
ment from G-d. But if I’m such a good guy 
why then should I deserve such punishment? 
And, if on top of that, we also believe that G-d 
is good, then this is too mind-boggling for a 
mere mortal like me to work out. 

 

So, what if I told you that punishment is only 
one of an infinite number of possible scenarios 
to explain your predicament? There are a great 
many conceivable explanations and interpreta-
tions for human suffering. In fact, it might not 
be a punishment at all. So don’t be in such a 
hurry to make all these assumptions.  
 

In the portion of Bechukotai read this week, 
we come across a section known as the Re-
buke. It is an ominous warning of the troubles 
that will befall Israel should we stray from the 
G-dly path. The mystics teach that even those 
frightening punishments are actually hidden 
blessings that simply cannot be perceived at 
face value.  

 

I remember hearing an interesting analogy on 
this theme from the well-known author Rabbi 
Dr AJ Twerski. A mom takes her toddler to the 
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doctor. The doctor prepares to give the child a 
vaccination that is done by injection. The kid isn’t 
stupid. He sees trouble coming, so he doesn’t 
make it easy for the doctor. In fact, mom must 
hold the child down while the doctor administers 
the injection, and throughout, the kid is screaming 
and shouting. Not a minute later the child is sud-
denly burying his face in mom’s shoulder, desper-
ately seeking solace in his mother’s embrace. And 
the question is why? Isn’t mom a traitor to the 
cause? Didn’t she side with the opposition just a 
moment ago? Was she not an accomplice to the 
crime when she held him down while the doctor 
attacked him? Why is this child suddenly finding 
comfort on mom’s shoulder? She is the enemy! 

 

The answer is that every child knows intuitively 
that his mother loves him and wants only the best 
for her child. Even if there be a momentary lapse, 
he knows it will be short- lived.  After this fleeting 
test of faith, the innate and essential bond of love 
between mother and child is quickly re-established. 
 

And so it is with our Father in Heaven (Mother?). 
Sometimes we may feel angry; it seems as if He has 
joined forces with Satan. Why does He allow all 
these terrible misfortunes to befall us? And yet, we 
know that He really and truly does love us. After 
all is said and done, we are His children. Does the 
mother in the clinic hate her child? Is she punish-
ing him? G-d forbid. Does the doctor want to hurt 
the child? Of course not (unless he’s a dentist or a 
physiotherapist!). Just as a child is pacified by his 
mother, so is the Jew comforted by the knowledge 
and conviction that G-d loves us. And if there is 
pain and suffering, then it must be some form of 
injection, which is short- term pain for a long- term 
benefit.  



 

To us it may remain a mystery but to G-d there 
is always a cosmic connection and, in Tevye’s 
immortal words, a vast eternal plan. The child 
doesn’t understand or appreciate an injection, 
and neither can we adults fathom the divine vac-
cinations we must put up with from time to 
time. Nevertheless, we accept in good faith that 
somehow there is a reason -  and even a good 
reason -  behind all our problems. It may not be 
revealed to us in this world, only in the next. So 
we do need a fair amount of patience. Personal-
ly, I’m prepared to handle living in suspense. 

 

In our moments of misery and days of distress, 
let us remember that our loving Father in Heav-
en is surely no less caring than the mother in the 
doctor’s rooms. Despite our difficulties, He still 
loves us.� 
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G‑d promises that if the people of Israel will 
keep His commandments, they will en-
joy material prosperity and dwell securely in their 
homeland. But He also delivers a harsh 
“rebuke,” warning of the exile, persecution and 
other evils that will befall them if they abandon 
their covenant with Him. 

 

Nevertheless, “Even when they are in the land 
of their enemies, I will not cast them away; nor 
will I ever abhor them, to destroy them and to 
break My covenant with them; for I am the 
L‑rd their G‑d.” 

 

The Parshah concludes with the rules on how to 
calculate the values of different types of pledges 
made to G‑d, and the mitzvah of tithing produce 
and livestock. 
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Why are so many of the grandchildren of Nazis 
and Nazi collaborators who brought us the Hol-
ocaust once again declaring war on the Jews?  

 

Why have we seen such an increase in anti-
Semitism and irrationally virulent anti-Zionism 
in Western Europe?  

 

To answer these questions, a myth must first be 
exposed. That myth is the one perpetrated by the 
French, the Dutch, the Norwegians, the Swiss, the 
Belgians, the Austrians, and many other western 
Europeans: namely that the Holocaust was solely 
the work of German Nazis aided perhaps by some 
Polish, Ukrainian, Latvian, Lithuanian, and Esto-
nian collaborators. 

 

False. 

 

The Holocaust was perpetrated by Europeans: by 
Nazi sympathizers and collaborators among the 
French, Dutch, Norwegians, Swiss, Belgians, Aus-
trians and other Europeans, both Western and 
Eastern. 

 

If the French government had not deported to 
the death camps more Jews than their German 
occupiers asked for; if so many Dutch and Belgian 
citizens and government officials had not cooper-
ated in the roundup of Jews; if so many Norwe-
gians had not supported Quisling; if Swiss govern-
ment officials and bankers had not exploited Jews; 
if Austria had not been more Nazi than the Nazis, 
the Holocaust would not have had so many Jew-
ish victims. 

