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We Need Your Help!
Rabbi Re’em will visit or contact the members of Temple Beth El 
who are in the local hospitals. HIPPA laws prevent hospitals from 
releasing medical information. Upon routine admission, please 
use our Temple Code 17: for all the locations for Lehigh Valley 
Hospital and for all locations at St. Luke’s Hospital.  

When admitted through Emergency Room, please have your family 
member or friend notify the Temple Beth El offi  ce.

Please Join Us For 
DECEMBER BIRTHDAY SHABBAT
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9th at 9:30 am

Please open your TBE Birthday Cards, you will fi nd a 
bonus coupon for 20% off at our Sisterhood Gift Shop 

for the entire month of your birthday!

DECEMBER 2023
SERVICE SCHEDULE

*Each Friday and Saturday Service 
will be available on TBE Facebook 

Page and YouTube Link

Friday, December 1st, 6:00 PM
Kabbalat Shabbat Service
Light Candles 4:17 PM

Saturday, December 2nd, 9:30 AM
Shabbat Service

Torah portion Vayishlach

Friday, December 8th, 6:00 PM
HANUKKAH DAY 2

Kabbalat Shabbat Service
Light Candles 4:16 PM

Saturday, December 9th, 9:30 AM
HANUKKAH DAY 3

DECEMBER BIRTHDAY SHABBAT 
SERVICE

Torah portion Vayeishev

Friday, December 15th, 6:00 PM  
Kabbalat Shabbat Service
Light Candles 4:17 PM

Saturday, December 16th, 9:30 AM
Shabbat Service

SHABBAT FOR EVERYONE 10:00 AM
Torah portion Miketz

Friday, December 22nd, 6:00 PM
Kabbalat Shabbat Service
Light Candles 4:20 PM

Saturday, December 23rd, 9:30 AM
Shabbat Service

Torah portion Vayiggash

Friday, December 29th, 6:00 PM
Kabbalat Shabbat Service
Light Candles 4:25 PM

Saturday, December 30th, 9:30 AM
Shabbat Service

Torah portion Vay’chi

*Information and links will be 
provided via our website 
www.bethelallentown.org 

on the Home Page

Hadassah Virtual Study Group
Every other Wednesday, 1:30 PM

Temple Beth El
Allentown Hadassah presents a stimulating series of short story 

seminars. All are welcome to attend these FREE sessions on Zoom. 
The group will be reading selections from anthologies available 
from Amazon.com. For dates and stories, email Marilyn Claire at 
mjclaire@gmail.com or call 610-972-7054.
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Temple Beth El
1305 Springhouse Road 

Allentown, PA 18104
(610) 435-3521

Website address: bethelallentown.org
Affi  liated with the

United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Moshe Re’em .............................................................Rabbi
Kevin D. Wartell ........................................................Cantor-Educator Emeritus
Morgan Godorov .......................................................President
Michelle Rohrbach ....................................................Executive Director
Shari Spark ................................................................Coordinator of Ritual & Services
Bruce Reich ...............................................................Chairman of the Board
Patrick Dacey .............................................................Vice Chair of the Board
Marla Melman ...........................................................Senior Vice President
 ...................................................................................Fundraising Co Vice Presidents
Daniel Leisawitz ........................................................School Vice President
 ...................................................................................Membership Vice President
Miriam Harris - Botzum ............................................Secretary
Greg Harris ................................................................Treasurer
Bruce Reich ...............................................................Financial Secretary
 ...................................................................................Sisterhood
Patrick Dacey .............................................................Men’s Club President
Rance Block ...............................................................Honorary President
Robert Hammel .........................................................Honorary Chairman of the Board

   
CHAI SOCIETY

Temple Beth El Chai’ly 
appreciates the support of 
our Chai Society Members 

for 2023:

Your generosity and participation 
in this program subsidizes school 
scholarships and programs, adult 
education programs, and Jewish 
Family Life Education programs.

Chai’er Level
Bonnie & Bobby Hammel

L’Chaim Level 
Jean Wiener

Double Chai Level 
Stephanie & 

Robert Kricun

 Historically, Jews have often had to grapple with 
the question of public displays of their Jewish identity. 
When I was growing up, I would never wear my kippah 
in public for fear of being beaten up. Years later, upon 
arriving to New York, I was relieved that I could wear 
my kippah in public without fear of any negative anti-
Semitic consequences. 

