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Blessing Before Searching for Hametz
Praised be You, O Lord our God, King of the universe, who has made us holy with your 

Mitzvot and has given us the Mitzvah of removing leaven before Passover.

After the Search, Set Aside All of the Hametz and Say:
May all leaven in my possession which I have not seen be 

regarded as non-existent and considered as mere dust of earth.

Next Morning, Burn the Hametz, Spoon, Etc. and Say:
May all leaven in my possession, whether I have seen it or not, or whether I have removed 

it or not, be regarded as  non-existent and considered as mere dust of earth.

    The complete Hebrew text may be found in any full Passover Haggadah.

On Thursday evening before the fi rst Seder, every 
home should make a “Bedikat Hametz” (search for 
Hametz – any food which is leavened). Since most 
homes are already free of Hametz by this time, it is 
customary to hide a few pieces of bread around the 
house to fi nd. If there are children present, the parents 
do the hiding and the children search. (We hide the bread 
to make sure there is Hametz to fi nd.) 

The search for Hametz should be made with a lit 
candle, a feather and a wooden spoon. Any Hametz 
which is found by the light of the candle should be swept 
into the spoon with the feather. All of these items are 
put aside until morning. In the morning, the spoon, the 
feather, and the Hametz are burned together. A special 
prayer is said on the evening of the search and in the 
morning. These prayers “cancel” any Hametz which 
might accidentally be left in the house and make it “like 
dust of the earth.”

 Bedikat Hametz
(Searching for Hametz)

Join us for the Siyyum
On Thursday morning, March 25, 2021, immediately following services, which will begin at 7:30 this morning only.

Join us for the Siyyum
On Thursday morning, March 25, 2021, immediately following services, which will begin at 7:30 this morning only.

First borns (both male and female) are required to 
fast on the eve of Passover. To make it possible for fi rst 
borns to avoid the fast, it is traditional for congregations 
to schedule a festive religious celebration, a Simcha Shel 
Mitzvah, on the eve of Passover at the morning service. 

The form it takes is called a Siyyum - a reception 
upon the completion of the study of a tractate of the 
Talmud. The rabbi will conclude his study of a tractate 
on that morning, and we invite the entire congregation 
to come and join in the festivities. As a side benefi t, any 
fi rst borns will be exempt from fasting.

 Fast of the First Born

Before Friday the stove should be koshered for
Pesach. All cooking should be done in Pesachdige pots
and only Pesach utensils should be be used. Food
required for Shabbat and for the fi rst Seder should be
cooked at this time.

Shabbat Meals-Full Pesach meals should be served
on Friday evening and Saturday morning. Egg Matzah

that is “Kosher for Passover” may be used for hamotzi.
At the afternoon meal, seudah shlishit, no egg Matzah 
should be served. The meal should consist of a snack of
fruit, fi sh or eggs. The meal should not be served too late
in the afternoon. (It should be completed approximately
two and a half halachic hours before sunset).

When Passover begins on a Saturday night
what special practices are to be followed?



Mechirat Hametz – We are not always able to destroy 
all our hametz. It may be economically disastrous. So the 
Rabbis ordained that a symbolic sale be made of all our 
hametz to a non-Jew who sells it back after Pesach. This 
transaction is normally completed by the Rabbi for the 
entire congregation. Incidentally, it is only necessary to 
sell or destroy foodstuffs; dishes and utensils are simply 
locked away for the duration of the festival.

We invite every member of the congregation to 
appoint Rabbi Re’em to represent him or her for this 
transaction. The rabbi will then “sell” everyone’s hametz 
to a non-Jew for the duration and symbolically buy it 
back.

While many will say this is only a legal fi ction, it 
demonstrates, as does every symbolic act, the intention 
to observe the laws, and it is this intention which matters. 
Because of the requirement of disposing of all hametz 
by 2 pm, Thursday, March 25th, the ritual transaction 
must be completed by then. Temple Beth El members 
may appoint Rabbi Re’em as their agent in the following 
manner.

1.  Come into the Temple offi ce and sign the   
 authorizing contract or 

2. Send in the completed form below with your 
donation. Checks should be made payable to the 
Sisterhood Ma’ot Hittim Fund.

