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President’s Message
By Laurie Walowitz

A friend recently sent me a text - it read -
“Are you going through it or growing through it?”

At first read, I admit, I was puzzled. That morning, he had also sent me links to two articles he 
thought I would be interested in.  I went back and skimmed them both, wondering if this question 
was referring back to one of the articles.

Finding nothing, and really looking at that text, I realized the question had nothing to do with the 
articles and everything to do with life.  Those nine very basic words were packed with so much 
wisdom.  At every turn, life presents us with something to grow from, provided that is the way we 
view it.

And so, my challenge to you is to periodically ask yourself, as you go through the day - the week 
- the month - the year - am I going through it or growing through it?  I have found experiences to 
be so much richer when I am growing through them rather than simply going through them - 
especially the stressful ones!

And speaking of growing - there are so many opportunities to stretch yourself and grow within our 
CBE community and, I hope, during this next holiday season (they just keep on coming, don’t 
they?!?) that you will make the time to participate.

Our wonderful CBE staff (thank you to Luke and Elizabeth!) make an effort to keep the calendar 
on our website up to date - if you are unsure about all that is happening - or if you accidentally 
deleted an email about a specific happening - you can find all of the information about upcoming 
events on our website  www.bethevergreen.org - the Alternative Gift Fair is coming up, there are 
many special musical Shabbat services scheduled, yoga, Mussar, Book Club, learning opportunities 
with Rabbi Jamie, hikes, youth programming, and so much more.
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Holy Places, Holy Times
By Rabbi Jamie Arnold

 In a span of less than 50 days since Yom Kippur earlier this fall, with 
your support, we have built a beautiful outdoor amphitheater at CBE.  
This is worthy of a celebration!  And thanks to new CBE member 
Russell Weisfield, I was reminded on the Yom Kippur afternoon hike 
that there is an Ethiopian Jewish Holiday celebrated 50 days after 
Yom Kippur.  The holiday is called Sigd, which means prostration, 
an expression of devotion and acceptance.  Sigd also invokes the 
living memory of Moses’ first encounter with God’s voice while 
standing atop a mountain before a burning bush, receiving and 
accepting the call to return to Egypt and free the Hebrew slaves.  
For many reasons beyond the coincidence of timing (and its proximity to my 52nd birthday), we 
elected to link the dedication and naming of our new amphitheater with Sigd.  There will be two 
distinct, yet interconnected celebrations on Friday, November 5 and Saturday, November 6, 2021, 
Shabbat Toledot.  And this is just the beginning of the innovations and inspirational connections we 
are weaving at CBE.

Sacred Words, Soulfull Music.  
“The stone the builders [habonim] rejected will become the cornerstone [of the new sanctuary].”(Psalm 
118:22)  I first learned these words from a Bob Marley song.  Later, I encountered them in the writings 
of Jewish feminists of the late 20th Century.  The verse gives eloquent expression to both the pain of 

Article continued on page 5
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Midah Of The Month For November & December
November - Zehirut (Watchfulness, mindfulness)
“ Zehirut comes from the Hebrew root for the word “shine.” When we are watchful, we strive 
to stay “lit up” at all times without letting our attention fade; we shine a streetlamp on the road 
ahead of us and look carefully before we proceed. By staying watchful, we may be able to 
avoid mistakes or pitfalls before they even happen, sparing ourselves potential regret in the 
future.” (SWFS.org) 

Practice
Try the phrase “I notice...” as a daily aspiration.

December - Rachamim (Compassion)
 In Hebrew, the word rachamim shares the same root with the word for “womb”.  In English, 
the word “compassion” comes from the Latin words for “with” and “suffer”. “It is the 
boundaryless love of a mother for her child, a love that stems from the deep knowledge that 
the child is both of her and not of her.” (Sefaria.org)

Enjoy this video  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Ef5dRyvQ1Y.  While it is an excellent 
resource for savlanut (patience), I offer it here as an insight to rachamim in our daily lives.  
Both the need and desire for connection help fill the wells of perseverance and patience and 
allow them to access loving sympathy in the face of human frailty.  

Practice
Watch the video.  In what ways did Yonatan show compassion for his mother?  In what ways 
did he show compassion for himself?
  
If you don’t get a chance to see the video, try a daily routine of noticing an instinctive reactivity 
to something or someone and relax your judgement before responding.   
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Calendar

These events have been scheduled with COVID-19 in mind. As 
health regulations & precautionary measures are constantly 
changing, this calendar may be revised. Also, we may choose 
to revise these digital offerings at any time; please see https://
bethevergreen.org/calendar/ for the most current information.

Wednesday, November 3
9:30AM  Free yoga class. Please contact Jennifer Reeve (Jennifer@

RememberYourWings.com) for m ore information.
4:30PM CBE Religious School in session.

