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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 6:30 pm 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 9:30 Am 

HIAS Refugee Shabbat

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 6:30 pm 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 9:30 Am 

Bar Mitzvah of Rafael Conde

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 6:30 pm 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 9:30 Am

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 6:30 pm 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 9:30 Am 

Bar Mitzvah of Ari Antelman

Or join Brotherhood Shabbat services from 
your computer, tablet or phone: 
Zoom meeting ID: 225 253 5818 

Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/2252535818 
Password: 1818 

Using your phone, call 646-558-8656 
and enter the Meeting ID 225-253-5818

Shabbat Services

In this month’s column, I’m taking a  
break from answering congregants’ 

questions, to address the new govern-
ment formed in Israel. To most of us who 
follow the developments in Israel, the 
present far-right coalition under Net-
anyahu’s leadership is cause for great 
alarm. Israel itself has fallen into political 
crisis that threatens to tear the country 
apart.

It is too early to tell what will happen to 
Israel under its new stewardship. I am 
worried about the independence of Israel’s 
judiciary, about the new government’s 
threats to LGBTQ people, and the escalating 
rhetoric about violence against Palestinians. 
The liberal democracy of Israel is under 
attack.

American Jews who criticize Israel often 
come across like they are speaking about 
an alien nation, not their beloved state of 
the Jewish people. We should temper our 
criticism just as thoughtful people do when 
someone they love, such as a family 
member, disappoints them. We should 
think of Israel’s problems as our own, like 
troubles in our family.

Unlike Israel, the American Jewish 
community is not a sovereign country. We 
can go our whole lives ignoring the Haredi 
Jews living in New York who see the role of 
women very differently. Likewise, we need 
not encounter the radical right-wingers 
who think Israel should annex every inch of 
the West Bank.

Israelis, by contrast must be in an 
ongoing political dialogue with each other 
over the nature of the state. They must 
share the public space and compromise 
with people very different from themselves. 
Israel is the sovereign expression of the 
Jewish people — they are us, but with a 
land, a parliament, and an army.

Adopting a “they are us” posture 
conditions American Jews to engage Israel 
and Israelis in a thoughtful, sympathetic 
manner that is more likely to be heard and 
less likely to drive a permanent wedge in 
the relationship.

Now is not the time for more open 
letters and petitions denouncing dema-
gogic figures in Israel. Most Jews regard 
Smotrich and Ben Gvir as despicable. No 
one is saying that the Brotherhood 
Synagogue should invite the Israeli 
extremists to speak at our next Shabbaton 
(they wouldn’t come anyway). 

Nor do we need to abandon our Shabbat 
morning prayer for Israel as one of my 
colleagues has done in his congregation. 
He would prefer to see the present 
government fail, and have Israel elect a 
more blessing-worthy set of characters. 
However, that prayer has nothing to do 
with the particular disposition of the 
government who happens to be in power 
at the time. It is a prayer for the country that 
asks God to “send forth Your light and Your 
truth to its leaders, ministers, and advisors.”

Each day brings developments that 
were inconceivable a short while ago. It’s 
not the end of Israeli democracy. But it is 
the end of an Israeli consensus about what 
is and is not permissible in a democracy —  
and once the rules are no longer agreed on, 
political chaos is not far away. Israel has 
never been in such a place before.

 In the coming months, these dark forces 
in the Israeli government will likely make 
some highly objectionable political and 
policy moves. We should reserve our moral 
thunder for responding to particular 
policies or actions. 

There are moderate Israelis on the 
center-left and center-right trying to build a 
sustainable politics and civil society in 
Israel.  American Jews should spend less 
time condemning the bad guys and more 
time supporting the good guys. They need 
and deserve our partnership.  Let’s bring 
these moderates to speak at our meetings 
and conferences. Leave the political trench 
warfare to moderate Israelis on the ground.  
These are challenging times in Israel. We 
should cultivate ahavat Yisrael, our love of 
Israel — its people, food, music, society, the 
idea of it — even as we challenge or criticize 
its policies.  l

Adult Education Winter 
2023 Announcement

Check out the Adult Ed page on 
the Brotherhood website  

https://brotherhoodsynagogue.
org/adult-education.html 

to register for our newest class 
on ZOOM this month:

UNDERSTANDING 
ANTISEMITISM   

with Mark Weitzman. 

See further details inside this 
bulletin.

https://zoom.us/j/2252535818
https://brotherhoodsynagogue.org/adult-education.html
https://brotherhoodsynagogue.org/adult-education.html
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Thursday, February 16, 7:00 pm on Zoom
Anne Browne will lead a discussion of Mercury Pictures Presents by 
Anthony Marra.
All are welcome. Please contact Gail Pierris abend@nyc.rr.com if 
you are interested in joining.

           Brotherhood Book Club

Life Goes On is a group for those of us who 
have lost a spouse or life partner and want to 
experience the beauty, joy, and opportunity 
that New York life offers surrounded by 
supportive friends who understand and share 
in the loss. 

January’s Schmooze and Booze organ-
izational meeting will take place after this 
article was submitted — but no doubt it will be 
a great success. A number of our members will 
meet in a comfortable spot to exchange ideas 
and come up with interesting and enjoyable 
plans for the coming year. Our work will be 
followed by dinner together — with new plans 
for the group to be sent to LGO members 
sometime after the meeting.