Sadly, in the United States today many are fearful 
of publically identifying themselves as Jews. One 
congregant mentioned to me that she fears that her 
mezuzah on her house will “give her away” as being 
Jewish. Others have told me that they feel that they 
have to hide any jewelry, like a Star of David or Chai, 
that would identify them as being Jewish. Others feel 
diff erently. They claim that when Jews and Israel are 
under attack, now is davka the time to stand proudly 
as a Jew. In truth, one must fi nd the proper path for 
oneself. No one can judge or measure another person’s 
emotional concerns for their own well-being.

This year, with Chanukkah approaching, some 
have asked me if it is safe to display their Chanukkah 
menorah in the windows of their homes. For centuries 
now Jews have asked their rabbis this question. For 
example, Jews and Persians lived in close proximity 
in Mesopotamia for twelve centuries. Already in the 
Talmud the Rabbis note that while the requirement is 
to “place the Chanukkah menorah by the doorway of 
one’s house, on the outside (in order to publicize to the 
world the miracle of Chanukkah), or, if one lived on the 

second fl oor to place it in the window that is adjacent to 
the public domain. But, in times of danger they should 
place the candles on his table and that is suffi  cient for 
him to fulfi ll the mitzvah (Shabbat 21b).” What is the 
historical background to what the Talmud is referencing 
as “times of danger”? During the Talmudic period, the 
Persians celebrated a holiday on which kindling a light 
was permitted only in their pagan temples. If Chanukkah 
coincided with this holiday, the Chanukkah lights were 
kindled in the privacy of one’s home. Centuries later, 
in medieval France and Germany, the common practice 
was to light the Chanukkah menorah inside the house 
and not outdoors (or even in the window), since the 
primary audience of the menorah were the member of 
the household.

For those wishing to light Chanukkah candles 
inside their homes on their kitchen tables for concern 
of displaying the Chanukkah menorah in their front 
windows, there is ample halachic and historic precedent 
for the practice. We eagerly await the day when this 
will no longer be a concern and we will be able to light 
the candles and display in public without concern. Still, 
let the warmth of those lights on the Festival of lights 
shine bright and bring with them joy and point the way 
to brighter days ahead.

Chag Urim Sameach! Wishing all of you a Happy 
Chanukkah!

Rabbi Moshe Re’em

Rabbi’s Message
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I am writing to you to 
share a recent story that 
fi lls me with pride about the 
Temple Beth El Community. 
This past June, my close 
family friend, Wendy Keter, 
made a request.  She asked 
if Temple Beth El would 
consider donating a Torah 
to her Masorti congregation 
in Israel, Havurat Tel-Aviv. 
Because this Havura is not 
Orthodox, the synagogue 
is not able to get a Torah 
through the Israeli Rabbinate.

I quickly reached out 
to Rabbi Re’em to discuss 
Wendy’s request with him.  
I was very comfortable 
initiating this conversation 
with the Rabbi because to me, 
Temple Beth El is a caring, 
generous community.  Rabbi 
Reem, a strong supporter of 
the Masorti movement in Israel, became an ally, and 
said that he would bring this request to the Ritual and 
Service Committee, which he did. After the Ritual and 
Service Committee endorsed this request to donate a 
Torah to Havurat Tel-Aviv, the matter was brought to 
the Board of Directors for their approval.  Once again, 
the leadership of Temple Beth El acted kindly and 
unanimously approved the decision to donate a Torah 
to this Masorti congregation in Tel-Aviv, Israel.

Once the decision was made, the synagogue 
investigated how to physically transport the Torah 
to Israel.  Rance Block got guidance from a United 
Synagogue expert.  Shari Spark suggested having the 
religious school students involved.  Surrounded by 
our religious school students, Rance and the Rabbi 
proceeded to remove the Torah from its rollers and 
prepared the Torah for making Aliyah to Temple Beth 
El’s new partner synagogue, Havarut Tel-Aviv.  Our 
religious school students got to partake fully in the 
experience.

