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We wish all our congregants who are unwell or 
indisposed a refuah shlema and we extend our deepest 
condolences to all who have suffered bereavement.

Our congregants and their families wish Rabbi Boruch 
and Esther Boudilovsky, Rabbi Eddie and Frankie Jackson 
and all their fellow congregants and their families פסח 
.כשר ושמח

Would anyone who feels he has not received a mitzvah 
for some time, please accept our sincere apologies and 
contact David Feiler who will be happy to remedy the 
situation.
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39 Shlomo Hamelech, Netanya

Contact Numbers:  Home  Mobile
Rabbi Boruch Boudilovsky   054-525 9490
Eze Silas  09-862 8737  054-459 3209
Alan Gold  077-530 1758  050-215 0697
Yitzhak Bakst  09-887 2474  052-741 2228
Phyllis Carr  077 456 3750  052-379 0740
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Tehillim Circle
Please join the group of women reciting the Book of 
Psalms for the Matzav, the Sick, Shidduchim, and Klal 
Yisrael every Monday at 5:00 pm.  
Contact Ruth Lyons: 054-475 3637

WhatsApp Tehillim Group
We invite you to join the Group and say one or more 
Tehillim privately at any time (in Hebrew or English) by 
following on consecutively from previous Tehillim recited 
by others. As Rabbi Boudilovsky said in his recent video, 

this is an important mitzva which provides comfort not 
only to those YINN members who are unwell, but also to 
their families. For details how to join the Group, please 
contact David Feiler on 054 663 6937

Bar & Bat Mitzvah
Many people still do not know that they are entitled, if 
a full member of the shul, to a Chumash for a child or 
grandchild celebrating their Bar or Bat Mitzvah. Please 
advise Alex Stuart. Email: astuart321@gmail.com
Tel: 054 584 0591

In time of sorrow, a kind word and a helping hand can 
bring much needed comfort. As a Congregation, we must 
be aware of the help we can give to all persons who are 
in mourning, be it by attending the funeral, visiting the 
mourners while they are sitting Shiva and attending 

services at the Shiva house. The care shown at this time is 
greatly appreciated and is its own satisfaction.

Members should know that the Committee is here to 
help with all arrangements at these unfortunate times.

What a tumultuous six months it has been since Rosh Hashanah! The 
world is in turmoil and locally we have lost our Founding Rabbi, Rabbi 
Nathan Morowitz z”l. In many ways it feels like the world will never be 
the same again. But regular as ever we have our YINN Pesach magazine. 
Hopefully, this will entertain, amuse, educate and at any rate pass a 
little time over Chol Hamoed Pesach, in a pleasant way. I thank all the 
contributors, without whom there would be no magazine, and all those 
involved in its production. The production team join me in wishing all the 
community Pesach Kasher v’Sameach. A

Chesed – Loving Kindness
During a very sad period in the life of YINN, not long ago, our founding 

Rabbi, Rabbi Nathan Morowitz, z”l passed away, and much has been said 
about him and his life since. One of the Rabbi’s attributes that has been 
mentioned time and time again was that of חסד, kindness. Be it the 
influence of Rabbi Morowitz or just the community we live in, I have been 
overwhelmed by the outpouring of Chesed from people in this community 
during my recent hospital stay and in the first few days afterwards. It is so 
heart-warming to know that people care. So I want to say a big Thank You 
to the community for all those WhatsApp messages, visits and more. I feel 
blessed and so lucky that we are living here in North Netanya and are a 
part of the YINN community. A

Sharon Carr
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Pesach Message: The Freedom to Share
by Rabbi Boruch M. Boudilovsky

Bizarrely, the concept of wealth 
profoundly shaped the Exodus story. 
The last recorded activity which the 
Israelites engaged in before leaving 
Rameses was to consensually collect 
gold, silver, and garments from the 
Egyptians1 (Exodus 12: 35). This was 
not coincidental. At the scene of the 
burning bush, included in the original 
message of freedom, redemption, 
justice, and the promised land, 
were the riches which the Israelites 
would leave Egypt with (Exodus 4: 
21). Even in the formative covenant 
with Abraham, in the context of only 
two verses concerned with slavery in 
Egypt (Genesis 15: 13 – 14), great 
wealth is promised2.  

One of the many tragedies of 
slavery is the denial of ownership 
opportunities. A slave cannot own 
because a slave is owned property. 
Jewish law captures this adversity 
when it reminds us that any item 
with value acquired by a slave 
automatically belongs to his or her 
owner. Thus, ownership is a symbol of 
freedom. The consensual transaction 
of goods from Egyptians to Israelites 
was therefore an important and 
symbolic Egyptian recognition of the 
Israelites’ new freedom. 

Soon after the Israelites left Egypt, 

1  The collection only took place after the plague of the first born, whilst their bread remained unleavened.

2  Indeed, these verses are quoted in the Haggada and are the subject of the familiar passage ‘Vehi Sheamda’. 

3  This contrasts Egyptian temples which were funded by confiscation and exploitation. 

4  See Maimonides, Laws of Yom Tov, Chapter 6, Law 18

wealth continued to shape their 
journey. To establish a tabernacle, the 
Israelites were asked to voluntarily3 
contribute gold, silver, and more 
(Exodus 25:3). At the heart of this 
invitation to give is the lesson that 
although acquiring riches is a symbol 
of legal freedom, the ability to share 
is a symbol of moral freedom. 

Inviting guests for festive meals 
is always Halachically encouraged4. 
However, only on Pesach night do 
we ritually recite a verbal invitation 
early in the evening. ‘This is the bread 
of oppression our fathers ate in the 
Land of Egypt. Let all who are hungry 
come in and eat; let all who are in 
need come and join us’ (Passover 
Haggada). Like other symbols of 
freedom highlighted on Seder night, 
our ability and willingness to share 

our home and meal is a symbol of the 
freedom we are celebrating.

Our communal magazine broadens 
the Pesach theme of sharing beyond 
an extended invitation to others for a 
festive meal. Offering a comfortable 
and useful platform, the magazine 
enables us to share memories, ideas, 
stories, blessings, friendship, and 
more. These too make us free.  

Thank you to the editorial team for 
all their hard work, time, and effort.  
Their dedication and professionalism 
is evident by the quality of this issue. 

Finally, on behalf of Esther myself 
and our children, I wish you and your 
families a Chag Kasher VeSameach. 

Sincerely,
Rabbi Boruch M. Boudilovsky
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Great Grandchildren  from...



6  | YINN Pesach 5782 YINN Pesach 5782 | 7

As I write my last Chairman’s 
report for the Shul’s magazine, the 
Community is still under the cloud 
of Corona which has impinged on 
virtually every decision we have had 
to make. From the onset of Corona, 
we have been determined to keep 
our members as safe as we can by 
a strict adherence to the rules and 
regulations with Dr. Geoffrey Pollack’s 
advice proving crucial on so many 
occasions.

An additional cloud that descended 
over the Community was the passing 
of our beloved Founding Rabbi, Rabbi 
Natan Morowitz z”l. He was a true 
tzadik who inspired us by example. 
His passionate sermons increased our 
Zionism, particularly our appreciation 
of the beauty of our land. He and 
Rachail helped thousands of people 
in Netanya over the years; true 
chesed.

We endeavoured to provide the 
Services our members needed, 
whether it be in the Shul or outside. 
This meant that there were four 
Shabbat morning services, each being 
well supported each week. Thank 
you to everyone involved in making 
these excellent Minyanim happen. 
Weather permitting, Kiddushim have 
been held in the Shul car park. They 
are very popular as they allow us 
to socialise in a safer environment. 
Betty Wahnon, Chairman of the Irgun 
Nashim, organises the Kiddushim and 
she is ably helped by members of the 
Irgun Nashim. 

Equally as important as providing 
high quality services is the need to 
keep in contact with our members, 
thereby keeping the Community 

together. Zoom programmes certainly 
helped us achieve this objective. 
The weekly Monday Club, produced 
by Alan Gold and the Melave Malka, 
produced by David Feiler have a 
magnetic appeal. Rabbi David Woolf’s 
weekly shiurim, Rabbi Ed Feigelman’s 
Daf Yomi and Tarbut lecture series, 

under the chairmanship of Brian 
Sopher, have created a thirst for 
knowledge. The website is also a 
cohesive medium full of Communal 
information which is regularly 
updated by the Webmaster Alex 
Stuart.

Paulette Woolf organised the very 
successful Women’s Rosh Chodesh 
Group. This group has now developed 
into the YINN Women’s Tenach Group, 
organized by Shari Schwartz, which 
is providing a stimulating learning 
programme. 

The Yomim Noraim, Succot and 
Simchat Torah services, which 
were held in Shul and outside were 
excellent. Simchat Torah was special. 
Shacharit and Musaph services 
were held in Shul and outside, but 
everybody joined the Hakafot which 
were held in the Sea Opera succah 
area. It was like a carnival, so much 
joy, excitement and whisky which 
ensured that the Chatanim, Hilton 
Share and Tony Plaskow were suitably 
honoured. There was a L’Chaim and 
entertainment on Zoom two days 
after Simchat Torah which enabled 

the family of the Chatanim, living 
outside Netanya, to be part of the 
celebrations.

The Purim Megillah readings were 
perfect and it was great to hear 
them live in Shul. The Purim Spiel 
was superb, as usual, and created 
a great deal of fun and happiness. 

The audience watching the Spiel in 
the George Goddard Hall created an 
amazing atmosphere. It was also 
enjoyed by those watching on Zoom. 
Thank you to all the YINN Players for 
working so hard to produce such 
excellent entertainment.

The outside of the building has 
been completely refurbished. It looks 
beautiful but more importantly it is 
now safe. The work was financed by 
a voluntary levy on our members and 
the project was overseen by Gerald 
Barnett, Chairman of the Building 
Committee. 

Dealing with these difficult times 
has been made more manageable by 
having such a knowledgeable Rabbi. 
In any discussion with the Rabbi, the 
wellbeing of the Community is always 
at the forefront of his mind. His 
sermons and shiurim are refreshingly 
creative and thought provoking.

These crazy times can only be 
confronted and turned into an 
advantage with a strong team. The 
members of the Executive have shown 
a rare excellence and strength of 
character whilst the members of the 

Chairman’s Message 
by Graham Nussbaum

These crazy times can only be confronted and turned into 

an advantage with a strong team. 

Sometimes it is hard to come to 
terms with the events occurring 
around us and even harder to place 
them in the memory.

I was born during the last six months 
of WWII, and although my arrival 
coincided with a buzz bomb raid on 
East London, I cannot say that I was 
much aware of what was going on.

The first epoch-making event I 
can recall—although this may well 
be what can be dismissed as fake 
memory—was my mother coming 
into my bedroom and dramatically 
announcing the birth of the State of 
Israel.

Then there was the death of King 
George. Our headmistress entered 
our classroom to convey the news 
and send us all home. My main 
recollection was that all we could hear 
on the radio was the tolling of bells.

By the time the Coronation came 
round the next year, I was already 
away at Carmel, and our half-term 
holiday was centred around the great 
event. The night before, my parents 
took me to the London Coliseum to 
see “Guys and Dolls,” but I absorbed 
as little of that production as I did of 
the crowning itself. Sitting in the dark 
staring at a tiny black and white TV 
was really a bore.

Drama, and fear, came into our 
lives in 1962 with the Cuban Missile 
Crisis. I recall listening to JFK’s speech 
with a great deal of apprehension. 
The ensuing discussions among my 
contemporaries revealed a strong 
sense of anti-Americanism even 
among Jewish boys at our so-called 
public school.

I had placed great hopes in 
Kennedy, mainly in contrast to 
his predecessor Eisenhower. My 
fascination with American politics 
relates to several years reading 

Time magazine, starting with a 
copy that absorbed a long journey 
across Switzerland and Italy in 1956. 
Nowadays, his star is in long decline 
as more is known of the influence of 
his pro-Nazi father.

His death left many of us 
desolate, yet ironically far more was 
accomplished in domestic policy, 
notably in civil rights, by his successor 
Lyndon Johnson who was, in turn, to 
be destroyed by the war in Vietnam.  

9/11 was the TV event. Someone 
screeched, “switch on your 
television, planes flying into New 
York buildings”. It was macabre soap 
opera being played out in front of our 
very eyes, the ultimate disaster movie 
but for real. 

Israel’s wars can be separated 
because we all experience them 
differently and intensively. Despite 
the obvious danger, I only comment 
that it is easier to face them inside 
Israel than in the Golah.

And now there is Ukraine. The tales 
told in the history books of European 
wars that I studied as a schoolboy are 
being rewritten with even more deadly 
force and the same lack of humanity. 
Perhaps by the time these words 
are read, there will be some kind of 
resolution or at least a cessation. But 
the safe world order of decades past 
becomes a fond memory.

Let me end on a happier note.  You 
will see elsewhere in this journal, 
review and photographs of this year’s 
Purim Shpiel. If anyone thought that 
the life and the team work that has 
always characterized our shul had 
faded, I would cite our production 
and the warm reception it received as 
ample evidence to the contrary. A

As I Please:  
Lines From an Ex-editor’s Forehead
by Alan Gold

Board of Management have shown 
their experience and commitment. 
Together they have provided the 
leadership that YINN required.

Thank you to those who always 
ensure high quality and meaningful 
services on the Yomim Noraim, 
Chagim, Shabbatot and every other 
day of the year. You have all shown 
impressive ability, adaptability and 
flexibility which has certainly been 
needed. A huge thank you to all our 
members who make their work for the 
Shul a labour of love. Whatever your 
role, we could not manage without 
you because every contribution is 
essential.

We have missed our overseas 
members, without them we are 
incomplete, but happily we look 
forward to welcoming back those who 
will be here for Pesach.

The last three years have been 
testing but out of adversity we have 
seen the strength of character of our 
members, especially their resilience 
and fortitude.

I would like to thank Rabbi 
Boudilovsky, the Executive and Board 
of Management members and all the 
members of YINN for their support, 
help and friendship during my term in 
office.

Rowena and I wish Rabbi Boruch 
and Esther Boudilovsky, Rabbi 
Eddie and Frankie Jackson and the 
whole Community a Chag Kasher 
V’Sameach. A
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Rabbi Natan Morowitz z”l
by Eze Silas

With grateful thanks to the Morowitz 
family for providing the information 
which enabled me to present this 
tribute.

Rabbi Morowitz was born on 1 June 
1936 in New York. 

His father, from Podlaska, a city in 
eastern Poland, left the city before 
World War 1 in order to escape being 
drafted into the Polish Army. As he was 
unable to get to America immediately, 
he went to Argentina and from there 
to America. When the war broke out 
he was unable to keep contact with 
his family and did not know if they 
survived. Although the war ended in 
1918 he did not have enough money to 
pay for the ship passage for his family. 
It was not until 1921 or 1922 that he 
was able to bring his family to America. 
He was Shomer Shabbat and could not 
find a job without working on Shabbat, 
so he became a Melamed for young 
boys in his home.

