
One of the questions sent my way asks: I 
want to know why we can’t say mourners’ 

prayers for pets. We have laws about their care 
and rest so why can’t we mourn them?

When a beloved pet passes away, many of 
us struggle with the loss of a dear, loving 
presence, the loss of companionship and a 
true friend. It is important to find an 
appropriate and meaningful way to mark the 
loss and mourn them.

Judaism values the compassionate 
treatment of animals, but stresses that their 
souls are not like ours. Our souls exist on a 
higher plane than that of animals. For this 
reason, it is inappropriate for mourning 
practices for our pets to mirror those for people. 

Yet, pet owners can easily understand  
the intense bonds we form with our furry 
friends. Because they offer us companionship, 
loyalty, respect, trust, and unconditional love, 
we often compare our relationships with them 
to our relationships with people. Our 
connections are so strong it is as if our souls 
are intertwined. And, when a pet dies, the 
sadness and loss we feel can pierce our hearts.

There are many ways that our pets are like 
us. They look to us for comfort and protection, 
express a wide range of emotions, seek 
approval from authority figures, struggle with 
change and transition, and can learn from 
their mistakes. Because animals are created by 
God, perhaps they, too, contain a spark of 
divinity within. As Psalm 145 states: “God’s 
mercy is upon all creation.”

During times of grief and mourning, we 
tend to look to our tradition for guidance and 
comfort. Our tradition does not offer an 
ancient ritual for mourning pets because it is 
only in contemporary times that humans have 
formed the type of close emotional attachment 
to our pets that we find natural. Contemporary 
rituals and prayers have been developed to 
respond to the reality that the loss of a pet 
feels much like the loss of a family member. 

It is appropriate to hold a memorial service 
where favorite photos, toys, and memories are 
shared. Making a donation to an animal shelter 
in the pet’s memory is a form of tzedakah and 
a fitting way to remember a pet. Alden Solovy 
has written a beautiful prayer, which 
recognizes the importance of pets in our lives, 

the reality of our grief when they die, and the 
difficulty of saying goodbye:

Passing of a Beloved Pet

In sorrow and love
I/We remember _______________ (pet’s 

name)
Our beloved ______________ (type of pet: 

dog, cat, etc.)
Who provided [years of ] companionship
And endless joy.
You were more than a pet to me/us,
Becoming a member of my/our family,
Providing consolation in times of loss,
Giving me/us laughter and delight
And a sense of well-being,
Rich with memories,
Rich in love.
The pain is deep.
The empty space, 
Too wide to comprehend.

[Forgive me/us, dear __________ (pet’s 
name),

For my/our decision to remove you from
The suffering you endured.
We/I did it with deep sorrow
Placing kindness for you above
My/Our desire for more time together.]

G-d of the bereaved,
Grant me/us to find solace in the days ahead,

And peace of mind as time passes.
Let my/our memories of the time/years 

together
With ____________ (pet’s name)
Be an endless source of wonder
In tribute to his/her memory.

Rest in peace. l
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Rest in Peace, Dear Companion
by Rabbi Daniel Alder
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2, 6:30 pm 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3, 9:30 Am 
Bar Mitzvah of Jacob Abramovich

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9, 6:30 pm 
Shabbaton Dinner and Speaker  

Judy Batalion 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10, 9:30 Am

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16, 6:30 pm 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17, 9:30 Am

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 23, 6:30 pm 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24, 9:30 Am 

Shabbat Hanukkah

Or join Brotherhood Shabbat services from 
your computer, tablet or phone: 
Zoom meeting ID: 225 253 5818 

Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/2252535818 
Password: 1818 

Using your phone, call 646-558-8656 
and enter the Meeting ID 225-253-5818

Shabbat Services

Rabbi Irving J. Block Memorial Lecture 
Thursday, December 8, 7:00 pm

Zionism in America:  125 Years after Herzl
Speaker:   

Professor Gil Troy, noted American and Zionist historian and author

A Distinguished Scholar in North American History at McGill University currently 
living in Jerusalem, Gil Troy is an award-winning American presidential historian 
and a leading Zionist activist. Recently designated an Algemeiner J-100, one of 
the top 100 people “positively influencing Jewish life, ” Troy has written 11 books 
on the American presidency and has edited two, including his latest, Theodor Herzl: Zionist 
Writings, the inaugural volumes of The Library of the Jewish People. He also writes a weekly 
column for the Jerusalem Post.

Troy has appeared as a featured commentator on CNN’s popular multipart documentaries, 
The Eighties, The Nineties, and The 2000s, and has been interviewed on most major North 
American TV and radio networks.

https://zoom.us/j/2252535818


Brotherhood provides: 
• A spiritual lifeline and gathering place.
• A distinguished and beloved clergy team.
• A resource in our lives, at every age and life 

cycle events.
• New ways to build community through acts 

of Chesed and Tikkun Olam. 
• A source of strength at a time of rising  

anti-Semitism.
• A voice in support of Israel.
• A center for study of Torah, Jewish history, 

ethics and values.
• An inclusive and egalitarian Judaism —  

welcoming all who wish to be a part of a 
vibrant Jewish community.

Each year, your generosity enables us to 
bridge the gap between dues, tuition, fees 
and the actual full cost of synagogue 
membership.  

Your support ensures that Brotherhood is 
here today and for tomorrow!

As we approach the final weeks of 2022, this 
is an excellent time to consider your year-end 
charitable giving. Your impact can be great!

Support Brotherhood with a  
Gift from Your IRA 

If you are 70½, you may make a Qualified 
Charitable Distribution to Brotherhood 
Synagogue directly from your Individual 
Retirement Account (IRA). 

If you are 72, you can use all or part of your 
Required Minimum Distribution (RMD), up to 
$100,000, to make a charitable gift to 
Brotherhood Synagogue. 

The entire amount of your gift passes to 
Brotherhood and you pay no income tax on 
the money. 

If you intend to use your IRA to make a gift 
to Brotherhood this year, we encourage you to 
make plans now. Please do not wait until the 
end of the year to arrange for your distribution 
as IRA administrators may take several weeks 
to complete the transfer. 

