
Like us on Facebook

Volume XLIII Number V                                                                                                           Adar / Nisan 5783   March 2023

Street Tzedakah
by Rabbi Daniel Alder
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FRIDAY, MARCH 3, 6:30 pm 
SATURDAY, MARCH 4, 9:30 Am 

Bat Mitzvah of Leah Huppert

FRIDAY, MARCH 10, 6:30 pm 
SATURDAY, MARCH 11, 9:30 Am 

Bar Mitzvah of Jesse Orlow

FRIDAY, MARCH 17, 6:30 pm 
SATURDAY, MARCH 18, 9:30 Am

FRIDAY, MARCH 24, 6:30 pm 
SATURDAY, MARCH 25, 9:30 Am 

Adult B’not Mitzvah of Marcia Fine,  
Bonnie Franklin, Eva Grubler,  

Lauretta Horton, Tatiana Knobel,  
and Eileen Weinstein

FRIDAY, MARCH 31, 6:30 pm 
SATURDAY, APRIL 1, 9:30 Am 

Bat Mitzvah of Ella Burger 
SATURDAY, APRIL 1, 7:00 pm 
Bar Mitzvah of Ethan David

Or join Brotherhood Shabbat services from your 
computer, tablet or phone: 

Zoom meeting ID: 225 253 5818 
Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/2252535818 

Password: 1818 
Using your phone, call 646-558-8656 

and enter the Meeting ID 225-253-5818

Shabbat Services

I’m back to answering questions/ 
concerns from congregants, and this 

month it is: “I don’t know what to do when 
I pass a beggar on the street — I feel bad 
when I give and when I don’t.”

Perhaps these thoughts have entered 
your mind:

“I can’t give to everyone, can I? There 
are just too many of them.”

“How do I know they won’t blow the 
money on drink and drugs?”

“I prefer to give to social change 
organizations that work on a macro level.”

“I don’t believe in tossing someone a 
fish; they need to learn to fish.”

“We pay taxes to maintain city services 
like shelters and soup kitchens. Why don’t 
these people use them?”

“That young panhandler looks fit and 
strong. I’m sure he could get work if he 
tried.”

“Some chutzpah to ask me for spare 
change when he’s wearing expensive 
sneakers I don’t buy for myself.”

“I get annoyed when I see this woman 
in front of my office building with a 
German shepherd lying on a ratty blanket 
at her feet. If she can’t afford to feed 
herself, she shouldn’t own a dog.”

“I hear stories that break my heart; he 
lost his veteran’s benefits; someone set 
fire to her apartment; their kids are sick. I 
never know what to believe so I don’t give 
to any of them.”

There are many reasons not to give to 
a beggar, but we should do it anyway. 

Let’s put ourselves in their place and 
reflect on what it would have taken for 
someone to beg like they are doing. 
Regarding giving when we suspect fraud, 
Rabbi Chaim of Sanz said: “The merit of 
tzedakah is so great that I am happy to 
give to 100 beggars even if only one 
might actually be needy. Some people, 
however, act as if they are exempt from 
giving charity to 100 beggars in the event 
that one might be a fraud.”

In addition to charitable donations to 
organizations with IRS bona fides and 
boards of trustees, I’ve resolved to give a 
dollar to any person who asks for a 
handout. However many beggars might 
cross my path in a week, that’s how many 
dollars I’ll give out. I’ll try to stop judging, 
stop trying to distinguish the authentic 
needy person from the phony, stop 
worrying about enabling alcoholics and 
drug addicts or being scammed. Of 
everyone with a hard-luck story or an 
outstretched hand, I’ll assume the best, 
not the worst.

My motives, I’ll admit, are not entirely 
selfless. Deciding to give in this across-
the-board non-judgmental manner 
liberates me from sizing up beggars 
before giving them money. I dislike the 
cynicism that fuels my suspiciousness. 
What if I were wrong in my assessment 
and the person was really hungry, the 
shelter was a scary place, the dog was the 
person’s only source of love, the apartment 
had really been torched? Could I even 
imagine what I would do in the face of 
similar desperation, fear and loss?

As the writer Letty Cottin Pogrebin has 
pointed out, because we live in New York 
City, it’s a rare day when we won’t tap into 
our supply of singles. However, giving 
each dollar is an act of consciousness and 
an affirmation of human dignity. The 
point is to not pass a beggar without 
stopping, looking the person in the eye, 
make conversation if possible and to give 
without judgment or resentment.

Practicing this minimal street 
tzedakah will have a relatively small 
impact on our cash outflow, but it will 
return to us a hundred blessings — literally. 
When I give, I almost always get a 
response of “Thank you brother,” “Have a 
great day,” or “God bless you.” Though it 
won’t solve the great socio-economic 
problems of our country, we will feel that 
we did the right thing. l

https://zoom.us/j/2252535818
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Life Goes On is a group for those of us who 
have lost a spouse or life partner and want to 
experience the beauty, joy, and opportunity 
that New York life offers surrounded by 
supportive friends who understand and share 
in the loss. 

January’s Schmooze and Booze organiza-
tional meeting was a huge success — a 
wonderful group of friends got together, voiced 
ideas, and offered help with organizing events. 
We’re reaping the benefits already — our March 
event has been arranged by our member, Ann 
Sturiale. Thank you Ann! It will be a perfect 
follow up to the February event taking place 
after this article had to be submitted — an 
interactive Zoom lecture by Prof. Page Knox, on 
the portraiture at the Frick Collection. 

On Tuesday, March 21 at 2:00 pm, thanks 
to Ann, we will have a guided tour at the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art’s American Wing. 
Our tour of John Singer Sargent’s paintings will 
be led by the curator, Stephanie Hedrick, a 
specialist on Sargent, and author of Sargent, The 
Masterworks. Our group is limited to 20 people, 
at $20 per person. Please contact Ann if you 
have any further questions, and contact Agnes 
right away if you would like to attend.

The February book club meeting was 
amazing! Lessons in Chemistry was the perfect 
book to discuss with our smart group. We had a 
very interesting conversation about the 
advance of women’s rights in the 1950s and the 
struggle with lack of career opportunities for 
women, all described in a very humorous way. 
Information about our March book club date 
and book choice will be sent to our members as 
soon as available. Professor Margaret Birns will 
lead our discussion as usual, and the cost 
remains $20 per person. Please know that you 
must advise Agnes in advance if you plan to 
participate — we cannot reserve Professor Birns’ 
time without a sufficient number of participants. 

