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Every Rabbi has their Torah. It weaves its way in and out of pastoral conversations, sermons, 

classes, divrei Torah, and even committee meetings. It has been my honor and pleasure to share 

my Torah with all of you at Old York Road Temple – Beth Am these last six years. Just as a 

refresher, in case you don’t remember hearing it, here is some of my Torah: 

• Each of us has the opportunity to make a life of meaning. 

• The Torah is a gift we must receive anew each day and in each generation. 

• The challenges and questions to which the young will apply Torah and its values have not 

been invented yet. 

• Every person matters. 

• People “throw their lot in” with a community when they know that they matter to  

that community. 

• The core of Jewish living and learning is becoming and living as a mensch. 

• Gratitude is a spiritual tool that can enrich our lives. 

Gratitude is what I bring to this moment of my rabbinate. I have been honored and delighted to 

serve Old York Road Temple – Beth Am and our Mensch Lab. I treasure the warm relationships 

I have been privileged to help nurture, and the memories we have made together. I have shared 

with you learning, good questions, spiritual uplift, sadness, excitement, and celebration. We have 

lived Judaism together these last years, and I am so blessed to have been a part of it. 

There is more work to do, though. The work of living. The work of growing. The work of 

marking time; of making meaning.  The work of repairing the world. 

I am heartened by the teaching of our Sages: “It is not our duty to complete all the work; but 

neither are we free to shirk our responsibility.” We remain committed to the tasks of being a 

people and building our world together. 

I have been grateful for your partnership in our work, each and every day. 

Kol Tuv—Kol Y’hiyeh Tov 

“It’s all good”—“It all will be good.” 

Rabbi Tornberg 
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6/2 – 6:30 p.m. Rabbi Tornberg & Cantor Zarkh 

Pride Shabbat with T'filah Band  

& June Birthday Blessings. Molish 

Sanctuary/Livestream 

6/9 – 6:00 p.m. – Rabbi Tornberg & Cantor 

Zarkh 

Kabbalat Shabbat in TBT Chapel  

6/16 – 6: 00 p.m. – Rabbi Leib & Cantor Zarkh 

Kabbalat Shabbat in TBT Chapel 

6/23 – 7:00 p.m. – Rabbi Leib & Cantor Zarkh  

Pre-Neg 6:00 p.m. 

Erev Shabbat Service 7:00 p.m.  

in Molish Sanctuary/Livestream 

We celebrate the installation of our Executive 

Committee members and new Board members. 

Additionally, we will extend our heartfelt thanks to 

our outgoing President, Joshua Posnan, and pass 

the gavel to our incoming President, Bruce Sham. 

6/30 – 6:00 p.m. – Rabbi Leib & Cantor Zarkh 

Kabbalat Shabbat in TBT Chapel 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

We will continue the sacred Jewish custom 

of publishing a "Book of Remembrance." 

This will include the prayers and readings 

used during our annual Yizkor service on 

Yom Kippur day. Kindly submit your names 

via ShulCloud no later than Friday, July 14 

to honor the memory of your loved ones.  

See Thursday’s ChaiLights email for the 

Book of Remembrance Form. 

 

$12 per name 

Individual names must be listed (cannot be a 

general message/greeting.) Please call the 

office if you need assistance (215) 886-8000. 

 

 

We welcome you to join us on 

Saturday mornings for our Torah 

Study at 9:00 a.m. 

& Peer-led Shabbat at 10:00 a.m.  

in the TBT Chapel 
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Parents, we need your help! 

We want your high school graduate(s) 

to stay connected to Beth Am while at 

college. Through our College 

Connection program, your young adult 

can stay up to date with ChaiLights 

and receive holiday gifts throughout 

the year. Additionally, they will be 

invited to share their experiences and 

connect with the clergy during their 

breaks. If you would like to add your 

child to the list, please send their full 

name, student address, and email to 

smardt@oyrtbetham.org.  

 

 

 

 

I look back fondly on the past two years and realize that they seemed to have flown by. I have 

enjoyed my time serving Old York Road Temple - Beth Am as President. I felt like it was a period 

of relative calm. As we welcomed our Beth Am family back into the building after what seemed like 

forever watching from home, we also: 

• Celebrated Beth Am’s 75th Anniversary with an incredible gala which raised $114,000 

• Dedicated the Czech Holocaust Torah Memorial 

• Packed 3,000 meals with the Mensch Lab for Rise Against Hunger 

• Enjoyed the amazing AppleFest 

• Worked together as a community during another successful Mitzvah Day 

• Shopped at Sisterhood’s Vintage Sale 

• Held Brotherhood’s Murder Mystery in-house for the first time 

• Brought families together to celebrate Israel’s 75th birthday 

• Made security improvements, including our new building access system 

• Transformed the library into a multi-use space 

• Voted on a new update to our congregational by-laws 

Last, but not least, my family and I celebrated the joyous occasion of my son, Miller, becoming a 

Bar Mitzvah in June of 2022. As I step into the role of Immediate Past President, know that I’ll still 

be around, still dedicated to making Old York Road Temple - Beth Am a place where all feel 

welcome and a place our children will be able to call home as well.  Thank you for the honor and 

privilege of serving Beth Am. 

 

B’shalom,  

Josh 

 

 