You Can Also Use Your IRA to Support  
Brotherhood in the Future 

You can choose to designate Brotherhood 
Synagogue as a beneficiary of your IRA and 
your gift will pass tax-free to Brotherhood 
after your lifetime. 

How to Make an IRA Charitable Rollover: 
• Contact your IRA provider to request a direct 

charitable transfer to Brotherhood Synagogue.
• Contact Brotherhood to provide notifi-

cation that you will be making a charitable 
transfer.

Tax Information:
• Your withdrawal may be counted toward 

your minimum distribution. 
• Your withdrawal will not increase your 

adjusted gross income (AGI). 
• This gift does not qualify for a charitable 

deduction, but it does reduce your taxable 
income.

L’ Shalom,
Ronald M. Epstein                                                                                                                                          
Director of Development &  
Member Engagement l
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Life Goes On is a group for those of us 
who have lost a spouse or life partner 
and want to experience the beauty, joy, 
and opportunity that New York life offers 
surrounded by supportive friends who 
understand and share in the loss. 

Our November event was fascinating! 
We had a private tour of the new exhibit at 
the Morgan Library: She Who Wrote: 
Enheduanna and Women of Mesopotamia, 
ca. 3400-2000 B.C. This extraordinary 
exhibit aroused our curiosity about 
women’s lives in ancient Mesopotamia and 
we hope to follow it up with a lecture about 
women’s roles in the ancient world in 
general. We met in the museum’s beautiful 
atrium for lunch and afterwards we had our 
tour. Several people remained after the 
tour to enjoy coffee together and discuss 
the exhibit.

If it’s December, then it’s Chanukah 
party time! We’re having our traditional 
Chanukah party in Brotherhood 
Synagogue’s 2nd Floor Reception Room 
on Tuesday, December 20 at 6:30 pm. We 
will begin with dinner together and enjoy 
the Second Avenue Deli’s wonderful 
sandwiches and salads with a glass of 
wine. We’ll go on to play our traditional 
gift giving game while sharing dessert 
together. No need to worry; the game is 
very simple, inexpensive, and a great deal 
of fun — details will be sent to those 
members that will be attending. The cost 
of the dinner will be shared, with the 
pricing to be sent to everyone as we get 
closer and know how many people will 
attend.

We have many upcoming meetings for 
our book club — please note all the dates: 

We have a special treat for our book 
club members — on Thursday, December 8 
at 5:30 pm we will discuss a thriller written 
by one of our own members,  Sid 
Meltzer — Unwitting Accomplice. What a 
rare pleasure to have an 
opportunity to help inspire 
a writer perhaps and 
contribute to his next 
book. Our discussion will 
be led by Professor Nick 
Birns who will lead us 
down the path of 
constructive criticism. 
Please confirm your 
attendance as soon as 
possible. As with book 
meetings before, the 
cost is $20 per person.

The first book club of 2023 is set  
for Thursday, January 12, details to  
be decided at the November meeting 
and sent to all book club members as 
soon as available. Professor Margaret 
Birns will lead our discussion as usual, 
and the cost remains $20 per person. 
Please know that you must advise Agnes 
in advance if you plan to participate.  
We cannot reserve Professor Birns’  
time without a sufficient number of 
participants. 

If you or someone you know would 
like to be a part of Life Goes On, please 
come to our meetings — we would be 
happy to see you! If you have any ques-
tions, please call Agnes Marton at 917-
519-4427 or e-mail her at 1agnesmar-
ton@gmail.com or call Roberta in the 
Synagogue office at 212.674.5750, email 
rkahn@brotherhoodsynagogue.org. l

Life Goes On

Saturday, December 10, 12:30 pm  
at Brotherhood
Our Executive Director, Alisha Goodman, 
will be at Shabbat Club on December 10 at 
12:30 pm, to meet with us to chat and answer 
questions as she celebrates her first 3 months 
here at Brotherhood. Here’s your chance if you 
haven’t met her yet! All are welcome to attend 
the meeting in the second floor reception 
room, opposite the sanctuary. There will be 
refreshments. Masking is suggested, but 
optional. Please contact Deborah Newman 
(debd.newman@gmail.com) with your ideas 
for future Shabbat Club speakers or topics.

Shabbat Club

Thursday, December 15 
7:00 pm @ Brotherhood

Deborah Newman will lead a 
discussion of The Lost Shtetl by 
Max Gross.
All are welcome. Please 
contact Gail Pierris abend 
@nyc.rr.com if you are 
interested in joining.

Brotherhood Book Club

A Note From Development

mailto:1agnesmarton%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:1agnesmarton%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:rkahn%40brotherhoodsynagogue.org?subject=
mailto:debd.newman%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:abend%40nyc.rr.com?subject=
mailto:abend%40nyc.rr.com?subject=
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Following services and a delicious Friday 
night dinner, we will be joined by bestselling 
author and Brotherhood member, Judy 
Batalion, who will speak and answer 
questions about The Light of Days, a searing 
history that brings to light the extraordinary 
accomplishments of brave Jewish women 
who became resistance fighters. The book 
has already been optioned by Steven 
Spielberg for a major motion picture and 
Judy is co-writing the screenplay. It has been 
published in a young readers’ edition and 
will be translated into nineteen languages.

Witnesses to the brutal murder of their 
families and neighbors and the violent 
destruction of their communities, a cadre 
of Jewish women in Poland—some still in 

their teens—helped transform Jewish youth 
groups into resistance cells to fight the Nazis. 
These “ghetto girls” paid off Gestapo guards, 
hid revolvers in loaves of bread, and helped 
build systems of underground bunkers. They 
flirted with German soldiers, bribed them 
with whiskey and home cooking, used their 
Aryan looks to seduce them, and shot and 
killed them. They bombed German train lines 
and blew up a town’s water supply. They also 
nursed the sick, taught children, and hid 
families. Yet the exploits of these courageous 
resistance fighters have remained virtually 
unknown. Judy, the granddaughter of Polish 
Holocaust survivors, takes us back to 1939 in 
The Light of Days and tells the true story of 
these incredible women.

The book has won numerous awards and 
was one of NPR’s Best Books of 2021 and an 
instant NY Times bestseller and has been 
on the USA Today, Washington Post, Boston 
Globe, Globe and Mail, Publishers Weekly and 
Indie bestseller lists.

