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President’s Message                       Gail Neldon 

 
SHALOM,  
 
I hope everyone had a "zeissen Pesach.” More about Passover below, but first some recent 
important developments that I want to share with you. To begin, you might have noticed that 
the Office has been temporarily closed. We can now report good news from our Office 
Manager, Laura Ritchie. Her son, Danny, has received a long-awaited kidney transplant. I 
know you all join me in sending Danny and the Ritchie family all our prayers for a speedy 
recovery. Laura is scheduled to return to the JFHF office Thursday, and Friday, May 5 and 6, 
from 10 am to 3 pm, then three days a week to be announced. 
 
Next, as reported in our Sunday Eblast, sadly Rabbi Bickhardt has decided to take early 
retirement as of June 30, 2022, as he explains in his Personal Message to the Congregation 
which follows. The Board of Directors and I, in our reply to his request, voiced what I’m sure 
you all will join us in, that is, heartfelt and deep appreciation for his years of service to the 
Fellowship, as well as to the Hemlock Farms Community.  Rabbi Bickhardt is expected to 
return from abroad for services in the Sanctuary May 14th and 15th through June. We look 
forward to working together on a smooth transition to his retirement and to finding a 
replacement spiritual leader of his quality.   
 
Please note and SAVE THE DATE of JUNE 1, 2022, when the Board of Directors has 
scheduled a General Membership Meeting for 7 pm on ZOOM.  We will be able to update 
you then about the spiritual leader search committee currently at work, as well as address 
several other important Congregational matters of concern to all. Please watch for more info 
through Eblasts, our website and Facebook group page and see the Notice and Agenda which 
will be posted with Zoom link. 
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Later in this newsletter I hope you’ll read about an unfolding real-time story in a letter I 
received recently from the Ukrainian border and shared with some of the JFHF Women’s 
Seder attendees.  To me, it’s a timely, modern-day footnote to the very personal Passover 
story we just retold of our people’s Exodus from Egypt. It is also a reminder of how we can act 
in our generation to help others according to the Jewish tradition of " tikkun olam” or “repairing 
the world" with many acts of kindness (chesed) and mitzvot.  
 
The writer of “Hello from the Border” is Arnie Weiss whose father, Sam, was one of the 
founders of JFHF. Arnie and his wife Silvia Lattova were in Slovakia near Ukraine on business 
and visiting Silvia's family when the recent Russian aggression began. Arnie, a Miami-based 
TV sports producer, and Silvia, an attorney with a diplomatic diploma, immediately started 
organizing volunteers and using personal funds for direct relief efforts in Kosice, Slovakia and 
at border crossings from Ukraine. Arnie’s letter is included as an enclosure to this Shofar in 
hopes that you will consider its information and might reply with greetings from JFHF and any 
support you would be able to provide.  
 
L”Chaim v’ Chesed! To Life and Kindness!  
 

 
Message from our Spiritual Leader     Rabbi Bickhardt 
 

Dear JFHF Members and Friends, 

 

It is never easy writing a letter like this. It is with sorrowfulness that I inform you that I will be 

stepping down as Spiritual Leader of the Fellowship effective June 30th, 2022.  Recent health 

issues with family have forced me to make this decision.  

 

I would like to thank the Board of Directors for their understanding and accepting my 

resignation so I can care for my aging mother and help my wife Deborah, care for her mother 

as well.   

 

I have always maintained that G-d always gives us the strength and resources to handle what 

he knows we can deal with. In other words, G-d doesn’t give us more than we can handle and 

learn from. 

 

Deborah and I intend to retire to Hemlock Farms in the near future and plan to be an active 

part of the Fellowship, assisting where we can when that time comes. 

 

My phone will always be available and if I can be of assistance I will endeavor to do so. It has 

been an honor and a privilege to serve as your Spiritual Leader not once but twice these past 

21 years. The Fellowship has been a large part of my life and will continue to do so.  

 

Deborah and I wish the Fellowship Hatzlacha Rabbah (great success) in their future 

endeavors.  