We have a very special plan for our 
February meeting! On Monday, February 20 
at 4 pm, Professor Page Knox, an esteemed art 
history lecturer from the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art and Columbia University, will 
present a special virtual interactive lecture on 
the Frick Collection, currently displayed at the 
Frick Madison. Page will focus on works by 
Dutch and Flemish old masters, including 
Rembrandt, Vermeer, and Van Dyck, and 
consider their new display in this modernist 
space. Amazingly, Prof. Knox has offered to 
present this interactive lecture to us free of 
charge! Please contact Agnes right away if 
you would like to participate.

In book club news, our discussion of Lucy 
By the Sea at our last book meeting was 
animated and enjoyable — everyone loved 
this book! Our next meeting will also be 
virtual on Thursday, February 16 at 7 pm. We 

are reading Lessons in Chemistry 
by Bonnie Garmus. This book is 
set in the 1960s and concerns 
Elizabeth Zott, a scientist by 
training and a cooking show 
host by default. One meal at a 
time, she galvanizes her 
audience to question their 
lives, not just teaching women 

to cook but daring them to change the status 
quo altogether. Lessons in Chemistry was 
included as a best book of the year by The New 
York Times, The Washington Post, NPR, Oprah 
Daily, Enter-tainment Weekly and Newsweek. 
Professor Margaret Birns will lead our 
discussion as usual, and the cost remains $20 
per person. Please know that you must 
advise Agnes in advance if you plan to 
participate — we can not reserve Professor 
Birns’ time without a sufficient number of 
participants. 

If you or someone you know would like to 
be a part of Life Goes On, please come to our 
meetings — we would be happy to see you! If 
you have any questions, please call Agnes 
Marton at 917-519-4427 or e-mail her at 
1agnesmarton@gmail.com or call Roberta in 
the Synagogue office at 212.674.5750, email 
rkahn@brotherhood synagogue.org. l

Life Goes On

February 6, 13, and 20, 7:00 pm  |  on ZOOM
with Mark Weitzman

The Brotherhood Adult Education Committee presents an important 3-part series on 
Understanding Antisemitism. Led by Mark Weitzman, COO of the World Jewish Restitution 
Organization, this series will cover not just the roots of antisemitism from antiquity 
through the Holocaust, but will also critically examine Modern antisemitism and the 
various forms it takes, particularly in the US. Discussions of Holocaust denial and distortion 
and responses to antisemitism from both the Jewish and non-Jewish perspectives will be 
discussed. 

2/6    The Roots of Antisemitism:  In order to understand current antisemtism, we have 
to understand where it came from. This session will explore the roots of antisemitism from 
antiquity through the Holocaust and show how deeply structural it became in Western 
society. We will examine early anti-Judaism in the classical world, Christian antisemitism and 
the transition to modern forms of racial, intellectual, economic and conspiratorial forms of 
antisemitism that culminated in the Holocaust and have lingered into today’s world. Our 
survey will include looking at early and classical Islam’s treatment of Jews as well.

2/13 Modern Antisemitism: In this session we will examine antisemitism today, including 
the various forms it takes, particularly in the US. This will include both right and left wing 
extremism, anti-Zionism as antisemitism (both in the Western and Muslim world)  and 
links between US and international antisemitism. We will also explore various responses 
to antisemitism from both Jewish and non-Jewish perspectives.

2/20  Holocaust Denial and Distortion: This session will focus on one of the newest 
forms of antisemitism, Holocaust Denial and Distortion. We will examine how it developed, 
its growth both in the US and internationally and how today Holocaust Distortion has 
become a more subtle  form of antisemitism that has penetrated mainstream politics and 
policy, as seen In Vladimir Putin’s attempt to justify his invasion of Ukraine through 
Holocaust Distortion.

Mark Weitzman is Chief Operating Officer of the World Jewish Restitution 
Organization. Previously he was Director of Government Affairs for the 
Simon Wiesenthal Center (SWC) and Chief Representative of the SWC 
to the United Nations in New York. He is a member of the official US 
delegation to the International Holocaust Remembrance Authority (IHRA)  

where he chaired the Committee on Antisemitism and Holocaust Denial and the 
Working Group on Holocaust Museums and Memorials. Described by the London 
Jewish Chronicle as “the architect” of IHRA’s 2016 adoption of the Working Definition 
of Antisemitism (which is the first definition of antisemitism with any formal status) 
he was also the lead author of IHRA’s Working Definition of Holocaust Denial 
and Distortion which was adopted by the 34 member countries of IHRA in 2013.  
Mr. Weitzman is a participant in the program on Religion and Foreign Policy of the Council 
on Foreign Relations, served as a member of the advisory panel of Experts on Freedom of 
Religion or Belief of the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), and  
co-chaired the Working Group on International Affairs of the Global Forum on Antisemitism.

Register here

mailto:abend%40nyc.rr.com?subject=
mailto:1agnesmarton%40%20gmail.com?subject=
mailto:1agnesmarton%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:rkahn%40brotherhoodsynagogue.org?subject=
https://brotherhoodsynagogue.shulcloud.com/form/antisemitism
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THE AFRO-SEMITIC 
EXPERIENCE

Sunday, February 5, 4:00 pm at Brotherhood
Co-founded by African-American jazz pianist Warren 
Byrd, and Jewish-American jazz bassist David Chevan in 
1998, The Afro-Semitic Experience is a band with a simple 
message: Unity in the Community. This is a band beyond 
category—performing an intricate tapestry of spiritual, 
world-beat, funk, jazz, cantorial, gospel, salsa, swing… 
soul-driven music. Their music has been heard around 
the United States at festivals, in churches, synagogues, 
colleges, and wherever people come together to share 
their love and respect for community.