Judy Batalion is also the author 
of White Walls: A Memoir About 
Motherhood, Daughterhood 
and the Mess in Between,  

optioned by Warner Brothers, 
and her essays have appeared in 

The NY Times, the Washington Post, the  
Forward, Vogue, and many others. She has a 
BA in the History of Science from Harvard, 
and a PhD in the History of Art from the 
Courtauld Institute, University of London, 
and has worked as a museum curator and 
university lecturer. Born in Montreal, where 
she grew up speaking English, French,  
Hebrew, and Yiddish, she lives in New York 
with her husband and three children. 

Dinner RSVP by December 2

Shabbaton Dinner and Speaker  
@ Brotherhood
Friday, December 9, 7:30 pm  
following Services at 6:30 pm
Speaker: Judy Batalion, author of The Light of Days: The Untold 
Story of Women Resistance Fighters in Hitler's Ghettos

EYAL VILNER’S 16-PIECE SWING BAND!

ADMISSION: $10

7:30 PM
DECEMBER 17

Doors Open at 7:30 pm  |  Music at 8:00 pm
Latkes & Vodkas at 9:15 pm

Please join us for the lighting of the  
second candle of the Chanukah menorah in 

Gramercy Park and join in for some Chanukah 
songs with the Brotherhood congregational choir, 

Harmoni-AH!
Sufganiyot to follow at Brotherhood!

A Community 
Lighting of the  

Chanukah Menorah 
in Gramercy Park 

Monday, December 19 
5:30 – 6:00 pm

IN JANUARY THE FOCUS IS ON NEW YORK DELIS — SAVE THESE DATES! 
Wednesday, January 11, 4:00 pm
”I’ll Have What She’s Having”:  
The Jewish Deli
This virtual tour on Zoom from The NY Historical 
Society examines how Jewish immigrants, mostly 
from Central and Eastern Europe, imported and 
adapted traditions to create a uniquely American 

restaurant and reveals 
how Jewish delicatessens 
became a cornerstone of 
American food culture.

Thursday, January 12, 12 Noon 
We are coupling the NY Historical 
Society’s virtual tour with actual lunch at 
one of the best delis left in the City — our 
very favorite — Second Avenue Deli! ($40 
including ½ sandwich of choice, soup of 
choice, coffee/ tea).
More details coming soon but please 
email Roberta to express 
interest in the Deli lunch 
since we cannot hold the 
reservation without sufficient 
interest.Register here

https://brotherhoodsynagogue.shulcloud.com/event/Shabbaton120922
mailto:rkahn%40brotherhoodsynagogue.org?subject=
https://brotherhoodsynagogue.shulcloud.com/form/jewish-deli.html
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B’nai Mitzvah, Mazal Tov to:
Nick and Caren Abramovich on the Bar 
Mitzvah of their son, Jacob Abramovich.  Jacob 
is a student at the Stephen Gaynor School.
Scott and Alexis Litman on the Bat Mitzvah 
of their daughter, Addison.  Addie, a student 
at Village Community School, celebrated her 
simcha with her younger brothers, Owen and 
Maxwell.

Condolences to:
Marc Solomon on the passing of his father, 
Gary Solomon.
Randi Wasserman on the passing of her 
mother, Phyllis Wasserman.
Ruth Morwitz and Vicki Morwitz on the 
passing of their son and brother, Joel Morwitz.
Roberta Stern on the passing of her mother, 
and our member, Arlene Williams Stern.
Richard Goldberg on the passing of his father, 
Monroe Goldberg.
Judith Batalion on the passing of her mother, 
Sara Batalion.

Happenings in Our 
Kehilah

The Chesed Committee will be meeting 
on Tuesday, December 6 at 7:00 pm to 
discuss ongoing projects and new initia-
tives. Anyone interested in learning more 
about what the Chesed Committee does, 
suggesting new activities, or volunteer-
ing with the committee is invited to join 
us in person at Brotherhood or via zoom: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/5104972495?p-
wd=dHBpZ04vamprb1VZdjhpdWFRdUI-
wUT09
Meeting ID: 510 497 2495
Passcode: 1818
One tap mobile: +19292056099,,510497
2495#,,,,*1818# US (New York)
+16469313860,,5104972495#,,,,*1818# US

We look forward to seeing you!
*The Chesed Committee provides help and com-
passion to Brotherhood members in times of need. 
Reach us at chesed@brotherhoodsynagogue.org or 
through the synagogue office.

The Chesed* Committee
WANTS YOU TO KNOW…

BCRIC is ready to resume in-person activities! 
On Thursday, December 8 from 6-7 pm, 

we will hold an in-person 
gathering to become reac-

quainted with one another and share ideas 
for in-person activities to support refugees, 
asylum-seekers, and immigrants. We can 
discuss ideas for activities to support asy-
lum-seekers and refugees to be held at 
Brotherhood, as well as collaboration with 
other synagogues and interfaith groups 

that offer support programs. It’s also not 
too early to start planning for HIAS Refugee 
Shabbat to be held on the weekend of Feb-
ruary 3 and 4, 2023. Please think out of the 
box and bring your ideas to the discussion!

This is an exciting time to re-engage 
with BCRIC if you haven’t participated in a 
while, or to discover for the first time how 
you can join other congregants in support-
ing asylum-seekers, refugees, and immi-
grants.

For more information, please contact 
Barbara Stern at blee50@verizon.net with 
questions.

The Brotherhood Committee on the 

Refugee and 
Immigration Crisis

BCRIC
UPDATE

Do you have an interest in volunteering with the 
Brotherhood Homeless Shelter?  

If yes, follow this link and let us know! 
We are starting to organize for this winter season. While we are still 

working out the numbers of days and which days of the week, it would 
be great to hear from community members who have an interest in being 

involved. Once we have more information, we will follow up with those 
who sign up via the link. 

December Drive for Backpacks for the Street 
Helping feed, house, and supply New York City’s homeless has 
long been a priority at Brotherhood Synagogue. The Social Action 
Committee is once again holding a winter gear drive to benefit 
Backpacks for the Street, an organization that brings compassion, 
dignity and hope to the unsheltered throughout NYC. 

