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A Welcome from
Our Rabbi

Music has been a central part of our community for 180
years. Through music, we connect to the ancient and
contemporary longings, wonder, joy, and dreams of our
people. Music expresses what words cannot, and music
binds us together. Music brings memory to the surface
—hearing a particular series of notes can transport us
through time. Through music we reach out to one
another, and we reach out to that which transcends us
all. Through music, we connect to the Mystery, the
Source of Life. 

We are so blessed to have been able to gather together
so many people and pieces of music which represent
our Temple Ohabei Shalom community and the broader
community of the Jewish people, in one very special
evening, under the masterful leadership of our Music
Director, David Sparr. Whether you are here under the
dome, or participating from many miles away, we hope
that tonight’s concert will be a homecoming for you. 

May we be blessed with many more decades of making
music, being moved by music, and connecting to one
another and to our sacred heritage through music at
Temple Ohabei Shalom.

With deepest gratitude for your participation in our
kehillah kedosha, our sacred community,

Rabbi Audrey Marcus Berkman



Program

Od Yavo Shalom Aleinu 
by Mosh Ben-Ari

Ansin Religious School Band and Choir
 

You’ve Got a Friend 
by Carole King

Rabbi Audrey Marcus Berkman, Andy O’Connell
 

Peace by Piece 
by Robbie Solomon

Cantor Robbie Solomon, David Sparr
 

Anthem 
by Leonard Cohen

 Cantor Randall Schloss, David Sparr
 

Ashrei 
by Joshua C. Cohen*

Joshua C. Cohen, TOS Band, Combined Choirs
 

Shiviti 
by Nava Tehilah*

Rabbi Jenn Queen, High Holy Day Choir, Band
 

Quando M’en Vo / Quando El Rey Nimrod 
by Puccini / (Sephardic)

Cantor Maayan Harel, David Sparr
 

Hashkiveinu 
by Robbie Solomon

Cantor Robbie Solomon, David Sparr



No One is Alone 
by Stephen Sondheim

Cantor Randall Schloss, Leah Schloss, David Sparr
 

Hatikvah (Folk Melody)
David Sparr

 

Over the Rainbow 
by Harold Arlen and Yip Harburg

Rabbi Audrey Marcus Berkman, Andy O’Connell
 

Psalm 23 
by Anton Dvorak & David Sparr*

High Holy Day Choir, David Sparr
 

Elohai N’tzor 
by Randall Schloss

Cantor Randall Schloss, Leah Schloss, David Sparr
 

Havu L’Adonai 
by Robbie Solomon

 Cantor Robbie Solomon, Cantor Randall Schloss, David
Sparr

 

Adon Olam 
by Bob Marley*

All Soloists, Combined Choirs and TOS Band
 

Oseh Shalom 
by Nava Tehilah*

All Soloists, Combined Choirs and TOS Band
 

*Choral arrangement by David Sparr



Program Notes

You've Got A Friend - Notes from Rabbi Audrey Berkman
TOS stands for the power, beauty, and meaning to be
found in connections between people, as well as in our
relationship to our heritage and tradition. For 18 decades,
people have gathered as part of this community in which
deep and lasting friendships are nurtured and we are here
for one another, “winter, spring, summer and fall.”

Peace by  Piece - Notes from Cantor Robbie Solomon
Peace by Piece is an anti-war song that was written in 1980,
an homage to Bob Dylan.

Anthem - Notes from Cantor Randall Schloss
I am not the first person to find Leonard Cohen’s music and
words so moving and powerful. The text of Anthem is
included in Mishkan HaNefesh, the new Reform High Holy
Day prayer book for Yom Kippur. Cantor Schloss and David
Sparr premiered David’s arrangement here at Ohabei
Shalom in 2015. “There is a crack in everything — that’s how
the light gets in."

Ashrei - Notes from Joshua C. Cohen
Ashrei was chosen from a competition to be in The
Complete Jewish Songbook for Children Vol. III which was
released worldwide last year. Josh’s tasteful incorporation
of contemporary rhythms help to infuse his songs with the
kind of energy reflective of his personal warmth and
spirituality.



Shiviti - Notes from Rabbi Jennifer Queen
During my first year of rabbinical school in Jerusalem, Nava
Tehila became a spiritual anchor. Their fresh take on prayer
as joyful, accessible, and meaningful was and remains
inspiring to my rabbinate. 

Shiviti is an excerpt from Psalm 16, verse 8:

I am ever mindful of God's presence... 

