
HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL TORAH
Švihov, Czechoslovakia

 A Torah, a survivor of the Holocaust (Shoah) of WWII,
was dedicated at WAJC / Congregation Shir Shalom on

September 28, 2019 28 Elul 5779
through the wisdom and generosity of 

Zecil Gravitz and the Gravitz and Blumenthal Families 
In Loving Memory of 

Sidney Gravitz

Congregation Shir Shalom is honored to 
be the custodian of this Torah scribed 
at the end of the 19th century in Švihov, 
Czechoslovakia. It takes a place of honor in 
our Torah Ark on long term loan from the 
Memorial Scrolls Trust in London. It honors 
those lost in the Shoah and connects us to 
a lost Jewish community.

Švihov was a Jewish settlement in Bohemia 
that began as early as 1570, with a permanent 
presence of a prayer room 
established a century later. 
After the first synagogue 
was burned down in 1773, a 
new building was erected in 
1783 and was in use until 
the community was 
destroyed in the Holocaust. 

In 1942 the Nazis ordered all 
communities in Bohemia 
and Moravia to send all 
historically valuable items 
to the Jewish Museum in 
Prague. More than 212,000 
Jewish religious artifacts, including about 
1,800 Torah scrolls, were brought there to 
be meticulously catalogued by the Jewish 
curators before they, too, were sent to their 
deaths. By the end of the war, these artifacts 
filled no less than 40 warehouses. 

Each surviving scroll is a messenger from 
a martyred community that depends on its 
new community to ensure that their heritage 
is cherished as well as their remembrance 
as individuals. 

Shir Shalom has made a long-term 
commitment to give this Torah scroll a 
prominent and meaningful role in the 
spiritual and educational life of the 
congregation. To ensure that our children, 
and their children, and the children of our 
neighbors and friends understand what 
has happened to our people and what 
might happen to humanity when hate 
unbridled is unleashed, we have pledged 

to dedicate one Shabbat 
every year to the Jewish 
people of our Memorial 
Torah Scroll—the people, 
their community, their fate 
and our heritage. 

The Czech Torah scrolls 
are survivors and silent 
witnesses. They represent 
not only the lost 
communities of Bohemia 
and Moravia, but all those 
who perished in the 
Shoah. 

In 1963, the Czech Communist government 
began a process that resulted in the sale 
of some Torah and other scrolls to Jewish 
community members it approached in 
London. The Memorial Scrolls Trust, a 
charity, was set up to receive and restore 
1,564 scrolls received in 1964. The scrolls 
have subsequently been allocated on to 
communities and organizations around 
the world.

“Each letter of this Torah represents for me a soul lost in the Shoah.”
Zecil GravitZ 2019

Deuteronomy 30:19 

I call heaven and earth to witness 
against you this day: I have put 
before you life and death, blessing 
and curse. Choose life—that you 
and your offspring would live—