On October 20, less than two weeks after the Hamas 
massacre in Southern Israel, Wendy Keter joined us 
at Temple Beth El Friday evening service to receive 
the Torah, thank the members of Temple Beth El for 

giving her congregation a 
Torah, and to talk about the 
current situation in Israel.  
Once again, our community 
showed up.  There was a very 
large turnout at the Friday 
evening Shabbat service.

Wendy spoke from her 
heart and touched the hearts of 
everyone there that Shabbat.  
Wendy shared that she grew 
up in a Conservative Zionist 
household in Philadelphia 
and made Aliyah at eighteen 
when she attended Hebrew 
University in Jerusalem.  
Two years later was the 
surprise Yom Kippur attack 
on Israel.  Wendy’s boyfriend 
was a pilot and was called 
to service.  When Wendy 
initially left for Hebrew 
University, her parents had 
made her promise that in 

case of war, she would return home. When they fi nally 
reached her (remember no cell phones back then) they 
told Wendy not to come home, instead, go to Jerusalem 
and be a volunteer.

Two years later Wendy married her pilot boyfriend.  
Now, fi fty years later, Wendy is a mother of two Sabras 
and a grandmother of fi ve Sabras.  Although these are 
diffi  cult times in Israel, Wendy is confi dent that Israel 
is strong, the people are unifi ed, and they will prevail.

During Wendy’s stay at my house, she confi ded 
that she made her initial request asking for a Torah to 
forty close contacts in America.  Several congregations 
were willing to give her a Torah in need of repair.  Only 
Temple Beth El committed to giving her a Kosher Torah 
that is able to be used immediately upon its arrival in 
Israel.

Temple Beth El’s generosity shows that our sense of 
community is not just to each other, but to K’Lal Yisrael 
(the Jewish people collectively), which is particularly 
poignant at this time when Israel is in a fi erce existential 
battle against Hamas.

Am Yisrael Chai,
Gail Eisenberg

Thank you, Temple Beth El Community
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The Sisterhood Shpiel
        Sisterhood of Temple Beth El   *    Allentown, PA   *   December Edition  

Turn the ordinary into the Extraordinary!

Many thanks to our members who have paid their current dues!

We welcome our newest member- Nancy Bernstein!

● Our December Gem- Rita Bloom

We were delighted to see so many members attend our opening program.  The
discussion of The Mindful Child Initiative was outstanding!  The Charcutier Board

project was outstanding and delicious.  A good time was had by all.

Our fi rst Life-Long Learning program will be December 6th at 7:00 pm
at the Temple.  Gail Eisenberg and Charles Richter will present:

An Evening with the Goldbergs.
This will be an informative program, and yes …refreshments will be served!

Our next program will be on January 7, at 9:30 am.  Ilene Prokup, who has had 
a 50+ year career in the Health Care Profession will present a program on the
information you fi nd on the various websites.   Is the information factual or is it 

bias?  Join us for this very interesting morning.  Refreshments will be served.

RSVP’s are required 

Not a member?  Contact me… Sheryl Block- Membership Chair- 610-432-6966 

Don’t be afraid you can call me… with questions, thoughts, and suggestions.
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Men’s Club News
Thank you to everyone who attended our joint kickoff event with sisterhood.  Your participation made the event a success!

A heartfelt thank you to all of our members who have made their donations for 2024:

Houman Ahdieh, David Bernfeld, Marc Berson, Jason Billig, Andrew Block, Rance Block, John Botzum, 
Eduardo Eichenwald, Andrew Ellis, Michael Finley, Roy Glaser, Zachariah Goldsmith, Stuart Grunther, 

Robert Hammel, Aron Hochhauser, Seth Katzman, Marc Kolpon, Nelson Kopyt, David Lischner, Steven Lovitt, 
Jay Needle, Leon Papir, Henry Perkin, Robert Post, Michael Prokup, Abram Pure, Bruce Reich, Rick Reisner, 

Steven Rubel, Bernard Schonbach, Joseph Seger, Jay Strauss, Robert Wilson, Jeffrey Zimskind

Your dues help us fund events and activities for the upcoming year. Thank you!
Not a member yet?