Thursday, November 4 
1PM  Midday Mussar via ZOOM. Topic: Jewish Values. All are 

welcome!
4:30PM Hamakom Baderech in session.
7PM Israel: A Deeper Look, Session 3.

Friday, November 5 - Rosh Hodesh Kislev/Shabbat Toldot
9AM Music & Meditation with Rabbi Jamie via ZOOM.
1PM Chief Mountain Hike and Sigd Meditation.
6PM Sigd Shabbat with guest speaker Naftali Aklum.

Saturday, November 6
12PM Amphitheater Opening: Naming & Dedication Ceremony. 
Music, drum circle, food trucks and more!

Monday, November 8
7PM Tikkun Olam Meeting.

Tuesday, November 9
6PM Spiritual Leadership Team Meeting.

Wednesday, November 10
9:30AM  Free yoga class. Please contact Jennifer Reeve (Jennifer@

RememberYourWings.com) for more information.
4:30PM CBE Religious School in session.

Thursday, November 11
1PM  Midday Mussar via ZOOM. Topic: Jewish Values. All are 

welcome!
4:30PM Hamakom Baderech in session.

Friday, November 12
9AM Music & Meditation with Rabbi Jamie via ZOOM.

Saturday, November 13 - Shabbat Vayetzei
9AM Family Shabbat.
9:30AM GAN in session.
10AM Shabbat Service & Lennon Greenbaum Bar Mitzvah.
7PM Shevet Boys and Rosh Hodesh Girls.

Tuesday, November 16
6:30PM  Monthly Board Meeting. Please contact Laurie Walowitz 

(president@bethevergreen.org) for more information.

November & December At Beth Evergreen!
Be Part of What’s Happening at CBE this Winter!

Wednesday, November 17
9:30AM  Free yoga class. Please contact Jennifer Reeve (Jennifer@

RememberYourWings.com) for more information.
4:30PM CBE Religious School in session.

Thursday, November 18
1PM  Midday Mussar via ZOOM. Topic: Jewish Values. All are 

welcome!
4:30PM Hamakom Baderech in session.
7PM Israel: A Deeper Look, Session 4.

Friday, November 19 - Shabbat Vayishlach
9AM Music & Meditation with Rabbi Jamie via ZOOM.
7:30PM  Mostly Gospel Music Shabbat Service with Zion Temple 

Church, featuring Pastor Robert Martin as speaker.

Saturday, November 20
9AM From Word to Deed. Topic: Tahara.

Sunday, November 21
10AM Gospel Music pulpit swap with Zion Temple Church.
2PM  Chevra Kadisha field trip to Boulder to learn Tahara. Also on 

Zoom.

Friday, November 26 - Shabbat Vayashev
9AM Music & Meditation with Rabbi Jamie via ZOOM.

Sunday, November 28 - 1st Night of Chanukah
6PM Communal Candle Lighting via Zoom.

Monday, November 29 - 2nd Night of Chanukah
6PM Communal Candle Lighting via Zoom.

Tuesday, November 30 - 3rd Night of Chanukah
6PM Communal Candle Lighting via Zoom.

Wednesday, December 1 - 4th Night of Chanukah
9:30AM  Free yoga class. Please contact Jennifer Reeve (Jennifer@

RememberYourWings.com) for more information.
4:30PM CBE Religious School in session.
6PM Communal Candle Lighting via Zoom.

Thursday, December 2 - 5th Night of Chanukah
1PM  Midday Mussar via ZOOM. Topic: Jewish Values. All are 

welcome!
4:30PM Hamakom Baderech in session.
6PM Communal Candle Lighting via Zoom.

Friday, December 3 - 6th Night of Chanukah/Shabbat Miketz
9AM Music & Meditation with Rabbi Jamie via ZOOM.
6PM Chanukah Shabbat Celebration.

Saturday, December 4 - 7th Night of Chanukah
2PM Conifer Christmas Parade.
6PM Communal Candle Lighting via Zoom.
7PM Shevet Boys and Rosh Hodesh Girls.

Page 3



Nov. & Dec. 2021www.bethevergreen.org Nov. & Dec. 2021 www.bethevergreen.org

Calendar

Sunday, December 5 - Rosh Hodesh Tevet/8th Night of 
Chanukah
6PM Communal Candle Lighting via Zoom.

Tuesday, December 7
7PM CBE Book Club: Rising Out of Hatred.

Wednesday, December 8
9:30AM  Free yoga class. Please contact Jennifer Reeve (Jennifer@

RememberYourWings.com) for more information.
9:30AM  Needlework Group. Please contact Jamie Bernstein 

(Hospboss2@aol.com) for more information.
4:30PM CBE Religious School in session.

