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TEMPLE ISRAEL CEMETERY 
OMAHA, NEBRASKA 

 
 

Cemetery Regulations 
 
Perpetual Care Fund 
 
 Congregation Temple Israel has created a fund designated as the “Perpetual Care Fund” by setting 
apart and segregating contributions made to such fund and a part of the charge obtained from the grant of 
the privilege of interment for each burial site, the income from which is employed exclusively to provide 
maintenance for the grave sites for which such contributions or charges have been made with the intent 
that the cemetery grounds will be perpetually maintained.  Perpetual Care Funds received as to any such 
grave site include services represented by the cutting of grass, watering of graves, sodding, seeding and 
re-seeding, care of shrubbery and such other services as are reasonably necessary for proper 
maintenance.  They are not to be construed to include special planting of flowers or shrubs upon any 
gravesite. 
 
Cemetery Maintenance Fund 
 
 Congregation Temple Israel has created a fund designated as the “Cemetery Maintenance Fund” 
representing specific contributions and proceeds derived from the sale of the privilege of interment from 
each burial site, other than that portion thereof segregated as a part of the Perpetual Care Fund, the 
principal and income of which is utilized exclusively for the general upkeep, improvement, expansion and 
beautification of the cemetery grounds, its buildings, walks, fences and landscaping, and for personnel, 
labor, material and tools employed for such purposes. 
 
 
I. Definitions 
 
 1.01 The terms “lot,” “plot,” “gravesite” or “burial site” are employed interchangeably herein and 
shall apply with like effect to one gravesite or two or more adjoining gravesites. 
 
 1.02 The term “interment” shall mean the permanent disposition by burial of the remains of a 
deceased person. 
 
 1.03 The term “memorial” includes a monument, marker, tablet or headstone for family or 
individual use. 
 
 1.04 The term “monument” includes a memorial of granite or other approved material. 
 
 1.05 The term “tablet” shall mean a rectangular stone horizontally placed at ground level of 
granite or other approved material. 
 
 1.06 The term “Holidays” means the High Holy Days and the three major Festivals observed by 
the Congregation Temple Israel. 
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II. General Rules 
 
 2.01 The Temple Israel Cemetery is owned and operated by the Congregation Temple Israel of 
Omaha, Nebraska.  The management, supervision and control of the cemetery is entrusted to the 
Committee on Cemetery Grounds of the Congregation Temple Israel (the “Committee”).  The Committee 
from time to time may formulate regulations, with the approval of the Board of Directors of the 
Congregation, governing the Cemetery Grounds (the “Cemetery Regulations”) including, but not limited to 
size, appearance, elevation, composition, and placement of memorials; planting and decorations; 
maintenance and care; dimension, plot and grave numbers; restrictions pertaining to grave sites as well as 
limitations applicable to the transfer and assignment of the privilege of interment.  Such regulations are and 
shall continue to be subject to amendment, modification and alteration from time to time. 
 
 2.02 The only religious burial service or ritual conducted at the cemetery shall be of the Jewish 
faith. 
 
 2.03 A “purchaser” of a lot shall acquire only the privilege of interment therein and shall receive 
a “deed of interment” signed by the President or Chairman of the Committee.  The privilege granted 
thereunder shall be subject to the By-laws of Congregation Temple Israel and the Cemetery Regulations 
then or thereafter in effect.  Notwithstanding the term “sale,” “purchase,” “owner,” “assignment” or similar 
words generally construed to denote property rights, absolute title, property right and ownership of all lots 
shall at all times remain and be vested perpetually in the Congregation Temple Israel. 
 
 2.04 Only members of the Congregation may purchase the privilege of interment in its 
Cemetery Grounds, except as otherwise determined with the prior approval of the President, or in his 
absence, a Vice-President of the Congregation.  The Board of Directors of the Congregation may waive 
part or all of the charge for the privilege of interment of needy persons, whether or not members.  Only 
persons, whose names appear upon the records of the Congregation as having acquired the right of 
interment in a burial site, shall be recognized as such.  Where a gravesite is owned jointly by two or more 
persons, unless an agreement is executed by each of them and filed with the Congregation describing the 
portion of the site to be employed by each, the Committee shall have the right to authorize interment in any 
portion of the site upon the written authorization of any one of the several owners of such right. 
 