Please contact me, Patrick Dacey at mensclub@bethelallentown.org

Upcoming poker nights:
December 4th   January 29th

$10 per person at the door, play starts 7:00pm
RSVP to Roy Benasaraf royben@ptd.net

Coming in winter 2024: Whiskey/Wine Tasting
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Buddy Lesavoy on being named by Lehigh Carbon 
Community College (LCCC), as the 2023 recipient of the 
Collegiate Award of Distinction.

Laurie & Marc Berson on the birth of their 
granddaughter, Sarah Ariel Mueller.

Cantor Kevin Wartell on the birth of his fi rst 
granddaughter, Amira Eliza, daughter of MiRit & Justin 
Samuels.

Steven & Nancy Oberlender on the marriage of their 
daughter, Isabelle Roman to Mark Mandel.

It’s A Simcha... Mazel Tov

Julia Dweck
Beloved daughter of our congregant, Helen Greenberg

Betty Steigerwald
Beloved mother of our congregant, Bruce Steigerwald

In Memoriam
The congregation extends its heartfelt sympathy 

to the family of …

Thank you to the following 
congregants for their generous 
Kiddush sponsorships and 
donations:

 Christy & Andrew Block in celebration of their 
daughter, Caroline Block, being called to the Torah 
as a Bat Mitzvah!

Thank you to the following 
congregants for their generous 
Oneg sponsorships and 
donations:

 Christy & Andrew Block in honor of their daughter, 
Caroline Block, being called to the Torah as a Bat 
Mitzvah!
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December Yahrzeits
The following are the names of our beloved departed whose Yahrzeits will be observed this month