 

B’shalom, 

Rabbi Johanan Bickhardt  
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“Hello from the Border” 

 
----- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Arnie Weiss <arnieweiss@gmail.com> 
Date: Sat, Apr 16, 2022 at 1:11 PM 
Subject: Hello from the Border 
 
Hello HFCA and the Hemlock Farms Jewish Fellowship! 
 
Greetings from Kosice, Slovakia which is known as the City of Peace and where every year 
they run the Peace Marathon which is Europe’s oldest annual marathon.  
 
I am Arnie Weiss and my family has been a member of the Hemlock community back to 1977 
when there were no gates, you could rent a horse at the stables, and we had Rudy’s Pizza on 
Route 402 that was second to none to this day. Though we lived in Miami we spent all of our 
Summers through the late 1980’s in Hemlock. We were founding members of the Jewish 
Fellowship in Hemlock and I do believe my father (Sam Weiss) even provided some of the 
equipment in the original kitchen. We have continued to come up and enjoy the community as 
it has grown and gone through good times, strange times, and other types of times (let’s not 
call any of them bad). 
 
We are currently working with a phenomenal group of Ukrainian refugees and local Slovaks to 
deliver aid directly to the Ukrainian Refugees on both sides of the Slovak-Ukraine border which 
is only 15 miles from where our family lives here in Slovakia. This includes providing direct 
food aid in the form of basic staples and we recently started serving a daily Gulas (that 
changes daily) so we can try to guarantee that people are getting at least one hot protein meal 
a day. We also do regular relief convoys directly to villages in the Transcarpathian Region of 
Ukraine from (Uzhorod to Mukachevo) that are not seeing international aid. We have even 
sent supplies to Kherson to help feed the Ukrainian forces. We are doing all of this because 
these are people who are making a sacrifice for all of us. They are standing up before this can 
engulf all of Europe and lead to the kind of situation that we have all vowed to never let 
happen again.  
 
The refugees are essentially all women with young children. Everyone wants to return home 
when it is safe but it is vital that we continue to provide a nutritional floor under them so they 
are not having to deal with this further psychological hardship. They all want to work to support 
themselves and so we are trying to start some programs that would enable them to gain 
employment despite their language barrier. However, the greatest issue we have is that the 
local and national governments are under increasing pressure to focus on energy cost 
inflation, unemployment, and other issues facing Slovaks which means the limited resources 
that we were seeing are quickly vanishing along with the cooperation we were getting before. 
 
Please take a look at the videos on my Facebook 
page: https://www.facebook.com/arnieweiss or the new donation page we have set up on 
Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/donate/879596676219507/10227772213955888/. For 
people who don’t use Facebook they can make a donation through the PayPal site that does 
not require having a paypal account: https://www.paypal.com/pools/c/8IyPtcHRBE We do post 

mailto:arnieweiss@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/arnieweiss
https://www.facebook.com/donate/879596676219507/10227772213955888/
https://www.paypal.com/pools/c/8IyPtcHRBE
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video of our shopping and the delivery of the aid to people directly so that people can see their 
aid in action.  
 
We will also take donations of goods (food, medical, hygiene, household) however, as we are 
not able to cover the shipping and customs duties we would suggest that these be purchased 
through an EU provider. I can provide a list of items should this be what someone would 
prefer, however, cash still is the best option as it allows us the flexibility to use it where it is 
needed in real time. 
 
Thank you, Arnie 

 
JFHF COVID-UPDATE for MAY 2022 

 

Office Hours may be subject to change.  By appointment, from May 2 - May 7, 

when messages can be left via Phone 570-775-7497, Fax 570-775-7823 or 

Email jfhf1516@gmail.com or the mailbox on building. 

Office Hours: beginning May 9, three (3) days per week Monday, 

Wednesday, and Friday, 10am-3pm.   

The building will be open for all Friday evening and Saturday morning 

services in the Sanctuary.  Religious School activities will continue in-person.  

Zoom will be reserved for meetings and selected activities.  