Ticket Price: $10 per person in advance, $15 at the door 

Our programming is made possible thanks to your 
generosity so any amount above that would be greatly 
appreciated! Thank you!

Buy your tickets here

Sponsored by Brotherhood Synagogue 
in partnership with East End Temple and Town & Village Synagogue

 HIAS Refugee Shabbat  /  February 3-5

Brotherhood Synagogue has a very full 
week of programming related to HIAS 
Refugee Shabbat.  

By the time you read this, the 
kickoff activity will have occurred at 
Shabbat Services on Friday, January 
27. Ruth Messinger was our guest 
speaker, describing her work as a lead 
volunteer  greeting asylum-seekers who 
are arriving by bus at Port Authority. At 
the oneg following services, Ruth was 
honored for her current and past work 
supporting New Yorkers and people all 
over the world.

On Saturday February 4 from 12:30-
2:00 pm, Shabbat Club will host Merrill 
Zack, vice president for Community 
Engagement at HIAS. The discussion will 
take place in the second floor reception 
room at Brotherhood.

On Sunday February 5 at 4 pm, 
Brotherhood is co-sponsoring a concert 
of the band Afro-Semitic Experience, 
with East End Temple and Town and 
Village Synagogue. The concert will 
be held at Brotherhood. For more 

information and to purchase tickets, 
click here.

The grand finale of Brotherhood 
Synagogue’s observance of Refugee 
Shabbat will be the launch of our 
monthly dinners for asylum-seekers with 
children at PS 11. On Tuesday, February 
7, five families and children will join 
Brotherhood volunteers for dinner and 
fun activities for children. We anticipate 
that dinners will be held monthly. If 
you are interested in volunteering, 
please contact Barbara Stern at blee50@
verizon.net. l

The Brotherhood Committee on the 

Refugee and 
Immigration Crisis

On Saturday, February 4 at 12:30 pm, Shabbat Club —  
partnering with The Brotherhood Committee on the Refugee 
and Immigration Crisis (BCRIC) — will host Merrill Zack, Vice-
President for Community Engagement at HIAS. Merrill led 
a Shabbat Club meeting last year on Refugee Shabbat, when 
she spoke about the crises in Ukraine, Afghanistan, and at 
the US border, and the efforts of HIAS in these areas. She will 
continue talking about these issues, plus give us updates 
about asylum seekers. 

Over the last year, the number of refugees and displaced 
people across the world has grown to more than 100 
million — more than any time in history. Because of our 
experiences and our values, the Jewish people have a unique 
connection to these most vulnerable people. Join Merrill to 
learn more about Jewish displacement in history and the 
current global refugee crisis, and to explore how Jewish 
values call on us to respond.

Merrill Zack is the Vice President for 
Community Engagement at HIAS. She and 
her team educate, organize and mobilize 
the American Jewish community to act in 
support of refugees and asylum seekers. For 
more than two decades, Merrill has worked 

at the intersection of Jewish values and action for a more 
just world, at organizations such as American Jewish World 
Service, the National Council of Jewish Women and the New 
Israel Fund. She holds a BA in religion and anthropology 
from Kenyon College and an MPA in nonprofit management 
and public policy from New York University.

The meeting will be held in the second floor reception 
room opposite the sanctuary. All are welcome. Bring your 
friends! Refreshments will be provided. Masking is suggested. 
Ideas for future meetings are always welcome, so contact 
Deborah Newman at debd.newman@gmail.com. l

 Shabbat Club

https://brotherhoodsynagogue.shulcloud.com/form/afro-semitic-experience-concert.html
https://brotherhoodsynagogue.shulcloud.com/form/afro-semitic-experience-concert.html
mailto:blee50%40verizon.net?subject=
mailto:blee50%40verizon.net?subject=
mailto:debd.newman%40gmail.com?subject=
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B’nai Mitzvah, Mazal Tov to:
Robert Conde and Karin Alterescu on the 
Bar Mitzvah of their son, Rafael Conde.  
Rafa, a student at Hunter, will celebrate his 
simcha with his younger sister, Eva.

Bruce and Maria Antelman on the Bar 
Mitzvah of their son, Ari Antelman. Ari, 
a student at Windward, will celebrate his 
simcha with his older brother, Alexander.

Births, Mazal Tov to:
Samantha Jeffreys and John Zalenka on 
the birth of their son, Hudson Spencer 
Jeffreys Zalenka. 

Bea and Jonathan Plasse on the birth of 
their grandson, Teo de Voss Plasse, born to 
Leah Plasse and Felix de Voss.

Caroline Sorota and Brian Bernier on the 
birth of their son, Max Taylor Bernier; and 
to older brother, Jordan.

Condolences to:
Gloria Zimmerman on the passing of her 
mother, Roslyn Zimmerman.

Rachel Goldbrenner on the passing of her 
brother, David Goldbrenner.

David Shapiro on the passing of his father, 
Alan Shapiro.

Meredeth Kelly on the passing of her 
father, Paul Kelly.

Irene Kaufman Neiden on the passing of 
her father, Alexander Kaufman.
Beth Torin on the passing of her mother, 
Meryl Ruth Torin.

Happenings in Our Kehilah

Social Action News

During the month of February we are 
collecting new and gently used books 
appropriate for kindergarten-high school 
age children for Project Cicero, a non-profit 
organization which provides books to 
under resourced NYC schools. The Project 
Cicero mission is to enable children to build 
a love for reading by ensuring that each 
classroom has a viable library. 