If you or someone you know would like to 
be a part of Life Goes On, please come to our 
meetings — we would be happy to see you! If 
you have any questions, please call Agnes 
Marton at 917-519-4427 or e-mail her at 
1agnesmarton@gmail.com or call Roberta in 
the Synagogue office at 212.674.5750, email 
rkahn@brotherhood synagogue.org. l

Life Goes On

Over the past few months, BCRIC greatly 
increased its efforts and activities and in 
March that momentum will continue. 

Using the model of our pre-COVID 
dinners for asylum-seekers living at 
Seafarers International House (which 
a number of Brotherhood members 
attended), we have partnered with PS 11 

to offer monthly dinners 
and children’s activities for 

asylum-seeker families attending their 
school. On February 7 we had our first 
dinner, with six families of kindergartners 
and their siblings, and nine Brotherhood 
volunteers. The dinner was an evening of 
respite from the shelters where they live 
and adults were able to relax, schmooze 
with one another, and eat a nutritious hot 
meal. The most joyful part of the evening 
was seeing children greet their classmates 
with big hugs, and spend a few hours 
engaged in fun art activities. There has been 
an outpouring of interest in volunteering 
for the dinners and we already have a full 
contingent of volunteers for the March 14 
dinner. We are also re-examining the role of 
the volunteers to be sure that we are doing 
the best possible job of making the dinners 
meaningful and fun for the families. If you 
are interested in volunteering for future 
dinners, please contact Barbara Stern at 
blee50@verizon.net.                   

On Sunday, March 5, volunteers from 
Brotherhood’s Interfaith Committee, 
Social Action Committee, and BCRIC will 
distribute hygiene kits to asylum-seeker 
families at a Lower East Side School 
that were assembled by volunteers at 
Brotherhood in late February. Many thanks 
to the Bergman family and Henry Schein 
for donating the supplies.

As a kickoff to Refugee Shabbat, BCRIC 
invited Ruth Messinger to speak at Shabbat 
services on January 27. Following her 
informative and inspirational talk about 
the history of refugees in the U.S and the 
current work of Team TLC NYC supporting 
asylum-seekers at Port Authority, we 
have been inundated with requests for 
information about how to donate clothing. 
We will explore the possibility of collecting 
clothing at Brotherhood and some of you 
may want to volunteer to organize and run 
that. In the meantime, if you would like to 
donate clothing to be dropped off at Port 
Authority, please follow these Team TLC 
NYC guidelines.

BCRIC is also participating in many 
advocacy efforts, along with fellow 
synagogues in the Synagogue Coalition for 
the Refugee and Immigration Crisis (SCRIC). 
We are focused now on HIAS’ Welcome 
to Congress - Take Action for Refugees 
and Asylum Seekers Letter Campaign for 
the newly sworn-in 118th Congress of 
the United States.  We invite members of 
Brotherhood to sign onto the HIAS letter 
which will go to Congressperson Jerrold 
(Jerry) Nadler, 12th Congressional District 
(Brotherhood's CD).  To sign onto the letter, 
please click here. 

You can also watch a HIAS video about 
the Welcome to Congress campaign and 
a HIAS video about climate change and 
forced displacement. 

For more information about this 
campaign and the opportunity to join a 
delegation to meet with Congressperson 
Nadler or his staff (and possibly one of our 
U.S. Senators), and other advocacy actions, 
you can contact BCRIC member Jenny 
Hurwitz at subvpop7@gmail.com. Jenny 
has generously taken the lead on many 
advocacy efforts, and you can contact 
her for general immigration advocacy 
information.  l

The Brotherhood Committee on the 

Refugee and 
Immigration Crisis

BCRIC
UPDATE

Thursday, March 16, 7:00 pm  
IN PERSON
Joan Simon will lead a 
discussion of Not Our 
Kind by Kitty Zeldin.
All are welcome.  
Please contact Gail 
Pierris abend@nyc.
rr.com if you are 
interested in joining.

Brotherhood Book Club

Our annual Children’s Purim carnival will take place on Sunday, March 5  from 
11:00 am–1:00 pm beginning with a mini-Megillah reading in the Sanctuary 
and continuing with games, food, and prizes. Come one, come all, come in 
costume.  Everyone’s a winner!
On Monday, March 6, at 5:00 pm, there will be the classic Purim story puppet 
show in the Community Room for pre-school age children and their parents.
The Purim shpiel and reading of the Megillah and will be held in the Sanctuary  
on Monday, March 6 beginning at 6:15 pm.    
Services for the morning of Purim will be held on Tuesday, 
March 7 at 7:30 am with a reading of the Megillah.
Hamentaschen and refreshments follow all these events. 

mailto:1agnesmarton%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:rkahn%40brotherhoodsynagogue.org?subject=
mailto:blee50%40verizon.net?subject=
https://images.shulcloud.com/14480/uploads/PDFs/BCRIC_02.23.pdf
https://images.shulcloud.com/14480/uploads/PDFs/BCRIC_02.23.pdf
https://act.hias.org/page/48263/petition/1
https://vimeo.com/795400970
https://vimeo.com/795400970
https://vimeo.com/796064138
https://vimeo.com/796064138
mailto:subvpop7%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:abend%40nyc.rr.com?subject=
mailto:abend%40nyc.rr.com?subject=


Interfaith Seder
Tuesday, March 21, 6:30 pm
Brotherhood’s Interfaith Committee 
will be hosting our annual Interfaith 
Seder in the community room on 
Tuesday, March 21 at 6:30 pm. We 
will be welcoming our interfaith 
congregational friends from the 
neighborhood to join together with us as we tell the Passover 
story, sing songs, and share in a meal and conversation.
We have availability for 25 Brotherhood members to be hosts/
table leaders. 
$30 per person donation
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Sunday, March 12, 10:00 am - 1 pm  
Learn to make rugelah at 
home! Brotherhood mem-
ber Mark Goldey will show 
you how to work with “short” 
doughs and traditional 
bakery fillings to create the 
treats you remember from 
the Jewish bakeries of your 
childhood.  Participants will 
make several types of rugelah and schnecken, and can bring 
home anything that doesn’t get eaten on the spot.  
Participation is limited to 12.
Members: $36  |  Non-members: $45