We are seeking donations of ADULT SIZE handmade hats and scarves as well as 
new or gently used coats, gloves, sweaters, shoes. Please bring your donations to the 
collection box in the lobby during the month of December.

Our October and November Drives Were a Great Success!

Join in on creating handmade items for donation. New and experienced crafters 
welcome! Cindy Menell will host a crafter’s group at Brotherhood on Friday, 

December 2 at 4 pm. Please email Roberta and let her know if you would like to meet 
up with Cindy and create!

Thanks to all who made donations to one of our most successful 
October City Harvest Drives ever! Special thanks to Abby 
Goldstein (pictured), co-chair of our Social Action Committee for 
shopping and packing!

Social Action

The 20th Annual Chuck Ginsburg Memorial 
Blood Drive was a TREMENDOUS success!  
Thanks to all who came to donate — we had 
85 donors resulting in 71 lifesaving blood 
donations! 

Very special thanks 
to Beth Barry and 
Laura Ward (pictured 
alongside Marge 
Ginsburg) for their 
generosity and 
dedication volunteering 
at the drive!!

If you are receiving a printed copy 
of the Monthly Bulletin, PLEASE 
RECONSIDER!!
You can help Brotherhood save on printing 
and postage costs by unsubscribing from 
the printed bulletin and reading it online. 
The online edition is even better than 
the printed version! It contains live links 
to things that may be of interest to you. 
Please call (212.674.5750) or email Manda to 
unsubscribe.

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/5104972495?pwd=dHBpZ04vamprb1VZdjhpdWFRdUIwUT09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/5104972495?pwd=dHBpZ04vamprb1VZdjhpdWFRdUIwUT09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/5104972495?pwd=dHBpZ04vamprb1VZdjhpdWFRdUIwUT09
mailto:blee50%40verizon.net?subject=
https://brotherhoodsynagogue.shulcloud.com/form/shelter
https://backpacksforthestreet.org/
https://backpacksforthestreet.org/
mailto:rkahn%40brotherhoodsynagogue.org?subject=
mailto:mhegardt%40brotherhoodsynagogue.org?subject=


December 3-9
Ralph Adler, Matthew Arnoff, Lila Blinder ,̂ David 
Bober, Murray Borden, Calvin Breit ,̂ Susan 
Capaldo ,̂ Ray Cohen, Edith N. Conway ,̂ Orene 
Moskow Fisher ,̂ Roger Flather, Elsa Friedman, 
Benjamin Friedman ,̂ Honey F. Golby*, Alexander 
Gordon, Leon Wilfred Graham*, Harry Aaron Gross, 
Rosalind Halper, Hugo Hamburger, Benjamin 
Hauptman, Anne Hayt ,̂ Benjamin Hushansky, 
Barbara Joslyn, Bernard Jurysta, Benjamin Klein*, 
Donald Learner ,̂ Abe Leinweber, Samuel L. 
Magerfield*, Pearl Miller, Fannie Nelson, Gertrude 
Novom ,̂ Herman Nussbaum, Sidney Palew ,̂ 
Rose Greenberg Rechtschaeffer* ,̂ Mr. Louis 
Richkin, Joseph Ripinsky ,̂ Terry Rosenberg, Morris 
Rosenberg ,̂ Sol Russon, Jesse Salsberg, Annie 
Schindel ,̂ David Shainberg, Audrey Shebroe, 
Bessie Siepser*, Mr. Marc Lee Sloan, Matthew 
Solomon*, Irving Statsinger ,̂ Miriam Statsinger ,̂ 
Herbert Vogel ,̂ Esther Wittenstein*, Calvin Younger

December 10-16
Ronald Abitbol, Gabriel Ascher, Harry Bernstein, 
Freya Bodkins^, Evelyn K. Borden^, Irving A. 
Browner*, Betty Casper, Irwin Cassell^, Sidney 
Cohen, Tessie Consumano, Molly D. Cummings^, 
Roselle DeMarais*, Rita Domow, Mildred 
Dorman^, Isidore Dursht^, Rebecca Ellenzweig, 
Ethel Epstein^, Bruce Fendell, Anny H. Gelber*, 
Julius Goldstein, Dorothy Goldstein, Lenore 
Goldstein^, Fritz Hahn^, Kenneth Halpern^*, Billy 
Jacobson, Eugene Kane, Abraham Kasman, Alice 
Kenner^, Evelyn Kreloff, Betty Landino^, Gerald 
Barry, Lascher, Hanna Lederer, Florence Levine, 
Gussie Levine*, Marvin Levy^*, Gloria Love^, 
Sylvia Mayo^, Eric Morse, Edward Perlstein^, 
Joseph Pessar^, Anna Poswolsky*, Irene Powell^, 
Renee Goode Rigby, Linda Ripinsky^, Arthur 
Rosenblum^, Anna Schlager*, David Schlanger*, 
Pearl Schwam, William Seinfeld^, Allan Shafer*, 
Nathan Siegel, Eric Silberberg, Sol Sloan, Roz 
Statsinger^, Edward Stempel, Morris Sussman, 
Ben-Zion Toback, Hannah Toby*, Paul Tuchfeld^, 
Rose Cooperman Wallach*, Alexandra Ginsberg 
Weiler^, Michael Weintraub, Richard Zeitlin^ 