In Nava Tehila's rendering, however, God is not named as
"Adonai" but "havaya" (experience) and "ahava" (love). This
communicates the possibility for an imminent and loving
relationship between us and God.

Program Notes

Quando Medley - Notes from Cantor Maayan Harel
Musical mashups are a long-standing and fun tradition.
We’ve combined Quando M’en Vo from Puccini’s La
Bohème (“When I go my way along the street...”) with the
Sephardic Quando El Rey Nimrod (“When King Nimrod
went out to the field”). While the origins of the Sephardic
song date back to the 18th century, the finalized version we
sing today was created around 1890, at almost the exact
time that Puccini was writing La Bohème!

No One Is Alone - Notes from Cantor Randall Schloss
This beautiful duet is completely appropriate in its original
context, the musical, Into the Woods. Nevertheless, it
seems just as perfect set in sacred community and shared
by family, a duet by Leah and Cantor Randall Schloss.



Program Notes

Hatikvah (folk song) - Notes from David Sparr
For several years, I have had the honor of representing
Jewish music at the annual Piano and Organ Gospel
Summit, held at the historic 12th Baptist Church in
Roxbury. I love that many from TOS have attended these
concerts, among them our event chairman, Larry Green.
It was he who suggested that I recreate this piece that I
performed at the first Gospel Summit to which I was
invited.

Over the Rainbow - Notes from Rabbi Audrey Berkman
It is perhaps the most renowned and iconic song of the
20th century and is often synonymous with the Jewish
experience of WWII. Written in 1939 with a strong set of
lyrics about escaping beyond the rainbow to a land
“where the clouds are far behind,” the song’s appeal
continues to this day and has captured the hearts of
many people along the way.



Program Notes

Elohai N’tzor - Notes from Cantor Randall Schloss
Randall Schloss composed this setting of the beautiful
text for a silent prayer while at Ohabei Shalom in honor
of the installation of Rabbi Sonia Saltzman in 2013. It has
been published by Transcontinental Music in Shabbat
Anthology VIII and was honored by The Forward,
included in its Soundtrack of our Spirit in 2016. The
piece’s refrain is centered on the moving text, “P’tach libi
b’Toratecha — Open my heart to Your Torah.”

Psalm 23 - A New Choral Interpretation by David Sparr
Dedicated to Rabbi Emily Lipof 
In 1894, Antonin Dvorak published a collection of ten
Biblical songs, among which was a setting of the 23rd
Psalm (written for solo voice and organ). This is Rabbi
Lipof’s favorite setting of the Psalm, and she often
requested that we include it in our High Holy Day
Services. But she also loves our High Holy Day choir, so
we usually chose one of many other great settings that
had full choral arrangements. However, the occasion of
one of the Rabbi’s milestone birthdays provided the
perfect opportunity to write this arrangement that
combined two of her great loves!

Havu Ladonai - Notes from Cantor Robbie Solomon
Havu Ladonai (Psalm 29), is a lively setting of the Shabbat
prayer, which portrays the power of God. “God’s voice
shatters the cedars of Lebanon!”



Soloists

Cantor Robbie Solomon
Cantor Robbie Solomon was the cantor at Ohabei
Shalom from 1991—2005. During that period, he
composed many of the prayer settings that continue to
be used at services. His iconic Purim musical, The Orphan
Queen debuted at Ohabei Shalom in 1997. Robbie is also
a member of the popular Jewish band, Safam, who still
performs after 45 years. He has composed many of their
most well-known songs, including Leaving Mother
Russia, World of Our Fathers, and Peace by Piece, which
he will sing tonight. His many synagogue works are
published by Oy Songs and Transcontinental Music
Publications, notably the recently released, Robbie
Solomon Anthology, which includes the duet that he will
sing tonight with Cantor Randy Schloss, Psalm 29 Havu
Ladonai. Cantor Robbie and Helen Solomon live in Hull,
Massachusetts, near to their son and daughter-in-law,
Samuel and Kristy Solomon, and three grandchildren,
Nicolas, Leo, and Luciana.