Traditional Jewish Baking Returns

Register here

Wednesdays, March 8, 15, 22 & 29
Morning 10-12 am  12 PER CLASS MAXIMUM 

OR Evening 6:30-8:30 pm 8 PER CLASS MAXIMUM
Learn how to play Mah Jongg using a hands on approach in 
this beginner’s class. By the end of the series, you will be able to 
play at clubs around the city and beyond. You might even meet 
people in class and start a game in your home!
Cost per person is $36 

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND

LEARN TO PLAY MAH JONGG
Sponsored by Brotherhood Special Events

Register here

In this three-part course, we delve into 
the rich history and vibrant culture of 
the Jews of medieval Spain. We begin, 
in class 1, with the earliest settlement 
of Jews in the Iberian Peninsula, life 
under the Visigoths, and especially the 
extraordinary explosion of Jewish culture under Muslim rule. Class 
2 explores the breakdown of Jewish life in Muslim Spain, the rise 
of Christian kingdoms with the political and economic 
opportunities that came in its wake, and the development of 
Jewish mysticism in Christian Spain. In class 3, we conclude with a 
study of the factors that led to volatility and vulnerability for Jews 
in the peninsula: missionary zeal, libels and mob violence, mass 
conversion and crypto-Judaism, the making of the Spanish 
Inquisition, and finally the expulsion from Spain in 1492.

Elisha Russ-Fishbane, Associate Professor of Hebrew and 
Judaic Studies at New York University, is a historian of 
Jewish culture in the medieval Islamic world and a scholar of 
medieval Jewish thought, law, and literature. 

Please consider donating $36 or more per session to help cover the 
cost of this and other programs. Visit our website and choose “Adult 

Education” in the dropdown menu.

Register here

JEWS OF MEDIEVAL SPAIN
Mondays, March 13, 20, 27 @ 7:00 pm on ZOOM

with Elisha Russ-Fishbane

Kindly RSVP here

Following services and a festive 
shabbat dinner, we will be joined 
by Mark Oppenheimer, celebrated 
author, journalist and podcaster. 
He will speak about the changing 
political and cultural landscape that 
American Jews are confronting. 

Mark has been covering American religion for 25 
years. He holds a Ph.D. in religious studies from Yale, and 
has taught at Stanford, Wesleyan, Wellesley, NYU, Boston 
College, and Yale, where he recently retired after 15 years 
as the founding director of the Yale Journalism Initiative. 

He created and hosts Unorthodox, the world’s most 
popular podcast about Jewish life and culture, with over 
6 million downloads to date. More recently, he hosted 
an eight-part podcast called Gatecrashers, about the 
history of Jews and antisemitism at Ivy League schools. 
He is the author of five books, including The Newish Jewish 
Encyclopedia and, most recently, Squirrel Hill: The Tree of 
Life Synagogue Shooting and the Soul of a Neighborhood.

In addition, he has written numerous articles for the 
NYT (read his most recent NYT Opinion piece) and has 
also written for publications including The New Yorker, The 
Nation, GQ, Slate, and many more. 

Shabbaton Dinner and Speaker  
Friday, March 31, 7:30 pm  
following Services at 6:30 pm

An Evening with Mark Oppenheimer
Did it Just Get Harder to Be Jewish?  

How to Be Jewish in a Challenging World

Dinner RSVP by March 27

6:30 pm Shabbat Services
7:30 pm Congregational Dinner

https://brotherhoodsynagogue.shulcloud.com/form/Traditional-Jewish-Baking
https://brotherhoodsynagogue.shulcloud.com/form/march-23---mah-jongg.html
https://brotherhoodsynagogue.shulcloud.com/payment.php
https://brotherhoodsynagogue.shulcloud.com/form/medieval-spain.html
https://brotherhoodsynagogue.shulcloud.com/event/interfaithseder23
https://www.markoppenheimer.com/
https://www.tabletmag.com/podcasts/unorthodox
https://www.tabletmag.com/podcasts/gatecrashers
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/01/04/opinion/george-santos-jewish-heritage.html
https://brotherhoodsynagogue.shulcloud.com/event/shabbaton033123


4

B’nai Mitzvah, Mazal Tov to:
Barry and Florie Huppert on the Bat Mitzvah of 
their daughter, Leah Huppert.  Leah, a student 
at Lab Middle School, will celebrate her simcha 
with her siblings, Nathan, Beatrice and Isaac.
Dan Orlow and Susan Switzer on the Bar 
Mitzvah of their son, Jesse Orlow.  Jesse, a 
student at Hunter, will celebrate his simcha with 
his siblings, Katya, Zeke and Eliza.
Marcia Fine, Bonnie Franklin, Eva Grubler, 
Lauretta Horton, Tatiana Knobel, and Eileen 
Weinstein on their Adult B’not Mitzvah.

Weddings, Mazal Tov to:
Esther and Milton Meyers on the marriage of 
their daughter, Jaimie Meyers to Henry Becker.
Linda and Mark Bledstein on the marriage of 
their son, Max Bledstein to Caitlin Still.  Max 
just received his PhD in film studies from the 
University of New South Wales in Australia.

Births, Mazal Tov to:
Rivki and Yossi Diamont on the birth of their 
son, Shlomo Mordecai Diamont.
Susan and Philip Karasyk on the birth of their 
grandson, Viggo Mac Hines, born to Alison 
Karasyk Hines and Joseph Hines.

Condolences to:
Nathalie Schwartzberg on the passing of her 
partner, Philip Brunell.
Dennis Diamond on the passing of his mother, 
Pearl Ziffer Diamond.
James Dinerstein on the passing of his wife, 
and our member, Lia Gartner Dinerstein.
Bonnie Franklin on the passing of her brother, 
Andrew Franklin.
Tobey Hartman on the passing of her father, 
David Hartman.

Congratulations to:
Arthur and Diane Abbey on having the main 
academic building of New York Law School 
named in their honor, based on their long-
time dedication and generosity to the school.  
We’ll always be grateful to Diane and Arthur 
for providing leadership here at Brotherhood 
Synagogue during a significant moment in our 
congregation’s history.