Thursday, December 9
1PM  Midday Mussar via ZOOM. Topic: Jewish Values. All are 

welcome!
4:30PM Hamakom Baderech in session.

Friday, December 10
9AM Music & Meditation with Rabbi Jamie via ZOOM.

Saturday, December 11 - Shabbat Vayigash
9AM Family Shabbat.
9:30AM GAN.
10AM From Word to Deed. Topic: Family Reconciliation.

Monday, December 13
7PM Tikkun Olam meeting.

Wednesday, December 15
9:30AM  Free yoga class. Please contact Jennifer Reeve (Jennifer@

RememberYourWings.com) for more information.
4PM CBE Religious School in session.

Thursday, December 16
1PM  Midday Mussar via ZOOM. Topic: Jewish Values. All are 

welcome!
4PM Hamakom Baderech in session.

Friday, December 17 - Shabbat Vayechi
9AM Music & Meditation with Rabbi Jamie via ZOOM.
7:30PM Mostly Music Service: Blues.

Tuesday, December 21
6:30PM  Monthly Board Meeting. Please contact Laurie Walowitz 

(president@bethevergreen.org) for more information.

Wednesday, December 22
9:30AM  Free yoga class. Please contact Jennifer Reeve (Jennifer@

RememberYourWings.com) for more information.
Thursday, December 23
1PM  Midday Mussar via ZOOM. Topic: Jewish Values. All are 

welcome!

November & December At Beth Evergreen!
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Friday, December 24 - Shabbat Shemot
9AM Music & Meditation with Rabbi Jamie via ZOOM.

Wednesday, December 29
9:30AM  Free yoga class. Please contact Jennifer Reeve (Jennifer@

RememberYourWings.com) for more information.

Thursday, December 30
1PM  Midday Mussar via ZOOM. Topic: Jewish Values. All are 

welcome!

Friday, December 31 - Shabbat Vaera
9AM Music & Meditation with Rabbi Jamie via ZOOM

GOSPEL

Shabbat

https://www.bethevergreen.org/event/mostly-
gospel-music-service.html
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Lennon Greenbaum
November 13, 2021

Parents: Guy Greenbaum, Autumn 
Krauss and Andrew Hopper

Siblings: Tristan Hopper

Grandparents: Cindy and Paul 
Greenbaum (CA), Lorraine and Linford 
Krauss (PA)

Jew Crew: Ceci, Rob, Abby and Kate Uhlfelder, Irma Anhalt

Mishpocheh: Wendy and Holden Ashkar, and Sally Tullar aka 
Grammy Cupcake

Creature Comfort Team: Racer, Emme, Phoebe and Sparky

School: Rocky Mountain Academy

B’nei Mitzvah Project: Supporting the resettling of Afghan refugees 
in Colorado through political advocacy, outreach to Muslim 
community organizations, and a “nest a home” project with the 
African Community Center

Interests: Skateboarding, Snowboarding, Skiing, Guitar, Russell 
Westbrook, Damian Lillard, Food and Ice Cream, Doom Eternal, 
Laughing, Improv, Star Gazing

B’Nei Mitzvahs at CBE

Inside Beth Evergreen
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TICKET  NO .  0845

NAME

2021 BOOK CLUB

C O N G R E G A T I O N  B E T H  E V E R G R E E N

T U E S D A Y ,  D E C E M B E R  7 ,  7 P M

Rabbi’s Article from page 1.

exclusion as well as a hopeful vision for a sacred space rebuilt on a 
stronger foundation, one that offers a place of prominence to those 
previously marginalized – a lost tribe, an excluded sex, a formerly 
enslaved people, an oppressed minority, an ignored generation, etc.  
The verse inspired the reggae music service, the first one we did at 
CBE and each subsequent one, including the upcoming Gospel [or 
‘Jospel,’ Jewish gospel] Weekend collaboration with Zion Temple 
Church, with two services scheduled for 7:30 PM Friday, November 
19 at CBE and 10 AM Sunday, November 21 at ZTC.  With these 
events we hope to deepen the connections and collaborations with 
our sisters and brothers in the black community.

Strings and Visions.  
The recitation of the Shema is a prayerful declaration of divine unity 
that functions as a cornerstone for the call to love with all our heart 
and soul. When preparing to recite these words, it is customary to 
gather into one hand the fringes on the four corners of one’s prayer 
shawl (tallit). Corners. Fringes gathered into the center, the heart.  
The visual image of this practice illustrates my hope for our new 
amphitheater – that it become a place where those on the fringes 
can take center stage, where ‘those rejected become the chief corner 
stone,’ where new alliances are built, where great music and artistic 
expressions are revealed and illuminate like a bush that burns without 
being consumed.  
  