Cantor Randall Schloss
Cantor Randall Schloss proudly served Temple Ohabei
Shalom as Cantor from 2007 to 2016 where he created an
environment of engaging, participatory worship through
a rich blend of musical traditions, including his own
compositions. He is thrilled to be back to celebrate
Ohabei Shalom and to be reunited with cherished
colleagues and friends, David Sparr, Andy O’Connell,
Shari Churwin, and Cantor Robbie Solomon. Cantor
Schloss recently moved to Los Angeles where he is
Cantor at Temple Isaiah. Cantor Schloss received his
ordination and a Masters Degree in Sacred Music from
the School of Sacred Music at Hebrew Union College-
Jewish Institute of Religion in New York where he
currently serves on the faculty. He also holds a Bachelor
of Arts Degree in Music from Cornell University and a
Master of Music Degree in Vocal Performance from the
New England Conservatory of Music. In his spare time, he
has been known to run the Boston and New York
Marathons. Most of all, Cantor Schloss enjoys sharing his
love of Judaism and music with his wife, soprano Leah
Schloss, and their two daughters, Maya and Sonya.



Rabbi Audrey Marcus Berkman
Rabbi Audrey Marcus Berkman has served Temple
Ohabei Shalom since July of 2017. A graduate of
Oberlin College (1996) and Harvard Divinity School
(Masters of Theological Studies) (1999), Rabbi Berkman
was ordained by the Reconstructionist Rabbinical
College in 2007, where she received a Wexner
Graduate Fellowship for her studies. She has served
communities and families throughout the Boston area
since 2007, in positions including Rabbi/Hillel Director
at Wellesley College, Rabbi of Shir Hadash, a
Reconstructionist congregation in Newton, MA, and
Jewish Chaplain for Hebrew Senior Life and for
Newton-Wellesley Hospital. Rabbi Berkman is married
to Rabbi Jethro Berkman, Program Officer for Jewish
Education for the Mandel Foundation. They live with
their three sons and two dogs in the village of
Auburndale in Newton. Rabbi Berkman is honored to
serve as the spiritual leader of such a musical, historic,
and warm community.

Rabbi Jennifer Queen
Rabbi Jennifer Queen was born on Boston's North Shore
and has called a number of places home: Boca Raton,
FL; Dallas, TX; Charlottesville, VA; Washington D.C. - to
name a few. She received her BA at Indiana University-
Bloomington (2009, Jewish Studies and Human
Sexuality) and Master's in Public Health at The George
Washington University (2012). After years of working in
sexuality education and reproductive justice advocacy,
Rabbi Queen pursued rabbinic ordination at Hebrew
Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion (NY, 2019),
during which she served communities large and small,
bringing her love of Torah, Jewish peoplehood, and
holistic, meaningful living to folks at all ages and stages,
and is thrilled to have found her professional home at
Temple Ohabei Shalom!

Rabbi Queen lives in Cambridge with her partner
Michael and pitbull mix, Priya, and loves music,
meditation, social justice, NPR, being active, and caring
for her house plants.



Joshua C. Cohen
Joshua C. Cohen has been involved in the Jewish music
world ever since he picked up a guitar and learned to
sing at Jewish summer camps, like URJ Camp Newman
and Kutz. Currently, he is the full time Music Educator at
Temple Ohabei Shalom in Brookline MA. He has also
spent over a decade song leading for youth groups and
congregations across the country and continues to do
so. Cohen has also performed at the URJ Biennial and
past New CAJE conferences and you can listen to him on
Jewish Rock Radio. Finally, his full-length album of
Jewish music titled "Romemu" exemplifies his passion
for Jewish music and Ruach that he can’t wait to share
with others! Josh lives with his new wife, Becca Weiss
Cohen in their new home in Dedham with Carter, their
new dog.

Cantor Maayan Harel
Cantor Maayan Harel has been a member of the Temple
Ohabei Shalom family since 2017. A cantorial student at
Hebrew College at the time, Maayan had the honor of co-
leading Yom Kippur services at TOS. This, her very first
experience of leading High Holiday services, was an
uplifting and moving experience that she will never forget.
As soon as she first stepped through the doors of Temple
Ohabei Shalom, she knew that it was a special place. The
wonderfully inclusive clergy, staff, and community made it
clear that Ohabei Shalom truly embodied their name,
“lovers of peace.” 
Having been ordained at Hebrew College, where she also
received a Master’s Degree in Jewish Education, Maayan is
the cantor at Temple Beth David in Canton, MA.
Maayan has the privilege of teaching Hebrew School
students as well as working to prepare B’nei Mitzvah
students, thus witnessing the children’s growth from the
moment they first start learning Torah Trope to the day
they are standing on the Bima and chanting from the
Torah. She is thrilled to participate in the 180th Anniversary
Concert at Temple Ohabei Shalom, a temple which she
dearly loves.