Happenings in Our 
Kehilah

We are excited to welcome to our community Rabbi Miriam Herscher as a part-time 
member of Brotherhood’s staff, available Wednesday mornings and Thursday afternoons. 
She is both a social worker and Board certified chaplain through the National Association 
of Jewish Chaplains. Rabbi Herscher is available with a listening ear and can provide 
assistance with a wide array of issues such as getting help in your home, if you are having 
a hard time, or feeling lonely, if you are bereaved, or looking for support as a caregiver. 
The organization she works for, Jewish Community Services (JCS) of the Jewish Board 
of Family and Children Services, also provides a variety of bereavement support groups 
and many other support services. If you would like to speak with Rabbi Herscher, please 
contact her directly at 917-664-1956 or socialworker@brotherhoodsynagogue.org. 

*The Chesed Committee provides help and compassion to Brotherhood members in times of need. Reach 
us at chesed@brotherhoodsynagogue.org or through the synagogue office.

The Chesed* Committee WANTS YOU TO KNOW

The Shabbat Club will host Gali Rabin, who 
will lead a discussion about Gesher, an Israeli 
organization. “Gesher” means Bridge. (gesher.
co.il)

“No outside force has ever succeeded in 
destroying the Jewish people. Yet what has 
always threatened the existence of our 
people is the challenge of internal unity. 
Today, more than ever, we are confronted 
with a choice: embrace each other and work 
together despite our differences or resort to 
infighting, bickering, and intolerance which 
imperils our security. We must work together 
in order to create a vibrant, diverse, and 
cohesive Jewish People.” 

This is what Gesher is dealing with and how it 
describes the situation in Israel and the choice 
Israeli society faces. Gali, the UWS Shlicha, will 
join us again, this time for a talk about Gesher, 

tolerance, and the vital importance of 
encounters, dialogue, and moderate voices in 
Israel today. Gali worked as a coordinator and 
group facilitator at Gesher for several years, 
meeting youth, IDF soldiers, educators, and the 
public at large, trying to be part of creating a 
society in Israel where secular, religious and 
Haredi Jews can live together side-by-side. 
You’e welcome to join her in a conversation 
about these activities of Gesher, what brought 
her to work there, the people she met, and the 
meaningful conversations that arise from 
Gesher’s workshops.

The meeting will be held in the second 
floor reception room. Membership in this 
“club” — or in Brotherhood — is not required. 
Refreshments provided. Masking is suggested. 
Ideas for future topics or speakers are always 
welcomed by the group's facilitator, Deborah 
Newman (debd.newman@gmail.com).

Shabbat Club |  Saturday, March 11, 12:30 pm

Prayer Books and Torah Books
We have recently replenished our supply 
of Sim Shalom Shabbat prayer books and 
Etz Chayim Torah books and retired some 
of them that had become ragged from 
use. This provides us with the opportunity 
to sponsor these new books with a name-
plate in honor or in memory of someone.  
The cost for dedicating a prayer book is 
$54 and a Torah book is $72.  

Most needed kosher foods are shelf-stable and as follows:

 Tuna  Sardines  Matzoh
 Salmon  Gefilte Fish  Peanut Butter

PASSOVER FOOD COLLECTION
March 13- 30

DONATE TO CITY HARVEST’S 2023 PASSOVER FOOD DRIVE!

Thirty percent of Jewish households in NYC are currently living near or  
below the poverty line. The Social Action Committee is partnering with  

City Harvest to help feed our neighbors in need during Passover.  
Donated items require at least one of the following certifications, in addition  
to a kosher for Passover designation. Chometz items require one certification:

mailto:socialworker%40brotherhoodsynagogue.org?subject=
mailto:chesed%40brotherhoodsynagogue.org?subject=
http://gesher.co.il
http://gesher.co.il
mailto:debd.newman%40gmail.com?subject=
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YAHRZEITS
^Garden of Remembrance   *Book of Remembrance

March 4-10
Gussie Bardack^, Paula Berenstein, Elliott Berman, 
Herb Carp, Ms. June Chusid, Benjamin Cohen, Rose 
Cohen*, Mildred M. Cohen^, Frances Cohen^, Isa 
Corinaldi, Rebecca Davis Flather, Arlene Ellant, Louis 
Elson, George Evans, Sherwin Finsie^, Lawrence 
Fischman, Alice Giddins^, Vivian Goldreich^, Ross 
Gottlieb, Susan Greene^, Rachel Greenhouse^*, 
Taube bat Ha Levi, Sonia Himmell^, Jack Hollander^, 
Karen Jeffreys^, Mildred Kaminer, Rosalind 
Kaufman, Leo Kaye^, Alex Knopf^, Martha Kolbert, 
Samuel Kupferwaser, Fannie (Phillips) Kurland^, 
Jerome Lande^, Abe Lebewohl*^, Jeanette Lesser^, 
Anni Lutwak, Gerard Marx, Dr. I.J. Mayo^, Harry 
Mesibov^, Miriam Miller, Dr. I. Franklin Miller^, 
Robert Mines, Louis Moskowitz*, Bertha Naftalis*, 
Seymour Offerman^, Rose Patiky^, Fae Pearl*, 
Meyer Pearl*, Alice Rothchild, Andrew Rothstein, 
Ida Rothstein^~, Ella Sandler^, Isidore Schneider*, 
Charles Schotland^, Rolan Shnayder, Florence 
Shustak, Aharon Silberstein, Jean Silverman^, Dixie 
Spielberger, Sidney Meyer Spielvogel, Dr. Gustave 
Steinberg^, Meyer Steinberg^, Kate Taormina^, 
Samuel Topper^, Abe Jay Treu*, Bernard Trocker^, 
Harriet Van Blerkom, Louis Weprin, Jennifer 
Winicki^, Fay Wolfson*, Herbert Yassky 