Kindly bring your new or gently used 
hardcover or paperback books suitable 
for children and young adults to the 
collection box in the lobby.

Picture books, early readers, refer-
ence books, fiction, non-fiction, and 
biographies are welcome.

Please NO textbooks, library discards, 
or reference books more than five years old.  

High school aged students may fulfill 
school community service requirements by 
volunteering to help with this project.

For more information, contact Linda Yee 
Kaleko through the synagogue office.

Sponsored by the Social Action Committee

As we near the 70th 
anniversary of Brotherhood 

Synagogue, now is a perfect 
time to reflect on who we are 
as a community and what we 

want to be for the next 70 years. Every 
organization needs to undergo a process 
of reflection from time to time as a way 
of keeping the entire team moving in the 
same direction and on course. With that in 
mind, the Board of Directors has formed the 
Strategic Planning Committee to identify 
what we are doing well, where we have 
opportunities for improvement and how 
we are going to best serve our community 
in the future.

Led by Pamela Chisling and Debbie 
Pearlstein, the fifteen person committee 
has engaged an outside advisor with many 
years of experience advising Synagogues 
on exactly these types of processes. He 
quite literally wrote the book on the topic 
(Stepping Forward Together, by Robert 
Leventhal). Most importantly, though, 
this process will rely on the input and 
participation of the entire community.

The role of the committee is to reach 
out to our membership to learn and listen, 
and then to synthesize those learnings 
into recommendations for the Board. The 
committee will not be setting the vision for 
the future, but rather will engage with our 
staff and every one of you to learn what we, 
as a community, need.

The process is not a fast one, and we’re 
just at the beginning. We expect to have a 
finished report by the end of 2023, but you 
will be hearing from the committee long 
before that. In the coming months, you 
will have the opportunity to participate in 
a focus group and to complete a survey; 
we view these as important data gathering 
tools.

Once the data gathering stage is 
complete, we will be forming task forces 
that will tackle specific issues in more 
detail. We will share more details once they 
are available, but I hope you will consider 
joining one of the task forces that will shape 
the future of Brotherhood Synagogue.

I would like to emphasize that this pro-
cess is about preserving and strengthening 
what makes Brotherhood truly special, 
while identifying how we can better serve 
you, our members, every day. If you have 
any questions or feedback, please don’t 
hesitate to contact me directly at president@
brotherhoodsynagogue.org. The committee 
also has an email box, strategicplanning@
brotherhoodsynagogue.org. I look forward 
to sharing more information with you over 
the coming year.

Warmly, 
Russell Kohn      l

President’s Post
by  Russell Kohn

AND!!!…
You can also stop in at the 

BROTHERHOOD BOOK FAIR and 
buy a book to donate to our Project 

Cicero Collection! Just visit the 
Book Fair and then drop off your 
purchase in the lobby collection 

box!

BOOK FAIR HOURS
Sunday, February 12 

10 am – noon
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 

February 13, 14, 15 
noon - 6 pm

Thursday, February 16 
noon  – 4 pm

We are available to accompany members to or from their doctors’ appointments.  In 
addition, if you’re in a hospital or rehabilitation facility and up for visitors, a telephone 
call, or otherwise in need of help, please let the office know.  You can reach us at chesed@
brotherhoodsynagogue.org or call the Synagogue office. 

*The Chesed Committee provides help and compassion to Brotherhood members in times of need. Reach 
us at chesed@brotherhoodsynagogue.org or through the synagogue office.

The Chesed* Committee WANTS YOU TO KNOW

https://projectcicero.org/
mailto:president%40brotherhoodsynagogue.org?subject=
mailto:president%40brotherhoodsynagogue.org?subject=
mailto:strategicplanning%40brotherhoodsynagogue.org?subject=
mailto:strategicplanning%40brotherhoodsynagogue.org?subject=
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The Brotherhood
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RABBI DANIEL ALDER
CANTOR ISAAC YAGER
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YAHRZEITS
^Garden of Remembrance   *Book of Remembrance

February 4-10
Helen Belle Aaronson*, Lee Abramson, 
Ruth Appelbaum^, Lilian Bachrach*, Harriet 
Bernstein, Lilian Blye*, Lorraine Cohen, 
Harold Dessler, Sarah Eisenberg, Carole 
Epstein, Emanuel Evans, Robert Feuer, Judith 
Friedjung, Sylvia Glassman^, Ethel Gostin, 
Solomon Greenberg, Morris Greene^, Felicia 
Greene^, Daniel Franklin Greenhouse^*, Rose 
Gross*, Louis Gross*^, Felicia Cooper Grubler, 
Irving Handler^, Mimi Herbst, Fritz Herz, 
Sandra Jelin Plouffe^, Moshe Josephson*, 
Richard Stuart Karasik^, Rose Katz*, Ephriam 
Komar, Betty Lampert*, Flora Landsman^, 
Rose Levine, Morris Levine*, Anna Levine^, 
Martin Licht, Alice Lichter, Sarah Liebowitz, 
Florence Liebowitz*, Melvin Lipp^, Frieda  
Belkowitz Maloff, Lawrence Maloff, Ruth 
Weichman Mantel^, Ruth Weichman Mantel^,  
Max Miller, David Miller, Jeanne C. Moskowitz^, 
Fanny Nathan^, Edzia Esther Oblegorski, 
Isidore Olsfanger, Helen Philipps, Belle Plutzer, 
Renee Pollack*, Bessie Potell, Frances Herald 
Remba^, Rose Schindel Rich^, Beverly Frank 
Rosen, Alice Rubinstein^, Bertha Russ^, Philip 
Satonoff^, Selma Schecter, Dinah Simila Chaya 
Schumer^, Ann H. Silberberg^, Mrs. Brenda 
Silver, Jack Silverman^, Evelyn Singer^, Tessie 
Sklar, Daniel Lev Stacher, Calvert Stein, Rose 
Teitelbaum^, Sylvia Tint^, Helene Vassil, Jonas 
Weintraub^*, Michael Weiss^, David Weissman, 
Ida Robinove Weller*, Murray Zenkel