Rabbi Morowitz attended Yeshiva 
Torah V’Daat in Williamsburg, Brooklyn 
while most of the neighbourhood 
children attended Public schools. After 
completing High School he attended 
the Mir Yeshiva. He received semicha 
in Yeshiva Torah V’Daat, a prize student 
of Rav Yaacov Kaminetsky. At the same 
time he was very active in Bnei Akiva 
where he was the head of the branch 
in the lower East Side and the Head 
Counsellor in camp Moshava where he 
met Rachel. 

Rabbi Natan and Rachel were married 
in New York City. They lived in the lower 
East Side near where both sets of their 
parents lived. In 1979 they moved 
to Monsey, Mew York.  Rachel taught 
nursing in a New York college. While 
there she received an invitation from 
the Rabbi of Sanz to come to Netanya 
to lead the newly formed Laniado 
School of Nursing for religious women. 
Rabbi Natan was also promised a 
good position in Laniado hospital. 

Being strong and religious Zionists 
they jumped at the idea to make 
Aliya. They came to Netanya in 1979. 
Thus began their long and successful 
careers in Laniado Hospital.

With the blessing of the Admor 
of Sanz, Rachel became the first 
principal of the Nursing School and 
Rabbi Morowitz worked as the head 
of the Public Relations department, a 
post he held for over 40 years.

Words from the Morowitz family:

שלושה דברים העלם עומד 
My father exemplified the teachings 

of פרקי אבות על התורה: 
My memories of my father when I 

was a child was him sitting early in 
the morning learning גמרא with a cup 
of coffee before going to shul.

He was always punctilious to go to 
shul three times a day. When very sick 
he would Daven at home even if it 
took him hours.

:עבודה
My father worked into his 80s not 

because he was materialistic, rather 
to make sure all his children would be 
financially secure.

Always stepping in when in need.
גמילות חסדים
My parents brought into our 

home many children who had been 
orphaned, or whose parents were 
unable to care for them, some for 
months and some for years.

Every שבת and חג we had multiple 
guests. During the Ethiopian Aliyah 
Operation Shlomo, he would come 
home every Friday night with three  
young Ethiopian men or women to 
join us for the שבת meal. My parents 
were very involved in their Aliya when 
they arrived at the Orli hotel, 
collecting clothing, house ware, and 
money. 

He would pick up lone soldiers 
from the town square to join us on 
Shabbat.

Every year a month before Pesach, 
my mother would ask anyone who 
called if they had place for ליל הסדר, if 
not they would join us. Every ליל  
 consisted of people from all הסדר
walks of life. The convert, orphan, 
widowed, new immigrants, and 
divorced women with their children 

always had a place in their home and 
hearts.

Every night my parents were out 
visiting the sick, Holocaust survivors, 
the elderly, preforming weddings or 
bar mitzvahs.

These are the pillars עמודים that 
support the entire world. 

The עמוד that he could always count 
on was the support of my mother who 
was a true partner in all the חסד he 
did.

My father always went with his own 
Truth אמת.

My parents came to Netanya 
because they felt they could make a 
difference and they did. 

Together with recruiting funds in the 
building of Kiryat Sanz Medical 
Center, my father organized many 
medical projects and the Bait 
Avraham Geriatric Facility. One of my 
parents’ pet projects together with his 

staff in Public Relations was to 
provide scholarships for the Nursing 
Students, the reason of their Aliya. My 
father was the founding Rabbi and 
together with his congregation built 
the Young Israel Synagogue of North 
Netanya, where they were able to 
reach out and help the under-

privileged with many acts of charity/
  .חסד

He will always be a model for his 
children and grandchildren. 

Rabbi Morowitz exuded spirituality 
and practicality in his behaviour and 
dealings with all.  

In recognition of the sterling work 
which Rabbi Morowitz did for the 
Congregation a Sefer Torah was 
donated in his honour. His portrait 
holding his Sefer Torah graces the 
entrance lobby of our Beit Knesset, a 
fitting tribute to a revered man who 
will be remembered lovingly by the 
Congregation which he established. 

יהי זכרון ברוך
May Rabbi Natan Morowitz’s memory 
be for a blessing.

  NACHASמזל טוב
(Since Rosh Hashsanah 5782)

NEW MEMBERS 
Valerie and Ivor Baum Yael and Ari Gerber 
Kaily and Alan Haber Erika and Hans Kudren 
Avril Links and Keith Laurence Faiga and Harold Males 
Sarah and Harry Sager Francine and Benni Scharf 
Shari and Ken Schwartz 
 
BAR MITZVAH 
Miriam and David Bronner Grandson
Joanne and Ed Epstein Grandson
Ziona and David Feiler Grandson
Daphne Felix Grandson
Rosalind Goldstein Grandson
Loretta  Harstein 2 Grandsons
Marlene Knepler Grandson
Orly and Yaacov Maman Son
Elena Sarah Zohar and Doron Babay Son
 
BAT MITZVAH 
Enid Abrahams Great Granddaughter
Miriam and David Bronner Twin Granddaughters
Philippa and Mitch Caller Granddaughter
Ruth and Howard Cohen Granddaughter
Susan and Neville Cohen Granddaughter
Paula and Asher Edery Granddaughters
Rabbi Edward and Miriam Feigelman Granddaughter
David Jacob Twin Granddaughters
Sylvia and David Krasner Granddaughter
Ellen and Abi Litt Granddaughter
Caroline and Martin Moser Granddaughter
Rowena and Graham Nussbaum Granddaughter
Vivienne Oster Great Granddaughter
Sandra Rabinowitz Great Granddaughter
Gillian and Eze Silas Granddaughter
Cynthia and Anthony Taub Granddaughter
Betty and Joe Wahnon Granddaughter
Helen Waingard Great Granddaughter
June Weinberg Granddaughter
 
BIRTHS 
Sadie Baigel Great Granddaughter
Gillian Berman Great Granddaughter
Elaine Bloom Great Grandson
Yvonne Bortz Great Grandson, Great Granddaughter
Miriam and David Bronner Great Grandson
Linda and Stuart Burns Granddaughter
Sharon and Ivor Carr Granddaughter
Judy Cohen Great Granddaughter
Janice and Ian Donoff Granddaughter
Jane and Henry Dony Great Grandson
Miriam and Rabbi Ed Feigelman Great Granddaughter, Great Grandson
Elaine Feingold Great Grandson
Bella Fielding 4 Great Granddaughters
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We all know this verse from the 
famous song at the end of the Seder 
night, referring to our four biblical 
Matriarchs, Sarah, Rivkah, Rachel 
and Leah. If we have a closer look 
at the Haggadah and at Pesach, we 
shall see, that the number four occurs 
several times.

1. We begin the Seder with the 
kiddush, the first out of four cups of 
wine, which we drink on this night. 
Each one of these four cups has its 
own berachah, emphasizing the 
importance of each cup. The most 
common explanation for these four 
cups refers to the four stages of 
liberation out of Egypt, described 
in Shemot 6.6-8: “I will take you 
out from under the burdens of the 
Egyptians, and I will save you from 
the labour, and I will redeem you with 
an outstretched arm and with great 
judgements. And I will take you to Me 
as a people…”. Four expressions of 
deliverance.

2. We have three matzot on the 
Seder plate. But since we break the 
middle one into two pieces hiding one 
for the afikoman, we actually have 
four pieces of matzot!

3. The unleavened bread has four 
names: matzah and lechem oni - the 
bread of affliction. The Zohar, the 
classical text of Jewish mysticism, 
gives us two further names for it. One 
is michla de-heimenuta, the food of 
faith. While sacrificing the korban 
pesach and eating it together with 
maror and matzah, the Jews were 
still in Egypt. Outside their houses 
the Egyptian firstborns were smitten, 
but Am Yisrael trusted in God, that no 
evil would befall them. The matzah 
was a sign of their utter belief in 
God. The second name mentioned 

Arba  – Mi Yodeah ?
by Dr Zvi Braun

מזל טוב
Gill and Ian Fine Great Granddaughter
Batsheva and Yoel First Granddaughter
Judy Frankel Great Granddaughter
Avril and Neville Gatoff  Grandson
Andee Goldman Grandson
Ruth and Brian Gouldman Grandson and Great Granddaughter x 2
Hazel and Colin Green Grandson
Sarah Halperin Great Grandson
Marlene and Stuart Horowitz Grandson
Judi and Maurice Kay Great Granddaughter
Trudie Kaye Great Granddaughter
Rabbi Eddie and Frankie Jackson Great Granddaughter
Sylvia and David Kraser Granddaughter
Nadia and Brian Lebetkin Great Grandson
Zelda and Sender Lees Great Granddaughter
Dina and Yehoshua Lehman Grandson
Erna Lemon Great Granddaughter
Lilian and David Levy Great Grandson
Avril Links and Keith Laurence Grandson
Ivor Lewis Great Grandson and Great Granddaughter
Maureen and Anthony Marcovitch Great Grandson and Great Granddaughter
Caroline and Ian Marks Grandson
Rachel Marks Great Granddaughter
Jeffrey Milston Great Granddaughter
Caroline and Martin Moser Great Grandson
Sala Newton-Katz Great Granddaughter
Pauline and Graham Newman Grandson
Vivienne Oster 2 Great Grandsons
Rabbi Michael Plaskow Great Grandson and Great Granddaughter
Sandra Rabinowitz Great Grandson
Rachel and Zvi Rubin Granddaughter
Beryl Sagal Great Grandson and Great Granddaughter
Barbara and Philip Schwartz Granddaughter
Orna and Yaacov Shuster Grandson
Polina-Galit and Shlomo Shuster Great Grandspn
Lynda Struel Great Granddaughter
Cynthia and Anthony Taub Great Granddaughter
Rochelle and Moishe Veeder Great Gandson
June Weinberg Great Granddaughter x 2
 
ENGAGEMENTS 
Sadie Baigel Grandson
Beryl and Stanley Brickman Son
Maureen and Colin Frankel Granddaughter
Beattie Gellert 2 Granddaughters
Andee Goldman Daughter
Ruth and Brian Gouldman Granddaughter
Loretta Harstein 2 Grandsons
Myriam and Shimon Hazan Granddaughter
Rabbi Eddie and Frankie Jackson Granddaughter
David Jacob Grandson
Nadia and Brian Lebetkin Granddaughter
Nelly Perry Granddaughter
Sandra Rabinowitz Granddaughter
Stephanie Ronson Granddaughter

BIRTHS (con’t)

in the Zohar is michla de-asvata, the 
food of health. The flat form of the 
matzah symbolizes modesty and 
simplicity, contrary to the leavened 
bread, which rises up and stands 
for arrogance and presumption, two 
unhealthy character traits. In Hebrew 
the words matzah and chametz only 
differ in one letter: heh (5) in matzah 
and chet (8) in chametz, a numerical 
difference of three. The Hatam Sofer, 
Rabbi Moses Sofer of Bratislava 
(Pressburg,1762-1839) explains the 
numerical difference between these 
two words by a Mishnah in Pirkei Avot 
4.21: “Rabbi Eliezer Hakapar said 
– envy, lust and striving for honour 
eliminate a person from this world”. 
If a person assumes these three bad 
character traits, his personality is 
altered, and matzah is changed into 
chametz…

4. After pouring the second cup, the 
children ask the four questions of the 
Ma Nishtanah. Two questions concern 
our freedom – matzah and reclining 
on the side; two questions refer to the 
time of slavery – maror and dipping 
the maror into charoset.

5. We continue with the questions 
of the four sons, the wise, the wicked, 
the simple and the one who does not 
know how to ask. In order to explain 
the meaning of Pesach to the last 
one, the Haggadah tells us to begin a 
conversation with him and uses the 
female pronoun – at petach lo, and 
not atah. It is the mother, who takes 
care of her small child and imparts to 
him the first ideas about Torah and 
mitzvot.

6. How many mitzvot do we have to 
perform during the Seder? Again we 
encounter the number four. We drink 
four cups of wine, we eat matzah and 

we tell about the exodus from Egypt. 
At the time of the Beth Hamikdash we 
also ate the korban pesach, this being 
the fourth mitzvah during the Seder 
night. Eating maror is not a mitzvah 
by its own, because it is connected to 
eating the korban pesach. The Sefer 
ha-Chinuch does not count eating 
maror as a positive commandment. 
Today we have maror on the table to 
remember the bitter times in Egypt 
and the mitzvah of korban pesach

7. Our festival of freedom has four 
names: Pesach, Chag Hamatzot, 
Zeman Cheruteinu - the season of 
our freedom, and Chag Haaviv – the 
spring festival.

8. Who were the main actors during 
yetziat mitzrayim? Of course, the main 
actor was God, but he had sent three 

envoys – Moshe, Aron and Miriam, 
altogether four again! Miriam, who 
led the women in the song at the 
crossing of the Red Sea, presumably 
was already a leading personality 
in Egypt, taking care of the Jewish 
women there. Moshe is mentioned 
only once in the Haggadah, en 
passant, when the plagues meted 
out to the Egyptians at the Red Sea 
are enumerated by Rabbi Jossi, Rabbi 
Eliezer and Rabbi Akiva. Moshe is left 
out deliberately in the Haggadah. Our 
sages wanted to emphasize, that Am 
Yisrael owes its freedom exclusively to 
God. The exodus was not a rebellion 
of slaves led by Moshe, it was an act 
of liberation due to Hashem only.

Having seen the importance of 
the number four connected to the 
Haggadah and Pesach, what is the 
meaning behind it all? The Maharal, 
Rabbi Yehuda Loev ben Bezalel of 
Prague (1520-1609) provides us with 
a brilliant insight. A slave has no 
freedom of independent movement. 
He stands there, where his master 
places him. Only a free person can 
move in whatever direction, to 
whatever destination he wishes to 
go. His freedom is symbolized by 
the four directions of the compass 
– north, south, east and west. The 
number four stands for freedom and 
independence!

Having mentioned the four 
Matriarchs, let us not forget our 
three Patriarchs, Avraham, Yitzhak 

and Yaakov. Together they are the 
seven personalities, who had laid 
the spiritual foundations for their 
descendants, the Jewish People. By 
leaving Egypt, Am Yisrael obtained 
its freedom. Since then, we are 
celebrating this historical moment 
during the seven days of Pesach, 
having also our seven Mothers and 
Fathers in mind. Chag Sameach! A

Having seen the importance of the number four connected to 

the Haggadah and Pesach, what is the meaning behind it all?
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Over the last few months I have been privileged 
to hear about two Brisos Miloh both of which are 
inspiring as they reveal in the one case amazing 
Hashgochoh Protis and in the other both that 
Hashgocho and also remarkable M’siras Nefesh.

What is in a name?
This story was actually related at a Shiur at 

‘Start Your Way the Torah Way’ in Northwest 
London. The subject of the Shiur was: “The 
spiritual significance in a name” and the special 
ability that we have to discern the nature of 
someone/something to give him/her/it an 
appropriate name. In Bereishis it relates that all 
the animals were brought to Adam to give them 
a name and whatever he named them that would 
be their fitting name. 