12/1/2023
Florence Brodman
Frances Horowitz
Michelle Hindin

Mildred Berg
Rachel Freed

Theodore Ted Markson

12/2/2023
Dora Steinberg

Elias H. Forgosh
Herbert Rosenthal

Nathan Wiener
Ruth Lederman

Shandle Kleinman

12/3/2023
Anna Kobrovsky

Bruce Joel Epstein
Libby Glass
Louis Katz

Mary Saltzman
Samuel Shubinsky

12/4/2023
Fanny Lax

Henry Irving Nemetz
Isadore Eisenberg

Samuel Lazar

12/5/2023
Alan Stutz

Ella Hannah Heicklen
Elwood Kolb
Freda Robins
Gabriel Karol
Harry Kessler

Herman Feldman
Ida C. Lerner

Jody Berg
Julius Friedman

12/6/2023
Abraham Smith
Allan Glickstein

Anna Rose Kessler
Dr. Stanley Yarus
Ethel Davis Siegel

12/7/2023
Art Kivert
Figa Kline
Lila Roth

Shirley Warner
William Listwa

12/8/2023
Anna B. Sher
Eli Rubenstein
Hessel Orkin

Myer Rosenthal
Samuel Wasserman

12/9/2023
Fridl Schlesinger

Mary Baratz
Pat Seinfeld

12/10/2023
Anne P. Fischer

Benjamin Coleman
Golda Mariam Lemelman

H. Robert Roth
Joseph Kahan

Morris S. Seger
Pauline Warshaw

12/11/2023
Bernard Halperin
Bertha Kesselman

Edythe Dobnoff  Alexander
Ida Naythons
Ruth Basichis

Shirley McCants
William Greenberg

12/12/2023
Antoinette Roman
Bernard Domsky

Eva Bartenow
Howard Paul

Irvin Dantsker
Joseph Feldman

Myrtle M. Corbman
Reba Demchick

Rose Plavner
Stanley Milton Shaff er

12/13/2023
Abraham Sussman
Helene Greenstein

Hy Miller
Ida Elstein

Morris Kaiser

12/14/2023
Abraham Prefer

Leopold Rosenberger
Max Harvey Stettner

Rose Kinderlehrer
Sam Harrison
Samuel Kottek
Stanley Stein

12/15/2023
Abraham Ostrow
Celia Grossman
Esther Hirshberg

Ida Subin
Lena Feldman Goldberg

Libby Goodstein
Rachel Smith

Rose Richmond

12/16/2023
Alan Volchko

Beatrice Rothberg
Eugene Munves

Helen Malenovsky
Isadore Erlich

Rachel Abramowitz
Samuel Koniver

12/17/2023
Abraham Aaron Mandel

Barbara Gordon
Elmer Gross

Joseph Nestler
Maurice Nemirofsky
Samuel Glazerman

Samuel Karol
Shirley Melamut

12/18/2023
Ethel Falk
Izzy Dubin

Kenneth Alan Bernhard
Marjorie Stillman
Mildred Glickman

12/19/2023
Boris Cutler
Sarah Platt

Tovia Lemelman

12/20/2023
Albert Barson
Hermann Kort
Libbie Gussow

Minna Kort
Sam Nathan Mellner

Sophie Cohen

12/21/2023
Annette Gold
David Fine

Martin Goldstein
Samuel Sapadin

12/22/2023
Jacob Mellner

Moses Lesavoy

12/23/2023
Carlo Seiscio

Eva Shubinsky
Irwin Isadore Sterman

Lillian Kline
Thelma Goren

12/24/2023
Jacob Burday

Lillian Wurtzel
Marvin Hoff man

Sue Sussman

12/25/2023
Abraham Zeiger
Dr. Walter Freed
Ella Shmookler
Frances Schwab

Jerry Duckett
Shirley Lipschutz

12/26/2023
Alfred Wiener
Jacob Schiff 

Lena Ginsburg
Mollie Mossbauser

12/27/2023
Kenneth Blake Golding

Laura Lewis
Pearl Lesavoy
Rena Mullin
Sara Levine

12/28/2023
Bernice Firestone

Ethel Weisman
Hannah Feldman Birnbaum

Roslyn Reich
Shemuel Greenberg

12/29/2023
Alex Brown

David Langer
George Hirsch

Janice Kitei
Maurice Wartell

Morris Greenberg
Norma Dicker
Philip Mintz
Shim Benioff 

Sid Levy

12/30/2023
Alan Lewis Post

David Frank
Grace Ostrow
Harry Osakof

Lt. David Scoblionko
Rose Snyder

12/31/2023
Abraham Miller
Carl Hoff man

Jerome Cylinder
Jonathan Dicker
Nathan Amols
Rose Goldstein

Honor or Memorialize your loved ones by endowing a tree for $1,000 at Beth El Memorial Park
The tree chosen will be marked by a permanent Memorial Plaque. Other items are also available to endow.

Contact: Ivan Schonfeld 610-349-1721
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BEAUTIFICATION FUND
Provides spring fl owers annually on the grounds & 
perpetuates the care &maintenance of the grounds
In Observance Of The Yahrzeit Of:
Ida Tabashnick – Helen Greenberg

CAMP RAMAH FUND
Provides scholarships for children attending Camp 
Ramah summer programs.
In Memory Of:
Betty Steigerwald – Bobbi & Jay Needle
In Observance Of The Yahrzeit Of:
Sara Schoenen; Nat Needle; Arnold Kranch – Jay & 
Bobbi Needle

CARING COMMUNITY FUND
Supports the programs of the Temple’s Caring 
Community (Shabbat Angels).
In Observance Of The Yahrzeit Of:
Minnie Miller – Judy Tynes
Malcolm Levy – Bob & Carol Wilson 

E. G. SCOBLIONKO RELIGIOUS 
SCHOOL FUND

Provides assistance for religious school tuition for 
families in need & non-budgeted items for the school.
In Honor Of:
Andrew & Christy Block on Bat 
Mitzvah of their daughter, 
Caroline – Patrick & Karen Dacey
Rance & Sheryl Block on the Bat Mitzvah of their 
granddaughter, Caroline – Alan & Enid Tope; 
Adrienne & Alan Westheim
Engagement of David Eisenberg, son of Fred & 
Gail Eisenberg, to Dani Cook – Adrienne & Alan 
Westheim
In Observance Of The Yahrzeit Of:
Beatrice Langer – Elaine Langer

