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Rabbi Michael S. Beals                                    Rosh Hashana   5781 Day  

 It is election time and many American Jewish voters tend to ask the 

question, " what is better for Israel?" Elections do matter and they have 

consequences, however let me suggest that what is good for Israel is exactly what 

is good for the United States. This is particularly true for the three critical issues 

shared by both democracies. The first is victory over COVID-19, then victory over 

systemic racism, then victory over political animosity. It is that political animosity 

that poisons minds, stalls advancement, and tears at the very fabric of democracy. 

 Let us begin with COVID19 and a horrific number which means so much to 

both Israel and the United States: SIX MILLION.  This is the number of Jews who 

perished in the Holocaust – and this is the number of American citizens who have 

currently been infected by COVID19.   It is true that Israel got a much earlier start 

in tackling the pandemic than the United States.  Yet many of those early 

impressive COVID19 gains in Israel have been reversed with the government’s 

early openings of schools, event spaces, wedding halls and houses of worship. 

Israel’s experiences serve as a cautionary tale for the United States. 
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 The good news is that, as allies, the United States and Israel have chosen to 

work together.  Of a new House amendment to the Fiscal Year 2021 

appropriations package, one Congressman wrote: 

this bipartisan amendment [will] fund a new partnership between the U.S. and 

Israel to bring leading researchers from both countries together to defeat this 

devastating disease. Through this partnership, we can deepen our expertise in the 

development of drugs,  

vaccines,  

Artificial Intelligence solutions  

respiratory assist devices,  

diagnostic tests, and  

telemedicine  

in order to save lives.” 

      Israeli scientists are currently developing SIX different vaccine candidates 

as well as more than a dozen different treatment options for the deadly lung 

inflammation caused by COVID-19.  

The first step is Victory over COVID 19. 
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Now to systemic racism challenges in both countries where there are daily 

demonstrations in the U.S. AND Israel. 

In addition to COVID19 challenges, both Israel and the United States are 

reeling from now daily demonstrations in both countries from systemic racism.  In 

the United States, the now familiar names of Breonna Taylor, Ahmaud Arbery, and 

Eric Garner, are accompanied by new Black victims of police violence: George 

Floyd of Minneapolis, Minnesota, Jacob Blake of Kenosha, Wisconsin, and Daniel 

Prude of Rochester, New York.  

Israel, too, has seen nightly demonstrations in Jerusalem in response to 

police violence, especially against Arabs and Jewish Ethiopian boys – the children 

of parents and grandparents airlifted during the inspiring Operation Solomon in 

1991. A grass roots organization of Ethiopian women called Mothers on Guard 

leads nightly demonstrations in Jerusalem protesting police brutality against their 

sons. 

Racial profiling is a common practice of police institutional racism against 

Blacks. The popular term within the African American community is called “driving 

while Black.”  Israel has a similar problem.  
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 It comes from more than 50 years of Israeli young men and women, ages 18-24, 

manning Palestinian Check Points in the West Bank. 

A 2015 Rand Corporation study on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict reported: 

“Israeli soldiers experience PTSD.  Many Israelis are also aware of the less 

severe but more insidious sociopsychological effects of the conflict. Effects 

include: 

1. greater levels of general distress and  

2. higher health care utilization,  

3. support for political violence and authoritarianism,  

4. an increased sense of insecurity,  

5. greater risk-taking ,  

6. and aggressive behaviors.” 

In Israel and in the United States we know this is a partial explanation. It should 

not be an excuse, and it is definitely not a solution.  To move forward as 

democracies, Israel and the United States need victories over Systemic Racism. 

Finally, no matter what our political differences, on COVID19 and racism 

policies, and other issues: partisan politics in both the US and in Israel have sunk 

to new lows. 
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 Both democracies are experiencing legislative and electoral paralysis.  The  

Congress cannot even agree on basic COVID aid for suffering Americans. And in 

Israel, citizens deadlocked three times in choosing a prime minister. Only the 

threat of COVID19 was able to temporarily create a government of national unity.  

 

In congregations, and even around some dinner tables in both the US and 

Israel, people who should be bound by shared religion or family ties cannot have 

a civil, respectful conversation if they belong to different political parties.  

Compromise is seen as weakness.  Articulating your opponent’s point of view, 

once common among the rabbis of the Talmud, is now a lost art.  This is as much a 

problem at the very top of our respective governments as it is in own homes and 

communities. 

When considering the common immediate challenges facing the United States 

and Israel,  

1.  Victory over Covid19, 

2.  Victory over systemic racism, and  

3.  Victory over political animosity and paralysis 
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it is clear both allies need to learn from one another and move forward.  And we 

would do well to consider basic Jewish values common to addressing these 

threats.   

When it comes to COVID19, the Jewish value of pekuah nefesh, of the 

sanctity of human life, outweighs any other consideration – even opening schools 

and getting the economy going.  Because if you are dead, none of these other 

considerations will matter. 

When it comes to police brutality born of institutional racism, the Jewish 

value of b’tslem Elohim, is more important than all other considerations.  Every 

human being, no matter their race, gender, sexual orientation, religion, 

nationality, -- or political party -- is born in the image of God.  And when we lose 

one person to a violence born of racism, we diminish God’s presence in our world. 

And finally, when it comes to the terrible political divisions pulling our 

societies apart, we must come back to Psalm 133:1: hiney ma tovu ma naim, 

shevet achim gam yahad – “How good and pleasant it is for brothers and sisters 

to sit together in unity.”  It is only by coming together can we in the United 

States, and our dear friends in Israel, tackle the existential challenges facing our 

respective countries.   
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May this be a year when we use the best of our Jewish values to address 

our most pressing challenges. May we not only exercise our right to vote but also 

ensure that all of our family and friends, from our youngest eligible voters 

studying in colleges away from home, to our eldest voters living in convalescent 

and retirement homes, are also able to vote.  And after the votes are tallied, no 

matter what the result is on November 4th, may we find a way of bridging our 

differences to come together as one, and let us say amen. 

 