Bridging Ashkenazi and Ethiopian Jewish traditions.  Hosting the 
broader community for a celebration of cultural diversity and ‘World 
Music’ in our new amphitheater. Partnering with a Zion Temple 
Church in Denver to create some ‘good news’ in racial relations 
and interfaith collaborations. (And on January 10, bringing multiple 
faith communities of Evergreen together in collective American Day 
of Atonement.) These are just some of the ways we are building 
community at CBE. When the work of building a house is complete, 
the work of making a home begins. Now that the hard work of 
building an amphitheater has come to (its first phase of) fruition, we 
can redirect our efforts to the work of deepening and expanding our 
community.  “Build it, and they will come.” (Field of Dreams, 1989)  
Now that it’s built, let’s come together to name it and make the most 
of this opportunity to fill it with joyful communal sights, sounds, and 
spirit.

Rabbi Jamie 
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Evergreen Lutheran Church
5980 Highway 73, Evergreen, CO 80439

Please bring cash or checks as some vendors cannot accept credit cards.  
Please bring a mask.

Shop once. Gift twice.

Saturday, November 13th  |  9am-4pm
Sunday, November 14th  |  9am-3pm

Come shop for fabulous handmade crafts, jewelry, textiles, and 
other gift items offered by over 30 non-profit organizations!

www.GiftTwice.org

21st Annual

Thank you to our sponsoring congregations: Christ the King Catholic Church, Church of the Hills Presbyterian 
USA, Congregation Beth Evergreen, Episcopal Church of the Transfiguration, Evergreen Lutheran Church, and 

United Methodist Church of Evergreen.

Participating 
non-profits 

receive 100% of  
the proceeds from 

their sales!
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We are resilient people.
  
As Rabbi Deborah Waxman from Reconstructing Judaism says “a 
capacity for resilience has been woven into the fabric of Judaism 
over thousands of years. Judaism’s focus, both spiritual and practical, 
on helping people get on with living in the face of challenges, pain 
and tragedy has helped the Jewish people to survive.” I couldn’t 
agree more.  In fact, not only do we survive, we thrive!  We used the 
synonym perseverance on our end of the academic year theme 
buttons in celebration of a year dedicated to Jewish learning despite 
the challenges of our pandemic world.  We have a few extras if you’d 
like one.

In researching the concept of resilience and Judaism, I was curious  
about what influences the capacity for resilience; are there common 
conditions or skills or is resilience determined individually? Among 
the many factors contributing to a greater store of resilience, 
connection to others was consistently noted as an integral source for 
deepening a sense of self worth and purpose.  Ah, now I understand 
how the Jewish people continue to thrive; we are big on community 
and the significance of each and every person.

We make a pretty big deal over bonei mitzvah services, the traditional 
rite of passage in which one becomes recognized as an adult 
member of the Jewish community.  Being “counted” as an adult 
offers some perks, among them being able to participate as a member 
of a minyan, the minimum number of adults (usually 10) necessary 
to fulfill certain liturgical obligations and recite certain prayers.  A 
responsibility AND an honor.

The significance Judaism places on communal worship can not be 
understated.  It is the obligation to show up for each other, no matter 
who you are or your depth of religious conviction. It is so ingrained 
in our collective, connective psyche that even those identifying as 
“cultural only” or “non-practicing” Jews find themselves compelled 
to have their children attend religious school and complete bonei 
mitzvah studies.

“Each of us struggles to find a place in the world where we are 
needed, cherished and loved simply for being who we are. Judaism 
has enshrined that experience at the very heart of our prayer ritual. 
We cannot pray as a community without reaffirming that we need 
each other, that every single one of us is infinitely valuable.” 
(MyJewishLearning.com) So, here we are, back in the building, 
preparing and supporting and rejoicing in bonei mitzvah and Jewish 
learning, even when it interferes with soccer, band or theatre.  With 
a growing number of religious school families, new teachers 
(WELCOME DARCEY LEACH) and an awesome group of 7 madrichol 
(post bonei mitzvah teen teachers), we are indeed, resilient people.
 
Please be in touch if you’d like to join our learning Wednesdays 4:30 
- 6:30.  You are always welcome, needed and desired.

A Resilient People
By Tara Saltzman

Building The World with Gratitude 
and Honor
By Luke Colaciello

During the High Holy Days (and even before they start) we ask a lot 
of questions of ourselves, both individually and collectively: What 
were my transgressions in the past year? How do I find forgiveness for 
myself and for others? How do I bring acts of tzedakah into the world? 
The list goes on and the questions don’t get any easier. So now what?