Passover Fund Support Needed

Since Matzah for Pesach is a Mitzvah, a collection is 
taken to provide money for matzah and other Passover 
essentials for the poor. This is called Ma’ot Hittim. 

In keeping with Jewish tradition, Sisterhood is now 
accepting contributions for our Ma’ot Hittim Fund, which 
is the source of help to all needy families who turn to 
the Jewish Community for assistance prior to Passover. 

You will derive great satisfaction from knowing that 
your gift has made it possible for someone less fortunate 
to celebrate the holiday.  As in past years, Sisterhood will 
shop for Passover necessities and treats and prepare 
boxes for Jewish Family Service to distribute.

Checks should be made payable
to Sisterhood of Temple Beth El

Form of Authorization for the Sale of Hametz

I (we), ,

empower and permit Rabbi Moshe Re’em to act in my (our) behalf, to sell all the 

hametz (leaven) and all products and items containing even the slightest amount of 

hametz possessed by me (us), knowingly or unknowingly, as defi ned by Torah and 

Rabbinic Law, and to lease all places wherein the above-mentioned products owned by me

(us) may be found, especially at the premises located at (insert address where the hametz 

will be stored) 

and elsewhere. I enclose a check in the amount of $                                                 as a 

contribution to the Sisterhood of Temple Beth El. To this, I (we) do hereby affi x my (our) 

signature(s) this                          day of                         , 2021.

                                                                                                                             (signed).

The above takes effect as of Friday, March 26th, at 9:00 am.

This form must be in the Rabbi’s hand by 2pm. on Thursday, March 25th.

Selling Your Hametz



Since the Torah prohibits the eating of hametz during 
Pesah, and since many common foods contain some ad-
mixture of hametz, guidance is necessary when shopping 
and preparing for Pesah. 

During the eight days of Pesah, hametz doesn’t lose 
its identity in a mixture. Therefore, the minutest amount of 
hametz renders the whole mixture hametz and its use on 
Pesah is prohibited. However, during the rest of the year 
hametz follows the normal rules of mixture, i.e. it loses its 
identity in an admixture of one part hametz and sixty parts 
of non-hametz (batel be-shishim). This affords us the op-
portunity to differentiate between foods purchased before 
and during Pesah. 

What follows is a general guideline. However, your 
rabbi should be consulted when any doubt arises. Kosher 
le-Pesah labels that do not bear the name of a rabbi or 
one of the recognized symbols of rabbinic supervision, or 
which are not integral to the package, should not be used. 

Prohibited foods include the following: leavened bread, 
cakes, biscuits, crackers, cereal, coffees containing cereal 
derivatives, wheat, barley, oats, spelt, rye and all liquids 
containing ingredients or fl avors made from grain alcohol. 

Most Ashkenazic authorities have added the following 
foods (kitniyot) to the above list: rice, corn, millet, legumes 
(beans and peas; however, string beans are permitted). 
These and other plant foods (e.g. Mustard, buckwheat, and 
sesame seeds) are not permitted in Passover. The Commit-
tee on Jewish Law and Standards has ruled unanimously 
that peanuts and peanut oil are permissible, as peanuts 
are not actually legumes. Some Ashkenazic authorities 
permit, while others forbid, the use of legumes in a form 
other than their natural state, for example corn sweeteners, 
corn oil, and soy oil. Sephardic authorities permit the use 
of all of the above. Consult your rabbi for guidance in the 
use of these products. 

FOODS
The Torah prohibits the ownership of  (hameitz) 

(fl our, food or drink made from the prohibited species of 
leavened grain: wheat, oats, barley, rye or spelt) during 
Pesah.12 Ideally we burn or remove all  (hameitz) from 
our premises which may be effected by donations to a 
local food pantry.

In some cases, however, this would cause prohibitive 
fi nancial loss. In such cases, we arrange for the sale of the 

 (hameitz) to a non-Jew and its repurchase after Pesah:

 (mekhirat hameitz -the sale of hameitz) 
is accomplished by appointing an agent, usually one’s 
rabbi to handle the sale. This must be considered a valid 
and legal transfer of ownership and thus the items sold 
must be separated and stored away from all other foods 
and supplies. This means that non-Passover dishes, pots, 
utensils and  (hameitz) food that have been sold 
as part of the selling of one’s  (hameitz) should be 

Preparing for Passover
separated, covered or locked away to prevent accidental 
use.