December 17-23
Mr. Daniel Altman ,̂ Rose Antell *̂, Max Balaber, 
Sam Barkan, Mrs. Hermine Bauer, Rachel Leah 
Berglas~*, Joseph Berlowitz*, Philip Blinder ,̂ Harry 
Bohrer, Esther Brickman ,̂ Selma Carp, Martin 
Davis, Wally Dobelis, Lazar Ente ,̂ Rose Epstein ,̂ 
Leo Farland*, Rae Feld ,̂ Murray Finkelstein, 
Marion Flash, Bessie Fradin ,̂ Isaiah Gellman, 
Alden Getz, Flora Goldin ,̂ Gilda L. Goldstein, 
Abraham Goldstein*, Samuel Goldstein ,̂ Rosalie 
Gordon, Willard Gourse*, William Greenleaf, 
Harry Haberman, Lou Hacker, Benjamin Hayeem, 
Jack Herman, David Hochbaum, Lillian Hurowitz, 
Michael Kaplan, Gertrude Kaufman, Herman 
E. Kurland ,̂ Dr. Isidore J. Landsman* ,̂ Eugenia 
Lauterpacht, Frances Lebon*, Sophie Leifschutz ,̂ 
Sophie Leifschutz ,̂ Anne Lindenauer, Sadie 
Maisel *̂, Ruth Mandell, Anna Meisler ,̂ Rita 
Morrison, Sheldon Moskowitz ,̂ Marjorie Nadler, 
Paul Rose, Dianne Rubenfeld ,̂ Martin Salzman, 
Murray J. Schneider ,̂ Celia Schneier, David 
Schumann, Rebecca Segal, Bill Seregi, David Silver, 
Jr., Fred Sirkin*, James Slater ,̂ Leila Sloane ,̂ Eliezer 
Slotnick, Louis Slotnick, Mildred Steckler*, Louis 
Stutzel ,̂ Miriam Sussman, Rita Swedlow ,̂ Joseph 

Teperman ,̂ Richard Turkheimer ,̂ Rose Fogelhood 
Unterweiser*, Murray Weinstein, Lillian F. Weiss ,̂ 
Renee Wexer, Jack Wishnie 

December 24-30
Tess Abramowitz, Frieda Rinder Antler ,̂ Dorothy 
Bergman, Yetta Chizner*, Helen Seinfeld Chodos ,̂ 
Abner Cohen, Leon Dankberg ,̂ Ethel Edelstein*, 
Benjamin Eisenstadt ,̂ Morris Esrig ,̂ Evelyn 
Fisher, Arlene Ford, Chester B. Franklin *̂, Alan J. 
Freedman ,̂ Libby Fried*, I. Edward Ginsburg ,̂ 
Paula Glass ,̂ Docia Glusband, Stanley Goldberg, 
Morris Goldstein*, Blanche Greenhouse *̂, Hayeem 
Benjamin Hayeem, Anne Soloway Hayt ,̂ Robert 
Hikida, Frances Karasick, Isadore Kasman, Miriam 
Kramer, Edna Larkin, Tatung Lin, Anna Meyers*, 
Lena Presser*, Leonard Pressman, Eric Renstrom, 
Sylvia Ringler*, Ruth Roony, Rev. Saul Roselle*, 
Estelle Rosenthal, Sarah Schlanger*, Daniel 
Schwartz, Lena Shargel, Dr. Stephen Silverman, 
Everett Singer, Laura Sonneberg, Anita Talmas, 
Annie Weprin, Moishe Wigdor, Anna Wisgordinski, 
Mildred Wishnie, Melvin A. Wool, Arthur Ziff, Seth 
Zuckerman 

December 31 - January 6
Donna Barnett, Frances Berger ,̂ Selma Berman, 
Roberta Cummings ,̂ Henry H. Daniel, Jack 
Davis ,̂ Steven Derris, Isidor Diamond ,̂ Florence 
Eichner*, Isaac Epstein, Fritz Falkenstein ,̂ Barry 
Fishman, Louis Philip Foster ,̂ Jack Friedman*, 
Mimi Gettinger, Sarah Glickstein, Josepha Gold, 
Edward Greenberg, Lewis Gross*, Alan Hardy, 
Dr. Ronald Kaplansky, Clara Kaufman ,̂ David 
Kitover, Abraham Kitt, Benjamin Klein, Mr. Samuel 
Kleinhaut ,̂ Israel Klonsky ,̂ Gertrude Krupen ,̂ 
Ilsa Karger Levy ,̂ Nachama Rachel Lewinstein*, 
Claude Markel*, Muriel Meyers ,̂ Joseph Michael*, 
Estelle Moskowitz, Resi Hamburger Nachman* ,̂ 
Sheldon Putterman, Irvin David Rafkin, Ruth 
Reagen, Ismar Cohn Reisner ,̂ Phillip Rosen, Esther 
Rosenberg ,̂ Bertha Scheiner*, Nathan Scher, 
Doris Gordon Selkowitz ,̂ Joseph M. Sepersky*, 
Joseph Silberberg, Muriel Siragher, Betty Siskind*, 
Rose K. Solomon*, Esther Stutzel ,̂ Doris Watty, 
Hannah Weiner ,̂ Abraham Weiss*, Edward Weiss ,̂ 
Marguerite Wimer 

Kislev / Tevet 5783    December 2022     Brotherhood Synagogue 5

The Brotherhood
Synagogue
28 Gramercy Park South

New York, N.Y. 10003
Phone: (212) 674-5750

Fax: (212) 505-6707

www.brotherhoodsynagogue.org
RABBI DANIEL ALDER
CANTOR ISAAC YAGER

RABBI IRVING J. BLOCKZ’’L D.D.: Founding Rabbi
RUSSELL KOHN: President

ALISHA GOODMAN:
Executive Director
PHILLIP ROTHMAN:

Executive Director Emeritus

Congregation founded in 1954
Historic Landmark Building erected in 1859

YAHRZEITS
^Garden of Remembrance   *Book of Remembrance

Afew weeks ago, I and 
about 40 of my fellow 

Brotherhood members came 
together in the Community 
Room for the first event 

hosted by our Anti-Semitism Task Force, 
a panel of college students and a staff 
member at NYU’s Bronfman Center, 
moderated by a recent college graduate. 
The conversation could not have been 
more timely, with recent antisemitic 
outbursts from celebrities on top of the 
steady drumbeat of Jew hatred we have 
seen in our city.

Even as the students spoke of isolated 
antisemitic acts from both students and 
professors, the message that I heard 
loudest was a hopeful one. Each of them 
spoke about creating connections to their 
non-Jewish peers and inviting them into 
Jewish spaces. They described their fellow 
students’ open-mindedness and interest 
in learning more about Judaism. And they 
described the close connections they 
have built between the Jewish and non-
Jewish communities on campus.

