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KOHELET: THERE IS NOTHING NEW UNDER THE SUN 

 

ECCLESIASTES 1:1-9 

The words of Kohelet son of David, king in Jerusalem. Utter futility! –said Kohelet – Utter 

futility! All is futile! What real value is there for a man in all the gains he makes beneath the 

sun? One generation goes, another comes, but the earth remains the same forever. The sun rises, 

and the sun sets – And glides back to where it rises. Southward blowing, Turning northward, 

Ever turning blows the wind; On its rounds, the wind returns. All streams low back into the sea, 

Yet the sea is never full; To the place [from] which they flow The streams flow back again. All 

such things are wearisome: No man can ever state them; The eye never has enough of seeing, 

Nor the ear enough of hearing. Only that shall happen Which has happened, Only that occur 

Which has occurred; there is nothing new under the sun! 

 

RABBI RAMI SHAPIRO, ECCLESIASTES: ANNOTATED & EXPLAINED 

This [hevel] is the key Hebrew phrase of the entire book – hevel havalim! – repeated and 

expanded just two words later hevel havalim hakol (“all is”) hevel. While most translations 

render it as “vanity upon vanity; all is vanity” (KJV, NRSV) or “Utter futility! All is futile!” 

(JPS), hevel also means “insubstantial,” “impermanent,” “vaporous,” and “empty and as transient 

as breath.” Kohelet’s message isn’t that life is vain or futile, but rather that it is transient and 

empty of permanence. Ecclesiastes is a guidebook to living without permanence, surety, and 

security, while still finding joy in living.  

 

LEONARD S. KRAVITZ AND KERRY M. OLITZKY, KOHELET: A MODERN COMMENTARY ON 

ECCLESIASTES 

This statement [Only that shall happen Which has happened, Only that occur Which has 

occurred; There is nothing new under the sun!] reflects a rather comfortable life. The one who is 

working desperately just to survive does not regard the changelessness of life so placidly. 

Although the author thinks that nothing really changes, he seems eater to want to be around to 

see how things turn out. Perhaps something new may yet happen after all. 

 

 

 


