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MARCH 2024 SERVICE SCHEDULE

Friday, March 1st, 6:00 PM
Kabbalat Shabbat Service
Light Candles 5:35 PM

Saturday, March 2nd, 9:30 AM
BAR MITZVAH OF 
PARKER RELLES

Torah portion Ki Tissa

Friday, March 8th, 6:00 PM
Kabbalat Shabbat Service
Light Candles 5:43 PM

Saturday, March 9th, 9:30 AM
SHABBAT SHEKALIM

MARCH BIRTHDAY SHABBAT
Shabbat for Everyone Service 10:00 AM 

Torah portion Vayakhel
JFE Family Havdalah 5:30 PM

Friday, March 15th, 6:00 PM
Kabbalat Shabbat Service
Light Candles 6:51 PM

Saturday, March 16th, 9:30 AM
BAT MITZVAH OF 
THALIA LEVINE

Torah portion P’kudei

Friday, March 22nd, 6:00 PM
Kabbalat Shabbat Service
Light Candles 6:58 PM

Saturday, March 23rd, 9:30 AM
SHABBAT ZACHOR

Torah portion Vayikra

Friday, March 29th, 6:00 PM
Kabbalat Shabbat Service
Light Candles 7:06 PM

Saturday, March 30th, 9:30 AM
Shabbat Service

Torah portion Tzav

*Information will be provided via our website www.bethelallentown.org on the Home Page

We Need Your Help!
Rabbi Re’em will visit or contact the 
members of Temple Beth El who are 
in the local hospitals. HIPPA laws 
prevent hospitals from releasing medical 
information. Upon routine admission, 
please use our Temple Code 17: for all 
the locations for Lehigh Valley Hospital 
and for all locations at St. Luke’s Hospital.  

When admitted through Emergency 
Room, please have your family member 

or friend notify the Temple Beth El offi  ce.

PURIM SCHEDULE

Saturday, March 23rd,
EREV PURIM, 8:00 PM

Ma’ariv and Megillah Reading at 
Congregation Brith Sholom

Purim Service

Sunday, March 24th, 9:00 AM
PURIM

Shacharit and Megillah reading at 
Temple Beth El

Family Fun! Community Purim Celebration at the JCC, 12:30 PM

More information on pages 14 and 15.
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Temple Beth El
1305 Springhouse Road 

Allentown, PA 18104
(610) 435-3521

Website address: bethelallentown.org
Affi  liated with the

United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Moshe Re’em .............................................................Rabbi
Kevin D. Wartell ........................................................Cantor-Educator Emeritus
Morgan Godorov .......................................................President
Michelle Rohrbach ....................................................Executive Director
Shari Spark ................................................................Coordinator of Ritual & Services
Bruce Reich ...............................................................Chairman of the Board
Patrick Dacey .............................................................Vice Chair of the Board
Marla Melman ...........................................................Senior Vice President
 ...................................................................................Fundraising Co Vice Presidents
Daniel Leisawitz ........................................................School Vice President
 ...................................................................................Membership Vice President
Miriam Harris - Botzum ............................................Secretary
Greg Harris ................................................................Treasurer
Bruce Reich ...............................................................Financial Secretary
 ...................................................................................Sisterhood
Patrick Dacey .............................................................Men’s Club President
Rance Block ...............................................................Honorary President
Robert z”l Hammel ....................................................Honorary Chairman of the Board

   
CHAI SOCIETY

Temple Beth El Chai’ly 
appreciates the support of 
our Chai Society Members 

for 2023:

Your generosity and participation 
in this program subsidizes school 
scholarships and programs, adult 
education programs, and Jewish 
Family Life Education programs.

Chai’er Level
Bonnie & 

Bobby z”l Hammel
L’Chaim Level 

Jean Wiener
Double Chai Level 

Stephanie & 
Robert Kricun

Adam & Nicole Edwards

 “Thirty days hath September, April, June, and 
November. All the rest have thirty one, except February 
alone, which has twenty-eight in line, till leap-year 
gives it twenty-nine.” As children we were taught this 
little ditty to learn the lengths of each month. This 
year is a leap year in the solar calendar and it is also a 
leap year in the Jewish lunar calendar. However, in the 
Jewish calendar instead of adding an additional day, we 
add a whole extra month. Why?

