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President’s Message        Gail Neldon 
 
HAPPY HANUKKAH! HAPPY LIGHT!   
As the season of more darkness began earlier this month, JFHF had a wonderful turnout to 
celebrate light and renewal when member Rav Shoshana Mitrani Knapp led our first Rosh 
Hodesh event on Zoom. As we learned, Rosh Hodesh means “head of the month” and 
celebrates the new moon.  It is also a traditional women's holiday and I for one felt good 
connecting to our roots and welcoming the month of Kislev which brings us the lights of 
Hanukkah. (See the poem by Barbara Sirotkin inspired by the recent gathering.)  
 
Join us on December 9th for the next ladies Rosh Hodesh opportunity. This time for the Jewish 
month of Tevet led by Rav Shoshana we will explore, study, share and connect to Spirit and 
our souls. Contact Rav Shoshana for information and link and see the invite later in this issue. 
 
For everyone, men, women and children, stay tuned as The Fellowship promises a lot more to 
light your lives in the weeks and months ahead.  
 

FIRST, kudos to Jean Seltzer for organizing the first night of Hanukkah menorah lighting on 
November 28th, outside the Fellowship, where 24 of our members gathered to celebrate as 
Josh Griffiths performed the lighting. Lights will be aglow at The Fellowship each night of 
Hanukkah, thanks to Josh.  
 
 
There will still be time to bring family menorahs and light them at the December 3rd, Friday 
Shabbat Service in the sanctuary with the Rabbi at 7 pm.  
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NEXT, on December 16th, Dr. Carole Gutterman will shed some much needed light on the 
issue of "Isolation." She'll share her knowledge and insights with members and guests in our 
second Member to Member presentation on Zoom. See flyer later in this issue. 

 
THEN, on Dec. 26 at 3:00 pm, on Zoom, JFHF will kick off a new programming idea being 
introduced by the recently formed Social Programming Task Force: a Sunday Movie Discussion 
Matinee!!!  See the Social Programming message below from Jean for more information.  
 
FINALLY, I've been told, more light is still to come, but it's a secret! Something Else Is 
Brewing....so watch for more details with an e-blast and Save the Date. 

 
  
CHAG SAMEACH v' SHALOM 

All good wishes for health and happiness at Hanukkah and in the months ahead. 
Gail 

 
 

Message from our Spiritual Leader      Rabbi Johanan Bickhardt 
   
I have always been a very observant person, a person who seems to catch sights of anomalies 
or oddities and peculiarities, especially in my world travels. I am pretty sure it is because I 
maintain a disposition when viewing them, they cause me to stop, observe and analyze them. 
By doing so, I try to validate them. Sometimes I laugh, sometimes I just scratch my head in 
wonderment, however, a lot of the time I just shake my head and roll my eyes. Deborah 
concurs, rolling her eyes. 
 
An example of this was my recent trip to Clearwater, FL to visit my daughter where I witnessed 
a plastic blown-up snowman on a surf board and a billboard advertizing what looked like a 
delivery service, with a Santa in Bermuda shorts, relaxing on a beach in a lounger, sheltered 
by an umbrella, sipping an alcoholic libation with a foam top, guarantying delivery of their 
products in time for the holidays. I always enjoy creative marketing, but the billboard next to it 
was for an air conditioning company, with a snowman smiling as he sat in his living room, 
watching a television. Seemed interesting to me that this particular company wanted you to 
know that their systems could maintain such frigid temperatures that a snowman wouldn't melt. 
How cool do you want your living environment? Didn't you go to Florida to avoid the cooler 
temperatures? Sadly, that's how my brain works and yes, I just scratched my head in 
wonderment and sighed. No eye rolling was allowed as I was driving.     
 
In Pirkei Avot, Ethics of Our Fathers, Chapter 4, the first Mishna it states; Ben Zoma would 
say: Who is wise? One who learns from every man. As is stated (Psalms 119:99): "From all my 
teachers I have grown wise, for Your testimonials are my meditation." 
 