A well-known Mohel and doctor in North 
London Dr. Yossi Spitzer who is accustomed to 
performing Brisos all across the community was 
approached by a London Council concerning a 
Jewish baby who unfortunately had to be taken 
away from its Jewish mother into the care of the 
Council as a ward of court. The Council wanted to 
ensure that this baby was properly initiated into 
his religion according to the rites of the Jews and 
asked Dr Spitzer if he would be willing to perform 
circumcision on it. He checked up with the 
London Beis Din that it was indeed a Jewish baby 
and having ascertained that it was he agreed to 
do so. A day was appointed for the circumcision 
to take place in his surgery and the only people 
present were the non-Jewish foster mother and 
a social worker and his Chavrusoh   who is a 
witness to this story. Dr Spitzer suddenly realised 
that at the relevant point in the ceremony known 
as Kriyas Sheim the baby would have to be given 
a name and it fell to him to choose. As it was just 
before Yom Kippur an obvious name was Yonah 
and Dr Spitzer chose this name. He decided to 
give the baby a second name too and thought it 
would be appropriate to name him after a really 
nice man who lived locally who unfortunately had 
no children of his own but was very popular with 
children and would always give them sweets. His 
name was Yechezkel. So, the baby was named 
Yonah Yechezkel.

After the ceremony the non-Jewish foster 
mother then handed Dr Spitzer a Jewish book 

(This is the first of two Bris stories; the second one 
will appear in our next issue.)

A Tale of Two “Brisses”
by David Levy

Wishing all of our good friends and valuable customers 
a Chag Pesach Kasher V’sameach!
From our kitchen to your table...
a wide variety of HOME STYLE COOKING to choose from.

KOSHER RABBANUT HOF HASHARON

Call or WhatsApp Denis on 054 568 9141
Email: phillipsdenis29@gmail.com

 
MARRIAGES 
Judy and Joseph Berger Grandson
Bella Fielding Granddaughter
Helen French Granddaughter
Annette Gordon Grandson
Sandra and Kevan Green Daughter
Loretta Harstein Grandson
Rabbi Eddie and Frankie Jackson Granddaughter
Monique and Jacques Korolnyk Granddaughter
Nelly Perry Granddaughter
Stephanie and Tony Plaskow Grandson
Naomi and Dudley Rogg Grandson
Myrla and Maurice Sacofsky Granddaughter
  
SPECIAL BIRTHDAYS 
Tamara Blum 100th Birthday
Rebecca Michaelson 100th Birthday
Sala Newton Katz 93rd Birthday
Sadie Baigel 90th Birthday
Trudie Kaye 90th Birthday
Sheila Levitt 90th Birthday
Julian Rosenberg 90th Birthday
Mottle Shaw 90th Birthday
Cyril Karp 83rd Birthday
Eze Silas 83rd Birthday
Dr Joseph Berger 80th Birthday
Asher Edery 80th Birthday
Rabbi Ed Feigelman 75th Birthday
Hilary Dritz 70th Birthday
Michael Ordman 65th Birthday

SPECIAL ANNIVERSARIES 
Yehudit and Leonard Solomons 72nd Wedding Anniversary
Hazel and Jaques Broch 66th Wedding Anniversary
Sara and Arthur Rosenstein 60th Wedding Anniversary
Rochelle and Moishe Veeder 60th Wedding Anniversary
Ziona and David Feiler 50th Wedding Anniversary
Jenny and Philip Park 50th Wedding Anniversary
Melanie and Isaac Wind 50th Wedding Anniversary
Joanne and Ed Epstein 45th Wedding Anniversary
Rosalind and Hilton Share  45th Wedding Anniversary
 
SPECIAL EVENTS 
Ken Bender New Home
Phyllis and Martin Carr 10th Aliyah Anniversary
Yael and Ari Gerber New Home
Sandra and Kevan Green Aliyah
Avril Links and Keith Laurence Aliyah
Faiga and Harold Males Aliyah
Janette Moore New Home
Denise and Neil Morris Aliyah
Pauline and Graham Newman Aliyah
Rabbi Michael Plaskow MBE Semicha
Myrla and Maurice Sacofsky New Home
Francine and Benni Scharf Aliyah
Shari and Ken Schwartz Aliyah

מזל טוב

which she had acquired somewhere 
– she didn’t know what it was; it 
contained Hebrew writing, and it 
turned out to be a Chumash. She 
asked him to write an inscription in it 
so that the baby would have it when 
he grew up. Dr Spitzer wrote “Dear 
Yonah Yechezkel . This Chumash was 
given to you on the occasion of your 
Bris Miloh”. Dr Spitzer signed it. He 
didn’t know what would happen to 
the child but at least he might one day 
see this Chumash and know he had 
been given a Jewish name.

He did not expect to hear anything 
more in the future about this baby 
who had been given to a non-Jewish 
foster mother. Therefore, he was 
very surprised when he received a 

phone call some months later from a 
Jewish lady whose voice he actually 
recognised. She asked him: “Did you 
perform Bris Miloh on a boy called 
Yonah Yechezkel?” “Yes” he replied. 
“Well, we have recently adopted 
him”. Dr Spitzer was really surprised 
and delighted that this Jewish baby 
had been adopted by this lovely lady 
whom he knew. In a trembling voice 
she asked him: “Can you tell me why 
you chose the names Yonah and 
Yechezkel”? He explained that the 
Bris Miloh took place on Erev Yom 
Kippur and that was the reason for 
Yonah and that Yechezkel was in the 
merit of the local elderly childless 
man.

She then told him that she and 

her husband had not had the Z’chus 
to have a child of their own but 
had always dreamed that if they 
did have one they would name him 
Yonah – which was her late father’s 
name - and Yechezkel - which was her 
husband’s late grandfather’s name!

I met Dr Spitzer at another Bris 
Miloh some time after I heard this 
story and asked if it was correct and 
he said that it was in every detail but 
that there was a postscript in that 
as the child was being brought up in 
North West London and many people 
would therefore know his background 
he had actually been given another 
name now. A
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The Origin of the Word:  
“Ashkenaz”
by Dr Mervyn Leviton

If I ask a Jew: “Are you Ashkenaz or 
Sephard?’’, he would undoubtedly 
understand what I was referring 
to. If I were to ask what does the 
word Ashkenaz mean, the answer 
would most likely be that it refers to 
Jews who originally came from the 
Germanic areas of Europe. There is 
no shortage of references relating to 
the origin of the Ashkenazi Jews, but 
none relating to the origin of the word 
Ashkenaz.

It is a strange fact that the very 
first mention of the word Ashkenaz 
is in the Torah, in Bereshit Chapter 
10 verse 22, as being one of the 
grandsons of Noah through his 
son Japhet, who was born many 
years before the birth of Abraham 
and of course thousands of years 
before it denoted a European Jewish 
community.

This encouraged me to undertake 
some research in order to determine 
why Noah’s grandson was given the 
name Ashkenaz and to find out if 
there was any connection with its 
present day use.

I could not find any information 
or suggestions about the naming 
of Noah’s grandson as Ashkenaz.  
However, there is in fact another 
Biblical mention of the word 
Ashkenaz found in the Book of 
Jeremiah in Chapter 51 verse 27, 
where Jeremiah calls to rally the 
nations to join together in order 
to attack Babylon. “Call together 
the kingdoms of Ararat, Minni and 
Ashkenaz”.

 Archaeological evidence has 
confirmed that the three kingdoms 
spoken of by Jeremiah were tributary 

groups from the Caucus area in Iran 
and Armenia. So it appears that in 
the time of Jeremiah who lived in the 
6th century BCE, there existed in the 
Middle East a small kingdom called 
Ashkenaz.

Although this Biblical episode 
took place a vast distance from the 
area connected with a much later 
generation of the same name, we 
have what might be our first link with 
this name in later years.

It is suggested by many scholars 
that during this period the kingdom 
of Ashkenaz was known to the 
Assyrians as the Ishkuza. Note the 
similarity of the two words: Ishkuza 
and Ashkenaz. The Ishkuza lived 
immediately North of the Black Sea 
and were tributary soldiers for the 
Medes.

So it seems possible, but as yet 
unproven, that from what we already 
know from Jewish history up to the 
Babylonian period, the Ishkuza/
Ashkenaz were the ancestors of the 
Germanic people of later years and 
Medieval Jews associated the term 
Ashkenaz with the geographical area 
centered on the Rhineland of Western 
Germany. As a result, the Jewish 
culture that developed in that area 
came to be called  Ashkenaz, which is 
the only form of the term in use today.    
But sadly the question of why Japhet, 
the son of Noah, decided to call his 
son Ashkenaz is still unknown. A
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Everything you need
under one roof - Zvi Center

Electric Goods

Fans, mixers, food processors, 
microwaves and more...
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Photos printed on; kappas (foam boards), 
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Bartanura 1, Kiryat Sanz, Netanya | Telephone: 09-8847189 Fax: 09-8322844
Opening Hours: Sun-Thurs 9am - 1:30pm / 5pm - 8:00pm, Fri 9am - 1pm

wed - open throughout day

Household Goods and Gifts

Cutlery & Crockery, wine bottles, kiddush cups, pots & pans and more...

Shabbos and Yom Tov

Hotplates, Shabbos kettles, 
crockpots, Shabbos clocks,  
Shabbos lamps and more...

New 
Shabbat 

kettles

Emailing the Rabbi: If there is  
any matter on which you wish  
to consult Rabbi Boudilovsky,  
use this email address:  
rabbi@yinn.org.

Office: The Office is closed due to 
the Coronavirus. 
For general enquiries: 
email: office@yinn.org
or phone: 09 832 1078 and your 
call will be redirected.

Magazine: If you have any ideas 
or want to know if an article you 
are thinking of writing is suitable 
or anything else about the 
magazine simply contact the YINN 
magazine editor Sharon Carr on 
yinnmagazine@sandicarr.com 

Membership: Thinking of joining 
YINN or maintaining or anything 
to do with membership just email 
membership@yinn.org and our 
membership guru Tony Plaskow 
will soon be in touch with help 
and advice. 

Chairman – Graham Nussbaum: 
Sometimes you may want to make 
a comment or offer your opinion 
on areas within the shul or even 
give a compliment. If so, this is  
the email address:  
chairman@yinn.org 

Social & Personal: To advise 
the Shul about your forthcoming 
Simcha contact Ruth Lyons our 
Social Secretary at: 
social@yinn.org 

Welfare: Please use this email 
address to tell the shul of anyone 
who has just gone into hospital, 
anyone who may need travel 
assistance or help with shopping, 
etc: welfare@yinn.org

Contacting the Shul  
by Email 
A User’s Guide
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Manchester  
Curtain  

Company

Donald Gough & Katy Gough
wish you all

Chag Kasher V’Sameach

03-540 0731 or 054-4508917
or 050-795 8326

Until a solution to Israel’s 
relationship with the Palestinians 
is determined, virulently hostile 
organisations like BDS will continue 
to have a field day and ignorant 
critics, by design or willful intent, 
will be duped into identifying with 
the perception of a persecuted 
Palestinian minority, denied self-
determination in their so-called 
historic homeland.

Sadly, far too many Jews are 
insufficiently informed to counter 
the plethora of criticism hurled at 
the Jewish State and simply resort 
to the counterproductive charge of 
anti-Semitism. For its part, Israeli 
governments seem incapable of 
mounting a coherent or remotely 
persuasive explanation of the issues, 

mostly allowing the Islamist viewpoint 
to prevail unchallenged.  

For example, terminology in the 
public domain has been entirely 
formulated (invented is more 
accurate) by the anti-Israel factions. 
Expressions like “1967 borders” 
which do not and never have existed; 
“East Jerusalem” geographically 
undefined but claimed to include the 
Old City; “Palestinian land”—which 
is inaccurately used to describe 
the West Bank; references to the 
Palestinian State—an entity that has 
never existed or been so designated 
throughout history. 

The Monotheistic Faiths
Indubitably, the three monotheistic 

religions have their historic roots and 

religious connections in this land 
between ‘The River and The Sea” and 
even beyond. Judaism’s claims lie in 
the Torah narratives, the existence 
of the First and Second Temples 
in Jerusalem and overwhelming 
archeological and historical evidence 
of a Jewish presence over several 
millennia. (Indeed, the Christian 
Bible confirms Jewish hegemony at 
the time of Jesus.) Christianity relies 
on its Bible, the New Testament, 
describing the birth, ministry and 
crucifixion of Jesus, a Jew; Islam 
claims its connections to Jerusalem as 
their religion’s third holiest city (see 
below). These three faiths can identify 
well-known sites that attest to their 
beliefs—particularly in Jerusalem—
and it was for this reason the 1947 

An Irresolvable Conundrum  
(Missing: Solomonic Wisdom)
by Raymond Cannon

United Nations General Assembly 
Partition Plan (Resolution 181) 
deliberately excluded Jerusalem in the 
territory allocated to either the Jews or 
the Arabs, declaring Jerusalem to be 
a neutral (in effect, an international) 
city.

The Partition Plan
The consequences of Resolution 

181 are well known and hardly in 
dispute. The Jews accepted, and 
Arabs rejected the partition plan and 
launched an offensive to destroy the 
Jewish entity—Israel’s 1948 War of 
Independence—which ended with a 
cease-fire along what was designated 
and is still known as the Green 
Line. According to the deliberately 
misleading Palestinian narrative, that 
demarcation has morphed into the 
1967 Borders. Israel captured from 
Jordan the territory across the Green 
Line (namely East Jerusalem, the Old 
City and West Bank (in Jewish terms, 
Judaea and Samaria) in the 1967 Six-
Day War. Gaza and the Golan Heights 
were also conquered from Egypt and 
Syria. No one today even considers 
applying UNSC Resolution 242, 
which set out sensible parameters 
for resolving the situation in place 
after the 1967 war, now seemingly 
overtaken by the Oslo Accords.

Demography
That’s the present status. Now, look 

at the all-important demography of 
the territory. 

(The following statistics are 
confusing and even unreliable 
because they are compiled differently 
by various official bodies. For this 
article, the figures indicate the 
demographic complexity that must be 
considered when framing solutions to 
the conflict.) 

The population of Israel within its 
internationally recognized borders 
(i.e., excluding The Golan Heights, 
Area C of the West Bank and East 
Jerusalem) is currently in the region 
of 8,861,000 comprising 74% Jews 
and 21% Arabs; what remains is a 
bewildering host of different ethnic 

groups, all Israeli citizens. Gaza has a 
population of approximately 2 million 
and the West Bank over 2 million 
Palestinian Arabs

Understandably the main 
protagonists reach back into 
selected history to justify their 
territorial claims. Christianity 
makes no territorial claims but 
seeks unimpeded access to and the 
preservation and protection of its holy 
sites and the integrity of the Christian 
Quarter in Jerusalem’s Old City like 
the Armenians, who also have their 
own Quarter in the Old City.

