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Fiddler on the Roof opened on Broadway in 1964.  Since that 
time, this immortal show has been seen by millions of people on 
every continent throughout the world.  The much beloved songs 
have been translated into hundreds of languages.   Let us look 
back at the history of Fiddler to understand the elements that 
have touched us all so deeply.  

What parts of the story are uniquely Jewish?  What musical 
ingredients make the music so immediately identifiable as music 
of the Jewish people? 

This lecture features a multi-media Keynote presentation covering 
the history of this great Broadway show.  We shall look at 
Maurice Schwartz, the first star to play Tevye in 1939, and other 
actors, including Zero Mostel, Hayim Topol, and Steven Skybell, 
the latest Tevye in the Yiddish version of Fiddler on the Roof.   

Come ready to sing and dance, cry, and laugh! 

  

Hazzan David F. Tilman is a graduate of Columbia College, the 
Miller Cantorial School of the Jewish Theological Seminary, and 
the Juilliard School. He served for 35 years as Cantor and Music 
Director of Beth Sholom Congregation in Elkins Park, and became 

Hazzan Emeritus in 2011. Since then, he has been conductor of 
Shir KI, the adult chorus of Reform Congregation Keneseth Israel 
of Elkins Park.  Hazzan Tilman was a consultant to the Museum of 
American Jewish History on the Centennial Exhibit of the life of 



Leonard Bernstein.  For two years he has been Music Director of 
the Sing Hallelujah Concert at Verizon Hall of the Kimmel Center 
in Philadelphia, bringing together 175 singers and soloists in 
programs of Jewish music.   

Hazzan Tilman, his beloved wife, Ellen, and his family have been 
active members of the HFJF for three decades. 

 
 