At the end of the holiday, the agent arranges to 
repurchase the items on behalf of the owner, since the  

 (hameitz) at that time is again permitted. One must 
wait until one is sure the repurchase has been done. If 
ownership of the  (hameitz) was not transferred before 
the holiday, the use of any such  (hameitz) remains 
prohibited after the holiday (  hameitz she-avar alav 
ha-Pesah) and any such products should be given away 
to a non-Jewish food pantry.

Prohibited Foods
Since the Torah prohibits the eating of  (hameitz) 

during Pesah, and since many common foods contain some 
 (hameitz), guidance is necessary when shopping and 

preparing for Pesah.

Prohibited foods (  hameitz) include the following:

• biscuits   • cakes

• coffees containing cereal derivatives

• crackers   • leavened bread   • pasta

These are foods that are generally made with wheat, 
barley, oats, spelt or rye (grains that can become  
(hameitz). Any food containing these grains or derivatives 
of these grains must be certifi ed kosher for Pesah.

Flavorings in foodstuffs are often derived from alcohol 
produced from one of these grains which would render 
that food  (hameitz). Such products also need Pesah 
supervision.

 Kitniyot

In the fall of 2015 the CJLS began to permit the 
consumption of kitniyot for Ashkenazim.

This permission does not come without a few caveats. 
The first is that the Committee on Jewish Law and 
Standards affi rms that this new position does not constitute 
an instruction to consume kitniyot during Pesah, but rather 
a halakhic basis and guideline for those who choose to do 
so. We recognize that while some individuals, communities, 
and institutions will utilize this new ruling, others may 
choose not to do so. Both are equally legitimate and derekh 
eretz should be the guiding value with which we hold our 
communal and interpersonal conversations around this 
topic. For those who do avail themselves of this ruling, it is 
important to note the following  specifi c guidance, cited in 
the p’sak halakhah of the responsum by Rabbis Amy 
Levin and Avram Reisner:

1) Fresh corn on the cob and fresh beans (like lima 
beans in their pods) may be purchased before and during 
Pesah, that is, treated like any other fresh vegetable.

Continued...



2) Dried kitniyot (legumes, rice and corn) can be 
purchased bagged or in boxes and then sifted or sorted 
before Pesah. These should ideally not be purchased in 
bulk from bins because of the concern that the bin might 
previously have been used for hameitz, and a few grains 
of hameitz might be mixed in. In any case, one should 
inspect these before Pesah and discard any pieces 
of hameitz. If one did not inspect the rice or dried beans 
before Pesah, one should remove pieces of hameitz found 
in the package on Pesah, discarding those, and the kitniyot 
themselves remain permissible.

3) Kitniyot in cans may only be purchased with 
Pesah certifi cation since the canning process has certain 
related hameitz concerns, and may be purchased on 
Pesah.

4) Frozen raw kitniyot (corn, edamame [soy 
beans], etc.): One may purchase bags of frozen non- 
hekhshered kitniyot before Pesah provided that one can 
either absolutely determine that no shared equipment was 
used or one is careful to inspect the contents before Pesah 
and discard any pieces of  hameitz). Even if one did not 
inspect the vegetables before Pesah, if one can remove 
pieces of (hameitz) found in the package on Pesah, the 
vegetables themselves are permissible.

5) Processed foods, including tofu, although containing 
no listed hameitz, continue to require Pesah certifi cation 
due to the possibility of admixtures of hameitz during 
production.

6) Even those who continue to observe the Ashkenazic 
custom of eschewing kitniyot during Pesah may eat from 
Pesah dishes, utensils and cooking vessels that have come 
into contact with kitniyot and may consume kitniyot derivatives 
like oil that have a KP hekhsher.

Permitted Foods
An item that is kosher all year round, that is made with 

no   (hameitz), and is processed on machines used only 
for that item and nothing else (such as ground coffee) may 
be used with no special Pesah supervision. As we learn 
more about the processing of foods and the ingredients 
they contain, relying on the kashrut of a product for Pesah 
without a Passover  (kitniyot) may be problematic. 
14 Wherever possible, processed foods ought to have a 
“ ” (“kasher l’Pesah”)  (hekhsher) from a 
reliable source. Since that is not always possible, however, 
our guidelines refl ect some alternatives that are acceptable. 