Islam’s Claims
Mohammed (born 570 CE) 

began preaching his new vision of 
monotheism (Islam) and writing the 
Koran around 610 CE. After a series 
of victorious regional conquests, 
Muslims captured Jerusalem, 
imposed Islam on the Christian and 
Jewish inhabitants, and ultimately 
established their presence effectively 
over the centuries. This lasted until 
1917, when the Ottoman Empire 
collapsed, and the British mandate 
began. The Dome of the Rock, built in 
691CE on the Temple Mount, confers 
Jerusalem as Islam’s third holiest 
site after Mecca and Medina. Later 
in 711CE, the al-Aksa Mosque was 
completed from where it is claimed 
Mohammed ascended to heaven. 

Elusive “Solutions”
These potted historical versions of 

the three religions’ claims to the same 
territory, to which must be added the 
demographic quagmire described 
above, must surely explain the failure 
of every Israeli government since the 
State was established to articulate a 
solution.

Indeed, since 1948, successive 
Israeli governments have failed to 
address a host of critical issues or 
even write a constitution. Is Israel 
a democracy or a theocracy, where 
an entrenched religious hierarchy 
determines a citizen’s fundamental 
basic lifestyle decisions and rights? 
Is it a nation of and for all its citizens 

or only Jews? Who is a Jew? – a 
fundamental question that has proved 
impossible to define nationally. 

Given Israel’s inability to come to 
terms with its own contradictions, its 
chances to resolve the Palestinian 
issue seem particularly remote. 

The glib solutions offered by 
armchair pundits and foreign 
politicians with their own agendas 
completely ignore the issues I have 
outlined and take even less notice 
of the Charters of the Palestinian 
Authority and of Hamas, the terrorist 
government of Gaza, which enshrine 
an obligation, no less, to destroy the 
State of Israel. Neither organization 
will ever agree to accept that Israel is 
the nation-state of the Jewish people.

An irresolvable conundrum
That’s why this article is entitled an 

irresolvable conundrum, especially as 
numerically, Jews and Arabs populate 
the combined territories in almost 
equal numbers.

For Jewish claims, the ambiguously 
worded 1917 Balfour Declaration 
offers limited comfort. Palestinians 
cannot reconcile their separate 
Gaza governance under Hamas (an 
internationally designated terrorist 
organization controlled by Iran) and 
its own failing Palestinian Authority 
with jurisdiction over the West Bank 
areas as set out in the Oslo Accords. 
The Golan Heights is beset with 
intractable legal issues.

Another overlooked elephant in 
the room is the Kingdom of Jordan, 
home to millions of Palestinians and 
territorially, by far the largest area of 
mandated Palestine.

These facts and figures are 
substantially immutable and provide 
a canvas upon which each side paints 
its own conflicting and irreconcilable 
narrative. Or, to put it more crudely, a 
battle of Bibles: the Torah supported 
by the New Testament (Red Corner) 
versus the Koran (Blue Corner).  

As for an independent referee—it’s 
anyone’s choice. A
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Daf Corner:
The Power of Seudot at Our Shulchan
by Rabbi Ozer (Edward) Feigelman, Daf Yomi Maggid Shiur

On Erev Pesach the Daf Yomi Shiur 
will be celebrating the Siyum of 
Seder Moed, which focuses mainly 
on the Sabbath and the Festivals. 
Seder Moed also deals with the more 
sombre areas of the Jewish lifecycle 
such as mourning rituals and fast 
days.

In the final tractate, Masechet 
Chagigah Daf 26b, the Gemara goes 
back full circle to a matter relating to 
Shabbat, the first tractate of Seder 
Moed. The Gemara states: “There was 
a great miracle that transpired with 
the Lechem Hapanim (showbread). 
The showbread was placed on the 
(Temple) Table on Shabbat, and it was 
subsequently removed the following 
Shabbat. For the bread to remain 
fresh in such a state was an open 
miracle. There were many miracles 
that transpired in the Beit HaMikdash; 
why was this the miracle chosen to 
show the Olei Regalim (pilgrims)?” 
(Daf Notes using ArtScroll translation)

Yisrael Bankier in his article “The 
Power of the Shulchan,” quotes the 
Gemara’s discussion of the important 
lessons of the vessels of the Temple 
with their expensive woods and gold-
plated coverings. He emphasises 
that “the reference of the Shulchan 
(Table) as a Mizbeach (Altar) led the 
Gemara to provide another lesson: R’ 
Yochanan and Reish Lakish both say: 
At the times of the Beit HaMikdash 
the Mizbeach atoned for a person. 
Nowadays a person’s table atones 
for him… Rashi explains that it is the 
vehicle for the Mitzvah of Hachnasat 
Orchim (attending to guests). It 
appears that one can explain the 
Chesed that can be performed with 
one’s Shulchan as the current avenue 
for atonement.”

R’ Bankier (who gives online 
Mishnayot Shiurim via mishnahyomit.
com) mentions that “the Maharsha 
(Menachot 97a) quotes a Mishnah 
from Avot (3:3) that suggests a 
different reason: …if three people 
eat on one table, and say words of 
Torah, it is as if they have eaten from 
the table of HaKadosh Baruch Hu, as 
it says “…Zeh HaShulchan Shelifnei 
Hashem - This is the Shulchan that is 
before Hashem.” It appears then that 
it is Torah learning that is the source 
of Kapparah.” I might add that there 
is a custom to say “Zeh HaShulchan 
Shelifnei Hashem” when setting one’s 
table for Shabbat. This declaration 
spiritually elevates our table for the 
Sabbath meals, comparable to eating 
Korbanot in the Mikdash. 

Yisrael Bankier further illustrates 
that “there are three things that can 
annul a negative heavenly decree - 
Teshuva (repentance), Tefillah (prayer) 
and Tzedakah (charity). The Shulchan 
is a place where all three are 
performed. Firstly, Tzedakah - through 
the Mitzvah of Hachnasat Orchim. 
Secondly, Teshuva - learning at one’s 
meal demonstrates and even realigns 
one’s direction in Avodat Hashem.  
And finally, Tefillah - with Birkat 
Ha’mazon, one of the only biblical 
commanded Tefillot.”

As we hopefully exit the pandemic, 
we will, B’ezrat Hashem, once again 
be able to sing Shalom Aleichem 
and eat the Friday evening Seudat 
Shabbat with a larger gathering of our 
family and friends. There are various 
customs as to how we greet the 
Sabbath Angels with the singing of 
Shalom Aleichem. Those originating 
from Western Europe (i.e. Germany 
and UK) greet the Malachei Hashareit, 

the Holy Shabbat Angels, with a 
majestic, regal Shalom Aleichem tune, 
sung sitting in the living room, the 
most important room of one’s home. 
After all, the Malachei Hashareit are 
Hashem’s Angels. The Shabbat Angels 
are then accompanied to the table, 
which represents the Shulchan and 
the Mizbeach. 

Those from Eastern European 
origins (i.e. Russia, Poland, and 
Hungary) commence by singing a less 
majestic or more sombre melody for 
Shalom Aleichem at the dining room 
table. This is because the table is 
the most important representation of 
the Seudat Shabbat, as our table is 
today’s substitute for the Shulchan of 
the Temple. Those from both Eastern 
and Western European cultures dip 
the Challah in salt, comparable to the 
salt placed on the sacrifices in the 
Beit HaMikdash. 

We as a community should be 
proud that we practice Gemillat 
Chassidim, which includes Hachnasat 
Orchim. As we go back to inviting 
larger gatherings of our family and 
friends, we should remember to focus 
on the holy representation of the 
Seudot Shabbat by including Divrei 
Torah and Zemirot. 

The message of Hachasat Orchim 
of Shabbat can be extended to the 
Lail HaSeder. In the Haggadah we 
recite the Ha Lachma Anya, where we 
declare: “This is the bread of affliction 
that our fathers ate in the land of 
Egypt. Kol Dichfin Yeitei V’yeichol, 
Kol Ditzrich Yeitei V’vifsach, Whoever 
is hungry – let him come and eat!  
Whoever is needy – let him come and 
celebrate Pesach! Now we are here; 
next year may we be in the land of 
Israel! Now we are slaves; L’Shanah 
Haba’ah B’nei Chorin, next year may 
we be free men!” 

May we be Zocheh to many 
enlightening Seudot Shabbat and 
festive Yom Tov meals with our loved 
ones and friends for many years to 
come. Miriam joins me in wishing 
everyone a Chag Pesach Kasher 
V’Sameach. A
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My Father
by Denis Elkoubi

My father was born on the other side 
of the Mediterranean, in Algeria, a land 
where the Jews had settled since the 
destruction of the Temple, long before 
the Arab conquest of North Africa. His 
birthplace, Tlemcen, was famous for 
one of the most important pilgrimages 
in the Maghreb where one of the last 
Rishonim from Spain, Rav Ephraim 
Enkaoua was buried.

He arrived in Marseille with his 
parents and seven brothers and sisters 
in 1936. The family settled near «le 
Vieux Port», not far from the Great 
Synagogue. There, despite his young 
age, twelve, thanks to the teaching 
of his Rabbi in Tlemcen, the famous 
Haschel (Rabbi Hadas 
Lebel), he became a 
teacher in the Talmud-
Tora. Soon he joined 
the EI, «les Eclaireurs 
Israélites» (Israelite 
Scouts of France) under 
the nickname Faucon silencieux (Silent 
Falcon).

Although Marseille was in the so-
called “free” zone, the war and the 
infamous status of the Jews, in October 
1940, would change the destiny of this 
family.

Eager to comply with the law, my 
grandfather dragged my father to 
register with the authorities as a Jew.

The story of that moment will forever 
be etched in my memory. It was from 
this event that I was able to gradually 
understand in a very intimate way one 
of the main reasons that allowed the 
Nazis to massacre six million Jews. The 
Jews were, for the most part, unable 
to imagine how, by accepting the 
increasingly tight restrictions of their 
rights, of their freedom, they were 
sinking into the infernal spiral of the 
final solution.

For little more than a century, 
Jews everywhere in Europe enjoyed 
the same rights as the rest of the 
population. This status was cherished 
in most Jewish families; the desire 
of being good citizens made them 
respectful of legitimacy.

This is why my grandfather went to 
the police station for the registration 
of his civil status as a Jew without 
fear, he, the soldier of Verdun, “the 
Maréchal will protect us!” he said to 
reassure his son.

I imagined this a hundred times, how 
many times did I say to myself: “and if 
they had not registered?”

Thinking about it so many times, I 

could perceive the reality of an era that 
we can hardly imagine.

Individually, it would have 
been possible not to report to the 
authorities, but not when you had a 
family. In the neighbourhood, at work, 
in school, a coward, an envious or an 
anti-Semitic person one day or another 
would denounce those who had not 
registered. At the beginning of the war, 
it did not seem worth it, especially for 
those who were responsible for a large 
family, anyway too big to hide.

The Nazis always presented their 
policy of discrimination legally and 
proceeded step by step.

The first steps were accepted with 
the hope that by respecting the new 
rules the Jews would escape harsher 
measures.

It was only in the following stages 
that they gradually became aware of 

the infernal spiral into which the Nazi 
regime was dragging them.

And even then, no one suspected 
the grim welcome in the form of smoke 
coming out of the chimneys that 
awaited them at Auschwitz.

Arrested on May 2, 1944, with his 
father and his 14-year-old little sister, 
my father spent a year in Auschwitz 
and Mathausen before being liberated 
by the Americans.

The story of that year and its 
consequences will be told another 
time. Let me just recall one event.

In January 1945, during the 
evacuation of Auschwitz, my father 
embarked on a train that criss-crossed 

Europe in order to remove the traces 
of the nazis barbaric behavior. Naked 
corpses were regularly thrown from 
the wagons and the SS shot them to 
make sure they were really dead. My 
father decided then to try his luck and 
gets thrown naked on the side of the 
train tracks. He walked in the snow 
when a man sees him, puts a blanket 
on his back and takes him home 
where his wife slowly feeds him with 
bread soaked in milk. After resting and 
getting warmed up, the man, a railway 
worker, got scared and called the 
police, despite the protests of his wife. 
My father then went before a court and 
was handed over to the SS who sent 
him to the camp of Mathausen.

These few hours of rest, and the 
kindness of this woman undoubtedly 
gave my father the micro energy 
necessary to stay alive. This episode 

marked him forever, and he 
constantly wondered if it was 
possible to find this woman and 
thank her.

Much later, in the 1990’s my father 
told this story to a couple of friends 
one of whose wives was Austrian. 
After many letters she managed to 
get an appointment with the mayor 
of Freistadt who promised to help my 
father find this woman. A trip with 
his friends and the then Chief Rabbi 
of France, R.S. Sirat, was planned. 
My father’s name was found, thanks 
to his tattooed number, in the 
records of the house of justice of 
the city, but no trace of the woman. 
My father was on his way back to 
France when he received a call from 
the mayor: “We have found this 
lady; her name is Mrs Schöngrüber, 
she is in a retirement home in the 
city”. Of course my parents rushed 
to see this lady. Emotion. Very 
quickly they recognise each other, 
she remembers everything: “Are you 
alive? I would have never believed it! 
They killed them all”.

All his life my father had wanted 
to find this woman and thank her for 
her kindness.

Although this is not one of the 613 
Mitsvot, gratitude, Hakarat Hatov, 
 is a cardinal mitzvah of ַהָכַּרת ַהּטֹוב
Judaism.

The architecture of Yad Vashem 
illustrates how important this Mitsva 
is: before entering the museum 
which shows the tragedy of the 
Shoah we cross the alley of the 
Righteous.

When my father left Mrs 
Schöngrüber her last words were: 
“Today I know that I have done 
one good deed in my life, I can die 
peacefully”. She died a week later. A

“The Queen and I” By Sue Townsend

A Book Review 

by Marlene Knepler

The Queen and I, written by Sue 
Townsend in 1992, is an engaging, 
fictitious satire in novel form, 
featuring the ups and downs in the 
life of the members of the House of 
Windsor, when they are booted out 
by a Republican Government. I am 
personally a very strong monarchist 
and enthusiastically follow the 
happenings in the Royal Family.  The 
Queen has now been on the throne 
for some 70 years and like the 
majority of people in the UK has not 
been immune to the difficulties of 
bringing up a family and enduring the 
loves and divorces of her children, 
their mistakes and successes. I 
always remember her mentioning her 
“annus horribilis” in the year 1991.

This delightful, funny, kind book, 
set in the year 1992, sees the Queen 
and her family being rehoused on 
a council estate, after a Republican 
revolution. The author, Sue Townsend, 
had become a republican while a 
child. She related that after finding 
the idea of God a ridiculous idea, 
an argument in favour of the British 
monarchy also collapsed. 

The Queen and I, is a work of fiction 
and the product of the author’s 
imagination, although she does use 
all the names of the current Royal 
Family.  The Queen was watching the 
TV on election night in April 1992 
and wondered who will “be kissing 
her hand the next morning, nice 
John Major for the Conservatives or 
perfectly agreeable Neil Kinnock for 
Labour”. As she closed her eyes and 
sleep overtook her, she wondered 
what would happen to her and her 
family if a Republican Government 
were to be elected: it was the Queen’s 
nightmare.