Since the lunar year is roughly 354 1/3 days in length 
and the solar year is approximately 365 ½ days, there 
is a discrepancy of about eleven days. That is why the 
Jewish holidays fall earlier each year. Were the Jewish 
calendar not to be adjusted with an additional month 
our seasonal holidays would gradually creep back until 
they fell in a diff erent season. Imagine observing the 
spring festival of Passover in winter! To address this 
problem, we add an additional month, Adar II, the 
third, sixth, eighth, eleventh, fourteenth, seventeenth, 
and nineteenth year of every nineteen year period. This 
thirteenth month, known as Adar Sheni or “Second 
Adar,” is added just before the Hebrew month of Nissan, 
since the month of Nissan marks the beginning of the 
agricultural new year (as opposed to Rosh Hashanna). 

How does this eff ect the observance of Yahrzeit 
(the anniversary of a loved one’s death)? If the death 
occurred in a leap year month of Adar II, the anniversary 
is observed in non-leap years during the regular month 
of Adar and in Adar II during leap years. What if the 
date of death was in Adar in a non-leap year? What 
do I do during a leap year? Do I observe the Yahrzeit 
in Adar I or Adar II? The answer is that it is observed 
during the fi rst month of Adar since the Rabbis argue 
that we should not “postpone performing a mitzvah 
(like observing a Yahrzeit).”

If the Talmudic principle is not to postpone 
performing a mitzvah, why then is Purim observed 
during Adar II in a leap year and not immediately in 
Adar I? Indeed, in the Talmud (Megillah 6b-7a) Rabbi 
Eliezer argues that Purim should be observed in the 
month following Shevat even in leap years. However, 
as is often the case, other rabbis disagree with him. 
For example, Rabbi Tavi says that it is better to put 
redemptions (that of Purim and that of Passover) close 
to each other. That became the accepted opinion. We 
wish everyone Simchat Purim, a very joyous Purim! 

Rabbi Moshe Re’em

Rabbi’s Message

Hadassah Virtual Study Group
Every other Wednesday, 1:30 PM

Temple Beth El
Allentown Hadassah presents a stimulating series 

of short story seminars. All are welcome to attend these 
FREE sessions on Zoom. The group will be reading 
selections from anthologies available from Amazon.
com. For dates and stories, email Marilyn Claire at 
mjclaire@gmail.com or call 610-972-7054.
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Laurie & Buddy Lesavoy on their son, Bret opening 
his private practice, Lesavoy Pediatric Dentistry LLC in 
Fogelsville.

Michelle & Jim Rohrbach in honor of the engagement 
of their son, Matthew to Samantha Heintzelman.

It’s A Simcha... Mazel Tov

Harriet May
Beloved mother of our Congregant, Cindy Levine

Gary Salvesen
Beloved brother of our Congregant, Nancy Amols

In Memoriam
The congregation extends its heartfelt sympathy 

to the family of …

B’nai Mitzvah B’nai Mitzvah continued

Parker Relles,  March 2nd, 2024

Parker Relles is a 7th grade 
student at Barrack Hebrew 
Academy. He  is passionate about  
basketball, football, video games, 
and time with his friends. He loves  
playing on the Barrack basketball 
team (Go Cougars!) and attending 
Camp Ramah in the Poconos during 
the summers.  Parker is the second 
of four children and is a kind and 

caring brother to his siblings.

Parker and his parents, Daniel and Dina, along with his 
siblings, Aiven, Gray, and Lane, invite the congregation to 
share their joy as he is called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah 
on March 2, 2024.

Thalia Eichler,  March 16th, 2024

 Thalia Eichler Levine is a 
seventh grader at Springhouse 
Middle School, where she is on the 
high honor roll. At Springhouse, 
she also plays the double bass in 
honors orchestra, works at the 
school newspaper and TV studio, 
and serves on the stage crew for an 
upcoming musical.