In early November I traveled to Italy and Germany and I was fascinated by how these two 
nations were addressing everyday life under Covid. It was not just a lesson in humanity, it was 
an amazing display of ingenuity and creativity, while attempting to maintain and endorse a 
healthy environment. For example, with Covid restrictions both indoors and outside, Germany 
used this as an opportunity to restrict smoking areas, promote electric cars and buses, 
emphasizing clean air is not just an effort against viruses. Also a big walking and exercising 
initiative. In Italy, where all public payphones ( they use swipe cards) had been removed to  

https://www.chabad.org/16340#v99
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avoid transmission of the virus, Vodaphone or Orange were promoting anti-bacterial contact 
phones, free of charge,  to assist in avoiding transmissions of not just Covid, but the flu and 
common cold, etc.  
 
In Bremen, Germany, the local University opened a service to bring reading materials to shut-
ins and the elderly scared to go out and follow up with students discussing the material via 
zoom or with those unable to go out or in person with those willing to go out. The outcome of 
this endeavor was astounding, as the shut-ins reported increase in energy, lifting of depression 
and improved health and appetite. Furthermore, it turned out that the students were reporting 
developing relationships with the seniors and the infirm, that they were learning from their 
wards and enjoying the interaction. In some cases the seniors had adopted their caregivers 
who then started taking over for local agencies in food shopping, medical transportation and 
errands, helping to alleviate the burden on the local agencies that had been ongoing because 
of the pandemic. I was told that one student was introduced by his elderly subject to her 
granddaughter and that led to an engagement. This was a local student initiative and was so 
successful it is now being adopted by other German city government agencies as well.  
 
Intercity buses, trams and trains would not move if a person wasn't wearing a mask. On one 
Bremen tram, I witnessed a man whose mask snapped while he put it on entering, immediately 
being offered a new one from multiple people almost instantly and one wasn't enough. He was 
given a back-up as well. There was no yelling, screaming or shouting, just care and concern. 
There was a sign that suggested wearing a mask not only cut down on disease transmission, 
but also kept your face warm against the harsh winter temperatures and winds. You could get 
a mask that was treated with aloe.    
 
At a time that many argue that the pandemic has caused attacks on individual rights by 
authorities, either to wear masks or no masks, or vaccine and pandemic conspiracies theories 
issues (in Europe they are blaming Bill gates, really no kidding) or whatever a person feels is 
being personally violated, the selfishness of many makes them incapable of learning from 
anyone. Their indignation is both startling and sad. They aren't wise because they aren't 
learning, as Ben Zoma suggests. As restrictions are usually for the greater good, what we 
learn from it and the ability to create new ideas and resources from them also are for the 
greater good. One who learns from mistakes, errors and failures is also wise. 
 
There is a story about a man who hears on his radio that a major storm is coming and that his 
area will be severely flooded and his home washed away. Being pious and God fearing person 
who prays daily he believes that he will be fine because God is with him. He doesn't move to 
higher ground. The rain comes, the river rises and a man in a boat comes up to his house and 
offers him a way to higher ground. Again he politely declines as he believes that God will keep 
him safe. As the waters rise a helicopter approaches and offers to drop a ladder and bring the 
man to safety. He again politely declines stressing his relationship with God and that God will 
save him. Shortly after that the river and flood crush the house and the man drowned. When 
he arrives at the heavenly gates he demands an audience with God. His demand is met. He 
then complains to God stating I have been a good person, I prayed and honored you every day 
of my life, how could you let this happen to me? God responds; "I gave you a radio broadcast, 
sent a man with a boat, another with helicopter. What are you doing here?" 
 
Ben Zoma offers us a simple idea. We can be wise too.  
 
B'shalom, 
Rabbi B.  
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Treasurer/2nd Vice President’s Messages                                Jean Seltzer 
 

SOCIAL PROGRAMMING 
 
The members of the Social Programming Task Force:  Susan Galatz, Helene Hodosh-
Zaytounian, Jean Seltzer, Barbara Sirotkin, and Shari Stopler cordially invite you to the 
Premiere of Sunday Movie Discussion Matinees on December 26 at 3:00 p.m. on Zoom!!! 
 
The feature film is an Israeli romantic comedy, “The Wedding Plan”, which is available on 
Amazon.  You will watch the movie on Amazon in advance on your own or with friends.  (There 
is a small charge of $3.99 from Amazon and you need to view the movie within 48 hours of 
ordering it.) If you don't have an Amazon subscription please contact Helene Hodosh-
Zaytounian at 973-906-0270 or helene.hodosh@aig.com who will arrange for you to view it 
along with a Task Force or other JFHF member who has an Amazon subscription. Also, if you 
watch the film with other people, please reserve discussion of the film until December 26, 2021 
when we will gather together on Zoom and our very own Susan Galatz will lead the discussion. 
You can view a trailer of the movie on You Tube 
at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3TZTMurWtZ0.   
  