Well, a Republican Government 
was elected and the rest of the novel 
relates what happened to the Queen 
and her family. The new leader of 
the People’s Republican Party, Jack 
Barker, had the House of Windsor 
transported to the Flowers Council 
Estate and installed in Hellebore 
Close (or Hell as the Queen refers 
to it!). The Queen Mother was to be 
installed in a pensioner’s bungalow 
as was her entitlement as an ordinary 
citizen of the country, and the Queen 
in a two-bedroomed, semi-detached 
pre-war property. All the family would 
be neighbours in Hellebore Close, 
each semi attached to other working 
class families’ homes.

How would a Family, coming from 
a privileged royal life, from living 
in a palace with four hundred and 
thirty-nine rooms (according to 
Charles) adapt to life with NO staff, 
dressers, cooks, secretaries, cleaners, 
chauffeurs etc. and only allowed one 
dog per household!! Well, you must 
read this delightful book and see how 

These few hours of rest, and the kindness of this woman undoubtedly 

gave my father the micro energy necessary to stay alive.
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well the Queen manages and how 
she has to cope with her husband. 
Philip, sadly, cannot adjust to life 
on a Council Estate. It is interesting 
to see how the author pinpoints the 
personalities of the other members 
of the family in their reactions and 
dealings with their new lives. She 
has got them spot on! How do 
they interact with the unusual and 
interesting characters already living 
in Hellebore Close, and how do these 

socially housed people take to having 
members of the ex-Royal Family 
living side by side with them? It is an 
endearing read and you really feel for 
the Queen and have a laugh at her 
predicament. 

The The Queen and I was adapted 
for the stage with songs by Ian Dury 
and Mickey Gallagher. 

It was “ahead of the game” in 
treating the Royal Family as a suitable 
subject for drama. The critics wrote 

that “Far from seeming like a piece 
of Republican propaganda, the play 
actually made the royals endearing!”

I feel that Sue Townsend, author of 
the The Secret Diary of Adrian Mole 
Aged 13 ¾, has indeed made the 
Royals seem most endearing in this 
brilliant and probably prophetic book, 
and I thoroughly recommend it to you 
all as a great read. A

By the time we read this report, 
the YINN Eilat in November trip 
will be history. However, for the 49 
participants it will be a fond memory 
of good company, sun, too much food 
and plenty of shopping. The Hotel 
and staff were up to their usual good 
standard and helpful in every way.    
Most of us visited the WOW show 

which was as entertaining as usual 
with advanced graphics, a good story 
line and some amazing acts.

We were disappointed at the 
absence of Harvey and Natalie Green 
due to Natalie’s broken hip, but we 
truly appreciated the huge amount 
of preparatory work by Harvey 
and Rosalind to make it happen, 

and Rosalind’s calm and efficient 
organisation during the trip.  Thanks 
to both of them.

Here’s to the next time...

YINN Holiday in Eilat 
by Ruth Leviton
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The “Lost” Ten Tribes — A Historical Fiction
From “Myth and Ideology — Creating History in the Bible” 

by Stuart West

Since the war in Ukraine has 
given rise to a horrific refugee crisis, 
my thoughts go back to a similar 
situation in biblical times.

After the death of Solomon, ten of 
the Israelite tribes broke away from 
the House of David, and established 
the northern kingdom of Israel under 
its first king, Jeroboam. This northern 
kingdom lasted for 200 years until its 
conquest by the Assyrians in 722 BCE. 
The town of Samaria was besieged by 
the Assyrians and its fall is described 
in Assyrian inscriptions, which are 
historiographic documents confirming 
the reality of what happened. One 
such from the Assyrian king, Sargon 
II gives a detailed account of his 
achievement, a translation of which 
is to be found in A Reader of Ancient 
Near Eastern Texts by one of the 
leading biblical scholars in the United 
States, Michael D. Coogan, published 
by Oxford University Press in 2013. 

From accession year to the 
fifteenth year of my reign, I defeated 
Humbanigash, king of Elam. I 
besieged and captured Samaria. I 
took as spoil 27,290 people who live 
there; I organized a contingent of 
50 of their chariots and I instructed 
the rest of them in correct conduct. I 
appointed my eunuch over them and 
imposed on them the tribute of the 
former king.

Later, in the inscription Sargon II 
states—

People from the lands that I had 
conquered with my own hand, that 
were in the eastern [district], I settled 
in them, and I appointed my eunuch 
as governor over them. I counted them 
with the people of Assyria and they 
bear my yoke.

The Assyrian inscription confirms 

the dating of the conquest of Samaria 
in 722 BCE, the year that Sargon 
became king. It also confirms the 
deportations and the settlement of 
foreigners in place of the Israelites 
deported. In fact, following the 
Assyrian conquest of the northern 
kingdom of Israel, the political scene 
changed significantly. It is important 
to note, that despite Sargon II’s claim 
to have taken away captive to Assyria 
27,290 Israelite inhabitants, these 
actually represented less than one-
eighth of the Israelite population at 
the time, which is estimated to have 
been approximately 225,000. In other 
words, more than seven-eighths of 
the population remained; most of the 
so-called “lost Ten Tribes” actually did 
not disappear. So what happened to 
those who were not deported?

The Israeli archaeologist, Israel 
Finkelstein, has revealed the 
demographic impact of the Assyrian 
conquest of the northern kingdom. As 
Professor Emeritus of the Archaeology 
of Israel in the Bronze and Iron Ages 
at Tel Aviv University and the Director 
of the School of Archaeology and 
Maritime Cultures at the University 
of Haifa, he spent thirty years of 
fieldwork in sites related to the 
northern kingdom, enabling him 
in 2013 to publish his book on the 
topic, The Forgotten Kingdom—The 
Archaeology and History of Northern 
Israel. He explains that there was an 
exceptionally dramatic increase in the 
population of Judah after the northern 
kingdom was conquered, which 
could not have been the result of 
natural growth. Although the majority 
of the population of the newly 
conquered territory had remained 
in their villages, their numbers were 

augmented by new foreign settlers 
brought in by the Assyrians. Not 
surprisingly, many of those who had 
remained became refugees; they 
were not deported, but instead fled 
to Judah. The eventual result was 
a tenfold increase in Jerusalem’s 
population, and in the rest of Judah 
the population at least doubled. The 
reason for this demographic change 
is to be found in Judah’s proximity to 
its conquered northern neighbour, 
resulting in the wave of refugees, who 
fled south to escape the Assyrian 
occupation.

Finkelstein explains that in the 9th 
and early 8th centuries BCE — before 
the northern kingdom became an 
Assyrian province — there were only 
about thirty settlements in the hill 
country south of Jerusalem. This 
number swelled fourfold to one 
hundred and twenty settlements in 
the late 8th century BCE, following 
the Assyrian conquest of Judah’s 
northern neighbor. There was a similar 
increase in the Shephelah, the territory 
of Judah comprising the area of the 
low hill country between the central 
mountain range and the coastal plain. 
There the increase in settlements 
was even more dramatic, increasing 
about thirteen times from twenty-
one to two hundred and seventy-six 
settlements. Furthermore, even the 
existing sites expanded due to the 
increased number of inhabitants, and 
Jerusalem itself is a good example of 
this. The city’s population increased 
more than tenfold and the developed 
area tripled, possibly quadrupled, 
during this period. By the end of the 
8th century BCE the population of the 
kingdom of Judah, as a whole, was 
more than double its original numbers.

We also know that in the area of 
the former northern kingdom known 
as southern Samaria—between 
Shechem and Bethel, to the north of 
and near to Jerusalem—the number 
of settled sites actually decreased 
from two hundred and thirty-eight 
prior to the Assyrian conquest to 
one hundred and twenty-seven in 
the Persian period, i.e., after the 
Babylonian exile, post 538 BCE. 
During the same period, the built-up 
areas in southern Samaria reduced 

from four hundred and twenty acres 
to one hundred and eleven acres. 
It is also estimated that the total 
population of southern Samaria 
dropped from thirty-four thousand—
before the Assyrian conquest—to 
nine thousand thereafter. All the 
signs point to the Assyrian conquest 
having created a large refugee 
problem, and that those refugees 
were absorbed by the kingdom of 
Judah, especially in Jerusalem.

For the kingdom of Judah, the 
inevitable consequence of this 
influx of refugees was the extensive 
economic and social change that 
occurred, transforming it from a 
highland society, isolated from the 
outside world, into fully developed 
statehood, integrated with the 
economy of Assyria, to whom the 
kingdom of Judah was a vassal 

ever since Hezekiah’s reign, during 
which the Assyrians had laid siege 
to Jerusalem. The nation became a 
mixture of Judeans and ex-Israelites, 
perhaps as much as half of the 
population originating from the 
northern kingdom of Israel. In other 
words, the vast majority of the 
northern Israelites were not lost; 
they either remained where they 
were in the former northern kingdom 
or became integrated with the 
population of the Judean kingdom. 

Finkelstein also draws our 
attention to another consequence of 
the refugees’ resettlement which was 
the transformation of Judah “from an 
isolated, clan-based homogenous 
society into a mixed Judahite-
Israelite kingdom under Assyrian 
domination. This, in turn, brought 
about the rise of pan-Israelite ideas 
in Judah. The emergence of biblical 
Israel as a concept was therefore the 
result of the fall of the kingdom of 
Israel.”

Whilst Judah had escaped the 
Assyrian onslaught in 722 BCE, it 
was quite another story for them 
only 136 years later. In 586 BCE, 
they suffered the same fate as 
the northern kingdom, but they 
did not have the chance to flee as 
refugees—they were taken into exile 
in Babylon. 

This is a recurrent theme in the 
world’s history—the conquest of 
sovereign nations by a dominant 
power—with the consequent flow of 
refugees, trying to escape to another 
country, in the hope of rebuilding 
their lives.

We have ourselves witnessed the 
horrors of a World War, and the more 
recent destruction and massacre of 
peoples in Syria by the Russians—
undoubtedly, a rehearsal for Putin’s 
invasion of Ukraine. Once again, 
we are experiencing the situation of 
refugees seeking a safe haven, and 
Israel today is indeed emulating the 
example of the ancient kingdom of 
Judah by taking in refugees fleeing 
from the Russian onslaught. A

The One-Horned  
Impala

By Philip Platt

The one-horned Impala
Oh what a shame
No future no hope

Just part of the game.

If only I could buy
And take him home with me

Across the land and across the sea;
To give him a home free from worrie.

The one-horned Impala
Oh what a shame
No future no hope

Just part of the game.

Do you recognize her? 
Answer will appear  
in our next edition.

The mystery photo in the  
last edition was of  
Dr Mervyn Leviton.
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mean another thirteen jabs?
Are we kidding ourselves as we sing 

yet another 13-rhyme song or is it 
enough already! — DAYENU

We’ve had the jabs; we wear the 
masks — Dayenu (Enough)!

We stay at home and don’t socialize 
— Dayenu.

We try to get to Shul but we don’t 
have a Kiddush — Dayenu

We cannot visit our families either 
here or abroad — Dayenu. 

We’ve had lockdown and isolation 
— Dayenu.

We want to tell the story from 
thousands of years ago; we want to 
share the family traditions handed 
down from generation to generation. 
We want to open our Haggadot and 
spill the wine on the cloth; we want 
to drink the four cups; we want to 
welcome Elijah and finally we want to 
say we never have enough words to 
express our gratefulness and wonder at 
the beauty of the Seder. Dayenu!

A meaningful and safe Pesach to 
you all. A

As I was sitting waiting for my fourth 
Corona jab, I said to myself how many 
more before Pesach? Or will four jabs 
be enough?

As the number four occurs many 
times in the Haggadah, it occurred to 
me that there might be a new set of the 
four questions to ask? Perhaps, in the 
far distant future the last question will 
be changed from ‘why do we recline?’ 
to ‘why did we have to be vaccinated’?

Thinking about the four sons in the 
context of the vaccination programme, 
they represent all of us in some way or 
another. The wise one knew that every 
possible jab was important and made 
sure to have them all, the second son 
doubted if the jabs were any good, so 

he didn’t bother, the third son asked 
‘what does Covid mean?’ and the last 
son didn’t even ask!

The four cups of wine could present 
a big problem. Whether to drink before 
the jab or after the jab!

Then there is the matter of the ten 
plagues: maybe we will have to add 
another one to be called Covid 19?

The Seder plate is so central to the 
Seder night rituals, with all the various 
items we must eat. The bitter herbs, 
the Charoset, the Matza — but will our 
taste buds be all right on the night?

Will Elijah come with his green pass 
to enter our homes?

Who knows one? The numbers keep 
going from one to thirteen. Could this 

How Many Questions  
This Pesach?
by Hazel Broch

Many people over the past two years 
of corona and restricted travel, have 
been watching movies and television 
series, brought to us especially by the 
streaming service Netflix.

We and our four daughters, 
one here, one in the US, and 
two in Canada, often exchange 
recommendations and comments 
about what we have seen.

For me, perhaps the most interesting 
thing has been the opportunity to see 
many outstanding series from other 
countries that I would have been very 
unlikely to see in a cinema, and it 
has also given me the opportunity to 
compare some films and movies to 
Israeli productions.

First, in terms of contributions from 
other countries. One of my most recent 
series was Mexican, Dark Desire, 
a mixture of murder mystery and 
very entangled family relationships, 
wonderfully acted, and not clear right 
up to the end.

Before that an excellent Dutch 
series, Undercover, about a man 
operating as an undercover agent 
trying to deal with arms and drug 
smuggling. A Danish series, Borgen, 
that was a political drama involving a 
woman becoming, for a while, prime 
minister.

The very good US series, Designated 
Survivor, and more recently also from 
the US, Mare of Easttown, which, 
after a slow start became a gripping 
portrayal of murder and mixed-up 
relationships in small-town America.

An absorbing Finnish murder series, 
Deadwind, and a while earlier the 
superb Swedish series, The Bridge, 
with the outstanding actress Sofia 
Helin, or to give her full name, Sofia 
Margareta Gottschenhjelm-Helin. 

There have been some excellent 

British police-detective series as 
well. Many people have watched Line 
of Duty—we are waiting for the 6th 
series  —and Marcella, Collateral, and 
Bodyguard, these are just four of the 
many outstanding British thrillers.

On a lighter note there is the popular 
American series, The Good Doctor, 
about an academically brilliant but 
socially handicapped autistic doctor, 
and a still very watchable series, The 
Blacklist, with the wonderful James 
Spader.

These series are usually better than 
some of the individual movies that 
Netflix has produced, which too often 
don’t live up to the hype, a ‘good’ 
example being the dreadfully boring 
The Power of the Dog that has just won 
the British BAFTA award for best movie 
of the past year.

Which brings me to Israeli movies. 
Essentially I have one complaint. So 
many of them end with ‘duh’????

It seems to have been fashionable, 
as if all these directors are playing 
therapist, “no, I’m not going to solve 
the puzzle for you, you fill in the gaps, 
what do you imagine might happen 
afterwards?”

Not just one or two, but a whole 
number that I watched trying to learn 
some Ivrit, and get a sense of Israeli 
general secular culture outside our 
shul and political interests. 