Outside of school, Thalia 
enjoys biking with her friends and can often be found 
baking fi ne delicacies. She is a member of the JCC’s JSeals 
Swim Team and has run two 5k races. 

Thalia’s mitzvah project is to help refugees, because 
at some point, every family is a refugee, somewhere or 
sometime. She will be holding a bake sale to raise money 
for the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS), which 
helps refugees all over the world, and also encourages 
direct donations at https://hias.org/.

Thalia, along with her parents, Jodi and Maccabee, 
warmly invites the congregation to share in their joy as she 
is called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah, and to join them for 
a kiddush lunch after services.

Jackson Golding,  March 10th, 2024

J ackson Golding will be cel-
ebrating his Bar Mitzvah on Rosh 
Chodesh Adar II on Sunday, March 
10th at Temple Beth El. He has ded-
icated this year to performing mitz-
vot in the community and incorpo-
rating meaningful moments on the 
day of his Bar Mitzvah as part of his 
mitzvah project. Jackson’s mitzvah 
initiatives include spending time at 

Ripple Community Inc. supporting our most vulnerable 
residents, aiding in fundraising eff orts for New Bethany 
supporting poverty and homelessness, and delivering care 
packages to the elderly and foster families in collaboration 
with Beth El Sisterhood and The Salvation Army.

Moreover, Jackson has chosen to participate in the 
Twinning Program for his Bar Mitzvah, remembering his 
relative, Lydia Jagendorf, who was tragically murdered by 
the Nazis at just 3 years old. He researched her story exten-
sively, registered her with Remember Us - The Holocaust 
B’nai Mitzvah Project, and engaged in intimate Zoom con-
versations with 3G Philly members to better understand 
other stories of the Shoah. Additionally, he will honor the 
memories of 12-year-old twins Liel and Yanai Hetzroni, 
who were murdered in Israel On October 7th, by making a 
donation to unit 107.co. Furthermore, in lieu of centerpiec-
es on the children’s tables at the Bar Mitzvah, Jackson has 
created and with the help of his mom delivered hundreds 
of goody bags to Israeli children who have been displaced, 
with additional gift baskets of supplies being donated to lo-
cal foster children through The Kindness Project.
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BUILDING FUND
Provides funds to maintain the beautiful treasure that 
is our synagogue. 
In Observance Of The Yahrzeit Of:
Jacob Lipsky – Carol Robins
Stanley Cylinder – Audrey Cylinder

CARING COMMUNITY FUND
Supports the programs of the Temple’s Caring 
Community (Shabbat Angels).
In Observance Of The Yahrzeit Of:
Arnold Miller – Vic & Judy Tynes

CAMP RAMAH
Provides scholarships for children attending Camp 
Ramah summer program
In Observance Of The Yahrzeit Of:
Paul Langer – Eric Langer

CULTURAL ARTS FUND
Provides funding to support musical & artistic 
programs
In Observance Of The Yahrzeit Of:
Dr. Harry Miller – Vic & Judy Tynes
Maurice & Irene Bloom – Michael & Rita Bloom

DR. STANLEY STEIN MEMORIAL 
FUND

In Honor Of:
Dave Feibus on his special birthday – Manya Stein
In Observance Of The Yahrzeit Of:
Stanley Stein – David & Eileen Feibus

GREEN FUND
Provides funds for our environment 
In Observance Of The Yahrzeit Of:
Dora Katz – Vic & Judy Tynes

E. G. SCOBLIONKO RELIGIOUS 
SCHOOL FUND

Provides assistance for religious school tuition for 
families in need & non-budgeted items for the school.
In Honor Of:
Ethel Melamut on the birth of her great-grandson, 
Isaac – Elaine Langer 
In Memory Of:
Gary Salvesen – Elaine Langer
In Observance Of The Yahrzeit Of:
Morris Rubenstein – Michael Benioff 
Paul Langer – Elaine Langer

TEMPLE BETH EL TRIBUTE FUNDS
Remembering a loved one or marking a special occasion is often done with Tzedakah, 

making a donation in honor or memory of a special person or event.
Reminder: Minimum Contribution To All Temple Funds is $10.00.