The practice of tikkun olam—the work of healing our world—is a 
continuous process and tied closely to both our individual healing 
and our communal healing. Following the High Holidays, we spend 
a week eating together under the thatched roof of the sukkah and 
then dancing together in the presence of the Torah during simchat 
Torah, reminders of the abundance and joy that we have access to in 
our lives. And then there is space. Time. No more holidays—an 
invitation to start doing the work and answering those big questions. 
Here is some of what I hope to manifest this co ming year. 

Expressions of Gratitude. As a form of bearing witness to another 
human being and their actions, I find the simple utterance of “thank 
you” to be a powerful gift. In this vein, I share my deepest gratitude 
for all of our congregants, guests, and volunteers who filled our 
spaces with life, care, and soulfulness during the High Holidays. Your 
presence was a blessing. And to our  beautiful musicians, our hard-
working CBE staff, our wonderful rabbi, and our dedicated board 
members—thank you! And lastly, a big toda raba to all who 
contributed to our High Holiday appeal and to the amphitheater 
fund. We said “let there be an amphitheater and there was an 
amphitheater, and it was good!” It wouldn’t have happened 
without you.

Honoring the Stories of Others. During Yom Kippur, Rabbi Jamie 
invited us all to think critically about what it means to reckon with 
racial injustice in our country. For me, part of this work is opening 
ourselves up to listening to and accepting the lived experiences of 
those who are different from us. This is a crucial learning piece of the 
LGBTQ+ allyship Safe Zone training I facilitated in October (and will 
offer again in the Spring) and a set of skills that can be acquired. We 
refine those skills when we honor one another’s unique and diverse 
stories. As a community, we will have the opportunity to engage this 
type of learning in January as we prepare for our inaugural American 
Day of Atonement.  

Building Community. From an organizational point of view, I have 
spent my first three months as Executive Director absorbing as much 
information about our community as possible… which is a lot! Of the 
many things I’ve had on my mind, thinking through what it means to 
be a volunteer at Congregation Beth Evergreen is in the top ten. I’ve 
learned quickly that without our volunteers, not much would get 
done at CBE, or least not in a smooth and organized manner. I want 
to ensure that volunteering for CBE is a meaningful and rewarding 
experience. I’d love to hear from you all on how we can continue to 
foster a culture of volunteerism aligned with our core values.

It’s a new year and a new opportunity to see what we can build with 
gratitude and honor—as individuals, as a community, and as a global 
collective. I hope you will join me in this work!
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Rosh Hashanah 2021
(How Lovely)

The story – it’s in Numbers, Balak 22.2-4, 
that Balaam, probably a wizard of some 
kind, working for Balak, King of Moab, has 
been hired to curse the Hebrew people.  
God, with the help of a conversational 
mule, causes him to reverse the curse and 
turn it into a blessing.  We liked this blessing 
so much that we use it in our liturgy – we 
sing it, we chant it, and it’s a round which I 
wish we would do again sometime.  Ma 
Tovu.  “Ma tovu ohelet Yaakov – How 
lovely are your tents, oh Jacob, 
mishkonetecha Yisrael – your dwelling 
places, oh Israel.”

What’s so tovu about those tents, you ask, 
what made them lovely?  IN those days, 
Israel was a transhumanist tribe, which is to 
say that they followed the seasons with 
their flocks – up-country in the summers 
when mountain pastures were rich and 
watered, down-country in winter for 
whatever the rain would allow.

So these lovely tents were broken down 
and put up in a day, probably, made of 
sheep or calf hides, thin enough not to 
weigh too much, and supported on poles 
like tipis.  The planners of where to put up 
the tents had to know about things like 
flood-potential, prevailing winds and soil 
conditions in many places, to which they 
added Jewish feng shui.  You didn’t know 
that Feng Shui is Yiddish.  Yes, it is.  It means 
condominium, good location.  The tents 
were lovely because by law, they faced 
away from one another, angled for privacy.  
People mustn’t overdo the intrusive quality 
of communal life.  This custom became law 
and is written into the Talmud’s ethics and 
continued into the modern world, or the 
almost modern world.

The architecture of cities has forced these 
rules to lapse so that now, apartment 
dwellers share walls in ways that the ragged 
camel warriors of the past would have 
caused their mounts to spit at.  Some of us 
grew up in row houses where a person 
sneezing in half the house would hear 
‘bless you’ from the other side of the wall.

Some modern Jews use this tent analogy, 

the lovely tents with the super-sized tallises 
that they can pull up to cover head and 
shoulders so that they are covered to make 
a tent in which for a moment, they can 
achieve that superb combination of privacy 
and communality that has been our need 
for as long as we have been people.