No, I did not find the movies 
stimulating, and I did not enjoy these 
endings. I don’t always have to have a 
happy ending, but I prefer an ending 
to no ending.

There have been some excellent 
Israeli movies over the years, but 
many that are not, while in contrast 
I was very impressed with the 
quality of many of these European 
productions.A

Netflix International and  
Israeli Movies
by Joseph Berger

Michael Kaye 
Wishes all the Kehilla

Chag Pesach Sameach

MIKE ELECTRONICS 
A large selection of all home electrical appliances

at guaranteed lowest prices.  
Same day delivery on all items.

53 Herzl Street 
(opp. Kanion Sharon) 

052 375 4697 

Emunah in Netanya
by Diana Barnett

One great advantage of 
belonging to our shul is the 
number of organisations that are 
waiting for you, all of which cover 
many good works.

 Locally, we have Bet Elazraki, 
one of the finest children’s home 
in the country which takes in 
youngsters who, for many varied 
reasons, are unable to live with 
their families. They are admitted 
from the age of six and when 
necessary can stay until they are 
eighteen. They are cared for in a 
warm family environment, attend 
school, and have the opportunity 
to pursue a variety of different 
activities.

Where necessary individual 
counselling is available, Bar and 
Bat-mitzvahs are celebrated, and 
no child is made to feel different 
because they are not with their 
family; Bet Elazraki is their family.

 Also in Netanya are ten local 
Ganim (kindergartens) which offer 
outstanding care and facilities 
to pre-school children, with 
dedicated, caring staff. 

These Ganim have a fantastic 
atmosphere and on visiting you 
can see that these little ones are 
happy and content.

 All of these projects are 
supported by the Netanya branch 
of Emunah which is dedicated to 
caring for our future generations. 
Emunah, founded in 1935, has 
branches world-wide and you 
may well have been a member, or 
knew of members in your home 
community before you came to 
Israel.

 Emunah has a strong following 
in Netanya and a friendly welcome 
awaits you, so to find out more 
simply call Ruth Kotton on  
054 979 4787. A
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•  High quality workmanship, honoring each individual family’s requirements
• Fast and reliable on-time delivery
•  Countrywide service
• Payment instalments available
•  We can visit you in your own home to discuss your individual requirements

•  Refurbishment of existing matzevot available

LEV HAMATZEVOT
שירות מהיר ואמין באופן אישי מכל הלב

For details please contact:
Yochanan Nalkin

09 8625834 or 054 464 1752

Having lived here for some 12 years, 
I am constantly puzzled by things that I 
encounter, and the surprising attitudes 
found in my fellow Israelis. Don’t get 
me wrong, I think they are wonderful 
people, anxious to help if in trouble, 
have a great sense of humour and 
generally highly intelligent. I am even 
one myself as are all my family.

I do accept that English politeness 
and etiquette are absent because, 
after all, I now live in a completely 
different society with different rules 
and a different attitude to life. I also 
very proudly acknowledge that Israel is 
a country at the forefront of invention 
and technical know-how which appear 
at a seemingly bewildering rate.

However, over the last few months 

I have listed several queries I have 
asked myself while going about my 
daily chores and never arrived at 
sensible answers. So here are just 
some random examples encountered, 
which could also be a useful guide for 
new olim.

I wonder why?...

Supermarkets.
The checkout I decide on is always 

the slowest.
The person ahead of me has chosen 

the only item in the whole store 
without a barcode.

Standing patiently in line with my 
single carton of milk, the lady in front 
of me has finally emptied her groaning 

trolley of purchases for herself, her 
husband, her 9 children, her neighbour 
and an elderly aunt in Tel Mond, and 
thus wants separate itemised receipts. 
At this point the till roll runs out and 
the cashier then has to travel to a very 
far-off distant land for a new one.

The customer in front has presented 
out-of-date vouchers for payment, thus 
ensuring a long and heated debate. 
Or....

The customer in front has presented 
vouchers from a completely different 
store, ensuring another heated debate.

A nice lady who has asked if she 
can just put her two items ahead of 
me, which I agree, then disappears to 
return with a fully loaded trolley. This is 
known as a Mega chutzpa!

Israel is the only country in the world 
that refuses to have customer dividers 
at the checkout. Go figure.

There may be 10 checkouts but only 
two will ever be manned.

Israeli eggs are so anaemic with their 
thin white shells, unlike their tanned 
and healthy-looking cousins found 
everywhere else.

Driving.
Local motorists never use their 

mirrors so never see the need to signal.
There is this unwritten rule which 

states that any vehicle in front must be 
overtaken so they can arrive in front at 

the next set of red traffic lights.
With no parking space available, it’s 

perfectly acceptable for a driver to stop 
the car in the middle of the road, get 
out, lock it and then wander off into the 
local school to collect a child.

Pedestrians manage to walk 
straight out onto the crossings of busy 
main roads without any noticeable 
hesitation—or taking their eyes off 
their phone.

Drivers much prefer to press the horn 
button rather than the brake pedal.

The government has never worked 

out that by investing in speed cameras 
on all major highways they would 
recoup their total outlay in 15 weeks—
maybe much sooner!

It’s imperative while stationary in a 
traffic jam or when traffic lights change 
from red to amber for at least one 
driver to constantly sound the horn—
more even better.

The most puzzling and complicated 
procedure about driving in Israel is 
filling up with petrol.

Only Anglo’s & Non-Israeli’s slow 
down for road humps, being totally 
ignored by the locals who bounce 
merrily over them at speed.

So many drivers use the highways as 
a video game, swerving suicidally from 
lane to lane with impunity, for lack of 
any police presence.

Tailgating is seen as a national sport, 
to drive as close as humanly possible 
to the car in front—usually with full 
headlights on.

General.
I am the only person in Israel who 

actually walks up or down moving 
escalators.

When telephoning companies, and 

having pressed 9 for English, it is then 
always answered by someone who 
doesn’t speak English.

You can fly return to Cyprus, staying 
a full week in a 5 star hotel for exactly 
the same price as 2 nights in an Israeli 
hotel.

Anyone buying a cinema ticket will 
always be given a numbered seat in 
one of two rows only. I never worked 
out who they were saving all the other 
seats for.

Cinemas are so cold with air-
conditioning, you have to dress up 
warmly to enjoy the film. And why 
do people continually talk and email 
throughout the entire programme?

People shout so loudly on their 
phone—they don’t need a phone.

While eating outside, it seems too 
difficult for people to move their cups, 
plastic bags and general debris into a 
bin that is beside them.

It’s so awkward to exit an elevator—
due to people pushing to enter.

5 or 6 times a day I have to close the 
garbage room door, it having been left 
wide open by my neighbours.

Public offices open and close at 
different times every day. You need a 
spreadsheet to find out when to call.

I could go on but then I might just 
be dismissed as being a grumpy old 
bugger.

And the main question still remains: 
that although this is sometimes a 
frustrating and idiosyncratic country, 
would I want to live anywhere else? 
As we say in Yorkshire “Not on your 
Nellie!” A

Living in Israel
My Take on Day-To-Day Living
by David Jacob
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The New Memorial Board in the Ladies Gallery
 By Tony Plaskow, Yahrzeit Board Coordinator

Jackie Jacobs, a member of our YINN 
Community, has kindly donated a Yahrzeit 
Board to our Shul in memory of her dear 
mother. This Board was installed in the 
Ladies Gallery, and in early January, a 
ceremony took place in which it was 
dedicated.

Although we have two Memorial Boards 
in the main Shul area, Jackie felt that the 
ladies of the Community should also have 
a Board placed in the Ladies Gallery in 
memory of their departed. On behalf of the 
Community, I should like to thank Jackie for 
this thoughtful gesture, which many ladies 
will appreciate.

As with the other two Yahrzeit Boards, 
at the beginning of the Hebrew month 
in which the yahrzeit occurs, the candle 
will be illuminated. All the plaques are 
illuminated on the Shalosh Regalim and 
Yom Kippur.

The Shul offers members the facility of 
installing a plaque in memory of a departed relative for a donation of NIS 1000 per plaque.

If you would like to discuss this, please phone me on 054 6530657, and I will be pleased to offer advice of how 
to proceed. May the memory of our departed loved ones be for a blessing. A

‘Nobody expects the Spanish 
Inquisition’ was a famous line from a 
Monty Python sketch. Unfortunately, 
in the 15th and 16th centuries in 
Spain everybody expected, and many 
feared, the Spanish Inquisition.

This article is, of necessity, a very 
brief overview of a subject on which 
many books and research papers 
have been written.

Persecution of Jews in Spain did 
not begin in the 15th century. Jews 
experienced Christian antisemitism 
in the 4th century and had undergone 
persecution, forced conversions 
and expulsion under the Christian 
Visigoths in the 6th and 7th centuries. 
From the Islamic conquest of 
Spain in the 8th century Jewish life 
improved until the persecutions of 
the 11th and 12th centuries. In the 
emerging Christian kingdoms of 
Spain, following the ‘Reconquest’ 
Jews flourished as a valued minority 
bringing prosperity to those 
kingdoms.

However, in 1391 Jewish 
communities were attacked and 
thousands of Jews were murdered or 
converted to Christianity under threat 
of violence or to forestall it.

The Jews who converted to 
Christianity were called by the 
Spanish Christians ‘Conversos” 
and by the Jews ‘anusim’ ie forced 
converts. Among Old Christians, ie 
Christians prior to 1391, an anti-
Converso sentiment strongly existed, 
with many Conversos being accused 
of continuing to practice Judaism in 
secret, such Conversos being called 
“Marranos”, meaning swine, by their 
accusers. These accusations were true 
in very many cases.

To counter the continued secret 
practice of Judaism, the Spanish 
Inquisition was founded in the 
kingdom of Castile in 1478 with the 
object of specific focus on Conversos 
who continued to observe Jewish 
practices.

Although the conversions of 
1391 were welcomed by many Old 
Christians, their attitude eventually 
turned to disdain as they realised the 
true attitude of most Conversos to 
Christianity. In addition to religious 
reasons, many Old Christians 
resented Conversos because some 
had taken advantage of the social and 
economic opportunities now open 
to them to prosper. This resulted in 

attacks on Converso communities 
several times during the 15th century 
in cities like Toledo, Ciudad Real and 
Cordoba.

Conversos retained strong links with 
Jewish communities, many of whom 
recognised the insincerity of most of 
the conversions. There were religious 

The Crypto-Jews of Spain
or Nobody Expects the  
Spanish Inquisition!
by Mike Jacobs

issues with regard to the status of 
Conversos and their descendants in 
Jewish law, and decisions on these 
were made by local rabbis. Some 
held that they remained Jewish and 
that to join an openly practising 
Jewish community outside Spain in a 
country where Judaism was permitted, 
conversion and circumcision was 
unnecessary. Others took the 
opposite view. 

There has been much debate 
about the real religious identity 
of Conversos. Many continued to 
practice Judaism in secret, especially 
as they were given very little, if any, 
instruction in Christianity so knew 
hardly anything about its religious 
beliefs and practices. There were 
some individuals who were born as 
Conversos but who were very aware 
of their Jewish ancestry and gained 
a knowledge of Jewish practices 
and beliefs while outwardly living 
as Catholics, and there were some 
Jews who converted sincerely to 
Christianity, many of whom rose to 
high positions in the Church. These 
latter usually worked to isolate 

the Jewish communities socially 
and economically. However, with 
the passage of time knowledge 
of Judaism among the majority of 
Conversos gradually declined.

The Spanish Inquisition was 
officially abolished by royal decree in 
July 1834. A

Marranos: Secret Seder in Spain during the times of inquisition,  
an 1892 painting by Moshe Maimon. Wikipedia.

“Journeys to  
Re-Birth”— 
The Main Theme  
of This Year’s  
Yom Hashoah  
Memorial Event   
by Jacques Korolnyk

For a number of years the Yom 
Hashoah Memorial service has 
been a significant joint event of 
Young Israel of North Netanya and 
McDonald International Shuls. 

With this short article we would 
like to give our members a preview 
of this year’s special event which will 
take place indoors on Wednesday, 
April 27 at 19:30. It will be in full 
compliance with the current Corona 

guidelines. Wearing masks will be 
compulsory.

This year, Young Israel is 
responsible for organising the event 
though for technical reasons, the 
event will be held at McDonald Shul.

Projection of 580 Names in Memory 
of Victims of The Shoah

As every year, we will project the 
names of family members of both 
congregations who were victims 
of the Shoah and the names of 
survivors who were members of 
our communities but have passed 
away. We will project 580 names in a 
dignified way.

Three Short Films About the Miracle 
of Survival

This year, a highly professional 
team has produced three very special 
films which will be shown for the first 

time and which relate to miracles of 
survival. “Journeys To Re-Birth” is 
the common denominator. The focus 
is on the painful Shoah memories 
of members of our two kehillot and 
their survival. One story tells the 
incredible tale of the father of one 
gabbai of McDonald Shul.

For more highlights, see the Yom 
Hashoah advert in this issue of the 
magazine.

Registration is Essential
It is extremely important for the 

organisers to know in advance the 
number of participants in order to be 
able to take the appropriate health 
precautions. Therefore, registration 
for this evening is essential. Details 
for early written registration will 
be sent to the members of both 
congregations at the beginning of 
April. A
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The Design and Designer  
of Jersey Wartime Stamps 
and Banknotes 
by Ian Fine

CAFÉ THOUGHTS
by Avril Kormornick

As I sit outside everyone’s favourite café
Just watching people go by
I am really not so surprised
So many people pass by and say hi

Whether you know them or not you still nod  
   and smile
Everyone is thinking the same thing 
How lucky we are to be here 
You just want to shout it out and sing

It’s great to be able to say this is my home
Being likeminded is why we are all here
It’s very comforting to be able to say  
   come round
And share a glass of wine or come  
   drink some beer

So now that the skies are open again
Everyone is coming as fast as they can
They want to share what we have here 
And sit in the sun and get a great tan

So here at the café we sit and think
how different it would be if we weren’t here
We would be sitting at home cos its too cold  
   and wet to go out
And life would be so dull without  
   any cheer

Through my interest in Judaica, Stamps, Coins and particularly 
Banknotes, I came across a curious item when researching the One 
Shilling note illustrated here. The note depicts 2 men gossiping, 
(could one of them be Jewish), and is signed by H. F. Ereaut titled 
Treasurer of The States of Jersey.

It transpires that a lack of currency in Jersey during the Nazi 
Occupation, led to a request to design bank notes for the States of 
Jersey in denominations of 6 pence, 1 shilling, 2 shillings, 10 shillings 
and 1 pound, which were issued in April 1942.  The designer of the 
notes just happened to be Jewish. His name was Edmund Blampied 
and he was an Artist. He was born on a farm in Saint Martin, Jersey 
in 1886. Following his father’s death, he was the last of four boys, 
and was brought up by his mother, Elizabeth, a dressmaker and 
shopkeeper. He married Marianne van Abbe, a Jewess, of Amsterdam 
who was the sister of Dutch-born artists Joseph and Salomon van 
Abbe. They had no children. He remained in Jersey, throughout 

the war and after, mostly working 
in oils and watercolours. In 1948 
he designed a postage stamp to 
celebrate the third anniversary of 
the liberation of Jersey, and he also 
designed the first Jersey regional 
stamp, issued in 1964.