KIDDUSH FUND
(Assists with the costs for Kiddush and Onegs)
In Observance Of The Yahrzeit Of:
Bette & Albert Goldfarb – Marc & Laurie Berson

LIBRARY FUND
Provides support for the library to purchase books, 
videos & resource materials
In Observance Of The Yahrzeit Of:
Mae Levy – Harold & Sandra Goldfarb
Tama Fogelman – Mark Fogelman

MINYAN FUND
Provides resources for Minyan expenses.
In Observance Of The Yahrzeit Of:
Yisroail Dovid Miller; Abraham Katz – Vic & Judy 
Tynes
Herbert Blinderman – Wesley & Beth Kozinn

MORTON R. LEVY USY 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND

Provides scholarships to youth group members of our 
chapter to participate in USY conventions.
In Observance Of The Yahrzeit Of:
Myra Levy – Judi Cohen

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
For charitable purposes at the discretion of the 
Rabbi.
In Memory Of:
Gary Salvesen – Marilyn Claire
Harriet May – Larrie & Judy Sheftel
In Observance Of The Yahrzeit Of:
Leonard German – Sandi Teplitz
Jean Becker – Diane Laubach
Roger Kuhn – Karen Kuhn
Mazaltov Knafo – Rosine Knafo
Khava Gelfer; Mikhail Vishnevetsky – Eugene & 
Inna Vishnevetsky

SECURITY FUND
(Provides funds to help keep the synagogue safe)
In Observance Of The Yahrzeit Of:
Muriel Frank – Alan & Roberta Penn

SISTERHOOD FUND
Supports Sisterhood’s general operating budget
In Observance Of The Yahrzeit Of:
Gerald Bardasch – Mindy Feldman

TEMPLE FUND
Supports the general operating budget of our 
synagogue.
In Honor Of:
Ethel Melamut on the birth of her great-grandson, 
Isaac – Nate & Rusty Schiff 
In Memory Of:
Bobby Hammel – Dwight & Arlene Griffi  n; James & 
Janis Heller
Harriet May – Bob & Laura Black
Gary Salvesen – Bernie & Sara Schonbach
In Observance Of The Yahrzeit Of:
Harold Glantz – Jay & Margie Strauss
A. Alfred Kricun – Bob Kricun
Lillian Weiss Roth; Adele Wolensky; Mildred Hirsch 
– Jean Mandel
Leonard Schonberger – James Schonberger
Sara Abrams; Joseph Abrams; Benjamin Abramowitz 
– Leonard Abrams
Louis Zales – Jerry Zales
David Seiden – Maxwell Davison
Andrew Greenberg – David & Judy Greenberg; Leah 
Devine
Murray Wax – Vicki Wax
Philip Greenberg; Hyman Greenberg – Helen 
Greenberg
Jerome Ginsburg – Gloria Ginsburg
Bertha Braunstein; Nate Braunstein; Diana Reitars – 
Linda Silowka
Gennady Vishnevetsky – Eugene & Inna 
Vishnevetsky
Neil Schwab – The Blalock Family
Norman Shubinsky – Shirley Furmansky
Jules Jaspan – Carol Bernhard
Saadia Cohen – Rosine Knafo
Marvin & Diane Sandler – Ferne Sandler
Benno Westheim – Alan & Adrienne Westheim
Martha Kobrovsky; Mary Wolfe; Samuel Kobrovsky; 
Mildred Hororwitz; Nathan Horowitz; Rose 
Horowitz; Stanley Horowitz – Judy Horowitz
Benjamin Rubenstein – Beth Rubenstein 
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ENDOWMENT FOUNDATION 
FUNDS

Provides long term funding for our Temple.