To maximize safety, we will continue to require:   

 

• MASKING of all individuals (covering nose and mouth) 

• Socially distanced seating  

•  Aliyahs from your seats 

• Temporary suspension of children marching with the Torah   

 

Admittedly, balancing safety and meeting the spiritual needs of all in our 

membership has been a difficult endeavor which your Board of Directors has 

been doing assiduously on a month-to-month basis and which we will continue to 

do for the time being. We have done so with input from scientific and medical 

sources and the Rabbi. We have given close attention to public health data and 

trends and changing government guidelines. Our assessment will be based on 

application of the aforementioned to our particular Congregation’s demographics.   

We know we can count on your cooperation.   

Thank you. 

 

L’ SHALOM   

Gail B. Neldon, President 
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YAHRZEIT LIST FOR MAY 2022 

 
5/1/2022(30 Nissan 5782) 
Roslyn Blaustein beloved mother of Bruce Blaustein 
5/1/2022(30 Nissan 5782) 
Sylvia Hodosh beloved mother of Helene Hodosh-Zaytounian 
5/1/2022(01 Iyyar 5740) 
Nathan Aig beloved grandfather of Jerry Friedman 
5/3/2022(02 Iyyar 5782) 
Irving Larkey beloved father of Susan Galatz 
5/4/2022(03 Iyyar 5782) 
Bella Karol mother of Robin Karol Eng 
5/8/2022(7 Iyyar 5782) 
Frank Zizmor beloved father of Edward Zizmor 

5/13/2022(12 Iyyar 5782) 

Louis Schwartz beloved father of Judy Hamer 

5/13/2022(12 Iyyar 5782) 

Miksa Deutsch beloved father of Joseph Deutsch 

5/13/2022(12 Iyyar 5782) 

Eugene Zimmerman beloved father of Barbara Sirotkin 

5/16/2022(15 Iyyar 5782) 

Milton Most beloved father in law of Irma Most 

5/16/2022(15 Iyyar 5782) 

Esther Wexler beloved mother of Nancy Natt 

5/18/2022(17 Iyyar 5782) 

Paul Jeffrey Goldberg beloved son of Enid & Ted Goldberg 

5/20/2022(19 Iyyar 5746) 

Anna Aig beloved grandmother of Jerry Friedman 

5/21/2022(20 Iyyar 5730) 

Irving Barbarosh beloved of Roslyn Brendzel 

5/21/2022 (20 Iyyar 5710) 

Harry Bergoffen beloved father of Gail Neldon 

5/24/2022(23 Iyyar 5728) 

Rubin Gruman beloved father of Ruth Rothman 

5/26/2022(25 Iyyar 5725) 

Otto Winter beloved father of Linda Strauchler 

5/28/2022(27 Iyyar 5766) 

Alex Grabiner beloved father of Ellen Raffman 

5/28/2022(27 Iyyar 5775) 

Lillian Barbarosh beloved aunt of Roslyn Brendzel 

5/28/2022(27 Iyyar 5749) 

Siegfried Waldinger beloved father of Leomi Simkin 

5/29/2022(28 Iyyar 5782) 

Katie Greenstein beloved grandmother of Roslyn Brendzel 

5/30/2022(29 Iyyar 5782) 

Alexander Rosenblatt beloved uncle of Robin Karol Eng 

5/30/2022(29 Iyyar 5782) 

Usher Bast Beloved father of Kira Rozman 

5/31/2022(01 Sivan 5782) 

Benjamin Barbarosh beloved father of Roslyn Brendzel 
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR YAHRZEIT DONATIONS 

 
  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS DONATIONS  
 

Michele Klein in honor of daughter -  Hudson Caradonna’s Bat Mitzvah 
 
 
 

**HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO** 
 

 
May 1st Hayley Nagelberg 

May 2nd Kevin Pechersky 

May 2nd Norman Geron 

May 4th Martin Koles 

May 7th Jerald Eng 

May 8th Jack Filip 

May 9th Irwin Engelman 

May 9th Rosalie Baker 

May 9th Ina Filip 

May 10th Natalie Slutsky 

May 11th Steven Strauchler 

May 11th Tamara Bullock 

May 13th Richard Bullock 

May 16th John Bauman 

May 19th Ellen Raffman 

May 20th Sherrie Resnick 

May 21st Michael Pechersky 

May 22nd Hudson Caradonna 

May 23rd Judy Mardenfeld 

May 24th Susan Winter Zacherman 

May 25th Roslyn Brilliant 

May 26th Ellen Tilman 

May 27th Fern Weis 

May 28th Rex Torres 

May 29th M. David Baker 

May 31st Steven Natt 
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**HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO** 
 