FLORAL FUND
Provides fl oral arrangements for the High Holidays, 
Sukkah decorations, & Bimah arrangements as 
needed.
In Observance Of The Yahrzeit Of: 
Clarice Reinitz – Nancy Bernstein
Michael Nathan – Jay & Phyllis Kaufman

KIDDUSH FUND
Assists with costs associated with providing weekly 
Onegs and Kiddushim after Shabbat services
In Honor Of:
Rick & Melanie May on the birth of their grandson, 
Asher – Seth & Kathi Katzman
In Observance Of The Yahrzeit Of:
Anna Roth – June Roth

TEMPLE BETH EL TRIBUTE FUNDS
Remembering a loved one or marking a special occasion is often done with Tzedakah, 

making a donation in honor or memory of a special person or event.
Reminder: Minimum Contribution To All Temple Funds is $10.00.

LIBRARY FUND
Provides support for the Library to purchase books, 
videos & resource materials
In Observance Of The Yahrzeit Of:
Anne Glickman – Ronald Glickman

MINYAN FUND
Provides resources for Minyan expenses.
In Observance Of The Yahrzeit Of:
Gertrude Rudman – Leonard Dwares

MORTON R. LEVY USY 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND

Provides scholarships to youth group members of our 
chapter to participate in USY conventions.
In Honor Of:
Bobbi & Jay Needle’s son, Max, getting his PH.D. 
from University of Washington in the fi eld of 
Structural Geology – Bobby & Bonnie Hammel
Jay Needle’s special birthday – Bobby & Bonnie 
Hammel

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
For charitable purposes at the discretion of the 
Rabbi.
In Appreciation Of:
Chevra Kadisha – Lori Findley
Rabbi Re’em supporting our family after the death of 
our dad, Ben Weinberger – Julie Hettleman
In Honor Of:
Rabbi & Adina Re’em on the birth of their grandson, 
Tal Rafael – Seth & Kathi Katzman; Bobby & 
Bonnie Hammel
In Observance Of The Yahrzeit Of:
Leon Roth – Karen Kuhn
Emma Mintzer – Lisa Fraenkel
Abraham Stein; Miriam
Pestyner – Richard & Arlene Stein
Maurice Knafo – Rosine Knafo
William Gross – Ruth Gross

SECURITY FUND
Provides funds to help ay for keeping the synagogue 
safe
In Observance Of The Yahrzeit Of:
Bertye Cassin Levy – Herb & Linda Levy

SISTERHOOD L’CHAYIM FUND
Supports Sisterhood’s general operating budget
In Observance Of The Yahrzeit Of:
Lisa Mishkin – Alex Mishkin

TEMPLE FUND
Supports the general operating budget of our 
synagogue.
In Honor Of:
Rance & Sheryl Block on the Bat Mitzvah of their 
granddaughter, Caroline – Vicki Wax; Rita & Mike 
Bloom; Judy & Larrie Sheftel
Chelsea Karp on her Kallah B’reishit honor – Debbie 
Zoller; Bruce & Enid Reich
Roy Benasaraf on his Hatan Torah honor – Bruce & 
Enid Reich; Mr. & Mrs. Morton Greenberg; Edward 
Greenberg
In Appreciation Of:
Rabbi Re’em, Shari Spark, Melanie May and anyone 
else who helped with Sam becoming a Bar Mitzvah – 
Noy Bassik & Andrea Pinkus
Speedy Recovery:
Larrie Sheftel – Herb & Linda Levy
In Memory Of:
Sheila Topolsky – Seth & Kathi Katzman; Francine 
Katzman
Ben & Ellie Weinberger – Stanley & Miriam 
Winikoff  
Betty Steigerwald – Amy & Mark Holtz
In Observance Of The Yahrzeit Of:
Abraham Hirsch – Stephanie Kricun
Howard Karpo – Binae Karpo
Minnie Miller – Nathan Katz
Dorothy Kaplan – Jerome Kaplan
Abraham Benioff  – Michael Benioff 
Helen Krawitz – Stuart & Lynda Krawitz
Jessie Segel; Naomi Segel – Ron Segel
Barry Ellis Wilson – Bob & Carol Wilson
Arnold Prefer – Leonard Abrams
Julius Jacobs – Joseph Jacobs
Bryna Gladstone – Betty Mendelson
Florence Horowitz; Alex Horowitz; 
Jacob Goldberg – Lori Findley
Frances Dektor Rothman –  Michael & Lynn 
Rothman
Evelyn Markson; Milton Sanders; Ted Markson – 
Bill and Jane Markson
Bernat Schreiber; Ruth Schiowitz; Carole Fliegel – 
Judy Toubin
Benjamin Cohen – Arlene Dabrow – Cohen
Sally Fuerth – Lynn Feldman