On January 23 at 3:00 p.m. the documentary film, Misha and The Wolves, will be discussed so 
stay tuned for more information and join us at this Movie Discussion Matinee!!! 
  
Last but certainly not least, Something Else Is Brewing in Social Programming so be on the 
lookout for more news in December on what is Percolating …..  
  
Best Wishes for good health and happiness. 
Jean Seltzer 

 

 

JFHF 2022 DUES BILLS 

 

JFHF is streamlining and automating the JFHF financial accounting, budgeting and reporting 
processes by expanding our use of QuickBooks financial software. As of January 1, 2022 we 
will create a new JFHF account in Quickbooks. We expect the installation to be completed in 
January and dues bills will then follow by early February.  A few members have already 
prepaid the 2022 dues fully or partially and their 2022 dues will be credited accordingly in the 
new account. Members who need to pay their 2022 dues in 2021 may continue to do so but 
other members should wait until you receive your 2022 dues bills to make your payments.  

 

Also, we ask that all members, whether paying by check directly to JFHF or by making 
regularly scheduled payments in Shul Cloud, to set up their payment schedules so that 
payments are completed by July 1, 2022.  The Good News is that we have achieved a 99% 
dues payment rate to date for 2021! We greatly appreciate your generous support.  Many, 
many thanks!!! 

 

Best Wishes for good health and happiness. 
Jean Seltzer  

mailto:helene.hodosh@aig.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3TZTMurWtZ0
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     Rosh Hodesh Circle 

for the Ladies 

  DECEMBER 9th at 7:30 pm on Zoom  

 

     Sisterhood of JFHF invites the ladies of the Fellowship to our monthly  Rosh Hodesh 

Circle, a traditional women’s holiday.  Led by Rav Shoshana Mitani this month's sacred  

circle will be on Thursday, December 9 from 7:30-8:45 pm on Zoom to honor the new  

Jewish month of TEVET. 
  

Rosh Hodesh- head of the month- celebrates the new moon and is traditionally a 

women's holiday. It will be a place for exploring, studying, sharing and connecting to 

Spirit and our souls. 

  

We are inviting those unaffiliated ladies in Hemlock Farms in addition to members of the 

Jewish Fellowship as an opportunity to create communal connections with others of 

shared values and interests. If you have any questions, please e-mail Shoshana 

at ravshoshi@gmail.com.  Meeting information and Zoom link follow and will be found 

on our website and group Facebook page. 

  

The only prerequisite is an open heart, mind and body. We will meet by Zoom so 

that all members can participate and connect with one another across geographic lines. 

We hope in time we meet again in person. 

  

Kindly RSVP via ShulCloud at our website, jfhf.org ( feel free to contact Dan for help at 

570-775-6989) or e-mail jfhf1516@gmail.com. 

  

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87651996351?pwd=ZEEyYXR1QTJEY1RLeXZZdmhHOE5x

UT09 

 

Meeting ID: 876 5199 6351 

Passcode: 823914 

Rav Shoshana Mitrani Knapp 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ravshoshi@gmail.com
http://jfhf.org/
mailto:jfhf1516@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87651996351?pwd=ZEEyYXR1QTJEY1RLeXZZdmhHOE5xUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87651996351?pwd=ZEEyYXR1QTJEY1RLeXZZdmhHOE5xUT09
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POEM BY BARBARA SIROTKIN 

 

 

Rosh Hodesh 
 
Women  
Celebrating the new moon 
Forming circles  
Past, present and future 
 
Looking back  
Before mothers, grandmothers, great grandmothers 
Back to the beginning. 
Reaching out to each other 
Forming circles of memories 
Loving, supporting, giving of themselves 
Giving to themselves 
 
Looking around  
Welcoming women who fill our lives  
Family, friends, strangers who touch us 
Reaching out to each other 
Forming circles of strength 
Loving, supporting, giving of ourselves 
Giving to ourselves  
 
Looking ahead  
Seeing daughters, granddaughters, great granddaughters 
forward as far as can be imagined  
Reaching out to each other 
Forming circles of sisters 
Loving, supporting, giving of themselves 
Giving to themselves.   
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YAHRZEIT LIST FOR DECEMBER 2021 
 