GENERAL ENDOWMENT
In Memory Of:
Gary Salvesen – David & Susan Hyman

ENDOWMENT PHILANTHROPIC 
FUNDS

SADIE & SAMUEL BLOCK 
PHILANTHROPIC FUND

In Memory Of:
Harriet May – Rance & Sheryl Block
In Observance Of The Yahrzeit Of:
Sadie Block – Rance & Sheryl Block

HAMMEL FAMILY 
PHILANTHROPIC FUND

In Memory Of:
Bobby Hammel - Steve & Beverly Volk; Leon & 
Debbie Zoller; Ivan & Jill Schonfeld; Greg & Linda 
Hamilton; Joel & Lori Wiener; Ward & Judy Combs; 
Martin & Judy Krasnov; Richard & Arlene Stein; 
Phil Gregory; Margie & Jay Strauss; Gail Wolson

TEMPLE BETH EL TRIBUTE FUNDS

LILLIAN & JACOB 
MALENOVSKY PHILANTHROPIC 

FUND
In Memory Of:
Jason Lalak – Jay & Margie Strauss
In Observance Of The Yahrzeit Of:
Jacob Malenovsky; Rev. William Flax; Abraham 
Malenovsky; Elias Malenovsky – Rance & Sheryl 
Block
Jacob Malenovsky; Lillian Malenovsky – Robert & 
Shirley Malenovsky

IRWIN & ELLEN SCHNEIDER 
PHILANTHROPIC FUND

In Memory Of: 
John Millman – Irwin & Ellen Schneider
In Observance Of The Yahrzeit Of:
Henry Ross – Irwin & Ellen Schneider

Hosted by

Cantor Kevin Wartell
8 AM – 9:30 AM

WMUH 91.7

JEWISH MUSIC AND MORE EVERY FRIDAY

Jewish music,
along with messages
of spiritual wisdom

www.muhlenberg.edu/wmuh/stream.html
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March Yahrzeits
The following are the names of our beloved departed whose Yahrzeits will be observed this month