TIKKUN TORAH FUND
Provides funds to repair Torahs
In Observance Of The Yahrzeit Of:
Anna Fels; Esther Siegel; Abraham Berman – Eileen 
Slipakoff 
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ENDOWMENT FOUNDATION 
FUNDS

Provides long term funding for our Temple.

GENERAL ENDOWMENTS FUND
In Honor Of:
Rabbi & Adina Re’em on the birth of their grandson, 
Tal Rafael – David & Susan Hyman
In Observance Of The Yahrzeit Of:
Rose Katzman – Seth & Kathi Katzman
Alvera Reisner – Rick & Barbara Reisner

ENDOWMENT PHILANTHROPIC 
FUNDS

SADIE & SAMUEL BLOCK 
PHILANTHROPIC FUND

In Honor Of:
Rance & Sheryl Block on the Bat Mitzvah of their 
granddaughter, Caroline – Seth & Kathi Katzman
In Observance Of The Yahrzeit Of:
Harold “Hal” Block – Rance & Sheryl Block

HAMMEL FAMILY 
PHILANTHROPIC FUND

In Memory Of:
Sheila Topolsky – Bonnie & Bobby Hammel
Betty Steigerwald – Bonnie & Bobby Hammel

LESAVOY FAMILY FUND
In Observance Of The Yahrzeit Of:
Abraham Lesavoy – Joan Lesavoy

LILLIAN & JACOB 
MALENOVSKY PHILANTHROPIC 

FUND
In Honor Of:
Rance & Sheryl Block on the Bat Mitzvah of your 
granddaughter, Caroline – Leon & Elaine Papir
In Observance Of The Yahrzeit Of:
Hinda Malenovsky – Rance & Sheryl Block

PROKUP FAMILY 
PHILANTHROPIC FUND

In Honor Of:
Rance & Sheryl Block on the Bat Mitzvah of their 
granddaughter, Caroline – Ilene & Michael Prokup

HAROLD & PIRRY ROTH 
PHILANTHROPIC FUND

In Observance Of The Yahrzeit Of:
Harold Roth – Leon & Elaine Papir; Rita & Michael 
Bloom

HOWARD A. WIENER 
PHILANTHROPIC FUND

In Honor Of:
Joel & Bobbe’s Aliyahs – Joel & Lori Wiener & 
Bobbe Wiener
In Observance Of The Yahrzeit Of:
Howard Wiener – Joel & Lori Wiener; Bobbe Wiener

TEMPLE BETH EL TRIBUTE FUNDS continued
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Yesterday’s Czechoslovakian Memorial Scrolls Trust Gathering at 
Rodef Sholom Synagogue in Philadelphia was very interesting. The date was 
commemorating Kristallnacht. There were 50 Torahs and 350 attendees from 
South Jersey, Delaware, and Eastern PA. The hallway leading to the sanctuary 
had tables where the 20 or so trifolds that gave the history of the Torahs from 
the participants who made the displays. I can’t say ours was the best, but it 
was in the top 5. The service started with a procession of the Torahs which 
were placed on the Bimah. Speeches were given by some of the Clergy and 
members of the Trust detailing the history of the Trust and how the Torahs 
came to the US and our shuls. As they said, these Torahs were silent observers 
of The Holocaust. There was some music performed by Cantors and a small 
band. A hakafot/dance around the Sanctuary while we carried the Torahs was 
very moving. There was a small reception afterwards allowing the folks to 
view the Torahs and the trifolds. I’m glad I went, representing TBE as well 
as standing with Judaism during this tumultuous time.