 

12/1/2021 (Kislev 27, 5782)  
Irving Fishman, beloved father of Richard Fishman 
12/1/2021 (Kislev 27, 5782) 
Viorika Deutsch, beloved mother of Joseph Deutsch 
12/2/2021 (Kislev 28, 5782) 
Xenia Zizmor, beloved mother of Edward Zizmor 
12/3/2021 (Kislev 29, 5782) 
Rose Marcus, beloved mother of Daniel Marcus 
12/3/2021 (Kislev 29, 5782) 
Herman Wolfson, beloved father in law of Pauline Wolfson 
12/8/2021 (Tevet 4, 5782) 
Cass Maccubbin, beloved mother of Catherine Radbill 
12/9/2021 (Tevet 5, 5782) 
Albert Hoffman, beloved father of Harvey Hoffman 
12/10/2021 (Tevet 6, 5782) 
Roslyn Salzman, beloved mother of Shari Stopler 
12/10/2021 (Tevet 6, 5782) 
Ethel Tepper, beloved mother of Teri Trynz 
12/10/2021 (Tevet 6, 5782) 
Abraham Gutterman, beloved father in law of Carole Gutterman 
12/13/2021 (Tevet 9, 5782) 
Regina Brendzel, beloved mother of Henry Brendzel 
12/16/2021 (Tevet 12, 5782) 
Morris Berg, beloved father of Frances Bader 
12/16/2021 (Tevet 12, 5782) 
Joseph Glicklich, beloved father of Rosalie Baker 
12/16/2021 (Tevet 12, 5782) 
Howard Maccubbin, beloved father of Catherine Radbill 
12/17/2021 (Tevet 13, 5782) 
Zvi Barbarosh, beloved grandfather of Rosyln Brendzel 
12/18/2021 (Tevet 14, 5782) 
Mamie Kusnitz, beloved mother in law of Blossom Kusnitz 
12/19/2021 (Tevet 15, 5781) 
Kate Tannenbaum, beloved mother of Linda Zizmor 
12/20/2021 (Tevet 16, 5782) 
Reva Cordero, beloved mother of Chelle Cordero Engelman 
12/21/2021 (Tevet 17, 5782) 
Louis Kusnitz, beloved father in law of Blossom Kusnitz 
12/22/2021 (Tevet 18, 5782) 
Sue Bloomberg, beloved mother of Paul Bloomberg 
12/22/2021 (Tevet 18, 5782) 
Conrad Waldinger, beloved brother of Leomi Simkin 
12/23/2021 (Tevet 19. 5782) 
Louis Brander, beloved father of Rochelle Weber 
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YAHRZEIT LIST FOR DECEMBER 2021 – Cont. 
 
 
  
12/24/2021 (Tevet 20, 5782) 
Mollie Strauchler, beloved mother of Steven Strauchler 
12/24/2021 (Tevet 20, 5782) 
Edith Plitnick, beloved mother of Karen Traverso 
12/24/2021 (Tevet 20, 5782) 
Jerry Feldman, beloved father in law of Bruce Blaustein 
12/26/2021 (Tevet 22, 5782) 
Minnie Pitegoff, beloved mother of Barry Pitegoff 
12/26/2021 (Tevet 22, 5782) 
Ida Guardacino, beloved mother of Cristina Altieri 
12/27/2021 (Tevet 23, 5782) 
Lillian Mardenfeld, beloved mother of Mark Mardenfeld 
12/29/2021 (Tevet 25, 5782) 
Julius Gelber, beloved father of Blossom Kusnitz 
12/29/2021 (Tevet 25, 5782) 
Sydel Raffman, beloved mother in law of Ellen Raffman 
12/31/2021 (Tevet 27, 5782) 
Harry Raffman, beloved father if law of Ellen Raffman 
12/31/2021 (Tevet 27, 5782) 
Clara Friedlander, beloved mother of Alex Friedlander 
 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR YAHRZEIT DONATIONS 

 
 

David & Rosalie Baker, in memory of Florence Glicklich 

Daniel & Basya Marcus, in memory of Rose Marcus 

Steven & Nancy Natt, in memory of Ada Natt 

Ellen Raffman, in memory of Irvin Raffman 

 Vernon & Marilyn Schlamowitz, in memory of Tillie Schlamowitz 

Leomi Simkin, in memory of Irwin Simkin 

Harold Wilshinsky, in memory of Max Wilshinsky 

Thomas & Georgiann Wolf, in memory of Jeanne Wolf 

 Joseph & Susan Zacherman, in memory of Sara and Abraham Zacherman 
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS DONATIONS  
 
