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“Creating L’dor V’dor Moments” 
 

 To paraphrase The Talmud into more modern language, “When you teach 
your child, you teach your child’s child.”  To do this, you need to create L’dor 
V’dor moments, spiritual journeys that take one generation to the next.  This is an 
important tool in “How Will Synagogues Reinvent Themselves?” (Los Angeles 
Jewish Journal, November 4, 2021).  Editor-in-Chief David Suissa writes in this 
article, “… Social programs can connect younger kids to the wisdom of 
grandparents.”   
 I suggest two ways to consider doing this.  The first one has already been 
implemented at our shul.  Under the leadership of Rabbi Bickhardt, we are 
transforming many of the Saturday morning Davar Torah learning moments from 
“adult-oriented and academic-researched” treatises into child-friendly stories, 
with the Davar leader sharing these lessons from a stool in front of a circle of our 
children and grandchildren.  Although adult versions of each Davar Torah can be 
readily found Online and in Adult Ed, the child-friendly versions help all of us to 
grasp the big ideas from each parsha.   
 I am a great advocate of going to the Children’s Sections of our libraries, 
first to learn about something new in an easy and exciting way, like relativity or 
calculus, then moving on to the related books in the adult section.  I have been 
entrusted with the honor of writing and delivering several of these child-friendly 
Saturday Morning Davar Moments.  Preparing them has instilled in me a greater 
discipline for reducing syllables, for reducing verbiage, and for selecting the one 
or two big ideas to teach each week.  Here are some examples: 
 On October 23, 2021, Parsha Vayera, Abraham greeting strangers at the 
entrance to his tent, I tried to teach the Jewish values of visiting the sick and 
hospitality to the stranger. 
 On October 30, 2021, Parsha Chaye Sarah, I tried to teach the Jewish 
values of feeding your pets before yourself, and the importance of treasuring 
memories. 
 On November 13, 2021, Parsha Vayetzei, I will try to teach the concepts of 
“Where Does G-D Dwell” and “Can Dreams Come True?” 
 If you missed these services in person and would like copies of these talks 
for you to share, generation-to-generation, please contact me directly. 
 Here is one more generation-to-generation tool you can apply right away, a 
tool I feel is also in a shortfall.  Parents-to-be invest considerable effort to select 
the names (English and Hebrew) of their future child.  In the Jewish tradition, 
especially in the Jewish Ashkenazic tradition, often the future child is named in 



 

 

honor of a recently deceased relative.  This is to “carry on the name,” but it 
should also be to carry on the heritage.   
 When I am a Chaplain in a hospital with Labor & Delivery, and I have been 
invited to bless a newborn, of any faith, I always inquire, “How did you select the 
name?”  When the baby will be carrying on the name of someone in the family, I 
go on to ask, “Please tell me about that person.  What will you teach your new 
child about that relative?”  Too often, the silence is deafening, as they say. 
 For those of us who wear badges in our hospitals, one of my mantras is 
the badge does not give us immunity from what we treat.  I am named in honor of 
my father’s mother, who died about a year before I was born.  In the spirit of self-
disclosure, I have never seen a picture of my fraternal grandmother nor has 
anyone in the family ever told me anything about her.   
 Please change this when you have the opportunities.  Magnify the L’dor 
V’dor” moments by teaching your children and grandchildren about the legacies 
to which they have been entrusted through their names.  My favorite Yiddish 
proverb translates into, “Memories are all we truly own.”  Help make those 
memories. 
 Thank you.   
 
  