We have been living in a skewed balance 
all year long.  We have been forced to 
learn that the book club and the sewing 
group and the hundred groups for the 
furtherance of this and that and the blessed 
Palestrina Singers are all more than what 
their by-laws state as their purpose.  If 
anyone ever doubted the need for a 
continual struggle between privacy and 
friendship, between solitude and sharing, 
this past year has brought the paradoxes 
into sharp focus.  The masks we use keep 
us from seeing much of the facial 
expressions of the people we encounter.  
What a revelation that has been.  You can’t 
chat in a mask.  I never thought I would 
feel sorry for the criminal who can’t say 
more than “Stick ‘em up.”  I remember that 
deaf people depend on facial expressions 
as part of ASL’s grammar.

When we can, we should remember how 
deft those old time Sages must have been.  
It takes a good I.Q. informed by life 
experience to understand this need for 
both separation and community.  This past 
year has brought the reality of the struggle 
home, a surprise to ourselves, and to our 
leaders, our friends and the suppliers of 
our Prozac.

this food?  Where does it come from?  A 
tree?  The water?  Was it once alive?  How 
was it killed?  The Talmud is made of 
questions.  When does a day begin and end?  
What is it to honor your father and mother?  
What, exactly?  What are the limits of 
charity?  When can a vow be invalid?  Moses 
saw the burning bush, he was aware, but he 
didn’t know what the sight meant until God 
introduced a self.  Not as a noun, but as the 
present tense of the action verb ‘to be’ – the 
isness of what is.

Knowing, not knowing – the connotations 
that surround both the Hebrew and the 
Yiddish words for childlike naivete are 
negative.  We don’t romanticize the sacred 
fool.  The Christian mystic, Hildegard of 
Binge, said that she wanted to be merely a 
feather on the breath of God.  We Jews 
remember that the lady weighed in at a cool 
150 lbs. averdupois, and no feathers.  I have 
the vision of God sneezing and turning the 
Himalayas into the Grand Canyon.  Being as 
little children gets no gold stars in our books.

On the other hand, to know is to surrender 
the greatest gift we Jews have – hope.  If you 
know what will happen even five minutes 
from now, there are no possibilities.  We 
say:  “If only I had known, I never would 
have…” but is that true?  You might have 
screwed it up even worse.

So, if we want to hope, we have to give up a 
certain amount of knowing, and doing so, 
we are introduced to another prime 
requirement of faith:  courage.  I often think 
about this when, bolstered with a leftover 
piece of cold pizza and a cup of coffee, I 
propel myself toward yet another rendezvous 
with one of my physicians, going down I-70 
at 70 miles an hour, neighbored by strangers 
on all sides of me, combined as we never 
will be again, some doing 80, and we’re 
able to declare our intentions with only a 
tiny set of signaling lights.  If that’s not hope, 
trust, and courage, what is?  Denver was 
there yesterday, and I am hoping it will be 
there today.  Don’t you have some deep 
sense of relief every time you get home and 
see that the house is still standing?

We have just come through a year that 
showed us how little we knew, even with all 
out awareness and courage, and for over the 

Yom Kippur 2021
If ignorance is bliss, we should be happier.  
One of the many paradoxes of Judaism is 
the one about knowing and not knowing.  If 
I had to define what Judaism is in words, it 
would begin with ‘yes’, which is our basic 
acceptance of life and of humankind, flaws 
and all.  Even Moses – even God – who, in 
Genesis, declared our creation to be ‘very 
good,’ and in the very next book, Exodus, 
regretted that he had created us.  The second 
word of my definition would be ‘awareness’.  
We know what it is to be unaware.  Jacob, 
after visions and a peak moment says:  “God 
was here and I didn’t know it.”

To be aware isn’t necessarily to know.  
Kashrut is all about being aware.  What is 

D’Var Torah
By Joanne Greenberg

Yom Kippur continued page 9.
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General Fund
  Fred & Bonnie Becker
  Amy Gendler
  Suzanne & Peter Meinert
  Chelsea & Ron Rasis
  Joan & David Tinkelman
  Susan Wartchow
 In memory of Herbert and Harvey Schneider
  Dorothy Regensteiner & Ken Schneider 
 In memory of Sophie Buckley
  Leah Conner
  In honor of the weddings of Marissa Midyet & Andrew Gupton, and Rebecca 

Romberg & Conner Jackson
 In honor of the birthday of Rabbi Jamie Arnold
 In honor of the Wedding Anniversary of Russ and Ginger Arnold
  Rabbi Jamie Arnold

Library Fund
  Karen & David Zucker

Mitzvah Matters Fund
  With prayers of healing for Reney Lorditch, Robbie Glantz, Jane Weinfeld, and 