Any food that you purchase with a “ ” (“kasher 
l’Pesah”)  (hekhsher) must have a label that is 
integral to the package and it should have the name of a 
recognizable, living supervising Rabbi or creditable kosher 
supervision agency if possible. If the label is not integral to 
the package or if there are questions regarding the labeling, 
the item should not be used without consulting a Rabbi.

No Pesah Hekhsher Required
Products which may be purchased without a Pesah  

 (hekhsher) before or during Pesah:

• baking soda

• pure black, green, or white tea leaves

• bicarbonate of soda

• unfl avored tea bags

• eggs

• unfl avored regular coffee

• fresh fruits and vegetables

• olive oil (extra-virgin only)

• fresh or frozen kosher meat
           (other than chopped meat)

• whole or gutted fresh fi sh

• whole or half pecans (not pieces)

• Nestea (regular and decaffeinated)

• whole (unground) spices and nuts

NO Pesah Hekhsher Required 
If Purchased Before Pesah

Products which may only be purchased without a 
Pesah  (hekhsher) before Pesah. If bought during 
Pesah they require a Pesah  (hekhsher):

Frozen, uncooked vegetables may be processed on 
shared equipment that uses  (hameitz) It is preferable 
to purchase those with a ” (“kasher l’Pesah”) label. 
One may, however buy bags of frozen non-hekhshered 
vegetables before Pesah provided that one can either 
absolutely determine that no shared equipment was used 
or one is careful to inspect the contents before Pesah and 
discard any pieces of  (hameitz). Even if one did not 
inspect the vegetables before Pesah, if one can remove 
pieces of  (hameitz) found in the package on Pesah, 
the vegetables themselves are permissible.16

*It has come to our attention that there is a possibility 
of grains being mixed with quinoa if it is not under Pesach 
supervision. The best option is to purchase quinoa with a 
Pesach  (hekhsher), if it is available. Where that is not 
available, purchase Bolivian or Peruvian quinoa, marked 
“gluten free” before Pesah. Please make certain that quinoa 
is the sole ingredient in the fi nal packaging. 17

— Preparing for Passover continued —

• all pure fruit juices
• quinoa
 (with nothing 
mixed in)*
• fi lleted fi sh 
• frozen fruit
 (no additives)
• white milk

• non-iodized salt
• Some products  
 sold by Equal  
 Exchange Fair  
 Trade Chocolate
• pure white sugar  
 (no additives)



Pesah Hekhsher Always Required
Products which require reliable ”(“kasher 

l’Pesah”) certifi cation (regular kosher supervision being not 
suffi cient) whether bought before or during Pesah:

• all baked goods – farfel, matzah, any product   
   containing matzah, matzah fl our,
   matzah meal, Pesah cakes

• candy   • soda
• liquor    • decaf coffee 
• canned tuna  • vinegar 
• grade AA butter  • decaf tea
• cheeses    • wine
• oils   • dried fruits
• chocolate milk  • yogurt
• herbal tea   • ice cream
• all frozen processed foods

Regarding cheeses and non Grade A butter, an 
inspection by a rabbi of a local dairy may suffi ce to resolve 
potential questions in some cases.

BABYFOOD

Baby food with a Passover  (hekhsher) is 
sometimes available. Of course, home preparation of baby 
food, using  ”(“kasher l’Pesah”) utensils and 
kitchen items is always possible. Pure vegetable prepared 
baby food that is, (kasher) the year round is acceptable 
for Pesah. The use of  (kitniyot) for babies is also 
acceptable with care taken that this baby food does not mix 
with food from the rest of the family. Separate dishes and 
utensils are recommended. Most infant formulas are made 
from soy and the use of  (kitniyot) does not apply to 
infants. Thus infant formula products,  (kasher) the year 
round, are acceptable for Pesah. Here as in baby foods, 
the bottles, nipples and formula should be kept away from 
the general kitchen area and clean up should be done out 
of the kitchen area (e.g. a bathroom sink). Separate dishes 
and utensils are recommended. Most infant formulas are 
made from soy and the use of  (kitniyot) does not 
apply to infants. Thus infant formula products,  (kasher) 
the year round, are acceptable for Pesah. Here as in baby 
foods, the bottles, nipples and formula should be kept away 
from the general kitchen area and clean up should be done 
out of the kitchen area (e.g. a bathroom sink).

