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Expanding L’dor v’dor Moments 

 
 We chant l’dor v’dor all the time, and we chant its translation, “from 
generation to generation,” all the time.  What did we receive from the generations 
before us and what are the best gifts we can give to the generations after us, 
either directly through our seeds or indirectly through how we touch others?  My 
favorite Yiddish proverb translates into, “Memories are all we truly own.”  David 
Brooks, prolific writer and New York Times  columnist, urges us to identify 
ourselves more by our “Eulogy (Hesped) Virtues” and less by our “Resume 
Virtues.”  
 In his autobiography, Pablo Casals reflected that “working with love can 
prolong life.”  Now, that is a value we can truly teach by example.  Pablo Casals 
(1876-1973) is generally considered the greatest cellist of all time.  Those who 
reflect on his musicianship that way often link it to expanding on his character 
that way, also.  Fritz Kreisler (1875-1962), regarded as one of the greatest 
violinists of all time, referred to Pablo Casals as, “the greatest man who ever 
drew a bow.”  Phrasing it that way has a beautiful ambiguity.  It describes Casals 
as a great man first, and as a great cellist second.  What a beautiful legacy.  
Even the late funnyman, George Carlin, reflected on Pablo Casals with a 
cherished respect:  Carlin once said, “when Casals (then aged 93) was asked 
why he continued to practice the cello three hours a day, Casals replied, ‘I'm 
beginning to notice some improvement ...' [A]nd that's the thing that's in me. I 
notice myself getting better at this," Carlin continued. 
 One of my favorite websites which I read regularly and recommend to 
exercise your emotions and your emotional thinking is brainpickings.com by 
Maria Popova.  In her recent column of July 7, 2021, Ms. Popova wrote on the 
legacy lessons of Pablo Casals, through essays in his autobiography, Joys and 
Sorrows.  Casals had performed at the White House for President and Mrs. 
Kennedy privately, and for a wider audience.  Casals was devastated by the 
Presidential assassination.  Referring to it as one of the sorrows told in his 
autobiography, Casals said, “I have seen much of suffering and death in my 
lifetime, but I have never lived through a more terrible moment….It was as if a 
beautiful and irreparable part of the world had suddenly been torn away.” 
 Casals also lamented later on that perhaps our increased impulse for 
violence stemmed from losing the ability “to see the miraculous in the mundane.”  
This is also brought out in Annie Dillard’s eco-classic, Pilgrim at Tinker’s Creek, 
where Dillard urges us to “unpeach the peaches,” see them again as if for the 
first time. 

http://pickings.com/


 

 

 The last concert that Casals conducted was of a youth orchestra in 
Jerusalem, invited by Isaac Stern, in 1973.  Two years before, Casals had 
presented his “Hymn of the United Nations” at the UN, where he received the 
U.N. Peace Medal in honor of his work towards “peace, justice and freedom.”  
 Casals’ passion was both to inspire children and to inspire others to inspire 
children, clearly a l’dor v’dor philosophy.  As Casals phrased it in Joys and 
Sorrows, “In the confusion that afflicts the world today, I see a disrespect for the 
very values of life….People move hectically but give little thought to where they 
are going….You must cherish one another.  You must work - - we all must work - 
- to make this world worthy of its children.” 
 As the saying goes, “Think globally.  Act locally.”  What a beautiful global 
l’dor v’dor lesson Pablo Casals tried to teach us:  “Make this world worthy of its 
children.”  Ken yehi ratzon, May it be Hashem’s will. 
  
For Further Reading: 

“The Moral Bucket List,” by David Brooks, NY Times opinion, April 11, 
2015. 
The Road to Character by David Brooks  
Pablo Casals entry in wikipedia.com   
brainpickings.com, July 7, 2021 

http://wikipedia.com/