Andy O'Connell
Andy O’Connell, a book editor and former
synagogue Trustee, has been providing musical
accompaniment for services at Temple Ohabei
Shalom for more than 20 years.

He is married to Sharon Levine, head of Geriatrics
at Massachusetts General Hospital, who loves to
sing with Andy and their two daughters, Molly and
Jenny.

Leah Schloss
A native of Berkeley, California, Soprano Leah
Schloss holds a Master of Music from Manhattan
School of Music and a Bachelor of Music from the
University of Michigan. She has sung with the
Sarasota Opera, Bronx Opera, Encompass Music
Theater, and Pocket Opera and has appeared in
numerous recitals and concerts. She has also been
a soloist at Central Synagogue, Sutton Place
Synagogue, Temple Israel of New Rochelle and
Temple Ohabei Shalom. Whenever possible, Leah
enjoys singing with her husband, Cantor Randall
Schloss, spending time with their daughters, and
pretending to be a painter, chef, marathon runner
and gardener.



David Sparr
Back in the summer of Y2K, Cantor Robbie Solomon
took quite a gamble hiring an untrained piano player
who knew next to nothing about Jewish music and
had never conducted a choir or arranged music for a
band. Who could have known that gamble would
result in 22 years of being embraced by the Ohabei
Shalom community–the synagogue where David's
maternal grandparents were members for most of
their adult lives! As it turned out, this fortuitous stroke
of luck has provided David with the opportunity to
learn and collaborate with (and occasionally try the
patience of) world class Cantors like Robbie Solomon
and Randall Schloss, which in many ways was like
getting a graduate level degree in Jewish music. As a
bonus, David has always had a front row seat to gain
fascinating insights into Jewish learning from our
clergy... from his early days with Rabbis Emily Lipof and
Sanford Selzer all the way through to our current
Rabbis Audrey Berkman and Jenn Queen. While his
career has allowed David to work with such luminaries
as Sarah Caldwell, Joel Grey, Linda Hopkins, and
dozens of the finest Cantors around the world, the
creative inspiration that Ohabei Shalom has provided
him right here at home has been second to none.
David is so grateful to the congregation and to Shari
and the entire TOS staff for always being so supportive.
And as some of our people would say, “Baruch Ha-
Shem” for being so fortunate to live on the ocean in
Nahant, MA with his wife Jamie Leader and Grogu (the
fluffapotamus), who provide the sparkle in his life.



Concert Participants

High Holy Day Choir

Kristen Watson
Jeanne Lucas
Mindy Hinkel

Martin Thomson
Thaddeus Bell

Congregational 
Choir

Leigha Cuniberti 
Cassie Dezii 

Lindsay Finman 
Naomi Gurt Lind
Laurie Katzman 
Donna Kimmel 

Dana Kotler 
Esther Levine 
Sharon Levine 
Elliott Puretz 

Edwin Salamanca 
Amy Ship 

Karen Weber

TOS Band

Alex Brodsky 
Josh Cohen 

Ted Feldman 
Mark Gale 

Taylor Goodwin
Ellen Isenstein 

Elio Kohn 
Andy O’Connell

Ansin Religious School
Band

Eliana Berkowitz
Ellie Dolev

Henry Drake
Estelle Kerner

Sydney Kesselheim
Yael Levine

Hannah Polk
Jack Polk

Mateo Ridruejo
Aviva Santinelli Leibel

Kayla Schoenfeld
Nathalie Swanson



Thank You

180th Committee

Larry Green, Chair
Mark Gale, President

Rabbi Audrey Berkman
Rabbi Jenn Queen

Stacey Boisvert
Shari Churwin
Daria Cohen
Cassie Dezii

Sarah Hanley
Denise Karlin

Alisa Ridruejo-Kahn

TOS Officers

Mark Gale, President
Richard Stern, Co-Treasurer
Elliott Puretz, Co-Treasurer

Sarah Esterquest, Recording
Secretary 

Event Sponsors

Benjamin Berkowitz & Jessica Foster
Allan & Kathleen Cohen

Leonard Davidson & Laurie Katzman
Susan & Bill Elsbree

Louis Goldman
Spence Gould

Lawrence & Denise Green
Betsy & Eddie Jacobs

Denise Karlin & Bill Jarosz
Gerry & Barbara Katz

The Kerner Family
Beth Kurth

Elliott & Linda Puretz
Donald Steinbrecher & Shellee Robbins

*Sponsors as of Thursday, December 1