A small number of British and other 
Jews lived on the Channel Islands 
during the 
occupation. 
Most had 
been 
evacuated in 
June 1940, 
but British 
law did not 
allow enemy 
citizens, 
irrespective 
of their 
ethnicity, to enter Britain without 
a permit. When the Germans 
arrived, 18 Jews registered out of an 
estimated 30–50. In October 1940 
German officials issued the first 
anti-Jewish Order, which instructed 
the police to identify Jews as part 
of the civilian registration process. 
Island authorities complied, and 
registration cards were marked 
with red “J”s; additionally, a list 
was compiled of Jewish property, 
including property owned by island 
Jews who had evacuated, which 
was turned over to the German 
authorities. The registered Jews in the 
islands, often with one or two Jewish 
grandparents, were subjected to the 
nine Orders Pertaining to Measures 
Against the Jews, including closing 
their businesses (or placing them 
under Aryan administration), giving 
up their wirelesses, and staying 
indoors for all but one hour per day. 

The civil administrations agonised 

over how far they could oppose 
the orders. Local officials made 
some effort to mitigate anti-Semitic 
measures by the Nazi occupying force, 
and as such refused to require Jews 
to wear identifying yellow stars and 
had most former Jewish businesses 
returned after the war. Officials in 
the registration department procured 

false documents for 
some of those who 
fell within categories 
suspected by the 
Germans. The anti-
Jewish measures 
were not carried out 
systematically. Some 
well-known Jews lived 
through the occupation 
in comparative 
openness, including 
Edmund Blampied’s wife, 
Marianne.   

The 6d note was 
designed by Blampied 
in such a way that the 
word six on the reverse 
incorporated an outsized 
“X” so that when the 
note was folded, the 
result was the resistance 
symbol “V” for victory. A 
year later he was asked 
to design six new postage 

stamps for the island of ½d to 3d, 
and as a sign of resistance he cleverly 
incorporated the initials GR in the 
three penny stamp to display loyalty 
to King George VI. Blampied died in 
Jersey on 26 August 1966, aged 80 
years. His ashes were scattered in St 
Aubin’s Bay, Jersey. A
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Despite the pandemic the Ladies 
and Gentlemen keep knitting.

I am very pleased to include this 
letter from our contact in Efrat, 
Channah Koppel, to whom we post 
the hats.

Dear Hazel
Thank you so much for the 
gorgeous hats for soldiers!!  I’m 
giving them out in Gush Etzion 
for Chanukah. Its good and cold 
here now and you can be sure that 
they will be very, very appreciative 
and that you’ve truly improved 
their service.  It’s not only having 
a warm hat but knowing that 

someone cared enough to knit one.
Your ladies are fantastic, thank 
you so much and may you have a 
wonderful Chanukah, filled with 
light and happiness.
Kol hakavod to the Netanya 
knitters!!
Channah Koppel
Our local Chemist has been most 

helpful.  I am able to leave some 
wool with them, which is labelled for 
a ‘Mrs X’, who will collect the bag.  
Sometimes I collect a number of 
hats in a bag marked: ‘Hazel Broch’.  
‘Where there’s a will there’s a way’!

To the group of Knitters, keep 

Knit Two, Purl Two
by Hazel Broch

knitting - it is so very much 
appreciated.

We do however need a little help 
with providing the wool for our 
knitters.  It costs 25 shekels for two 
balls of wool.  If you would like to 
donate, we would be most grateful.  
This money can be put into the shul 
letterbox, in a sealed envelope, 
marked; ‘wool for Hats’, or to my 
home, 45/33 Shlomo Hamelech, 
Netanya.  Please write your name and 
e-mail on or inside the envelope so 
that you will receive a ‘Thank You’.

If you can knit, you are most 
welcome to join us.  Just get in touch 
with me: 054 7792771.

We are greatly encouraged by 
Channah Koppel, so with her 
encouragement and your support 
to buy the wool, we will continue 
knitting to keep our IDF warm and 
knowing that we care for them.

Wishing you all a Kosher Pesach. A

Wednesday, April 27 2022, 19:30
at McDonald International Shul, 7 McDonald Street, Netanya

Welcome addresses
Jeremy Rosenstein

McDonald International Shul

Projection of 580 Names
of Family Members

Projection of Names of Family Members
(Victims and Survivors of WW2)

Accompanied by the Music from the Film
“Schindler’s List“

played on the violin by Menashe Cibulka

Mincha
Rabbi Meir Lev

Rinat Israel Siddur page 143 - Koren Siddur page 207

Sound of Siren

Jeremy Rosenstein speaks about
XXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Welcome address
Jeremy Rosenstein

Chairman of the New Synagogue “McDonalds“ Netanya

You will be guided through the evening by
Leslie Portnoy

Sound of Siren

K’El Male Rachamim
Rabbi Meir Lev accompanied by Menashe Cibulka

Journeys towards
Re-Birth

בס’’ד

Joint Yom Hashoah Event
Young Israel of North Netanya and

McDonald International Shul

3 movies on "Journeys towards Re-Birth"

Ani Ma’amin
Rabbi Meir Lev accompanied by Menashe Cibulka

Hatikvah

Closing address

3 movies on "Journeys towards Re-Birth"

13 Moves
towards
Re-Birth

The last
Golden Coin

towards
Re-Birth

      The
Shoebox
 Secret
towards
 Re-Birth

This year, a highly motivated
team has produced three very
special films  which will be
shown for the first time and
relate to miracles of survival.
"Journeys towards Re-Birth" is
the common denominator. The
focus is on the painful Shoah
memories of Shul members.

Registration is essential

It is extremely important for the organisers to know in
advance the number of participants in order to be able
to take the appropriate health precautions. The event
will be in full compliance with the current Corona
guidelines. Wearing masks will be compulsory.

Members of both congregations will have received all
details for written registration. If not please get back to
your shul office.

Services

Mincha: 19:00
Ma’ariv: immediately after the event

תשפ’’ב - 2022

Alex Stuart
Young Israel of North Netanya
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The key elements of a successful 
Purim Spiel are parody of contemporary 
situations and personalities and an 
abundance of enthusiasm. On both 
counts YINN’s very own impresario Alan 
Gold (ever supported by his lovely wife 
Ruth) scores full marks.

 By avoiding a continuous sketch 
and adopting the music hall format, 
individual talent can be exploited 
especially as Alan has a knack for 
reaching into musical nostalgia that 
encourages the audience to singalong, 
hum and tap their feet. A format 

enhanced by Alex Stuart’s audio-visual 
support, Marilyn Benson’s keyboard 
skills and Harvey Benson’s percussion 
rhythms.

However talented the cast, no show 
will strike the right note without the 
backroom team, Assistant Directors 
(Avril Kormornick and Martin Carr) and 
Stage Manager (Andy Kormornick) 
and Wardrobe and Props (Stephanie 
Plaskow) all of whom ably carried out 
their allotted tasks with consummate 
expertise.

It would be invidious to single out an 
individual member of 
the cast as everyone 
performed their role 
so entertainingly 
and professionally. 
For me the particular 
highlights were History 
Rewritten - rhyming 
cockney slang once 
the language of every 
London cabbie (before 
Minicabs and Uber) 
and Cockney Singsong 
the linguistic style of 

those born within the sound of Bow 
Bells.

The King and Me enabled Eze Silas, 
prompted by Alan Gold, to display 
his versality on stage and the other 
sketches highlighted the hidden talents 
of Janet Elkoubi, Vivienne Siminoff, and 
Melanie Wind. 

Anything You Can Do brought back 
memories of Irving Berlin’s Annie Get 
Your Gun (from which the Spiel’s theme 
is taken) with Betty Hutton and Howard 
Keel and was played at The London 
Palladium in the late 1940’s after the 

Second World ended. (A giveaway of this 
reviewer’s age).

Lack of space prevents me doing 
justice to every member of the star-
studded cast. Paulette Woolf’s innate 
effervescence melded brilliantly with 
her so English partners; Hilton Share 
abandoned his familiar liturgical 
chorister’s role to reveal a talent to 
croon in Crosby and Sinatra mode as did 
Tony Plaskow’s rendition of The Lady is 
a Tramp and Neville Gatoff’s Let It Be. 
The Rabbi displayed his unabashed 
showbiz ambition and the indomitable 
Bella Fielding reasserted her form as a 
formidable actress. 

The excruciating puns in the Fish on 
the Menu sketch had a Rosemarine 
flavour where so many members dine 
regularly. 

The Finale emphasized the wonderful sense of 
community that YINN exemplifies, thanks to the scores 
of dedicated individuals who make up its vibrant 
congregation. 

It really was a thoroughly enjoyable performance and 
proved the adage that there definitely is No Business 
like Show (aka Spiel) Business, thanks to the manifest 
efforts of everyone involved with the production. 

Purim Spiel 5782
by Raymond Cannon
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Community Reports
Charity Committee 

We thank the members of the 
community for their generous 
response to the recent Purim appeal. 
Donations totaling 22,053.70 shekels 
were received. The money was 
distributed on Purim day, as required 
by halacha, to individuals and to 
organisations who distributed on the 
day to needy persons.

Our appeal for Pesach has been 
circulated and we look forward to your 
generous donations to ensure the 
sedarim and other purposes of the 
appeal.

Members of the committee meet 
as required, and are in touch with 
one another constantly between 
meetings, to deal with the needs 
of individuals and of charitable 
organisations in Israel.

The committee observes strict 
confidentiality and we involve a 
professional social worker to advise 
us when appropriate. We do not use 
any of the donations received for 
administrative costs or publicity. We 
act with utmost transparency and 
employ diligent checks to ensure 
that donations are used lawfully and 
properly.  

We hope that the Congregation will 
continue to generously support the 
work of the committee. You can be 
assured that your contributions will 
be used carefully. 

If members know of cases of general 
need, or wish to talk with members of 
the committee about its work, would 
they please contact one of us.

We remind the community that in 
order to maintain confidentiality, 
the committee purposely consists 
of 3 people, the Rabbi and 2 lay 
members. By agreement, so as to 
encourage new participation, one of 
the lay members will retire at the next 

AGM to make place for a new elected 
member. The current lay  members are 
Joe Wahnon and myself. After many 
years of service on the committee I 
shall be retiring, and wish the newly 
elected member every success.

Eze Silas - Chairman 

Chevra Kadisha Report

Following removal of some 
restrictions we have been able to 
return to assistance  with davening 
at shiva houses.  In addition to 
the mourners’ meal, we have also 
been able to provide other meals 
for mourners. We hope that there 
will be no return of restrictions that 
will prevent us from continuing 
these services when required by the 
community.

We have carried out our duty 
to assist mourners by arranging 
funerals and stone settings together 
with minyanim for these occasions. 
Kol Hakavod to all our gentlemen 
members who, when requested, 
turned up at funerals and stone 
settings to make up a minyan.

We remind members of the 
significant developments in the 
regulations affecting burial in 
Netanya.  There is a problem of 
shortage of land in the context of a 
fast-growing local population. 

The double burial scheme in force 
up to Sukkot 2020 has changed to 
three persons and will shortly become 
four. Married couples may still reserve 
a double vertical plot at approximately 
6,000 NIS. Reservation of a plot 
by the side is no longer available. 
Reservation and payment must be 
made at the time of the first burial. 
Payment by installments is accepted.

The most profound change is in the 
status of single people. Previously 

single people, who are registered 
Netanya residents or who may die 
in Netanya, were entitled to burial 
in a single plot free of charge. The 
choice now lies between intement in 
a separate plot at the cost of 20,000 
shekels or free of charge on top of a 
grave of someone of the same gender 
and the same religious standard, e.g., 
a shomrei Shabbat person over the 
grave of another shomrei Shabbat 
person.

New rules and costs have also 
been introduced for burial in Netanya 
cemetery for relatives and visitors 
from other cities in Israel and from 
abroad.

The booklet of procedure and 
customs for Burial in Netanya, 
prepared and distributed some 5 
years ago, is still of assistance at 
the sad time of the loss of a loved 
one. Your committee is considering a 
second edition of our Guide to Burial 
to reflect the current situation. This 
booklet would include many details 
for which there is insufficient space 
in this report.  If anyone, in particular 
new members who may not know of 
our service, needs a copy, information 
or further explanation they may 
contact me or any member of the 
committee.  

Persons wishing to discuss 
any issue relating to burial in 
Netanya should contact me in strict 
confidence. 

I would like to express my thanks to 
Rabbi Boudilovsky for his assistance 
in our work. Thanks also to my 
colleagues, Alan Gold, Yitzhak Bakst, 
Ken Bender and Phyllis Carr who are 
always ready to assist when required. 

My thanks also to Avril and Andy 
Kormornick for providing a gazebo at 
the graveside when necessary.  

I hope that the Congregation will 

have little need of whatever services 
we can provide, but all should know 
that each of us is willing and ready to 
assist in any way that we can. 

We wish all the members of the 
Congregation a Pesach Kasher V’ 
Sameach. Stay safe and healthy.

Eze Silas, Chairman 

A Word From The Gabbai

For the first time in two years my 
report will describe normalcy and 
not all the logistical gymnastics that 
we had to adopt since the advent of 
Covid in order to maintain services al 
pi Halacha and the convoluted steps 
we had to take to be able to present 
the myriad of educational and social 
programs that we all enjoy.

For the Yamim Noraim and Succot 
we were able to conduct one service 
in shul and another in parallel 
outdoors in the Sea Opera succah. 
That was a vast improvement over 
the four or five services we had to 
hold the previous year. Also meant 
that except for a little assistance 
from Menachem Luk, the Baal Tokea, 
we ran the services using our own 
members as the shelichei tzibbur.

Since that time our members 
have received their third and fourth 
shots, the government regulations 
have been significantly relaxed and 
therefore there are no more maximum 
constraints on occupancy of the 
building. In addition the Tav Yarok 
is a thing of the past and all we now 
demand of everyone is that they wear 
a mask over their nose and mouth.  
Alcogel is freely available in shul 
and those who prefer not to shake 
hands are welcome to bump elbows 
as a surrogate greeting. The multiple 
minyanim we now hold over Shabbat 
are being maintained voluntarily 

by request of the 
membership and 
not by regulation. 
On Shabbat 
morning the 7:00 
am minyan has its diehard supporters 
who kindly finish in time for the 9:15 
am minyan to start.  The 8:30 am 
Nusach Sefard minyan continues in 
the Bortz Room under the watchful 
eyes of Adin Glass and Dr Yeshayahu 
Lehman. For those who still feel 
more comfortable outdoors we 
also maintain the 8:30 am minyan 
outside 32 Nitza. That minyan is also 
held Friday evening and Shabbat 
minchah. Thanks are due to our 
regular Baalei Kria  Tomer Landau, 
Elie Berlin and Michael Leibowitz with 
assistance from Jacob Michel. They 
are the critical components of these 
minyanim without whom we would 
not be able to conduct services. 
Thanks also to our gabbaim Andrew 
Kormornick, Asher Edery, Hilton Share 
and Neville Gatoff with assistance 
from Alan Gold, Tony Plaskow and 
most recently Ken Bender. At various 
times Neville Gatoff and Alan Gold  
have been instrumental in negotiating 
with the vaad habayit at each of our 
offsite locations during the past six 
months.