 

May 3rd Theodore & Enid Goldberg     64th Anniversary 
May 7th Henry & Roslyn Brendzel              13th Anniversary 
May 11th Joseph Zacherman & Susan Winter Zacherman 40th Anniversary 
May 14th Fred Knapp & Shoshana Mitrani Knapp   39th Anniversary 
May 18th Vernon & Marilyn Schlamowitz    65th Anniversary 
May 22nd Steven Levine & Dr. Norma Krasne-Levine  39th Anniversary 
May 26th Michael & Ina Filip      26th Anniversary 
May 30th Marvin & Frances Bader   
May 31st Mark & Judy Mardenfeld     58th Anniversary 
 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

***Welcome to New Members *** Yehudit Moch and Judith Ullman 

Yehudit and Judith invite all to attend their Open House/Mezzuzah 

Ceremony on May 15th @ 3pm (address will be posted in upcoming bulletins 

and office)                                                    
 

OFFICE HOURS: The office is open Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from 10am to 
3pm. E-mail jfhf1516@gmail.com, phone (570)775-7497 and fax (570)775-7823. There 
is also a locked mailbox outside the building for drop off of any correspondence.  
Masks are required for all entrants to the Fellowship for business and services. 
 
WEBSITE – Information regarding the Fellowship and links to our events will continue 
to be available at http://www.jfhf.org. 
 
SOCIAL MEDIA – The Fellowship has a private and secure Facebook Group page for JFHF 
members.  This FB page can be accessed by contacting Dr. Carole Gutterman, the 
administrator of our Facebook group.  She advises that access requires prior JFHF 
Membership verification to preserve security. You may send her a request to join the Group 
at Nseprof2@yahoo.com. 

WEIS RECEIPTS (Sisterhood Fundraiser) may be dropped off at 213 Maple Ridge Dr. or to 
mailbox on JFHF building. 

 

**NOTE: Please do not drop off any donations of books or other items in front of the 
building as we are not accepting any at this time. 
 
**SAVE THE NEW DATE**  SUNDAY JULY 17TH  – L’Chaim Picnic 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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Thank you for supporting the Jewish Fellowship with your advertisements ~ ~ ~ 

 

 

 
BELLA TINA                  Full 

Service Salon & Spa                       445 

Route 739 (570) 775-4246         Cut ~ 

Color ~ Perm ~               Swedish & 
Medical Massages ~ Facials ~ Manicures 

~ Pedicures 
 

Tues & Wed-7:30am-5pm; Thurs – 7:30am-

7pm; Fri-7:30am-5pm;       Sat-7am-5pm 

 

Pain relief - Rehabilitation – Wellness      

TIGUE CHIROPRACTIC       
Dr. Lynnita M. Tigue  

662 Route 739  
     Lords Valley, PA 18428   (570) 775-6205  

  

AWA Group, LLC 

Insurance 

 

PA, NY & NJ ~ ~ Home, Auto, Life and Business 

    

FL ~ ~   Auto 
(570) 775-9800 

(888) 775-9800 662 Route 739 

      Lords Valley, PA 18428 

 

COLWELL 
Termite & Pest Control 

“Quality Work is Our Reputation” 

The Most Thorough Pest Management Ever 
Residential, Industrial, Commercial, Bird Control, 

Crawl Space Ventilation/Vapor Barrier, Wood 

Destroying Insect Reports, Bat Exclusion 

(570) 775-0707 or (800) 378-0060 Ext 15 

 

Fantastic Tours & Travel 
  Your Hemlock Farms Agent 
 

Anet Vivian Deutsch, Travel Consultant 

   516 551-8826   travelviva@yahoo.com 

 

Cruises, Tours, Honeymoons,  Family 

Vacations and Groups 

 

about:blank