March 11-17
Mary K. Abrams, Sophie Ader^, Charles A. Akins^, 
Frances Allen, Sylvia Alpren^, Gerald Altus, Phyllis 
Auliano, Shirley Barkan, Mania Bernstein^, Morris 
Bernstein^, Solomon Bersoff, Martin Brown, Lillian 
Cohen, Irvin Cohen, Deleah Eisenberg, Benjamin 
Feinsilber, Joseph S. Feldman^, Michael Irwin 
Fenner^, Maurice Irving Fishman, Sam Friedes, 
Edward Friedman*, Irene Friedman*, William 
Friedman*, Irving Friedman*^, Rose Gilman, 
Rose Gingold, Morris Gluckman*, Miles Godin, 
Samuel Marshall Goldin^, Barnett Goldstein*, 
George Gostin, Lois Greene^, Al E. Greene^, 
Beth Greenhouse^, Anne Altman Herbst*, Adele 
Joseph*, Ishaiav Kleiman, Eva Klein^, Claire 
Kramer, Louis Krumbein, Sara Laderhandler^, 
Isaac Lazoff^, Ida Lederer, Myrna Lee^, Bertha 
Levy^, Phillip Lipman, Joseph Mald*, Sol Marks*, 
Louis H. Martus^, Michael J. Miles^, Jack Muskat^, 
Harvey Nelson, Lotte Noymer^, Zecharia Ofri, Sam 
Olken, Marjorie Polikoff, Ronald Ragovin, Nathan 
Riff, Max Rosenbach, Fay Rothman*, Abraham 
Rothstein^~, Charlotte Rubin, Edith Schechter*, Ida 
Schiffman, Charles Schonhaut^, Bernard Schwam, 
Jacob Schwartzberg, Sol Seiger*, Blanche Lorraine 
Seinfeld^, Hyman Shafer*, Jacob L. Slotnick*, Louis 
Sobel, Harry Solomon^, Sally Sorrell, Anna Sunkin^, 
Tillie Sweet^, Isadore Tevelow^, Simon Toby*, David 
Waldman, Florence Ward^, Gail Weinstein, Henry 
Weisburg*, Lillan Wernick, Benjamin Wine, Charles 
Zucker 

March 18-24
Linda D. Baron, David S. Behrens, Elie Bijaoui, 
Rachel Blitz, Sylvia Bluestone, Arnold Boriss, Ethel 
Brill, Samuel Charters, Stanley Laurence Chodos^, 
Sophie Cohn-Reisner^, Sarah Davis Mandell, 
Robert Dubin*, Rose Dymm*, Frieda Eisenstadt^, 
Norman Ember^, David Falkenstein^, Augusta 
Fassler*, Abraham Franklin, Doris Friedman, 

William Gertz, Bebe Goldenberg, George 
Goldstein^, Shirley Goodman, Evelyn Greenberg, 
George Greenfield, Belle Gruber^, Aaron Joseph 
Hill, Helen Hochbaum, Barry Laighold, Peter 
LaMann, Dorothy Lese*, Davis Levine^, Nellie 
Lipton^, Max Mandell, Sylvia Marke^, Pearl B. 
Merkelson^, Chuck Messner, Frida Meyers, Edward 
Miles^, Paul "Buddy" Miller, Max Naftalis*, Jeffrey 
Newman, George Novom^, Gussie Offerman^, Ira 
Ostrow, Phillip Palmer, Howard Rapaport^, Joseph 
Rizzman*, Erwin Isaac Rossman*, Adele Schneider, 
Charlotte Schneider^, Eliezer Schulwolf*, Nathan 
Schutz, Sigmund Schutz^, William Bill Secunda^, 
Charles Segal, Anne Shames*, Irving Sherinsky, 
Charles Shustak, Harold Spahnn^, Hyman Starr^, 
Israel Stern, Jerome Stutzel^, Judith Vernikoff, 
Abraham Vernikoff, Abraham Versh*, Emanuel 
Weissler^, Matilda Dursht Wolf^

March 25-31
Ann Abeles, Rachel Alster^, Beatrice Alter, Ruth 
Apt, Ella Berenstein, Leah Bernstein, Anna Bernstein, 
Lewis Braverman^, Joseph "Jerry" Chizner*, Dorothy 
Cohen^, Theodore A. Cooperstock, Bernard Derris, 
Charles Eisinger*, Michael Enzer, May Epstein, Betty 
Estersohn, Dorothy Fein^, Richard Feldman, Morris 
Feldman*, Judith S. Gaines, Morton Goldman, 
Dora Greenberg^, Samuel Greenhouse^*, 
Samuel Greenhouse^*, Norma Hassel, Catherine 
Hern, Martin Hoff, Dolores Hoffman, Victoria 
Jacobs^, Arthur Kellman, Philip Kenner^, Regina 
Kestenbaum^, Fred Klein*, Molly Pitcher Krauss^, 
Miriam Krumbein, Karen Kupper, Stanley Joseph 
Landsman*, Sarah Levine*, Ida Chika, Leah 
Litsky^, Fannie Mandelowitz*, Blasina Marte, 
Samuel Meyer*, Peretz (Perry) Milbauer, Blanche 
Skolnik Milbauer, Michael Miles, Irving Morse, 
Sadie Mosberg^, Florence Parker, Claire Pollak^, 
Raphael Rich, Martin Rosen, Michael Rosenstock, 
Rita Rosenthal, Henry Ross^, Shirley Rothchild, Fay 
Rothstein, Neva Sacco, David M. Schwartz^, Bertha 
Seeman^, Susan Shechter^, Miriam Silver, Emanuel 
Wallach*, Lilyan Weber*, Jack Wildstein 

This past month, we held 
a meeting of the chairs 

of our various committees at 
Brotherhood, and it was eye-
opening to see all of these 

devoted volunteers gathered in one place. 
Of course, the extent of our programming 
is not new. Every weekly email is packed 
with upcoming events, charity drives, 
classes and more. Seeing all of these 
people gathered (virtually) in one place 
was a clear reminder of how much work 
goes into putting it all together.

We need YOUR help! I often hear 
from members that they are unaware of 
the extent of our committees. We have 
more than a dozen committees covering 
everything from the Nursery School to 
Israel, from Hebrew School to Social Action. 
Most of our programming is sparked by 
a member expressing interest, so tell us 
what programming you’d like to see more 
of. And, if you are able, we would love to 
have your help, advice and guidance in 
organizing it.

A perfect recent example is our 
Mahjong class, led by member Janet Heller. 
It has been wonderful to see how much 
demand there has been for the class — so 
much so that we’ve added additional 
sessions and I’m sure there will be more 
in the future. Perhaps there has is a cause 
that is near to your heart, or maybe there 
is a topic that you have always wanted to 
learn about. Let us know! Or if you don’t 
have an idea of your own, you can help 
support the programming already being 
organized by our long list of committees. 
Please feel free to check out our website or 
reach out to the Synagogue office to learn 
more about our committees and how you 
can get involved.

u
There is another opportunity to get 
involved coming up soon courtesy of our 
Strategic Planning Committee, which I 
wrote about in last month’s Bulletin. In 
late March and early April, The Committee 
will be organizing a series of Community 
Conversations, focus groups in which 
members will be invited to share their 
experiences and insights. Led by members 
of the community, these small groups will 
meet at the Synagogue for discussions 
that will provide important input to the 
strategic planning process.