In order to minimize unnecessary 
touching we have really only given up 
on two features of shul procedure. We 
no longer walk the Sefer Torah around 
the perimeter of the shul and we have 
given up the use of the Aliya kibud 
cards which we initiated three years 
ago. It is now a pleasure to welcome 
back many of our overseas members 
who had to stay away for the past 
two years and who previously could 
only come if they maneuvered the 
tricky path of demonstrating a close 
connection to Israeli family. Now the 

skies have reopened and we are all 
grateful for that.

In other news we ran a second 
year of Zoom Melave Malkas over 
the winter months featuring talks by 
Rabbi Boudilovsky, by shul members 
and by a number of outside guest 
speakers.   The majority of these 
meetings took the format of a lecture 
followed by a discussion but we also 
presented two music programs in the 
series. I personally have continued 
working with the Rabbi, with Alan 
Gold and with others to arrange, 
monitor and record their various 
Zoom shiurim and programs which 
are all accessible for viewing on 
the shul Web site. Yahrzeit notices 
are being e-mailed monthly to all 
members and those few who do not 
utilize e-mail are notified in person by 
Eze Silas. One side benefit of holding 
multiple minyanim on Shabbat 
is that every male member with a 
forthcoming Yahrzeit is guaranteed 
an aliya in shul on the preceding 
Shabbat without the need for hosafot, 
i.e. breaking the leining up into more 
than seven aliyot. For dissemination 
of all information to the membership 
at large we continue to make 
extensive use of WhatsApp backed 
up by e-mails to those members who 
do not have WhatsApp installed on 
their phones. That way everyone 
who wants to remain well-informed 
regardless of their physical location 
can do so at the click of a button.

We all need to remember that we 
are not out of the Covid woods yet 
but let us hope and pray that the 
programs and procedures that we 
currently enjoy will not again have 
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broaden the idea being presented, 
without translating it. Questions that 
arise can be answered by anyone who 
chooses to do so. The whole session 
takes on the format of a chaburah, 
a mutual study group, not a formal 
class. English is only used when 
absolutely necessary to explain a 
nuance. The source material we use 
is generally derived from the writings 
of contemporary Torah scholars who 
write in a modern Israeli Hebrew style 
using a minimum of Aramaic phrases. 
However, as a linguistic challenge, 
we sometimes do use Divrei Torah 
written by Rashei Yeshiva and others 
who employ a more classical Rabbinic 
style.

Due to the demographic nature of 
our community many of our members 
rarely have an opportunity to speak 
Hebrew. Although not an ulpan-
style meeting this group provides an 
opportunity for some conversation 
within the framework of learning 
Torah in Lashon Hakodesh. If anyone 
feels they would like to join or try out 
the Ivrit Parsha Group please e-mail 
me at davidfeiler2@gmail.com

David Feiler

Tarbut Committee Report 

It is difficult to judge the success of 
the recent YINN Tarbut Evenings as 
they were all held via Zoom where 
some people watched the recorded 
sessions and others participated in 
the live sessions. Be that as it may, 
our most successful evening was 
hosted by Eze Silas talking about 
the history of YINN and the vision of 
those who founded our Shul. We were 
especially  privileged to see and hear 
the favorable comments  of Rabbi 
Morowitz whose drive and vision  
shaped Young Israel of North Netan-
ya into today’s vibrant community. 
Rabbi Morowitz wanted YINN to be 
more than just a place for prayer but a 
community hub. Although employed 

on a part-time basis, Rabbi Morowitz 
devoted much of his personal time 
and energy to YINN. Rav Morowitz is 
sorely missed.

I would like to thank all our 
speakers for their contribution to the 
Tarbut Evenings. I must thank the 
members of the Tarbut Committee , 
Mervyn Leviton, Mary Jane Pollack, 
Eze Silas and Vivienne Simenoff. 
Behind the scenes , Therese 
Berkowitz has been an invaluable 
help with the graphic design and Alex 
Stuart has ensured our meetings were 
publicized in the Shul weekly diary. 
A special thanks to our indefatigable 
Zoom Master David Feiler who 
supervised the technical aspects of 
our zoom meetings.

I hope that the Tarbut Evenings for 
Autumn 2022 will be held back in the 
George Goddard Hall so we can enjoy 
these Tarbut Evenings all together as 
before. Please feel free to send any 
suggestions for future meetings. We 
are always looking for good idea

Wishing you all a Chag Pesach 
Sameach.

Brian    sophenberg@aol.com 

Table Tennis 

As I started to write this, word 
reached me with the sad news of 
the passing away of Chaim Corney. 
Chayim was a founder member of the 
chug. He was very popular, a good 
sportsman and played a great game 
with his scintillating backhand that 
sent everybody the wrong way. We 
extend our deepest sympathies 
to and wish the family a Chayim 
Aruchim.

Due to the pandemic, table tennis 
was suspended for a while, but I am 
delighted to report that it is now back 
in action.  

I welcome several new players who 
have recently come on Aliyah. As 
previously, we meet on Sunday and 
Wednesday afternoons from 2.30 pm 

to be curtailed.  We are also hopeful 
that in the not too distant future we 
will again be in a position to restart 
Kiddushim, Seudot Shlishiot and 
special occasion meals in the George 
Goddard Hall.

David Feiler

Monday Club Report

It is hard to believe that we will have 
celebrated our second birthday by 
the time this magazine is circulated. 
The Virtual Monday Club came 
about in April 2000 as a reaction to 
the first lockdown when the entire 
shul went online or not at all. I then 
envisaged a lifetime of three, maybe 
ten, weeks until normal service in 
the shape of the previous monthly 
real-time Club would resume. It was 
also my presumption that the people 
responsible for the original Monday 
Club would want to play a part in 
running the virtual variation. So much 
for prediction.

Two years later, I now liken myself 
to a BBC Radio 4 producer with an 
hour to fill each week but without 
a network of senior management 
to whom I must seek approval for 
everything I do. The only judge of 
our success is our audience, and 
this remains steady at between 30 
and 45 “live” with many more on the 
recordings. One of my friends, who 
shall remain anonymous, tells me she 
always tunes in to the recordings at 
midnight on Mondays.

We continue to have a mixture 
of topics, serious and otherwise. 
Among our guest speakers, I am 
particularly indebted to four regulars: 
Yanki Fachler, Professor David 
Newman, Rabbi Jeremy Rosen, and 
Nicole Levin. I am also most grateful 
to many Club members who have 
devised programmes, including Hazel 
Broch, Micky Green, Jackie Jacobs, 
Marlene Knepler, and Ruth Rogoff. 
The wonders of the ever-growing 

YouTube library mean that there is 
always something new to feature, and 
the continuing superb support that I 
receive from my “co-producer,” David 
Feiler, ensures that we keep the show 
on the road.

Our Chairman, Graham Nussbaum, 
welcomed the project on its 
foundation and has supported us 
enthusiastically throughout the past 
two years.

Here’s to year three. Chag Pesach 
Sameach.

Alan Gold

Daf Yomi Report

Since the publication of the Rosh 
Hashanah magazine, the Daf Yomi 
Shiur has completed the last six 
masechtot of Seder Moed. The Siyum 
on Seder Moed will IY”H be celebrated 
on Erev Pesach. We are now learning 
the challenging tractate Yevamot 
which deals with Yibum (levirate 
marriages) and Chalitzah. About 8 or 
9 hardy folks attend the Shiur daily.

Although most of the Shiurim, 
during the past six months were 
delivered “Al Pi Zoom,” we are now 
meeting live, B”H, in the Bortz Beit 
Hamidrash, Sunday-Friday after 
Shacharit, 8:00-9:00 am. 

I would like to thank our Daf Yomi 
group for their diligence and sharp 
questions. They keep me on my toes. I 
also wish to thank all those who have 
substituted for me on occasion.

 Miriam joins me in wishing all a 
Chag Pesach Kasher V’Sameach. 

Rabbi Ozer (Edward) Feigelman,  
YINN Daf Yomi Maggid Shiur

Report of the Irgun Nashim

Needless to say it is very frustrating 
to be the chairperson of the Irgun 
Nashim during this pandemic.

What can I report when sadly 
kiddushim hardly  ever happened, 
yet together with the Team Leaders 

we did manage to put on a few 
kiddushim albeit outdoors, including 
that of a special barmitzvah boy, and 
since then thanks to the recent good 
weather we have been able to set out 
an outside simple kiddush every week 
bar one.

These were not at all easy to 
manage but we did it. It did cheer 
our members who could actually see 
some faces when the masks were 
removed to drink and eat.

We are of course under the 
guidance of our Chairman, Graham 
Nussbaum, who together with his 
team, have been a tower of strength 
to keep to the Covid 19 guidelines 
thus keeping us safe.

The Team Leaders meet as and 
when necessary to discuss our 
situation in the hope that maybe we 
can be available should the occasion 
arise.

We are hoping that in the near 
future we will be back on duty for our 
popular kiddushim, seudot shelishit 
and other events for our shul.

Wishing Rabbi Boruch, Esther and 
his family, the honorary officers, the 
board and all our members a healthy 
and Kosher Pesach.

Betty Wahnon, Chairman 

YINN Ivrit Parsha Group

The Ivrit Parsha Group is now in 
its 9th year of continuous operation. 
Like all other YINN activities, other 
than shul services, it has morphed 
to a Zoom-only medium.   This group 
is aimed at students whose Hebrew 
level is considerably higher than 
post-ulpan.  Each week in advance 
I distribute one or two Divrei Torah 
on the Parsha or on a forthcoming 
chag and then at the Zoom meeting 
we carefully review each article.  We 
go around the “Zoom room” as each 
member of the class is invited to 
read a few lines out loud to the group 
and then together we explain and 

to 4.30 p.m.  It is great exercise no 
matter how you hit or miss the ball.

We have a small but happy 
attendance, with cold drinks and 5 
NIS to play. This charge has never 
increased over twenty years, so it is a 
real bargain.

Many donations have been made 
from the proceeds over the years to 
local charities which include The Shul, 
Laniado hospital, Soldiers Welfare 
(AWIS) and Willing Hands, to name 
but a few.

So, Ladies and Gentlemen come 
along, it’s Ping Pong; you will be 
made very welcome.

Jaques Broch  

Aubrey Blitz, the Honorary 
Life President of YINN, taught 
me everything I wanted to know 
about the Shul building, basically 
from the roof to the George 
Goddard Hall. This proved to 
be extremely useful. Aubrey’s 
responses to my questions were 
immediate and detailed. He has 
always delighted to pass on his 
knowledge. Aubrey, I thank you.

Ruth and Barry Lyons have 
always been incredibly helpful by 
being prepared to discuss with 
me various protocols of YINN. 
They have always been available 
to help me as I endeavoured to 
get to know as many members 
as possible. Their replies to me 
were virtually instantaneous, 
always accurate and given with 
pleasure. Ruth and Barry, I thank 
you. A

Thank You to Three 
Stalwarts of the 
Community
Graham Nussbaum
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Executive
Graham Nussbaum  Chairman of the Board  054-748 9295

Alex Stuart  Vice Chairman 09-861 5723

Andrew Kaye  Honorary Treasurer  09 832 0898

David Feiler Senior Gabbai  077-780 1369

Activities
Art Group  Sandra Catalove  09-862 1933

Building and Maintenance  Gerald Barnett  052-403 7946

Chevra Kadisha  Eze Silas (Chairman)  09-862 8737 

 Alan Gold  050-215 0697 

 Yitzhak Bakst  09-887 2474 

 Phyllis Carr  052-379 0740

Charity Committee Eze Silas 09-862 8737

Children’s Corner  Hazel Broch  09-834 2653

Daily Minyanim Asher Edery 054-690 5646

Education / Tarbut Series  Brian Sopher 058-549 5499

Hospital Car Pool  Neville Gatoff  058-766 8222

Irgun Nashim  Betty Wahnon - Chairperson  054-789 5887 

 Ruth Gold - Treasurer  077-530 1758

Ladies Keep Fit  Joyce Berman 054-640 4585

Magazine  Sharon Carr  058-780 0353  

  yinnmagazine@sandicarr.com

Magazine Advertising  Ivor Carr  058-780 0352 

 June Weinberg (Pesach greetings)  09-861 7710

Medical  Susan Rosenberg 058-600 7086 

 Brian Sopher 058-549 5499

Sale of Seats / Seats for Yomim Noraim  Barry Lyons  09-833 5041

Security  Ian Marks 052-256 9995

Shul Management  Gerald Barnett  052-403 7946

Social Secretary  Ruth Lyons  09-833 5041

Table Tennis Chug  Jaques Broch  09-834 2653

Tiyyulim to Eilat  Rosalind Goldstein  052-585 3025 

 Harvey Green   052 307 5952

Virtual Monday Club  Alan Gold  050-215 0697

Window Sales  Eze Silas  09-862 8737

Yahrzeit Boards  Tony Plaskow  054-653 0657 

 Alan Gold  050-215 0697

Youth Activities and Minyan  Dr Yehoshua Lehman  09-882 1261

Youth Minyan  Adin Glass  052-834 1019

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Rabbi Boruch Boudilovsky   054-525 9490



You’re never alone with Anthony and the Shipony team. 

•  Our dedicated English speaking staff will help you navigate the complexities in Israel with 
any insurance including emergency plumbing, car break down or health problems.

•  We provide a description of every apartment policy in English that includes what is 
covered and what is not.

•  We have the advantage of being able to compare premiums from all Insurance Companies 
for the most advantageous rates and conditions to suit the needs for Home and Car 
owners, including substantial savings for low mileage drivers (under 10,000 kms per 
year).

•  Our Home Owners Insurance can include Terrorism Cover for Contents and Buildings, 
damage to contents after a burst pipe event and special cover for dati’im. Special 
conditions for owners with renters. We also insure Hearing Aids: all risks in Israel and 
overseas.

•  We offer private Diagnosis and Ambulatory Coverage including M.R.I., C.T. and ultrasound 
which does not depend on age or health conditions, thereby avoiding long waiting times.

•  Our Travel Insurance covers all conditions and travellers until 91 years old with Medassis 
24/7 emergency service. Travel Insurance now includes cover for Covid 19.  
Tourist Insurance including Covid 19 US $3 per day until 65. 

CalI Anthony Marcovitch
shipoam@gmail.com

054-4231386
for caring and personal service at all times

Shipony wishes all of our clients a Chag Sameach v’ Kasher, a year of health,  
peace and prosperity

Leading Insurance Agency
Mazal tov! Established for 50 Years  

Serving the English Speaking Community

SHIPONY INSURANCE AGENCY LTD
24 RECHOV SHMUEL HANATZIV, NETANYA, 42100   09 8629595