Sitting in the Community Room, I 
was reminded of something I wrote in 
this space in February of this year, after 
several Jews were taken hostage at a 
synagogue in Colleyville, TX: “Engaging 
with other faiths and broader community 
institutions isn’t just incidental to who 
we are at Brotherhood. It is core to our 
DNA. And, in the long term, it is our best 
defense against antisemitism locally and 
globally. By educating those around us, 
we create allies and foster tolerance.”

 As we see thoughtless (at best) and 
malicious statements from celebrities, I 
hope that we — both Brotherhood and the 
broader Jewish community — continue 
to reach out to the communities around 
us to build bridges. We may fear the 
vulnerability this exposes us to, but the 
non-Jews we connect with will become 
our best allies and defenders. Without 
their help and support, we isolate 
ourselves and just invite further attacks.

I am proud to see Brotherhood 
continuing this important work through 
our Interfaith Committee, our Social 
Action Committee, our Coalition on the 
Refugee and Immigration Crisis and, now, 
through the Anti-Semitism Task Force. We 
can’t solve antisemitism single-handedly, 
but we must be part of the solution.

I look forward to more programming 
like our panel from last month and 
look forward to having you join us in 
these important conversations over the 
coming year.

Warmly, 
Russell Kohn      l

President’s Post
by  Russell Kohn
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Sevivon, sov, sov, sov
Chanukah, hu chag tov
Chanukah, hu chag tov
Sevivon, sov, sov, sov!

Right up at the top on the list of everyone’s 
favorite Chanukah songs sits Sevivon. 

“Sevivon” means dreidel and “sov” is spin. 
Often when we teach this song to students, 
we allow them to get up from their seats and 
spin around as we recite the words. If you walk 
into the Brotherhood sanctuary over the next 
few weeks don’t be surprised if you come 
across dozens of spinning students.

When thinking about the holiday season 
this idea of spinning around and around can 
feel easy to relate to. All of us are trying to 
get many things done, be in many different 
places, and often plan for both the end of this 
calendar year and the beginning of the next. 
Just as we can spin our bodies as we sing our 
minds can also be spinning during this busy 
time. While all of this turning can get us carried 
away it is important to also take a moment to 
listen and appreciate the rest of the song.

Chag simcha hu la-am
Nes gadol haya sham
Nes gadol haya sham
Chag simcha hu la-am.

The song states that Chanukah is a holiday 
of happiness for the nation. This should be a 
time of joy for all of us to celebrate as a nation 
and as a community. (Don’t forget to join 
us for the Family Chanukah Celebration on 
December 18th!!) Its words also reminds us of 
the great miracle that happened. The reason 
behind the holiday itself. It helps us remember 
that the Jewish people are strong, brave, and 
resilient. That we can overcome adversity, 
stand up for what we believe in, and that we 
have both fortitude and faith. As you enter this 
season we hope that you will take the time to 
stop spinning and appreciate Chanukah as a 
“chag tov” a great holiday filled with family, 
fun, and maybe a latke or two.

Hebrew School News  |  by Tess Neider, Hebrew School Principal

The Book of Revolutions: 
The Battles of Priests, Prophets, and 
Kings That Birthed the Torah
Thursday December 1, 3:30 pm
with Rabbi Edward Feld & Rabbi Jeff Salkin

Princess, Poetess, 
Priestess, Ornament of 
Heaven: Enheduanna, the 
Women of Mesopotamia & 
Our Biblical Narrative
Sunday December 4 
7:00 pm  |  with Sharon Keller

Creating Eternal Moments
Tuesday December 6, 3:00 pm
with Rabbi Roly Matalon & Rabbi Elie Spitz

Gallery Hop in Chelsea and Tribeca
Tuesday December 8, 3:30 pm
with Toby Kahn

The Festival of Darkness: 
On the Primordial Origins of Chanukah
Tuesday, December 13, 1:00 pm 
with Gila Fine

Chana Orloff and 
the Case of the 
Mysterious Photo
Thursday, December 15, 
3:30 pm 
with Sophia Berry

From the Caspian to the Caucuses:  
The Jews of Azerbaijan
Tuesday, December 20, 3:30 pm 
with Evgenia Kempinski

Why Was Spinoza 
Excommunicated?
Thursday, December 22  
3:30 pm  |  with Steven Nadler

Brotherhood Synagogue Adult 
Education in partnership with the 
Orange County Jewish Community 
Scholar Program (CSP) presents the 
following roster of amazing online 
classes during the month of December!  

Please click on the class titles for  
full description and to register  
or go to https://occsp.net/current-on-
line-events/.

December Classes with the Orange County Jewish Community Scholar Program

To support our ongoing programs in the area of Adult Education please visit 
our website and designate your contributions as a gift to “Adult Education” in 

the dropdown menu.

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUlc-GtqjoiEtbyiXQG5jpVYpNxtRXLLK-B
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUlc-GtqjoiEtbyiXQG5jpVYpNxtRXLLK-B
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUlc-GtqjoiEtbyiXQG5jpVYpNxtRXLLK-B
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZElcu6ppzwuGdM5MN15ePtsXRxr7M5wT1AS
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZElcu6ppzwuGdM5MN15ePtsXRxr7M5wT1AS
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZElcu6ppzwuGdM5MN15ePtsXRxr7M5wT1AS
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZElcu6ppzwuGdM5MN15ePtsXRxr7M5wT1AS
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZElcu6ppzwuGdM5MN15ePtsXRxr7M5wT1AS
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMtfumtpzsiHNNTGe-pSoA3sJsmHIUEd7mI
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMrf-GrrjkoGdFNlRhVQ4zV8dS4i-zzcRbP
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMlduGhqTwtGdWxVW0nSTGk5JDy1hDq01ex
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMlduGhqTwtGdWxVW0nSTGk5JDy1hDq01ex
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUod-qpqzMsHtdmvVodMi_Vh07WRuTkL4C5
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUod-qpqzMsHtdmvVodMi_Vh07WRuTkL4C5
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUod-qpqzMsHtdmvVodMi_Vh07WRuTkL4C5
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEpde6tqz8pGNcxRqNE8PCpnFG9kSRRxz0Z
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEpde6tqz8pGNcxRqNE8PCpnFG9kSRRxz0Z
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEkc-mspjooGdxcExxUZvnTbejFlwaKYlQd
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEkc-mspjooGdxcExxUZvnTbejFlwaKYlQd
https://brotherhoodsynagogue.shulcloud.com/payment.php
https://brotherhoodsynagogue.shulcloud.com/payment.php
https://brotherhoodsynagogue.shulcloud.com/form/2022-hs-shabbat-dinner
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I often have thoughts about leaving  
my daughter a colleçtion of exquisitely 

beautiful letters telling her how much I love her. 
In my fantasy, each note perfectly encapsulates 
my hope, pride, and tenderness. With humor 
and grace, I impart important life lessons for 
every occasion. My musings are tender and 
all-knowing, my reminiscences light-hearted 
and thought-provoking. Perhaps I even include 
snapshots with caring captions, personal 
anecdotes that showcase my vulnerability 
without a hint of neuroses, words of wisdom 
that are self-knowing and profound.  