More information about the 
Community Conversations will be 
circulated via email in the coming days, 
and I hope you will join us!

  Warmly, 
Russell Kohn      l

President’s Post
by  Russell Kohn
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“A reason I really like being in the 
Hebrew School Musical is because 
I can have fun with my friends. 
It is a place where I can really be 
myself. I could do a play at school 
or somewhere else but here I get to 
do it with people who I have long 
relationships with and that makes it 
extra special.”- Jacob 

Rehearsals of Little Shop of Horrors are 
underway! It is wonderful to see the students 
connect to one another and to the script as 
they share their talents with all of us.  

This week we asked some of the students 
who participate in the play to share the 
reasons why they love being a part of the 
Musical. 

Here are some of their responses: 

 “I like doing the play at Hebrew 
School because it is different than 
doing a play somewhere else. Overall, 
it is just a really cool experience. 
Rehearsals are really fast-paced and 
it’s always exciting to be there.” - Kyle 

“One thing I really enjoy about being 
in the musical is I love acting and 
singing! Here I get to do it with all of 
my friends. I couldn’t wish for more!! 
It is special to do it at Hebrew School 
because here we create a Jewish 
production.” - Charlotte 

“It is an enjoyable experience to 
be in the play. I like being a part of 
something this big and performing 
in front of other people. It makes me 
feel a sense of accomplishment and 
it’s fun to do it.” - Gabe 

The Hebrew School Musical is a special event 
for the Brotherhood community each year. 
This year the play will be performed on May 
10th and 11th. Tickets will be on sale soon! If 
you would like to support the play you can also 
purchase an ad for the Playbill or donate online!  

Hebrew School News
by Tess Neider, Hebrew School Principal

Continuity, Communication and 
Revolution: The Role of Language in 
the Arab and Islamic World 
Thursday, March 2  |  1:00        pm  
David Mendelsohn

Dangerous Beauty: Esther and the 
Righteous Temptress of the Bible
Sunday, March 5  |  1:00        pm  |  Gila Fine

The Deck of Esther:  
The New Venice Megillah
Tuesday, March 7  |  3:30        pm   
Jacqueline Nichols 

Plumes:  Ostrich Feathers, Jews, and 
a Lost History of Global Commerce
Wednesday, March 8  |  3:30        pm   
Sarah Stein 

Jews of Argentina Part II:  
Recent History
Thursday, March 9  |  3:30        pm   
Claudia Hercman

Mainly Jewish: The Blessings and 
Challenges of Small Town Judaism
Tuesday, March 14  |  1:00        pm 
Rachel Isaacs

The Neo-Hasidic Renewal of 
Judaism: Learning from the Hasidic 
Masters
Thursday, March 16  |  3:30        pm 
David Ingber

Golda, Why Now?
Sunday, March 19  |  3:00        pm 
Sophia Berry

How To 
Read the Bible:  
Maimonides vs. 
Spinoza
Tuesday, March 21  
3:30        pm  |  Steven Nadler

Judaica: A Love Affair with  
Non-Jewish Culture
Thursday, March 23  |  1:00        pm 
William Gross

The Jewish American Paradox: 
Embracing Choice in a Changing 
World
Thursday, March 30  |  3:30        pm 
Robert Mnookin

March Classes with the Orange County Jewish  
Community Scholar Program

Brotherhood Synagogue Adult Education in partnership with the Orange County Jewish 
Community Scholar Program (CSP) presents the following roster of online classes.  

Please click on the class titles for full description and to register  
or go to https://occsp.net/current-online-events/.

Brotherhood Synagogue continues to offer Adult Education classes on zoom through your 
kind and generous donations. Please consider making a donation of $36 or more to help cover 
the cost of this and other important education programs. Visit our website and designate your 

contributions as a gift to “Adult Education” in the dropdown menu.

http://donate online
https://mailchi.mp/cd8b27d0787b/csp-zoom-programs-week-of-april-5-5925636
https://mailchi.mp/cd8b27d0787b/csp-zoom-programs-week-of-april-5-5925636
https://mailchi.mp/cd8b27d0787b/csp-zoom-programs-week-of-april-5-5925636
https://mailchi.mp/d2d3522a4182/csp-zoom-programs-week-of-april-5-5925632
https://mailchi.mp/d2d3522a4182/csp-zoom-programs-week-of-april-5-5925632
https://mailchi.mp/99efc4aa6352/csp-zoom-programs-week-of-april-5-5925664
https://mailchi.mp/99efc4aa6352/csp-zoom-programs-week-of-april-5-5925664
https://mailchi.mp/75b2ff3a836a/csp-zoom-programs-week-of-april-5-5925640
https://mailchi.mp/75b2ff3a836a/csp-zoom-programs-week-of-april-5-5925640
https://mailchi.mp/be7f262af300/csp-zoom-programs-week-of-april-5-5925644
https://mailchi.mp/be7f262af300/csp-zoom-programs-week-of-april-5-5925644
https://mailchi.mp/296647f63bb4/csp-zoom-programs-week-of-april-5-5925656
https://mailchi.mp/296647f63bb4/csp-zoom-programs-week-of-april-5-5925656
https://mailchi.mp/26249918f07a/csp-zoom-programs-week-of-april-5-5925580
https://mailchi.mp/26249918f07a/csp-zoom-programs-week-of-april-5-5925580
https://mailchi.mp/26249918f07a/csp-zoom-programs-week-of-april-5-5925580
https://mailchi.mp/c7dc18199077/csp-zoom-programs-week-of-april-5-5925660
https://mailchi.mp/c142332a6a10/csp-zoom-programs-week-of-april-5-5925652
https://mailchi.mp/c142332a6a10/csp-zoom-programs-week-of-april-5-5925652
https://mailchi.mp/c142332a6a10/csp-zoom-programs-week-of-april-5-5925652
https://mailchi.mp/c142332a6a10/csp-zoom-programs-week-of-april-5-5925652
https://mailchi.mp/dbdc658f1e0d/csp-zoom-programs-week-of-april-5-5925668
https://mailchi.mp/dbdc658f1e0d/csp-zoom-programs-week-of-april-5-5925668
https://mailchi.mp/9ae7b06c0fff/csp-zoom-programs-week-of-april-5-5925676
https://mailchi.mp/9ae7b06c0fff/csp-zoom-programs-week-of-april-5-5925676
https://mailchi.mp/9ae7b06c0fff/csp-zoom-programs-week-of-april-5-5925676
https://brotherhoodsynagogue.shulcloud.com/payment.php