MEDICINES

Prescription medicines are permitted. Non-prescription 
pills and capsules are permitted; for liquids, check with 
your rabbi.

PET FOOD

The issue of pets on Pesah is a complicated one. There 
are several options:

1. The pet is given, for the week of Pesah, to a gentile 
who can feed it whatever food is available.

Continued...

2. Since no  (hameitz) is allowed in our possession 
on Pesah, one could feed the pet either ”(“kasher 
l’Pesah”) pet food, pet foods with no grain, or food off your 
own table which is already ”(“kasher l’Pesah”). 
Incidentally  (kitniyot) would be permissible.

3. Some authorities allow for the pet to be sold along 
with the  (hameitz) belong to the Jewish owner, regular 
pet food would be fed. Note that the document of sale 
would have to include the pet as well as  (hameitz). If 
you have these pet foods in your home be careful to keep 
them away from the general kitchen area. Washing of pet 
utensils should be done out of the kitchen area (e.g. a 
bathroom sink).

NON FOOD ITEMS

Any detergents, cleaners, etc. which are not a food stuff 
and which are not eaten, may be used for Pesah with no 
hekhshered supervision. This would include:

• aluminum products • oven cleaner
• ammonia • paper bags
• baby oil • paper plates
• bleach     (with no starch coating)
• candles • plastic cutlery
• contact paper • plastic wrap 
• charcoal • polish
• coffee fi lters • powder and ointment
• fabric softener • sanitizers 
• isopropyl alcohol • scouring pads
• polish • stain remover
• laundry and • water with additives
    dish detergent • wax paper

Kashering of Utensils 
The process of kashering utensils depends on how the 

utensils are used. According to halakhah, leaven can be 
purged from a utensil by the same process in which it was 
absorbed in the utensil (ke-voleo kakhpofeto). Therefore, 
utensils used in cooking are kashered by boiling, those 
used in broiling are kashered by fi re and heat, those used 
only for cold food are kashered by rinsing.

A.  Earthenware (china, pottery, etc.) may not be kashered. 
However, fi ne translucent chinaware which has not 
been used for over a year may be used if scoured and 
cleaned in hot water.

B.  Metal (wholly made of metal) Metal utensils used in 
fi re (spit, broiler) must fi rst be thoroughly scrubbed and 
cleansed and then made as hot as possible. Those 
used for cooking or eating (silverware, pots) must be 
thoroughly scrubbed and cleaned and completely im-
mersed in boiling water.  Pots should have water boiled 
in them which will overfl ow the rim. The utensils should 
not be used for a period of at least 24 hours between 
the cleaning and the immersion in boiling water. Metal 
baking utensils cannot be kashered.

Continued...

— Preparing for Passover continued —



C. Ovens and Ranges 

 Every part that comes in contact with food must be thor-
oughly scrubbed and cleaned. Then, oven and range 
should be heated as hot as possible for an hour. If there 
is a broil setting, use it. Self-cleaning ovens should be 
scrubbed and cleaned and then put through the self-
cleaning cycle. Continuous cleaning ovens must be 
kashered in the same manner as regular ovens. 

D. Microwave Ovens 

 Which do not cook the food by means of heat, should 
be cleaned, and then an 8 oz. cup of water should be 
placed inside. Then the oven should be turned on until 
the water almost disappears (at least six of the eight 
ounces is gone). A microwave oven that has a browning 
element cannot be kashered for Pesach. 

E. Glassware

 Authorities disagree as to the method for kashering 
drinking utensils. One opinion requires soaking in water 
for three days, changing the water every 24 hours. The 
other opinion requires only a thorough scrubbing before 
Pesah. Or putting them through a dishwasher. Glass 
cookware is treated like a metal pot. Glass bakeware 
like metal bakeware cannot be kashered.