Judy Sherman
 In memory of Maureen Spiegleman
  Rabbi Jamie Arnold

Music Fund
  Nancy Friedman & Steve Posner

Religious School Scholarship Fund
  Luke Colaciello
 In honor of Tara Saltzman
  Mike & Sandy Schneider
  In gratitude to the RS Education committee and parent volunteers Joy Stern, Alise 

Lawrence, Melinda Laz,  Ellen Arnold, Sarah Hess, David Ginley, Andra Slavsky, 
Rachel Kaplan, Guy Greenbaum,  Lilia Gerberg, Dina Manes & Heidi Wunsch

  Tara Saltzman

Religious School Israel Fund?
  In honor of the Lichlol madrichol team, the RS teen teachers; Jolie Pinsonneault, 

Carolyn Torf, Lennon Greenbaum, Austin Carr, Alec Dorkin, Eden Kaplan and 
Jesse Dorkin

  Tara Saltzman

Social Action Fund
 In honor of Lennon Greenbaum’s Bar Mitzvah
  Tara Saltzman

Youth Activities & Education Fund
  In honor of the Bonei Mitzvahs of Pauline Clayman, Maya Laz, and Lennon 

Greenbaum
  Rabbi Jamie Arnold

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
  Laura Berman
  Terry Noonan Fitzgerald
   In honor of the wedding of Rebekah Romberg and Conner Jackson and in  

Tzedakah & Tributes
year, many of us have fallen for myths of 
knowing and a yearning for perfection – 
let’s have a revolution.  Let’s sweep away 
the useless past.  Let’s do a complete tikkun 
olam, which demands a clean field.  I tried 
that and found I couldn’t even tikkun 
Evergreen, or even a restless part of Beth 
Evergreen.  We can’t give up, but we need 
to perfect our awareness because our 
knowing will never be complete.

Because we don’t know, we have to learn 
things.  Our son, David, when he was five, 
would appear with chocolate all over his 
mouth and some in his ear. How wise he 
thought I was to intuit where he had just 
been.  Surely I could see through walls.  I 
never let him in on my secret. Some 
knowledge is too valuable to be given away.

As for hope, one of our Sages said, “It’s a 
beautiful thing, hope.  It’s the waiting that 
ruins it.”

And please!  If you have an idea of 
something you would like to see and do 
not - please let me know - president@
bethevergreen.org - and yes - be aware - if 
you suggest it - I will suggest back that you 
take the lead to organize it!  Remember my 
challenge about growing? What better 
opportunity!

And speaking of growing - have you seen 
our amphitheater?!?! Pretty amazing, huh?  
A huge todah rabah to all those who made 
a financial gift to our new amphitheater.  
Because of your support, we have turned 
an idea into a reality!  Special thanks to our 
amphitheater workgroup who have spent 
many hours working towards the “soft 
open” that is planned for this weekend – 
Ken Dlin (our general contractor), Nate 
Fineberg, David Zucker, David Froman, 
Dan Herman, Sarah Hess, Cheri Rubin, 
Ron Isaacson, Russel Weisfield, Rabbi 
Jamie and Luke.  

I hope you will plan to attend our 
Amphitheater Opening on Saturday, 
November 6th beginning at 12-noon!  
Until next time…..May the November/
December Holiday Season bring joy to all 
celebrations….wishing you good health, 
and peace…Laurie 

President’s Article from page 1.

Yom Kippur Article from page 8.

Yom Kippur continued page 9.
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 appreciation to Rabbi Jamie Arnold for performing the 
ceremony and providing counsel and support to Bekah 
and Conner

  Greg & Laurie Romberg
 In memory of Beatrice Fox
  Susan & Stephen Lehman
  In memory of our dads, David Zussman and Robert Peck
  Debbie Peck
 Thank you to Rabbi Jamie from both of us
  Leah Conner & Vinny Ciaramella

Amphitheatre Donations
  Allen Adinoff & Mary Klinnert
  Joshua & Sarah Babich
  Sandra Barnett & Mark Siegel
  Suzanne & Paul Collings
  Leah Conner
  Kathy & Michael Ellman
  Diane Mott Davidson & James Davidson
  David & Penny Drucker
  Evan Fenner
  Douglas M Gertner
  Tami Kleban
  Jim & Laura Markus
  Judy Sherman
  Fred & Carolyn Simon
  Jim & Deb Stellini
  Kate & Eric Tribbett
  Dorothy & Andrew Winkler
  Kaethe & Gordon Zellner
 In honor of Ronald Leventhal
  Karen & David Zucker
 In honor of her mother, Elaine
  Dorothy Winkler
  In honor of CBE Amphitheatre Working Group: Dan 

Herman (chair), David Zucker, Nate Fineberg, David 
Froman, Luke Colaciello, Ken Dlin, Rabbi Arnold