In real life, of course, I haven’t had time to 
begin this tour de force of a manuscript or even 
to select or print out any of the aforementioned 
photos. Truth be told, I’m far too mired down 
by the indignities of actual parenting — rushing 
out of the house for morning dropoff, wiping 
spills off already-stained countertops, signing 
up for extracurricular activities we will 
inevitably miss due to our lingering coughs, 
packing a cavalcade of nut and dairy-free 
lunches, buying new shoes to replace the ones 
we just bought (but that are already two sizes 
too small), and politely explaining why Pirate’s 
Booty is not — and never will be — a breakfast 
food.

Fortunately, it doesn’t take a leather-
bound first edition to show my daughter 
how I feel about her. I tell her every day 
by celebrating all her essential milestones  
(“You just rode the big kid bus!”), 
orchestrating grand showy overtures (like 
buying tickets to her first Broadway show), 
and through small, unspoken gestures 
(such as snuggling her close at night even/
especially when she’s snotty and sick).  
And although she may not log all the hours I've 
spent on her kindergarten applications, I hope 
that she’ll remember the way I smile at her 
after each appointment, or hear the words “I’m 

proud of you” echoing in her ears every time 
she tries her very best. 

And while these acts may define  
the way in which I (try to) parent, they don’t 
set me apart from the rest of my tribe. Far 
from it. In fact, looking around at my fellow 
moms at the schoolyard, I am constantly 
humbled and impressed by how easily each of 
them perform their own silent labors of love. 
Which is why, instead of just writing a letter to  
my daughter, I’ve decided to write one to all 
of us — for being the sort of parents who’d do 
anything/everything to make our children feel 
special without a shred of recognition. 

So this letter is for the ‘Secret Admirer’ 
mom who leaves her son notes in his lunch 
bag every day, wishing him a wonderful day 
and reminding him that she loves him. And for 
the ‘Miss Frizzle’ mom, who lets her kids make 
glorious glitter messes on her carpet. For the 
working mom who comes home, bone-tired, 
and yet somehow summons the strength to 
start a messy baking project with her son. 
It’s for the ‘Stuart Smalley’ mom, who gives 
her daughter daily affirmations at each and 
every dropoff, telling her “you are smart, you 
are kind, and you are strong.” For the ‘Medusa’ 
mom who lets her son twist her hair into 
(literal) knots simply because “it soothes him.” 
and for the ‘General,’ coordinating four after-
school enrichment schedules with military-like 
precision. And for the ‘Mother Theresa,’ who 
buys her son no less than 12 different kinds 
of sweatpants until she finds the one magical 
“unicorn” pair that “doesn’t itch.” 

To all of my fellow parents: you’re more 
amazing than you know and your kids are so 
lucky to have you. Thank you for the everyday 
acts of kindness that inspire us all and bring joy 
to the ones you hold most dear. Wishing you 
lots of love and gratitude this holiday season. 
(You deserve it.)  l

Nursery School News: Love Letters  |  by Debbie Newman

I    was recently preparing one of my conversion 
students who is nearing the end of her studies 

for the type of questions that  she can expect to be 
asked before entry into the Jewish faith is approved 
- a “mock beit din” as I call it. These questions 
can range from asking converts to describe the 
significance of favorite Jewish holidays to sharing 
personal spiritual journeys and family’s reactions 
to conversion. As expected, the subject of children 
and religion came up during our mock procedure. 
I asked my student how she planned to create and 
maintain a Jewish home with her fiancé when she 
had a family. In addition to observing Shabbat, 
holidays, and having her children receive a Jewish 
education, she also explained that her connection 
to Judaism felt stronger than her relationship 
to the religion in which she grew up largely in 
part because becoming Jewish was her decision. 
She wanted her future children’s relationship 
to Judaism and their Jewish home to be just as 
strong as her connection, born out of choice and 
empowerment, not out of obligation. This got me 
thinking about my own connection to Judaism 
and the non-existent choices I had in my spiritual 
upbringing. I wouldn’t say I felt empowered to 
attend Hebrew School three days every week. And 
though insisting that my mother complete my 
Hebrew homework for me before I went into the 
synagogue was a personal choice, I didn’t have 
much say in my development as a Jew, nor do most 
who are born into a religion. And while I understand 
my student’s perspective, it is still one that I can 
never share having been a member of the tribe 
since birth. However, the beauty of Judaism is that 
empowerment, even among children, comes from 
within. Even though Hebrew school and attending 
synagogue services was something I had to do, I 
was still empowered to ask why and wrestle with 
its importance. I might not have had a say in my 
upbringing, but I was never told to be quiet. After 
all, total spiritual autonomy is more effective when 
you are old enough to understand what it is. Until 
then, go to Hebrew school, listen to your parents, 
ask questions, grapple with your religious identity, 
and you might even become a cantor.      l

♪ Cantor’s Notes ♪
by Cantor Isaac Yager

for Young Children*
Please join us to welcome Shabbat  

together with stories and song!
Friday, December 2 

5:30-6:00 pm
with Daphna & Saskia

in the Community Room at Brotherhood
*For children 4 and under. Older sibs welcome!

Please check the Weekly Mail for other 
Brotherhood Family Programs.

Brotherhood Synagogue Early Childhood Programs 
(ECP) 2023 Winter/Spring Registration is NOW OPEN!

