
 

 

 
 
(Revised 26 September 2021) 
Introduction to Chaplain’s Corner 
 
 Many thanks to the Fellowship for inviting me to contribute columns to 
JFHF.org.  Sometimes you will see a summary of a Davar Torah I gave.  
Sometimes it will be a perspective on a trend, article, or book the crossed 
my path.  It will be an honor to write a response to a question you have, 
confidentiality, of course.  I am a Staff Chaplain at nearby Bon Secours 
Community Hospital in Port Jervis. 
 I pray you will become more familiar with the role of a modern, Board-
Certified Professional Chaplain, how we complement the roles of other 
professionals.  I am proud to be a BCC, Board-Certified Chaplain, 
credentialed by NAJC (Neshama: Association of Jewish Chaplains).  There 
are three accrediting Boards share a set of common standards.  These 
include a Master’s Degree in Religion/Theology/Pastoral Care (I took a 
second Master’s Degree for this), four semesters of very special hospital 
internships, (I trained at Tampa General, Mount Sinai New York, and Lenox 
Hill New York (twice)), then 2,000 hours of paid chaplaincy employment 
before one can sit for the Boards.  I am proud that I passed the Boards at 
my first appearance, May 8, 2019.   
 I transformed from a volunteer chaplain to a professional chaplain.  
My 30 years of volunteer chaplaincy included managing the Jewish 
cemeteries in Tallahassee, Florida and their related end-of-life programs, 
plus volunteering at three prisons, one state mental hospital, two hospices, 
and two hospitals.  My professional career most of that time was as Vice 
President of Tourism Research for the State of Florida.  Before that, I 
developed advertising research for Publishers Clearing House.  
 It is an honor to be a part of the Fellowship.  I pray that I can be a 
valuable resource to all of you.  Thank you for the honor. 
Chaplain Barry E. Pitegoff, BCC 
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