— Preparing for Passover continued —

Two primary observances mark Passover. The fi rst is 
abstinence from hametz for all eight days of the festival. The 
second major observance is the conducting of a special 
ceremonial service called a “Seder” in the home. 

The service followed at the Seder is described 
in a special prayer book, the Pesach (Passover) 
Haggadah. Each one at the Seder table has 
his own Haggadah. The Hebrew word Haggadah 
means “telling,” in this case telling the tale of the 
exodus from Egyptian bondage. 

At the end of the Pesach (Passover) meal, 
which is eaten in the course of the Seder, the door is 
opened as a symbol of the entry of Elijah the prophet. 
The concept that Elijah, the immortal prophet, visits 
each Jewish home on Pesach (Passover) emphasizes 
the signifi cance of the festival as a symbol of eternal 
freedom, for Elijah is the prophet who, according to 
Malachi, will be the precursor of God’s establishing 
His Kingdom on earth at the end of days. 

In addition, each person is provided with several 
cups of wine. As in all Jewish ceremonies the Kid-
dush, or declaration of sanctity of the day over a cup of 
wine introduces the service. Four cups of wine are drunk 

F. Dishwasher 

 After not using the machine for a period of 24 hours, 
a full cycle with detergent should be run.

G. Electrical Appliances

 If the parts that come into contact with hametz are re-
movable, they can be kashered in the appropriate way 
(if metal, follow the rules for metal utensils). If the parts 
are not removable, the appliance cannot be kashered. 
(All exposed parts should be thoroughly cleaned). 

H. Tables, Closets and Counter 

 If used with hametz, they should be thoroughly cleaned 
and covered, and then they may be used. 

I. Kitchen Sink 

 A metal sink can be kashered by thoroughly cleaning 
and then pouring boiling water over it. A porcelain sink 
should be cleaned and a sink rack used. If, however, 
dishes are to be soaked in a porcelain sink, a dish 
basin must be used, one for milk and one for meat. 

J. Hametz and Non-passover Utensils 

 Non-Passover dishes, pots and hametz whose own-
ership has been transferred, should be separated, 
locked up or covered, and marked in order to prevent 
accidental use.

during the Seder service. There is also a special goblet 
called the “Cup of Elijah” at the table. This cup is mentioned 
after dinner when we invite the spirit of Elijah to enter the 

home. Elijah, in Jewish tradition, is the messenger and 
harbinger of the Messianic days. 

During the Seder the head of the household 
sits on a cushioned chair to symbolize the ease 

and relaxation of freedom and free men. In some 
houses, a pitcher and bowl are placed near him 
because he will ritually wash his hands before eating. 

The Seder ends with the recital of various psalms, 
the singing of hymns and some popular songs. 

The Seder is one of the most beautiful and sig-
nifi cant events of the Jewish year. Every food, every 

movement has symbolic value. It is a poem of practices. 

The basic service thus is a home service on 
Pesach (Passover); but there are special services 
in the synagogue on the fi rst two days and the 

last two days of the festival, as well as on the Sabbath 
of Passover.

Celebrating Passover



So you think you can’t conduct a Passover Seder? 
You can so!

It is not as hard as you think, nor as complicated. On 
the other hand, the effort will yield you and your family 
great satisfaction. 

Many a family would like to have the pleasure of 
observing the Passover at home, but fails to do so 
because of the self-consciousness of the father. He is 
sure that he cannot run the Seder as his father did before 
him. The result is that thousands of Jewish homes are 
devoid of the cheerful and heart-warming spirit (not to 
mention the stirring idealism) that the proper observance 
of the Festival of Freedom can bring. 

Perhaps you can’t conduct Seder exactly as your 
father or grandfather did. But with the English translations 
contained in all modem Haggadahs you can make a 
good try. It would be a pity if Passover were to pass over 
your home without the observance which enables you to 
relive the fi ght for liberty experienced by our forefathers 
and without the ceremony which strengthens the bond 
between you and the other members of your family. 

Many people now attend group Sedarim (plural for 
Seders) which are now conducted by many temples, 
synagogues and centers. A congregational Seder is 
a fi ne event, but it need not replace the home Seder. 
It can supplement it. With a large group you can enjoy 
one type of experience; around your own table, a more 
intimate one.