Back in the halcyon days of early 2017, 
before we all earned our collective degrees 

in virology and public health best practices, 
our family’s biggest point of stress (and as my 
grandmother would have said, this should be 
your biggest problem) was that our older son, 
Sachin, had been waitlisted at Brotherhood 
Synagogue Nursery School. Though we had 
a great backup option, we were profoundly 
disappointed. We really loved the feel of 
the school and had heard incredible things 
about the warm and inclusive community. 
Fortunately, fate intervened and a spot 
fortuitously opened up. Brotherhood quickly 
became our home away from home. For 
three years, Sachin shined under his teachers’ 
nurturing care and now we are somehow, 
improbably, only a few months away from my 
younger son, Elias, graduating from the Blue 
Room. After six wonderful years it will truly be 
the end of an era.

Brotherhood has been a transformative 
place for my family. When we joined, we were 
at that stage of NYC life where friends were 
moving out and we were looking to meet 
new people — always a more challenging 
proposition as an adult. As someone who 
grew up in a conservative synagogue and 
married a Hindu, I didn’t think a conservative 

synagogue would be where we would find 
acceptance or community. Though I’m not 
(as my husband knows) wrong very often, 
this time I am glad my assumption was false. 
Today, our close circle of friends is composed 
of the families we met at Brotherhood. We 
have felt extremely welcomed and included 
as an interfaith family.

My sons have truly thrived here. Sachin’s 
and Elias’ love of learning and self-confidence 
were nourished and allowed to flourish at 
every opportunity. As a part of an inclusive 
community, they have been able to reflect on, 
discuss, and share the different parts of their 
Jewish and Indian identity. 

In Fall of 2020, when every decision was 
fraught, sending Elias to the Yellow Room 
was the “easiest.” While he may not have 
learned a lot about sharing that year (with five 
kids, there were more than enough of each 
toy to go around), he came away knowing 
how to be a part of a community, studied 
the foundations of Jewish values, mastered 
riding the Shabbat pony, and gained lifelong 
insights on how to be a good friend.

While I will be savoring the milestones 
and events (including the Hebrew and 
Nursery School Benefit and Auction on May 
18th — mark your calendars!) over the next few 
months, I know that my family’s involvement 
with the synagogue will continue long after 
our time in the Blue Room comes to a close. 
So here’s to the end of one terrific chapter and 
to the start of another. I am so grateful that 
we moved off the waitlist and into this forever 
community.  l
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My mother recently had the USC Shoah 
Foundation send digitized copies of 

my grandmother's Holocaust testimonial to 
our family. The footage was documented 
when I was twelve years old. While I grew 
up hearing about my grandmother's tragic 
history, until a few weeks ago, I had never 
actually watched her testimony. The details 
of her experiences and the ensuing trauma 
were heartbreaking. However, all that 
aside, I can't fully express how nice it was 
to see video footage of my Nanny. And not 
only that, she looked great; just the way I 
remember her when I was a child. Her perfect 
skin, her thick Romanian accent that I never 
realized was an accent, and the chunky gold 
ring that I would always play with as a kid 
were palpably recognizable. So was her 
demeanor. She would laugh and nod with 
recognition as she recalled details from her 
childhood. “I haven't thought about that in 
a long time,” she told the interviewer several 
times. For the most part, she was able to 
recount specific moments and interactions 
from her youth that I had never heard about 
before. I also learned some new information 
about my ancestors. While I knew that my 
great-grandfather was a mashgiach, he 
was also apparently a jack of all trades who 
even served as the substitute chazzan on 
occasion. And though I had been told of 
some of the horror that my grandmother 
had witnessed and endured over the course 
of the war, the presentation had clearly been 
diluted for my young and anxious brain. It 
has been a different experience for me to 
hear these unfiltered stories in adulthood. 
My grandmother describes cargo trucks 
filled to the brim with dead bodies driving 
past her death march caravan. She describes 
a gruesome incident involving a woman 
pleading with a German soldier for water for 
her sick son only to discover that the soldier 
had given her petrol instead. And perhaps 
most impactful, my grandmother describes 
the death of my great uncle Srulich, a 
chochem (genius) Torah scholar who was so 
indignant against the injustice his people 
were facing that he refused to give up his 
coat to a soldier, resulting in a beating with 
the back of a gun that would ultimately take 
his life. I don’t remember hearing about that 
as a kid. These interviews are broken up into 
three parts and I have only watched the first. 
And while I was captivated throughout, I’m 
not in a rush to watch the rest. I’m not sure 
why. Maybe it’s too much for me to process, 
too painful to think of my fourteen year-
old grandmother enduring such horrors.Or 
maybe, it just makes me miss her too much. 
In time, I’m sure I will watch the the other 
two parts, grateful for the opportunity to see 
my Nanny again.  l

♪ Cantor’s Notes ♪
by Cantor Isaac Yager

for Young Children*
Please join us to welcome Shabbat 

together with stories and song!

Friday, March 17  &
Friday, March 31  

5:30-6:00 pm
with Daphna & Saskia

in the Community Room  
at Brotherhood

*For children 4 and under. Older sibs welcome!

Please check the Weekly Mail for other 
Brotherhood Family Programs.

Nursery School News 
Brotherhood: A Note of Gratitude 

by Karen Sumberg

Rehearsals are underway for our 
Brotherhood Synagogue Hebrew School 
musical, Little Shop of Horrors and we once 
again will be publishing our outstanding 
Playbill!

The money raised from 
Playbill advertisements will 
help support the Hebrew 
School Musical. You can place 
an ad to honor your children, 
your friends, to thank a 

teacher, to commemorate a mitzvah, or to 
advertise a business. All ads are in full color.