February 11-17
Gustave Altman, Nathan Barry, Celia 
Berkowitz*, Steven Mark Berkowitz*, Leon 
Blumenthal, Sara Borochov, Benjamin 
Braff, Lillian Cantor*, Eve Cassell^, Solomon 
Cohen^, Yetta Dienstag^, Rosalind Nadelstein 
Donziger, Joan Norma Farrell^, Aaron Fassler*, 
Howard Feinstein, Charles Fell, Rose M. 
Finneman*, Eva Glimcher, Helen Green^, Nelly 
Guggenheim, Klara Halpern, Max Hamburger*, 

Jane Deborah Hansen*, Beatrice Harper, 
Bertha Hoffman, Benjamin Janow^, Alan 
Jordan, Judith Kaleko, Arthur Kantor, Hannah 
Kirshbaum^, Ilene Korach, Joan Cummings 
Koven^, Mollie Kronenberg^, Joel Krupnik,  
Victor Kuhne^, Marc Lashley^, Dr. Paul 
Pincus Lippman^, Herbert Magram^, Gail 
Ann Lowe Maidman^, David Mitchell 
Manischewitz^, Adolf Markovitz, Morton 
Harrison Maxwell, Sara Miller^, Bob 
Moran, Louis Nudelman*, Miriam Olken,  
Carole Reiff^, Tillie Rosenbaum*, Benjamin 
Rosenberg*, Aaron Rosenbloom, Elizabeth 
Rossman^*, Louis Schiffman, Sam Shapiro, 
Phyllis Siegel^, Judge Sidney Squire, Judd A. 
Weinberg, Blanche Wind^, Margo Wolff^

February 18-24
Paul Abramson, Altagracia Alvarez, Stan 
Berger, Jack Blum^, Herbert Blye*, Natalie 
Brickman^, Lillian Burack, Linda Chernick, 
Tillie Cohen, Harry L. Cohen^, Selim Eliahu 
Cohen^, Stanley J. Esratz, Myrtle Feinsilber, 
Sarah Lerner Feldman^, Evelyn Fox^, Meyer 
Glazer, Sally F. Gold^, Anne Goldsmith^, Morris 
Goldstein^, Harry Gross*, Sid Grossman, Dora 
Haber, Shirley Helfant, Marl Hendel^, Selma 
Hochhauser^, Lillian Hoffman^, Jack Janal^, 
David Janow^, Hyman Kampel, J. Lawrence 
Katz, Bernard Kitover, Fred "Gedalya" 
Krupnik^, A. Harry Kupersmith^, Michael 
Lasser*, Cary Leeds, Judith Levenstein^, 
Anna Jelosnik Levine^, Rose Levine^, Harold 
Abraham Levine^, Samuel Lubell^, Herbert 
Mindlin, Gerald Moore, Rachel Novom^, Ilse 
Nussbaum, Rose Perlstein^, Peter Philipps, 
George W. Rabinoff^, Lee Avram Rapapport^, 
Jeanne Richman^, Theresa Rogoff, Rebecca 
Rubinoff^, Ina Safra^, Frieda Schindel^, Sydney 
Schulman, Rose Wade Settle^, Marilyn Shapiro, 
Albert Shear^, Hannah Schwartz Shemtov, 
Ruth Sherman, Alvin Slone^, Florence 
Solomon^, Emma Stahl^, Norine Starr^, Ethel 

Statsinger^, William Stutzel^, Esther Toback, 
Lillian Turtletaub^, Rifke Weingast*, Fannie 
Weisman^, William Werner*, Esther Wolf, 
Morris Zelmanowicz^

February 25-March 3
Fannie Abraham^, Charles Barron^, Chaim 
Berglas~^*, Mel Berk, Lauretta Berkman, 
Claire Manischewitz Bernstein, Marjorie 
Bobker, Fredrick Bryan, Mae Caplan*, Rita 
Cohen, Hannah Cohen*, Alice Feldschreiber 
Dick^, Jenia Distenfeld, Anna Eidelberg^, 
Marta Bermann Falkenstein^, Burton Farland*, 
Isidore Flame^, David Fox^, David Frommer, 
Eleanor Giman, Morton Globus, Richard 
Globus, Mary J. Goldstein^, Paul Goldstein^, 
Sadie Goldwasser*, Henry Greenbaum^, Ethel 
Haber^, Jenniel Harrison, Mordechai Horton, 
Herman Chaim Jacobs^, Sydelle Karasyk, 
George Lester^, Anna Levins, Abraham 
Lewinstein*, Morris Lichter, Herman Lutwak, 
Frances Mann^, Hazzan David Mann^, Pearl 
Memling, Joseph Meresman^, Katie Naftalis*, 
Hyman Nemser*, Philip Paone^, Philip Paone^, 
Harry Pollak^, Sadie Primack, Gerald Charles 
Randolph, M.E. Reckson^, Claire G. Rich^, 
Howard I. Rich^, Daniel Riemer*, Murray 
Rockower, David Ross, Irving Roth, Catharine 
Roth^, Sam Rothstein^, Dorothy Rubin, Martin 
Saportas, Irving Schaffel*, Cynthia Scheffris, Dr. 
Louis Scheib, Jacob Schindel^, Rae Shulman, 
David Siepser*, Irving Silberstang^, Dorothy 
Silverman, Louis H. Solomon*, Jeanette Spira, 
Abraham Straus, David Sussman, Susan Tabor, 
Clara Tucker^, Louis Warmbrand^, Martin J. 
Warmbrand^, Shirley Warren, Helga Weber, 
Abraham Weinman, Hyman Werner*, Pauline 
Werner*, Florence Yarkow, Bessie Zacks^, 
Paula Zweibach^