  Rabbi Jamie Arnold
  In honor of the CBE Amphitheatre Event Planning Team: 

Sarah Hess (chair), Ron Isaacson, Cheri Rubin, Laura 
Berman, Luke Colaciello, Rabbi Arnold

  Rabbi Jamie Arnold

High Holiday Appeal
 Liam Abramson
 Diane Amdur & Ari Gould
 Bryon Adinoff & Patricia Holland
 Stephen & Jamie Bernstein
 Nada & John Culver
 Susan Fishman
 Daniel & Sara Friedman
 Judith Gerberg
 Seth Grob & Stephanie Villafuerte
 Lauren Kaufman & Mark Lehrner
 Karen & Franklin Metzger
 Jacki & Rich Mohr
 Nadja & James Pisula
 Chelsea & Ron Rasis
 Chris Robbins & Serri Miller
 Mike & Sandy Schneider

 Judy Selig & Bob Brown
  Ron & Iris Solomon
  Adrian Stone & Sue Sanders
  Jane Weinfeld
  Hallie Weiss
 In appreciation for the Inclusive High Holiday services
  Fred & Carolyn Simon
  In thanks to everyone who made the High Holy Days 

possible
  Elisa Robyn
 In memory of Harvey Kugler & Doreen Heimbach
  Judi Kugler
  Thank you for a beautiful Kol Nidre Service. It was so lovely 

to be outside.
  Josh & Jen Wolkon
  In honor of Rebekah Romberg and Conner Jackson’s 

wedding
  Tara Saltzman

Tishrei Donations
 Brent Baskin
 Sharon Baer
 Michael Bedwell
 Craig Benelli
 Charles Chalker
 Michele Cirkus
 Irene Clurman
 David Cook
 Gayle Corle
 Constance Dexheimer
 Stacey Dickman
 Susan Fishman
 Amy Gendler
 Elana Graf
 Jenny Heutmaker
 Susannah Horwitz
 David Jordani
 Rachel Kaplan
 Anita Khaldy
 Cherie Kirschbaum
 Marjorie Korn & Gene Hartfelder
 Karen Leonard
 Daniel Lerman
 Eric Needleman
 Lewis & Barbara Noonberg
 Maya Osterman
 Jeff & Lisa Petersohn
 TJ & Koko Rapoport
 Chris Robbins & Serri Miller
 Dena Singer
 Joy Stern
 Diana Suslak-Spriggs & Emily Lester
 Karen & Allan Sussman
 Laurie Tarola
 Gale Tidwell
 Karolina Varnay
 Rebecca Weintrab
 Russell Weisfield
 Jessica Zeller

Tzedakah & Tributes
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Community Partners

The Law Office of Richard A. Levine 

Commitment • Results • Integrity

• BUSINESS FORMATION AND OPERATIONS
• PERSONAL INJURY RECOVERY 
• REAL ESTATE  

• ESTATE PLANNING
• MEDIATION
• MARITAL DISSOLUTION

The Law Office of Richard A. Levine
30752 Southview Drive, Suite 150  • Evergreen, Colorado 80439  
Advice@LawRL.com  (303) 670-1555

                  www.AmdurCommunications.com

public relations  
consulting

303-526-7939  

The Pines Catering 
Www.thepinescatering.com 
info@thepinescatering.com 

Extraordinary Events, Exquisite Cuisine 

Page 11

NEED TO GET AWAY?
WE HAVE THE PERFECT PLACE

IN COSTA RICA

OWNED BY
BARBARA MORRIS

PHIL ZEITLER
DON MORRIS

SUZANNE PENDER

For Information and Reservations

casamajesticacostarica.com



Congregation Beth Evergreen
PO Box 415
Evergreen, CO 80437

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Take Highway 74 to Lewis Ridge Road/
Bergen Peak Drive. (Left from the South; 
right from the North.) The synagogue is 
located behind the Evergreen Life Care 
Center.

SYNAGOGUE LOCATION

CBE MISSION STATEMENT
Set in the pines overlooking Elk Meadow, 
Congregation Beth Evergreen offers 
inclusive, warm, welcoming services and 
programs in an intimate atmosphere. We 
are committed to fostering community 
by offering opportunities for meaningful 
worship, the pursuit of spirituality and 
lifelong Jewish education. Our informal, 
egalitarian approach encourages inclusive 
participation in the celebration of religious, 
lifecycle and communal events.

Are you receiving weekly CBE updates and The Shofar online?
If not, please contact the CBE office at(303) 670•4294 ext. 2 or elizabeth@bethevergreen.org.

CBE is a Reconstructionist 
synagogue. To learn more, please 
visit JewishRecon.org

CBE Events and More!

CONGREGATION BETH 
EVERGREEN
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