3/1/2024
Norman Baker

Elayne Cohen

Lillian Dobelle

Anna Katzman

Norma Kreindel

Bess Kuller Ehrlich

Hilda Lobell

Elias Malenovsky

Israel Mendelson

Bertha Neff 

Gerson Rosenberg

Isabelle Senderowitz

Meyer Stettner

Beatrice Weissman

3/2/2024
Stanley Craine

Lillian Dantsker

Morton Litwak

3/3/2024
Mary Kessler

David Marvi

Bernard Molovinsky

David Schiff 

Esther Schoichetman

Ida Spiro

3/4/2024
Natalie Coleman

Goldie Coleman

Arnold Delin

Mala Falk

Diane Sandler

Faye Silverman

Jacob Somach

3/5/2024
Claire Krasnov

David Krasnov

Ida Lieb

Isabel Philip

June Wood

3/6/2024
Isadore Gordon

Lauren Halper

Louis Horowitz

Fred Kuhn

Ruth Neuwirth

Lillian Schwab

Frances Shaff er

Anna Spiro

3/7/2024
Elaine Craine

Ethel Ferber

Lena Frumer

David Perkin

Frances Rosenthal

Sarah Salman

Jack Waitz

Benjamin Weiner

Miriam Wolson

3/8/2024
Jules Dresner

Elaine Gan

Isaac Goldstein

Martha Mendelson

Esther Zales

Paul Zimskind

3/9/2024
Harvey Berg

Bessie Brown

Herman Plavner

Beatrice Shmookler

Michael Wiener

Cynthia Wilson

3/10/2024
Howard Plessner

3/11/2024
Jacob Cohen

David Joel Forgosh

Helen Listwa

Harry Simkowitz

Louis Strauss

Marion Sussman

Joseph Yarus

3/12/2024
Charles Fletcher

Isaac Halper

Marvin Holtz

Harry Rudman

3/13/2024
Jack Avrich

Hilda Bellow

William Lurie

Gwen Neff 

Ida Rosen

3/14/2024
Howard Stephen Epstein

Robert Kopyt

James Schwab

3/15/2024
David Greenberg

3/16/2024
Louis Blinderman

Rita Comer

Wilma Feldman

Rebecca Fisher

Sarah Levenson

Florence Volk

Lorraine Lesavoy Weisberger

3/17/2024
Stephen Anson

Minna Finkelstein

3/18/2024
Theresa Somach

3/19/2024
Morris Dicker

3/20/2024
Evelyn Anson

Simon Zoslovsky

3/21/2024
Celia Gahuse

Paula Shaw

3/22/2024
Sarah Lebovitz

3/23/2024
Nathan Lischner

Marion Praid

George Scoblionko

3/24/2024
Alvin Luftman

Marc Mintzer

Helen Nemetz

Edward Shapiro

3/25/2024
Jack Ansell

3/26/2024
No Yahrzeits

3/27/2024
Mary Beck

Arnold Eisenberg
Irene Holton

3/28/2024
Jeanette Diamond

Neil Goldstein

Etta Nussbaum

Freda Penn Schlanger

3/29/2024
Bette Goldfarb

3/30/2024
Rose Mendelsohn

Sylvia Topfer

3/31/2024
Isaac Oster

Honor or Memorialize your loved ones by endowing a tree for $1,000 at Beth El Memorial Park
The tree chosen will be marked by a permanent Memorial Plaque. Other items are also available to endow.

Contact: Ivan Schonfeld 610-349-1721
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Be Aware Stay Safe Program
January 23, 2024

We want to thank Raven Point Security Solutions for their highly informative seminar. 
They brought pertinent tools and information to educate us about our changing world.
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Religious School and Jewish Family Education
Beth Daskin

There are so many reasons why the Religious School 
is an amazing place. So far this year, I have watched 
students make new friends, learn new Hebrew letters 
and vocabulary, lead prayer services both in school and 
for the congregation, and so much more. 

All of the learning and growing happens in 
Religious School because of the resources we have 
available to us. We have a wonderful staff  of teachers 
and madrichim (teen assistants) who work tirelessly to 
teach students and encourage them to continue learning. 
I am so grateful to them for all that they do.

Resources also include the books and supplies 
available to students, teachers, and madrichim. It is 
those materials that let classes do amazing projects that 
support their learning. 

It is thanks to so many people that we have these 
resources. Please continue to support the Religious 
School by making a donation to support the Day of 
Giving on Sunday, April 14, 2024.

I am also grateful that students know how to share 
the resources they have with others who do not have 
as much as they do. On Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, 
Midrasha students gathered for Mitzvah Day. They 
packed birthday bags and wrote and decorated cards that 
Jewish Family Services will distribute to their clients. 
Students also decorated magnets that were included in 
Shabbat Angels bags at TBE. 

On Sunday, February 11, 2024 Kitah Gimmel (third 
grade) students and their families gathered to decorate 
siddur covers and learn more about the BMitzvah 
process at TBE. The covers will decorate the siddurim 
students receive at Kabballat Siddur (siddur ceremony) 
in May. 

Kitah Vav (sixth graders) students are preparing 
for the upcoming BMitzvah celebrations. On Sunday, 
February 25, 2024 students and their families met with 
Rabbi Re’em to write, share, and discuss their d’vrei 
Torah, teachings they will share at their BMitzvah 
celebrations. 

Jewish Family Education Havdallah programs for 
children and their families continue to be popular and 
fun. The next one is on Saturday, March 9, 2024. Come 
and say goodbye to Shabbat and start getting ready for 
Purim which is only two weeks later. 

On March 17, 2024 Religious School students 
will be designing creative Purim costumes inspired by 
Purim related prompts and using “random” materials. 
We are excited to welcome Rebecca Lustig to lead this 
program. It will be fun to see what they create with 
items not usually associated with Purim costumes.

Celebrate Purim with Religious School students! 
Purim shpiels (short, entertaining skits) will be 
performed on Sunday, March 24, 2024 after Family 
Megillah reading starting at 9:30 A.M. in the main 
sanctuary. 

Hag Purim Sameah! Happy Purim!

Midrasha Students Gathered for Mitzvah Day



We would like to thank our advertisers
for supporting Temple Beth El.

It gives us great pleasure to endorse these
businesses for the great work they do.

TEMPLE BETH EL ADVERTISING PARTNERS