Sunday, March 12, 10:00 am - 1 pm  
Learn to make rugelah at home. Brotherhood 
member Mark Goldey will show you how to work 
with “short” doughs and traditional bakery fillings to 
create the treats you remember from the Jewish 
bakeries of your childhood.  Participants will make 
and bake several types of rugelah and schnecken, 
and can bring home anything that doesn’t get eaten 
on the spot.  
Participation is limited to 12.

Traditional Jewish Baking Returns

Register here

SAVE THE DATE

https://brotherhoodsynagogue.shulcloud.com/form/Traditional-Jewish-Baking
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Aleph Bet Vet 
Aleph Bet Vet 

Gimmel Dalet Hey 
Gimmel Dalet Hey 

When you read these letters in 
repetition like above, it may bring a 

memory to mind, possibly a tune that you 
learned when first being introduced to the 
Aleph Bet. Or one that your Hebrew School 
student came home singing. For those of us 
who learned Hebrew as a second language 
the AlephBet Song helped many of us to 
remember the letters.  Long before we could 
speak or read in Hebrew, we were given 
this easy introduction that encouraged 
us to repeat after the leader and learn the 
names for each mysterious symbol that we 
would later learn to understand and read. 
Learning to read Hebrew is an incredibly 
important part of our Hebrew School 
program. When surveying school parents 
last year we were encouraged to see that it 
was listed as one of the top skills families 
hoped their students would gain from the 
Hebrew School experience. 

 Learning to read Hebrew is different from 
simply learning to decode the sounds of 
the letters. While we begin with helping our 
students to learn the individual letter and 
vowel sounds our goal is to provide them 

with the skills to appreciate the words and 
the language. Students quickly graduate 
from sounds to words and begin working 
with Hebrew curriculum that includes 
character dialogues and common Hebrew 
vocabulary. Students read aloud and 
discuss the meaning behind the passages. 
Our more confident 5th and 6th grade 
readers are easily able to look at the stories 
in their book and translate them, enjoying 
their ability to truly read and understand 
the content of the narrative. Decoding is an 
essential foundation, but comprehension is 
the goal. 

Reading has been shown to help students 
improve their focus and memory, develop 
empathy, improve communication skills, 
and reduce stress. Whether in Hebrew or 
English reading provides benefits to us all. 
From February 12th through the 16th the 
Hebrew School will be hosting its Book Fair 
Fundraiser. We are excited to once again sell 
books in person and will be focusing our 
selection of books on children’s books. We 
would love to see you stop by to purchase 
books and help support our school. In 
addition to the Book Fair, Brotherhood 
is also running a Book Drive with Project 
Cicero. When you come to shop don’t forget 
to bring a book or buy a book to donate to 
this wonderful cause as well!  

Hebrew School News
by Tess Neider, Hebrew School Principal

An Overview of Israeli Current Affairs  
Sunday, February 5  |  1:00 pm
with David Horovitz
An overview of Israeli current affairs from the 
editor of The Times of Israel — covering 
everything from the recent election, to 
regional challenges, the high-tech economy, 
and relations with Diaspora Jews and key 
allies.

Herzl’s Budapest
Thursday, February 7 
3:30 pm
with Prof. Howard Lupovitch
Although religiously lax and largely 
indifferent to religious observance, Herzl 
came of age in the heart of a rapidly growing 
Jewish community, a vibrant world of Jewish 
ideas, lifestyles, and identities. 

Curating Between Hope and Despair: 
Creating POLIN Museum of the 
History of Polish Jews
Sunday, February 19  |  7:00 pm
with Prof. Barbara Kirshenblatt-Gimblet
The history of Polish Jews presented at 
POLIN Museum offers a golden opportunity 
to recover the historic diversity of Poland 
This talk will take you into the exhibition and 
reveal how it was created. 

The Bedouin and the Hebrew Bible
Tuesday, February 21  1:00 pm
with Dr. Clinton Bailey in conversation 
with Dr. David Mendelsohn
Do Jews owe their relation-
ship with the God of the 
Bible to the Bedouin 
populating Israel’s Negev? 
That’s the theory of Israel’s 
foremost expert on the nomadic people of 
the Negev, an American Israeli who has 
spent the last four decades living among the 
Bedouin. 

Jews of Argentina: “They Sowed 
Seeds and Harvested Doctors”
Tuesday, February 28  |  3:30 pm 
with Claudia Hercman
The Argentinean Jewish community is the 
6th largest in the world. Join us as we “visit” 
Buenos Aires, and learn about the first 
Jewish immigrants (who settled in the rural 
areas), the Jewish colonies and the Jewish 
Gauchos.