 2.05 An owner of a gravesite, subject to Section 2.07 hereof, may transfer his right or interest 
therein to a member of his immediate family who also maintains a membership in the Congregation.  No 
such assignment shall be recognized unless written notification thereof is filed with the Congregation.  For 
the purposes hereof “immediate family” shall mean the owner of the right of interment, a spouse, children 
and such other relatives, as the Committee shall approve. 
 
 2.06 With approval of the Board of the Congregation, whenever the Committee shall determine 
that the owner of the privilege of interment is no longer a member, or in the case of partial occupancy, no 
relatives survive who are eligible to interment without membership, or, if relatives of the first degree of 
consanguinity survive who are members, but they renounce in writing the right to acquire the privilege of 
interment therein in accordance with then Cemetery Regulations, the Committee may deem any such 
unoccupied lot or the unoccupied portion thereof abandoned and forfeited to the Congregation, and the 
interest of others therein at an end, provided that the Board of Directors of the Congregation shall have 
complied with any statutory provisions applicable thereto, and shall have caused notice of the intent to 
declare such abandonment and forfeiture to be inserted in a publication of the Congregation circulated to 
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the entire membership of the Congregation, or published in a periodical qualified as a legal periodical under 
the laws of the State of Nebraska, at least ninety (90) days prior to the effective date of such forfeiture.  No 
unoccupied plot, however, shall be declared abandoned as to which there shall have been deposited as 
part of the Perpetual Care Fund, a sum sufficient to provide perpetual minimum care of such unoccupied 
gravesite or as to which maintenance is provided by annual contributions made for that purpose, 
notwithstanding that no person shall be eligible for interment therein.  The Committee may recommend, 
subject to the approval of the Board of the Congregation, that forfeiture be declared of any right and interest 
in any gravesite for refusal or failure to comply with Cemetery Regulations. 
 
 2.07 The Committee with approval of the Board shall determine from time to time the purchase 
price of the privilege of interment in any gravesite and the amount of proceeds therefrom to be allocated to 
the Perpetual Care Fund and the Cemetery Maintenance Fund.  No transfer or assignment of any privilege 
of interment in any gravesite shall be valid without the consent in writing of the Committee endorsed upon 
such transfer or assignment and which shall be filed as part of the Cemetery records of the Congregation.  
The Committee may refuse to assent to such transfer or assignment for good cause, including the 
existence of indebtedness from the transferor to the Congregation Temple Israel.  The Congregation shall 
not re-purchase from any person the privilege of interment which he may theretofore have acquired by 
purchase or assignment, notwithstanding that he may have waived his right thereto. 
 
 2.08 The Committee, with the approval of the Board of Directors of the Congregation, shall at all 
times have the right to amend, alter or repeal any Cemetery Regulation and to adopt new, altered and 
modified regulations in the best interest of the Congregation, the Cemetery and owners of the privilege of 
interment.  The Committee, being cognizant that special circumstances may arise in which literal 
enforcement of a Cemetery Regulation may impose undue hardship reserves the authority, subject to the 
approval or ratification of the Board of Directors of the Congregation, to effect exceptions or modifications in 
the enforcement thereof.  No such exception or suspension of a regulation shall in any way be construed as 
affecting the subsequent application of such suspended regulation. 
 
 2.09 A copy of the Cemetery Regulations shall at all times be available for inspection in the 
offices of the Congregation as a part of its permanent records. 
 
 
III. Memorials 
 
 3.01 The grade of lots is fixed at the time of sale of the privilege of interment and no 
modification in the established grade will be permitted without prior written consent of the Committee.  No 
mound will be permitted on any lot, nor shall any stone, cement, hedge, terrace or other enclosure.  
Planting of trees or flowerbeds shall not be permitted except on specific approval of the Committee.  The 
Committee may cause the removal of any object deemed unsuited to the esthetics of the cemetery. 
 