Temple Beth El has been very proactive with our 
security initiative. In general, we have ramped up 
our security platform. On Tuesday evening, October 
24th, our staff  went through a three-hour training with 
our security company, Ravens Point. Ravens Point 
specializes in a high level of security tactics. Their team 
is made up of military veterans who have served all 
over the world.

Our staff  Executive Director, teachers, offi  ce 
personnel, spiritual leaders, maintenance, and catering 
began the training session with informational videos 

of incidents that required immediate action. We 
learned many new ways to react in the event of an 
emergency. The next step was three simulated drills 
that depicted real scenarios. The drills were extremely 
eff ective in understanding what is needed to secure our 
congregation.

We will continue training with Raven Point to 
ensure our staff  is well-educated to make an appropriate 
response if needed. 

Staff Training

Honoring Kolin Holocaust Torah
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These days have surely been diffi  cult, to say the 
least. The questions, the emotional stress, trying to 
balance the “tohu va’vohu” (chaos) of everything 
happening in Israel and in our own Jewish world with 
living with smiles, laughter. It’s been hard to “just 
be.”

One place I have found comfort is in the words of 
prayer and psalm. Ancient and modern texts provide 
us with ways to process our feelings. The place that 
has felt most calming to me is in synagogue. Being 
at services, that place of community, hearing voices 
rise together in song is meaningful. Our siddur, and 
beyond, is where I feel true ruach (spirit) and emunah 
(faith). If it helps me, I hope it also helps you come to 
a place of order. 

It has been a while since I have off ered a class of 
prayer leading. Before covid, the class was off ered to 
create a chain of continuity. More than encouraging 
leaders to step on the bimah and share their voices 
in tefi llah, the class was off ered as a way to enrich 
each participant’s connection to pray: how did they 
understand prayers we were learning? What other 
ways could they make these prayers meaningful?

The timing for off ering another course of  “Prayer 
Leading” is ripe.  This time, the basics will be the 
same, but the focus will feel diff erent for many of 
you. Gaining an understanding of the words and 
context will help us frame these words for our times, 
as well as being able to use them  to support our 
prayer community.

Participating in this class requires only your 
willingness to learn (a basic knowledge of Hebrew is 
helpful), to be open to words of tefi llah, and a desire 
to engage in prayer with others.

If you want to learn more about prayers, even 
if you never step foot to lead on the bimah, please 
join me. “Prayer Leading” starts January 8 through 
January 29, on Mondays, 5:30-6:30 p.m. 

Sign-up for this class is required; 
www.bethelallentown.org

Contact: shari@bethelallentown.org

For many children Hannukah is the 
highlight of the winter for good reasons. Eight 
days of lighting candles, eating latkes, playing 
with dreidels, and giving and receiving presents. 
Children are right to anticipate and enjoy 
Hannukah; it’s a lot of fun! I want children (and 
adults!) to continue enjoying Hannukah for all 
these reasons and more. I also want to highlight 
a new program and the fun and values that are 
part of it. 

Hanukkah is also about community, coming 
together and celebrating that we have freedom 
to be Jewish and to observe our holidays. The 
community Hannukah party on December 
10, 2023 is a great opportunity to celebrate 
Hannukah and community. Join us for games, 
food, songs, and activities!

Community doesn’t end with Hannukah! 
Shabbat for Everyone is another excellent time 
to gather together and celebrate. December 16, 
2023 is the next Shabbat for Everyone. There 
really is something for everyone. There are 
junior congregation services for children, GPS 
for adults, and the main service for everyone. 
Children who attend Shabbat for Everyone (or 
any service!) receive “credit” towards the goal of 
attending at least six times each semester. 

I am looking forward to celebrating 
Hannukah, Shabbat, and so much more with the 
community!

  From a Place of Spirit and Faith
Shari Spark, Ritual and Service Coordinator

School Message

Hosted by

Cantor Kevin Wartell
8 AM – 9:30 AM

WMUH 91.7

JEWISH MUSIC AND MORE EVERY FRIDAY

Jewish music,
along with messages
of spiritual wisdom

www.muhlenberg.edu/wmuh/stream.html



We would like to thank our advertisers
for supporting Temple Beth El.

It gives us great pleasure to endorse these
businesses for the great work they do.
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