Brotherhood Synagogue Adult Education in 
partnership with the Orange County Jewish 
Community Scholar Program (CSP) presents 

the following roster of amazing online  
classes during the month of February!  
Please click on the class titles for  

full description and to register  
or go to https://occsp.net/current-on-

line-events/.

February Classes with the Orange County Jewish Community Scholar Program

Brotherhood Synagogue continues to offer Adult Education classes on zoom through your kind 
and generous donations. Please consider making a donation of $36 or more to help cover the 

cost of this and other important education programs. Please visit our website and designate your 
contributions as a gift to “Adult Education” in the dropdown menu.

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEldeGoqjouH9df2vVFSNJ6mAmbMzh51kGF
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0kcuuorzwiGtyvzmIR1qKx_UeV2tKX16Ph
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYlduGorzssG9JkI1xpxb8gDDtnH1wWP4G3
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYlduGorzssG9JkI1xpxb8gDDtnH1wWP4G3
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYlduGorzssG9JkI1xpxb8gDDtnH1wWP4G3
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwuf-mtpzktH9SOPO8IN5_ICE5ZJUegc-Nm
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMscu2urDojEtSE1oKLMPK4Nos-6lwDf3Y7
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMscu2urDojEtSE1oKLMPK4Nos-6lwDf3Y7
https://brotherhoodsynagogue.shulcloud.com/payment.php
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Fun movie nights curled up on the couch 
together.  Leisurely family dinners while we 

talk about our days.  Lazy Saturday mornings 
where we all sleep in.  Three things I imagined 
I would experience with my young kids. 
Also, three things I have never experienced 
with my two decently well-behaved young 
children.  

Despite not having my first child until I 
was in my mid-30s, it’s shocking how clueless 
I was about what parenting would be like.  I 
knew it would be “hard,” but, frankly, “hard” 
doesn’t even come close to describing it. And 
it’s not just hard because I spend an enormous 
amount of time with two small people whose 
brains and emotions are still forming and 
who often genuinely cannot control their 
emotions and impulses. 

No one prepared me for how to answer 
all the questions I get — some of which are 
easy to answer. like “Why can’t I pour my 
yogurt all over the table?” or “Why do I have 
to wear pants to the park?” and others that 
are a little harder, like “Why is that person in a 
wheelchair?” or “Where is Grandma Rochelle?” 
(Ross’s grandmother who passed away in 
2019).  No one prepared me for the amount of 
pressure I would put on myself to make sure 
that they are good people who contribute 
to society and who are happy, confident, 
self-aware, and have empathy for others.  Or 
how important it is that they appreciate all 

that they have, are not jealous of those who 
have more, and are mindful of helping those 
who are less fortunate and in need — in our 
community and far away.  No one prepared 
me for the conversations I’d want to initiate 
with them about all the things one sees on 
the streets of New York City.  

And, while I probably could go on forever 
about things I wasn’t prepared for regarding 
parenting, one of the biggest things I wasn’t 
prepared for is how important community is 
and how much I would come to rely on my 
fellow moms and dads. From delivering toys 
and donuts (and wine!) when our kids were 
sick for the umpteenth time, to listening to 
me stress out about, well, everything and 
giving me hugs “just because,” I’ve been so 
fortunate to be able to turn to my friends for 
love and support when I needed it most. I 
can’t tell you how lucky I feel to be a part of 
this Brotherhood Community. Thank you to 
everyone who has helped me this past year 
and a half. I know I still have a long way to 
go in my parenting journey, but I know one 
thing for certain: I couldn’t have made it this 
far without you.  l

Amanda Epstein is a Yellow and Blue Room parent 
and mom extraordinaire who amazes everyone she 
meets with her humor, modesty, and resilience. She 
wrote the entirety of this article — about the difficulties 
of parenting — while quarantining on her couch with 
her two small children.

Nursery School News
Parenting: Preparedness (or Lack Thereof) 

by Amanda Epstein

I’ve always been drawn to the Metropolitan 
Diary column in the New York Times 

that includes obscure and very New York 
anecdotes of overheard remarks and scenes 
witnessed during every day city life. One of my 
favorites occurred in June, 1996 and reads as 
follows: “Dear Diary: On the main street of East 
Hampton, L.I., on their way to the ice-cream 
store, an unshaven father was holding the 
hand of his young daughter. The daughter was 
protesting, ‘Daddy, Daddy, please don’t sing!’ 
The girl’s father turned out to be Billy Joel.” As 
a singing father myself  whose audience is an 
often very critical three-year-old, reading this 
story today softens the sting of my offspring’s 
opinion. At least, Billy and I have each other. 
But more to the point, on a recent walk to the 
synagogue, I overheard something on the 
street that might be worthy of a Metropolitan 
Diary submission. As I crossed Third Avenue, 
I heard a  woman’s voice behind me. She 
was talking on the phone. “Yes,” she said, “we 
digitized all of my parents’ photos when we 
were down in Florida. We have a tech guy. He 

did it for us, and put it all on a thumb drive. 
There were tons of photos on there. And 
now we can’t find the thumb drive anywhere. 
I’ve been looking nonstop. It’s driving me 
nuts!” This was the moment when I slowed 
my pace. I had to hear more. Did they look 
in their suitcases? All of the junk drawers in 
their apartment? Where could it be? Then the 
woman unfurled more of the saga. “I did, yes. I 
said a prayer for lost objects.Yes, I spoke to the 
rabbi about it. Of course, I gave tzedakah, but 
I still can’t find it.” My Jewish alarm bells went 
off like crazy at this point. Since I was in close 
proximity to the synagogue, I thought maybe 
I knew this person. I turned around discreetly, 
trying not to expose my eavesdropping. I 
didn’t recognize her, and by the time I turned 
back around, we started waking in opposite 
directions. I guess I’ll never know if the thumb 
drive was found. But if the woman did happen 
to be a Brotherhood congregant and is reading 
this, please know that I and Metropolitan Diary 
enthusiasts everywhere are praying for you 
and your lost photos.   l