 

In light of the widespread European complicity in 
the destruction of European Jewry, the pervasive 
anti-Semitism and irrationally hateful anti-Zionism 
that has recently surfaced throughout Western 
Europe toward Israel should surprise no one. 

 

"Oh no," we hear from European apologists. 
"This is different. We don't hate the Jews. We 
only hate their nation- state. Moreover, the Nazis 
were right-wing. We are left-wing, so we can't be 
anti-Semites."  

 

Nonsense. 

 

The hard left has a history of anti-Semitism as 
deep and enduring as the hard right. The line 
from Voltaire to Karl Marx, to Levrenti Beria, to 
Robert Faurisson, to today's hard- left Israel bash-
ers is as straight as the line from Wilhelm Mars to 
the persecutors of Alfred Dreyfus to Hitler. 

 

The Jews of Europe have always been crushed 
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ership acknowledges will remain part of Israel in 
any peace deal, Oxfam parts ways with Scarlett 
Johansson for advertising a soda company that 
employs hundreds of Palestinians  

 

Keep in mind that Oxfam has provided "aid and 
material support" to two anti- Israel terrorist 
groups, according to the Tel Aviv-based Israeli 
Law Group. 

 

The hypocrisy of so many hard- left western Eu-
ropeans would be staggering if it were not so 
predictable based on the sordid history of West-
ern Europe's treatment of the Jews. 

 

Even England, which was on the right side of the 
war against Nazism, has a long history of anti-
Semitism, beginning with the expulsion of the 
Jews in 1290 to the notorious White Paper of 
1939, which prevented the Jews of Europe from 
seeking asylum from the Nazis in British-
mandated Palestine... And Ireland, which vacillat-
ed in the war against Hitler, boasts some of the 
most virulent anti- Israel rhetoric. 

 

The simple reality is that one cannot understand 
the current western European left-wing war 
against the nation-state of the Jewish people 
without first acknowledging the long- term Euro-
pean war against the Jewish people themselves. 

 

Theodore Herzl understood the pervasiveness 
and irrationality of European anti-Semitism, 
which led him to the conclusion that the only 
solution to Europe's Jewish problem was for 
European Jews to leave that bastion of Jew ha-
tred and return to their original homeland, which 
is now the State of Israel. 

 

None of this is to deny Israel's imperfections or 
the criticism it justly deserves for some of its 
policies. But these imperfections and deserved 
criticism cannot even begin to explain, much less 
justify, the disproportionate hatred directed 
against the only nation-state of the Jewish people 
and the disproportionate silence regarding the far 
greater imperfections and deserved criticism of 
other nations and groups including the Palestini-
ans. 

 

Nor is this to deny that many western European 
individuals and some western European coun-
tries have refused to succumb to the hatred 
against the Jews or their state. The Czech Repub-
lic comes to mind. But far too many western 

between the Black and the Red -  victims of ex-
tremism whether it be the ultra-nationalism of 
Khmelnitsky to the ultra-anti-Semitism of Stalin. 
"But some of the most strident anti-Zionists are 
Jews, such as Norman Finkelstein and even Is-
raelis such as Gilad Atzmon. Surely they can't be 
anti-Semites?"  

 

Why not? Gertrude Stein and Alice Toklas col-
laborated with the Gestapo. Atzmon, a hard 
leftist, describes himself as a proud self-hating 
Jew and admits that his ideas derive from a no-
torious anti-Semite. 

 

He denies that the Holocaust is historically 
proved but he believes that Jews may well have 
killed Christian children to use their blood to 
bake Passover matzah. And he thinks it's 
"rational" to burn down synagogues. 

 

Finkelstein believes in an international Jewish 
conspiracy that includes Steven Spielberg, Leon 
Uris, Eli Wiesel, and Andrew Lloyd Webber! 
"But Israel is doing bad things to the Palestini-
ans," the European apologists insist, "and we are 
sensitive to the plight of the underdog."  

 

No, you're not! Where are your demonstrations 
on behalf of the oppressed Tibetans, Georgians, 
Syrians, Armenians, Kurds, or even Ukrainians? 
Where are your BDS movements against the 
Chinese, the Russians, the Cubans, the Turks, or 
the Assad regime?  

 

Only the Palestinians, only Israel? Why? Not 
because the Palestinians are more oppressed 
than these and other groups. 

 

Only because their alleged oppressors are Jews 
and the nation- state of the Jews. Would there be 
demonstrations and BDS campaigns on behalf 
of the Palestinians if they were oppressed by 
Jordan or Egypt?  

 

Oh, wait! The Palestinians were oppressed by 
Egypt and Jordan... Gaza was an open-air prison 
between 1948 and 1967, when Egypt was the 
occupying power. And remember Black Septem-
ber, when Jordan killed more Palestinians than 
Israel did in a century? I don't remember any 
demonstration or BDS campaigns - -  because 
there weren't any. 

 

When Arabs occupy or kill Arabs, Europeans go 
ho-hum. But when Israel opens a soda factory in 
Maale Adumim, which even the Palestinian lead-