Ads are available in three sizes:

1/3 Page - $54 (4.5" x 2.4")
1/2 Page - $90 (4.5" x 3.675")
Full Page - $180 (4.5" x 7.5")
To place an ad, create your graphic in one of 
the sizes above and save it as a jpeg. Please 
send your completed ad to Tess Neider.
Ads will be accepted through April 17!
Payment can be made either online or 
by check. If you would like to pay online, 
please visit here and select Hebrew School 
Play (Donation) from the dropdown. If you 
would prefer to pay by check please write 
Hebrew School Play Ad in memo. 

Thank you for your continued partnership.
The Little Shop of Horrors Team

mailto:tneider%40brotherhoodsynagogue.org?subject=
https://brotherhoodsynagogue.shulcloud.com/payment.php


SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

3 & 4 pm: Kosher (for  
Passover) Wine Tasting 

and Get Together

4 pm: Hebrew School 9:30 am: Toddler Class I
10:30 am: Toddler Class II

4 pm: Hebrew School
5:40 Minyan

4 pm: Hebrew School 9:30 am: Pre Toddler Class
10:30 am: Toddler Class III
11:15 am: Lunch & Learn

11:30 am: Baby Class 
3:10 pm: Thursday Corner I

4:20 pm: Thursday Corner II

5:31 pm: Candles

2:30 pm: Tikvah
6:30 pm: Services

9:30 am: Services 
Bat Mitzvah of  
Leah Huppert

TETZAVEH 

9 am: Tikvah
11: am: Purim Carnival

4 pm: Hebrew School

5 pm: Purim Puppet Show

6:15: Purim Services, 
Shpiel & Megillah Reading

7:30 am: Purim Services
9:30 am: Toddler Class I

10:30 am: Toddler Class II
4 pm: Hebrew School

5:40 Minyan

10 am: Mah Jongg Class

4 pm: Hebrew School

6:30 pm: Mah Jongg Class 
& Practice

9:30 am: Pre Toddler Class
10:30 am: Toddler Class III
11:15 am: Lunch & Learn

11:30 am: Baby Class 
3:10 pm: Thursday Corner I

4:20 pm: Thursday Corner II

5:39 pm: Candles

2:30 pm: Tikvah

5:30 pm: K-2 Shabbat 
Service

5:30 pm: 3-5 Grade  
Shabbat Service

6:30 pm: 3-5 Grade Dinner

6:30 pm: Services 

9:30 am: Services 
Bar Mitzvah of  

Jesse Orlow

12:30 pm: Shabbat Club

 

KI TISA

9 am: Tikvah
10 am: Traditional Jewish 

Baking

4 pm: Hebrew School
7 pm: Jews of Medieval 

Spain

9:30 am: Toddler Class I
10:30 am: Toddler Class II

4 pm: Hebrew School
6:30 pm: BCRIC/SAC 

Asylees Dinner
5:40 Minyan

7 pm: Board Meeting

10 am: Mah Jongg Class

4 pm: Hebrew School

6:30 pm: Mah Jongg Class 
& Practice

9:30 am: Pre Toddler  
Class

10:30 am: Toddler Class III
11:15 am: Lunch & Learn

11:30 am: Baby Class 
3:10 pm: Thursday Corner I
4:20 pm: Thursday Corner II

7  pm: Brotherhood  
Book Club

6:46 pm: Candles

2:30 pm: Tikvah
5:30 pm: Family Shabbat 

for Children 4 & under
6:30 pm: Services

9:30 am: Services

VAYAKHEL-PEKUDEI

9 am: Tikvah 4 pm: Life Goes On
7 pm: Jews of Medieval 

Spain

9:30 am: Toddler Class I
10:30 am: Toddler Class II

11 am: Community 
Conversations

2 pm: Life Goes On
5:40 Minyan

6:30 pm: Interfaith Seder

10 am: Mah Jongg Class

6:30 pm: Mah Jongg Class 
& Practice

7: 30 am: Minyan
9:30 am: Pre Toddler  

Class
10:30 am: Toddler Class III
11:15 am: Lunch & Learn

11:30 am: Baby Class 
3:10 pm: Thursday Corner I

4:20 pm: Thursday Corner II
7 pm: Community  

Conversations

ROSH CHODESH

6:54 pm: Candles

2:30 pm: Tikvah
6:30 pm: Services

 9:30 am: Services 

VAYIKRA 

9 am: Tikvah 4 pm: Hebrew School
7 pm: Jews of Medieval 

Spain

9:30 am: Toddler Class I
10:30 am: Toddler Class II

4 pm: Hebrew School
5:40 Minyan

7 pm: Community  
Conversations

10 am: Mah Jongg Class
4 pm: Hebrew School

6:30 pm: Mah Jongg Class 
& Practice

9:30 am: Pre Toddler  
Class

10:30 am: Toddler Class III
11 am: Community  

Conversations
11:15 am: Lunch & Learn

11:30 am: Baby Class 
3:10 pm: Thursday Corner I

4:20 pm: Thursday Corner II

7:01 pm: Candles

2:30 pm: Tikvah
5:30 pm: Family Shabbat 

for Children 4 & under
6:30 pm: Services

7:30 pm: Dinner
8:30 pm: Speaker

 9:30 am: Services 
Bat Mitzvah of  

Ella Burger

7 pm: Bar Mitzvah of 
Ethan David 

TZAV

Brotherhood 
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On the first night of Pesach, Wednesday, April 5, we will 
again host our annual Seder at the synagogue, led by  
Rabbi Alder and Cantor Yager. Services will begin at 
6:30 pm with the Seder following at 7:00 pm. We will 
once again be serving our full course Seder dinner  
buffet style; however, we will offer table service to those 
who need assistance. The cost is $80 for adult members,  

$50 for children (ages 5-12), and $95 for adult guests of our 
members. 

Please, if possible, reserve online (https://brother-
hoodsynagogue.shulcloud.com/form/passover-sed-

er-2023) — it helps the office staff keep track of reservations. 
Seating is especially limited and priority will be given to our 

members based on order of received registrations.

Synagogue to Host
Passover Seder

12 13 14 15 16 18 ✡17

PASSOVER FOOD DRIVE

PASSOVER FOOD DRIVE

PASSOVER FOOD DRIVE

Community 
Conversations

10 am  |  1 pm
3 pm

Community 
Conversations

10 am  |  1 pm
3 pm

https://brotherhoodsynagogue.shulcloud.com/form/passover-seder-2023
https://brotherhoodsynagogue.shulcloud.com/form/passover-seder-2023
https://brotherhoodsynagogue.shulcloud.com/form/passover-seder-2023