♪ Cantor’s Notes ♪
by Cantor Isaac Yager

for Young Children*
Please join us to welcome Shabbat 

together with stories and song!
Friday, February 10 

5:30-6:00 pm
with Daphna & Saskia

in the Community Room  
at Brotherhood

*For children 4 and under. Older sibs welcome!

Please check the Weekly Mail for other 
Brotherhood Family Programs.



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

9 am: Tikvah

10 am: BBYO  
Regional Event

4 pm: Hebrew School 9:30 am: Toddler Class I

10:30 am: Toddler Class II

4 pm: Hebrew School

5:40 Minyan

10 am: Mah Jongg

4 pm: Hebrew School

6:30 pm: Mah Jongg Class 
& Practice

9:30 am: Pre Toddler  
Class

10:30 am: Toddler Class III

11:15 am: Lunch & Learn

11:30 am: Baby Class 

3:10 pm: Thursday Corner I

4:20 pm: Thursday Corner II

6:30 pm: BBYO

4:58 pm: Candles

2:30 pm: Tikvah

6:30 pm: Services

7:30 pm: 7th Grade Dinner

9:30 am: Services

12:30 pm: Shabbat Club 

BESHALACH 

9 am: Tikvah

4 pm: The Afro-Semitic 
Experience

4 pm: Hebrew School

7 pm: Understanding 
Antisemitism

9:30 am: Toddler Class I

10:30 am: Toddler Class II

4 pm: Hebrew School

4:30 pm: BCRIC/SAC 
Asylees Dinner

5:40 Minyan

10 am: Mah Jongg

4 pm: Hebrew School

6:30 pm: Mah Jongg Class 
& Practice

9:30 am: Pre Toddler  
Class

10:30 am: Toddler Class III

11:15 am: Lunch & Learn

11:30 am: Baby Class 

3:10 pm: Thursday Corner I

4:20 pm: Thursday 
Corner II

6:30 pm: BBYO

5:06 pm: Candles

2:30 pm: Tikvah

5:30 pm: Family Shabbat 
for Children 4 & under

5:30 pm: K-2 Shabbat 
Service

5:30 pm: 3-6 Grade  
Shabbat Service

6:30 pm: Services 

9:30 am: Services 
Bar Mitzvah of  

Rafael Conde

 

YITRO

9 am: Tikvah

10 am-12 pm: Book Fair
12 pm-6 pm: Book Fair

4 pm: Hebrew School

7 pm: Understanding 
Antisemitism

12 pm-6 pm: Book Fair
10:30 am: Toddler Class II

12 pm- 6 pm: Book Fair 

4 pm: Hebrew School

5:40 Minyan

12 pm-6 pm: Book Fair 

4 pm: Hebrew School

9:30 am: Pre Toddler  
Class

10:30 am: Toddler Class III

11:15 am: Lunch & Learn

11:30 am: Baby Class 

12 pm-4 pm: Book Fair 

3:10 pm: Thursday Corner I

4:20 pm: Thursday 
Corner II

6:30 pm: BBYO

7  pm: Brotherhood  
Book Club

7  pm: Life Goes On  
Book Club

7 pm: Board Meeting

5:15 pm: Candles

6:30 pm: Services

9:30 am: Services

MISHPATIM

4 pm: Life Goes On

7 pm: Understanding 
Antisemitism

PRESIDENTS DAY
OFFICE CLOSED

5:40 Minyan

ROSH CHODESH

7:30 am: Minyan

ROSH CHODESH

11:15 am: Lunch & Learn

6:30 pm: BBYO

5:23 pm: Candles

6:30 pm: Services

 9:30 am: Services 
Bar Mitzvah of  

Ari Antelman

TERUMAH 

4 pm: Hebrew School 9:30 am: Toddler Class I

10:30 am: Toddler Class II

4 pm: Hebrew School

5:40 Minyan

4 pm: Hebrew School 9:30 am: Pre Toddler  
Class

10:30 am: Toddler Class III
11:15 am: Lunch & Learn

11:30 am: Baby Class 
3:10 pm: Thursday Corner I

4:20 pm: Thursday 
Corner II

6:30 pm: BBYO

5:31 pm: Candles

2:30 pm: Tikvah

6:30 pm: Services

 9:30 am: Services 
Bat Mitzvah of  
Leah Huppert 

TETZAVEH

BOOK FAIR

PROJECT CICERO

PROJECT CICERO

Brotherhood 
Synagogue

Shevat / Adar 5783 
February 2023

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 ✡

5 6 7 8 9 11 ✡10

29 30 31 1 2 4 ✡3

26 27 28 1 2
22 23

3 4 ✡

✡ Shabbat Corner: 10 am  |  Aleph Bet Club: 11 am  |  Junior Congregation: 10 am 

19 20 21 22 23
22

24 25 ✡

PROJECT CICERO

PROJECT CICERO

PROJECT CICERO

REFUGEE SHABBAT