 

Zandra Greene, in memory of Barry Greene 
The Hemlock Farms Writers Group, in memory of Bob Sirotkin 

David & Phyllis Malinov 

Barbara Sirotkin 

Thomas & Georgiann Wolf 

Ibolya & Semyon Zilbert  

Martin Zuckerman 
 

 
 

**HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO** 
 

 
December 5th    Amanda Rudin 
December 7th    Marcia Eisenmesser 
December 8th    Allison Nagelberg 
December 10th    Michael Radbill 
December 11th    Mark Engelman 
December 17th    Martin Evers 
December 19th    Jean Seltzer 
December 22nd    Nilda Bloomberg 
December 23rd    Arlene Rudin 
December 29th    Jean Fishman 
December 31st    Stephen Sobel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     ***HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO**  
 

 
December 12th Michael & Shari Stopler     31st Anniversary 
December 12th Corinne Zimmerman & Ernest Maginsky   40th Anniversary 
December 25th Alan & Roslyn Brilliant     60th Anniversary 
December 28th Mark & Chelle Engelman     46th Anniversary 
December 29th Michael & Tanya Pechersky    32nd Anniversary 
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REMINDERS 

                                                    

 WEIS RECEIPTS (Sisterhood Fundraiser) may be dropped off at 213 Maple Ridge 
Drive or at the office.                                                                                   

 

 OFFICE: Open:  Wednesday and Friday from 10am to 3pm. 
E-mail jfhf1516@gmail.com, phone (570)775-7497 and fax (570)775-7823. There is 
also a locked mailbox outside the building for drop off of any correspondence.  Masks 
are required for all entrants to the Fellowship for business and services. 

 

 NOTE: Please do not drop off any donations of books or other items in front of the 
building as we are not accepting any at this time. 
 

 WEBSITE – Information regarding the Fellowship and links to our events will 
continue to be available at http://www.jfhf.org. 

 

 SOCIAL MEDIA – The Fellowship has a private and secure Facebook Group page for 
JFHF members.  This FB page can be accessed by contacting Dr. Carole Gutterman, the 
administrator of our Facebook group.  She advises that access requires prior JFHF 
Membership verification to preserve security. You may send her a request to join the 
Group at Nseprof2@yahoo.com. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jfhf1516@gmail.com
http://www.jfhf.org/
mailto:Nseprof2@yahoo.com
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Thank you for supporting the Jewish Fellowship with your advertisements ~ ~ ~ 

 

 

 
BELLA TINA                  Full 

Service Salon & Spa                       445 

Route 739 (570) 775-4246         Cut ~ 

Color ~ Perm ~               Swedish & 
Medical Massages ~ Facials ~ Manicures 

~ Pedicures 
 

Tues & Wed-7:30am-5pm; Thurs – 7:30am-

7pm; Fri-7:30am-5pm;       Sat-7am-5pm 

 

Pain relief - Rehabilitation – Wellness      

TIGUE CHIROPRACTIC       
Dr. Lynnita M. Tigue  

662 Route 739  
     Lords Valley, PA 18428   (570) 775-6205  

  

AWA Group, LLC 

Insurance 

 

PA, NY & NJ ~ ~ Home, Auto, Life and Business 

    

FL ~ ~   Auto 
(570) 775-9800 

(888) 775-9800 662 Route 739 

      Lords Valley, PA 18428 

 

COLWELL 
Termite & Pest Control 

“Quality Work is Our Reputation” 

The Most Thorough Pest Management Ever 
Residential, Industrial, Commercial, Bird Control, 

Crawl Space Ventilation/Vapor Barrier, Wood 

Destroying Insect Reports, Bat Exclusion 

(570) 775-0707 or (800) 378-0600 Ext 15 

 

Fantastic Tours & Travel 
  Your Hemlock Farms Agent 
 
Anet Vivian Deutsch, Travel Consultant 

   516 551-8826   travelviva@yahoo.com 

 

Cruises, Tours, Honeymoons,  Family 

Vacations and Groups 

 

mailto:travelviva@yahoo.com