Early Childhood Programs (ECP) at Brotherhood Synagogue help our community’s 
youngest children grow and flourish in an atmosphere where Jewish life, learning, 
values, and traditions are nurtured and celebrated. Cognitive skills along with social, 

emotional, and physical development are encouraged through music, movement, theater arts, 
storytelling, learning activities, play, and arts & crafts with a special focus on Shabbat, holidays, 
and Hebrew language. Our weekly classes emphasize joyful Jewish experiences and a connec-
tion to community in a safe and fun learning environment.

We are offering the following classes:
•  Baby Class 0 –12 months
•  Pre-Toddler Class 12 –18 months
•  Toddler Class 18 months –3 years
•  Thursday Corner 3 –5 years

Please visit Early Childhood Programs at 
Brotherhood to learn more and register or 
email Roberta if you have questions.

https://brotherhoodsynagogue.org/early-childhood-programs.html
https://brotherhoodsynagogue.org/early-childhood-programs.html
mailto:rkahn%40brotherhoodsynagogue.org?subject=
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

7 pm: Life Goes On  
Book Club

9:30 am: Toddler Class I
10:30 am: Toddler Class II

4 pm: Hebrew School
5:40 Minyan

6:30 pm: Harmoni-AH!

4 pm: Hebrew School
6:30 Serpents of Desire

9:30 am:  
Pre-Toddler Class

10:30 am: Toddler Class III
11:15 am: Lunch & Learn

11:30 am: Baby Class 
3 pm: Thursday Corner I

4:15 pm: Thursday Corner II
6 pm: Hebrw School 

Parents Party

4:11 pm: Candles
2:30 pm: Tikvah

5:30 pm: Family Shabbat 
for Children 4 & under

6:30 pm: Services

9:30 am: Services 
Bar Mitzvah of  

Jacob Abramovich

VAYETZE 

9 am: Tikvah 4 pm: Hebrew School
6:30 Works of Sholom 

Aleichem

9:30 am: Toddler Class I
10:30 am: Toddler Class II

4 pm: Hebrew School
5:40 Minyan

6:30 pm: Harmoni-AH!
7 pm: Chesed Committee

4 pm: Hebrew School 9:30 am:  
Pre-Toddler Class

10:30 am: Toddler Class III
11:15 am: Lunch & Learn

11:30 am: Baby Class 
3 pm: Thursday Corner I

4:15 pm: Thursday Corner II
5:30 pm:  Life Goes On  

Book Club 
6 pm: BCRIC

6:30 : BBYO 
7 pm: Rabbi Irving Block 

Memorial Lecture

4:10 pm: Candles
2:30 pm: Tikvah

5:30 pm: Hebrew Schoo 
Family Shabbat

6:30 pm: Dinner  
Grades 3-4

6:30 pm: Services
7:30 pm: Shabbaton Dinner  

Speaker: Judy Batalion 

9:30 am: Services

12:30 pm: Shabbat Club 
 

VAYISLACH

9 am: Tikvah 4 pm: Hebrew School
6:30 Works of Sholom 

Aleichem

9:30 am: Toddler Class I
10:30 am: Toddler Class II

4 pm: Hebrew School
5:40 Minyan

6:30 pm: Harmoni-AH!

4 pm: Hebrew School 9:30 am:  
Pre-Toddler Class

10:30 am: Toddler Class III
11:15 am: Lunch & Learn

11:30 am: Baby Class 
3 pm: Thursday Corner I

4:15 pm: Thursday 
Corner II

6:30: BBYO
7 pm: Brotherhood  

Book Club

4:11 pm: Candles
2:30 pm: Tikvah

6:30 pm: Services

9:30 am: Services

7:30 pm: Latkes & Vodkas

VAYESHEV

9 am: Tikvah
11 am: Chanukah Concert 
& Party for Kids & Families

EREV CHANUKAH

4 pm: Hebrew School
5:30 pm: Community 

LIghting of Chanukah 
Menorah 

6:30 Works of Sholom 
Aleichem

CHANUKAH

5:40 Minyan
7 pm:  Board Meeting

CHANUKAH

4 pm: Hebrew School

CHANUKAH CHANUKAH

4:19 pm: Candles
6:30 pm: Services

CHANUKAH

 9:30 am: Services 

MIKEITZ 
CHANUKAH

CHANUKAH

OFFICE CLOSED

CHANUKAH

5:40 Minyan 4:25 pm: Candles
6:30 pm: Services

 9:30 am: Services  

VAYIGASH

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 ✡

18 19 20 21 22
22 23

23 24 ✡

4 5 6 7 8 10 ✡9

27 28 29 30 1 3 ✡2

25 26 27 28 29
22 23

30 31 ✡

✡ Shabbat Corner: 10 am  |  Aleph Bet Club: 11 am  |  Junior Congregation: 10 am 

Over the coming months, the 
Brotherhood Israel Committee 
will be presenting/delivering Israel 
related content coming directly to 
you from Israel!  Look for WhyIsrael 
Matters content in Brotherhood’s 
monthly bulletins, weekly emails, 
other outlets and in programming 
events we will bring to you live from 
Israel on Zoom. We are so pleased 
to be working with Ophir Tal, our 
partner in Israel!

I’m Ophir Tal, your former Israeli 
shaliach from 2018 to 2020, who 
you may recognise from the 
Shabbat club, Downtown Jewish 

life (DJL) and WhyIsrael Lectures. 
And we are about to embark on a joint 

adventure. It’s called WhyIsrael, yet it’s wider: 
we will perceive Israel like you’ve never seen 
before, from every possible aspect-and with 
judgement-free sentiment.

Every month, you’ll experience Israel 
through an array of content, virtual and 

written, including articles, lectures, inter-
active videos, virtual tools, Israeli recipes, 
and more.

But more importantly, you’ll have an 
Israeli in-house. A Hebrew-speaking friend 
from beyond the ocean, who you can ask 
anything and have your voice be heard. 

I’m looking forward to our collaborative 
journey, as we ponder the question- WhyIsrael 
matters to I/You/Us?

B’shalom,
Ophir 

WhyIsrael Matters

CHANUKAH STORE
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