Conducting a Seder
Here are some tips which will help you make a family 

Seder successful.

1.  Make sure everyone has a Haggadah. There are 
many beautiful Haggadot now on the market and 
you have a wide choice. The Rabbinical Assembly 
Haggadah, edited by Richard Siegel, is highly 
recommended.

2.  Don’t feel that your Seder must be too formal. 
You may interpolate into the various parts of the 
service your own comments. You may ask others 
to do the same. Keep the service moving along, 
but don’t feel that it has quite the same formality 
as a synagogue service. The Seder is a unique 
admixture of the solemn and the joyful.

3.  Study the Haggadah before the night of the Seder. 
Decide in advance which parts you can do in 
Hebrew and which in English. But be familiar with 
the text before you sit down for the ceremony.

4.  Rotate the reading of the parts of the Haggadah 
among those at the table. Some will read in 
English; others in Hebrew. Some will sing the 
songs in one style: others will use another melody. 
The very melange of Hebrew pronunciations and 
the variations in the manner of reading portions 
of the service will illustrate the diversity of the 
Jewish experiences.

5. Have the guests recite as many of the blessings 
as possible in unison, and even certain segments 
can be read in unison so as to engage the 
attention of everyone and make each one feel 
that he or she is participating in the service.

6.  Linger over favorite parts of the Haggadah. After 
having the youngest person present recite the 
Mah Nishtanah, ask others to recite it: the youngest 
father present; the youngest grandfather, etc.

7. Get a songster and become familiar with the 
songs of the Haggadah, or have someone with 
the knowledge of music and the ability to lead it 
primed in advance to spark the singing.

8. Make your reading pronounced enough to keep 
the children interested. Don’t skim through the 
material hastily and perfunctorily.

 

Detailed instructions on preparing for a Seder are in most Haggadot.

For more information, call the Temple.



A new twist on fi nding the afi komen: The children 
hide it and the adults have to fi nd it.

Instead of just a cup for Elijah, set a place at the 
table for him. For even more fun, have a friend or relative 
come dressed as Elijah to enter at the appropriate time. 
There are many wonderful stories written about Elijah 
that this “actor” could tell.

Fill Elijah’s cup by passing it around the table for 
each participant to help fi ll with their own wine.

Ask grandparents or an older relative to describe 
what Pesach was like when they were younger.

Have children and guests talk about what it must 
have been like to be a slave in Egypt. They can even 
act this out.

Every year, before the Seder, when the family is 
dressed in their best clothes, take a family portrait. Take 
out the previous year’s pictures to see how your family 
has grown.

Start a Pesach Memory Scrapbook. Fill it out during 
the week of Pesach with notes about your Seder, your 
guest list, who found the afi komen, a recipe that was a 
hit, or even something that you need to remember to 
buy for next Pesach.

Creative Ideas
Start making your own Family Haggadah for next 

Pesach. Take black and white photographs of your 
family portraying scenes from the Haggadah (dipping 
parsley, saying the four questions, fi nding baby Moses, 
pointing to the Seder plate). Make a text to accompany 
the pictures, paste in the pictures, and photocopy your 
new Family Haggadah!

Use one of the many innovative Haggadot available 
today. Some use puppets, several are for children, and 
many are for families, incorporating fun suggestions for 
children. Seders do not have to be boring!

Incorporate silly songs into your Seder, either at 
intervals during the Seder itself, or at the beginning, or 
end. Your children will probably learn some fun songs 
in school. Please use them!

Above all, make the Seder enjoyable, as well as a 
learning experience for your family. We’re never too old 
to do both!

Hag Sameach!

Shopping for Passover or 
TBE Gift Shop

✓ Seder Table Accessories: Seder Plates,  
 Matzah holders, & Covers, Horseradish &  
 Saltwater Sets, and Kiddush Cups.

✓ Cookbooks for trying something new.

✓ Afi komen prizes.

✓ Hostess Gifts.

Come pick-up your pre-ordered wine at 
TBE on Sunday, April 5th between 9 AM 
and 12 PM. A limited selection of wines 
will also be available for sale that day.

Sisterhood’s Holiday Wine Sale

Orders are due by 
Friday, March 20, 2020.