 3.02 No memorial may be erected on any burial lot until payment has been made for the 
privilege of interment, unless waived or otherwise permitted by the Committee. 
 
 3.03 The Committee may in its discretion require the use of a tablet as distinct from a 
monument of any other character in designated areas of the cemetery. 
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 3.04 Memorials shall be constructed of granite and a sketch or blue print thereof shall be 
submitted prior to placement reflecting inscriptions to be placed thereon for Committee approval.  
Memorials and their placement shall be subject to such approval. 
 
 3.05 No memorial shall be set on any of the Holidays or on Saturday.  No stone work shall be 
delivered to the cemetery on Friday afternoon, Saturday or on Holidays. 
 
 3.06 Arrangements for delivery of material for memorials and the performance of work in 
connection therewith shall be made in advance with the Committee or such person as such Committee 
shall designate and shall conform to these regulations. 
 
 
IV. Interments 
 
 4.01 A plot plan of the cemetery and its gravesites shall be kept as a part of the permanent 
records of the Congregation.  Graves shall be prepared by workmen authorized by the Committee.  Service 
charges shall be assessed in such amounts as may be determined from time to time by the Committee for 
the opening and closing of gravesites, for the use of tents, mattings and lowering devices.  Eight hours of 
daylight shall be allowed for the preparation of any burial site. 
 
 4.02 No interment shall be made without compliance with governmental requirements and upon 
authorization of the Committee.  Owners of the privilege of interment or their heirs or legal representatives 
shall offer evidence of ownership prior to any grave opening. 
 
 4.03 No interment shall take place on Saturday or the Holidays, except when mandated by 
governmental authority. 
 
 4.04 Interment of more than one body in a single gravesite shall be prohibited, except in the 
case of a mother and a new born child or children, or as otherwise authorized by the Rabbi of the 
Congregation. 
 
 4.05 Gravesites shall not be opened for inspection except on order of duly constituted legal 
authority and with permission of the Committee. 
 
 
V. Removals 
 
 5.01 No removal of a body may be made from any gravesite without prior authorization of duly 
constituted legal authority, the Committee and the Rabbi of the Congregation. 
 
 5.02 In the even of the removal of remains from a gravesite to another lot in the cemetery, the 
vacated gravesite shall revert to the Congregation. 
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VI. Correction of Errors 
 
 6.01 The Committee reserves the authority to correct and inadvertence that may have occurred 
either in the authorization or making of any interment, disinterment or removal, in the description, transfer 
or conveyance of the privilege of interment in any burial site or in the placement of any memorial.  The 
Committee may cause the cancellation of any privilege of interment and substitute and convey in lieu 
thereof a right in another burial site in its sole discretion and it may refund any proceeds derived as a result 
of the purchase of such interment privilege and that portion of the Perpetual Care Fund attributable thereto. 
 
 6.02 In the event that any inadvertence shall involve the interment of the remains of any person 
in a burial site, the Committee reserves, and shall have the right to cause the removal of such remains so 
interred to another burial site in lieu thereof, subject to compliance with appropriate governmental 
requirements. 
 
 
VII. Care of Lots and Improvements 
 
 7.01 Improvement of grounds and care of lots shall at all times be under the control and 
supervision of the Committee. 
 
 7.02 Should the turf in any manner be broken or disturbed by an owner of the privilege of 
interment or at his directions, the Committee may arrange for the necessary re-sodding or re-seeding and 
the cost of such service may be charged against such owner. 
 
 7.03 No boxes, screens, arbors, trellises or other objects shall be permitted on any lot, nor may 
any receptacles be placed on gravesites as flower holders. 
 
 
VIII. Miscellaneous Rules 
 
 8.01 The grounds of the cemetery will be open to visitors each day from 8:00 a.m. to sundown, 
except on Friday afternoons, Saturdays or on the Holidays. 
 
 8.02 Children will be permitted upon the Cemetery Grounds only when accompanied by an 
adult responsible for their conduct.   
 
 8.03 Motorcycles, bicycles, dogs and other animals will not be permitted within the Cemetery 
Grounds. 
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