
Minutes of Young Israel of North Netanya AGM held on 

Thursday 6th May 2021, at 8:15pm on Zoom 

 

Attendance 

Attendance as per register attached to the AGM minutes held on file. 

 

1. Welcome 

Given by the Chairman, Graham Nussbaum.  

Graham read out the names of those members of the Shul who had passed away since 

the last AGM on November 5th, 2020. He asked for a moment of contemplation in their 

memory and in their honour. 

 

2. D’var Torah 

Rabbi Boudilovsky gave a D’var Torah and thanked the current Executive and Board 

and encouraged the incoming Executive and Board. 

 

3. Minutes of last year’s AGM  

Gerald Barnett proposed and Alex Stuart seconded last year`s AGM minutes. 

 

4. Matters arising from those Minutes 

There were no matters arising. 

 

5. Chairman’s Report 

Given by Graham Nussbaum.  

So what has happened since our last AGM on 5 November 2020? 

Zoom, zoom, zoom. Zoom is still a key component in the life of the Community.  

Chanukah was celebrated on Zoom by going on a virtual tour led by Josh Hartuv 

exploring the Maccabees. 

On Tu B’shvat we honoured our Neshei Chayil Sala Newton-Katz and Joanna Rosenberg 

with a Zoom L’Chaim followed by entertainment chosen by Sala and Joanna. It was a 

very enjoyable occasion. 



The Purim Spiel came over well on Zoom because of the excellence of the production 

and a cast who were determined to put us in the Purim mood, which they certainly 

did. It was not easy to replicate the highly social event on screen but they did. The 

talented cast was moulded into a high quality fun show by Alan Gold assisted by Martin 

Carr, Avril Kormornick and Alex Stuart. Marilyn Benson is an accomplished pianist who 

made the show go with a swing. 

The Zoom Yom Hashoa programme featured Sala Newton-Katz, Ruth Rogoff, Elhanan 

Diesendruck and Monique and Jacques Korolnyk. The presentation, which was 

produced by Jacques and Edoardo, was moving and at the same time inspiring. 

There was a Yom Hazikaron/Yom Ha’atzmaut service held in Shul which was also on 

Zoom. Rabbi Ed Feigelman gave a Shiur and Hadran as a Zechut to the memory of our 

fallen soldiers and those who were murdered in terrorist atrocities.  

Rabbi Boudilovsky’s sermon at the service was so good that it was the main topic of 

conversation the following day. When the Rabbi speaks to us his preparation is 

meticulous which means that his message is appropriate, new and invigorating, we are 

lucky to have such a Rabbi. The more I work with the Rabbi the more I admire him 

The service was followed by a zoom Yom Ha’atzmaut celebration which was put 

together by Jacky and Mike Jacobs and David Feiler. This was an extremely well done 

reflection on the founding of the State of Israel and its early years. 

As the number of people permitted to attend services has risen significantly, we are 

slowly returning to normal, albeit a new normal. “Day by Day” has been the motto for 

over a year and will continue to be so. 

YINN’s switch to electronic communication is now complete with an Electric Notice 

Board, in place in the foyer. The Notice Board is linked to the Website which enables 

Alex to keep the notices up to date and relevant. The Board was generously donated. 

We will maintain a hand delivery service for the few people who need this form of 

communication. There is a link to the Shul magazine on the website but a printed copy 

of the magazine will continue to be hand delivered to all local members. Sharon you 

did a really good job with the Pesach magazine.  

Even though the Shul’s management has become high-tech there is always a need for 

the human touch.  We could not manage without Ruth and Barry Lyons’ knowledge of 

the Community and their expertise. 

Every week the Community has had two “must go to” Zoom programmes - the Virtual 

Monday Club created and presented by Alan Gold, which celebrated its first Birthday 

recently and the Melave Malka created and presented by David Feiler. Both these 



programmes have helped to keep the Community together during the pandemic by 

providing great speakers and entertainment. Due to Shabbat ending later, now the 

Melave Malka is taking time out. However, the Monday Club is slated to continue.  

Rabbi David Woolf’s Shiurim certainly brings people together. David’s knowledge and 

engaging personality means that his Shiurim are eagerly anticipated. 

Rabbi Ed Feigelman, whose knowledge is so deep, ensured that the Daf Yomi Shiur 

continued during the Pandemic  

Commonly used expressions at a given time in history give an insight into the society 

of the day. For example, people who speak on Zoom often preface their comments 

with “can you hear me” followed by a chorus of “unmute yourself”, if they cannot be 

heard. 

Or when you are about to enter the Shul you are met by Mark Collins and Ian Marks 

who wish you Shabbat Shalom followed by the catch phrase of the era “please can I 

see your Green Passport”. Who would have thought you would have to produce a 

passport to enter Shul? We have consistently adhered to the Covid-19 regulations and 

will continue to do so. 

So we continue on a steady course to the new normal, “Day by Day”. 

This would not have been possible without the help of so many people whose job for 

the Shul is an integral part of their lives. They love the Shul and we love them. 

Creative thinking has been the order of the day for the past year, implementing these 

ideas for the common good has been possible because of the excellence and sheer 

hard work of my colleagues on the Executive and the Board. 

However, nothing would have succeeded without the resilience, encouragement, 

support and understanding of you, OUR MEMBERS. 

THANK YOU!   ONE AND ALL. 

Addendum – Repairs to the outside of the building 

In addition to my report I would like to inform you of a project on the horizon. 

During the last few months, many improvements have been made inside the shul but 

the exterior is in very poor condition and needs urgent repairs. The small tiles are 

coming off, sections of the concrete envelope are crumbling, the cladding needs 

attention and rain is entering the Hall. We need to raise at least 190,000 Shekel for 

repairs and restorations but the work cannot start until we have raised the funds. 

We have formulated the following plan 



1 We will contact the Iriya and the Chief Rabbi of Netanya to see if funds are available 

to help us with the project, we will also try to raise money from Trust Funds. If anyone 

can suggest suitable Trust Funds to approach, please contact me. 

2 We will endeavour to find sponsors within the Community to dedicate windows 

inside Shul, also sponsors to join together to dedicate the beautifully refurbished 

window at the front of the Shul and the refurbished Chanukia on the outside of the 

building. These funds will go into the Building fund. 

3 There will also be an appeal to our members, not a levy, for the remaining funds 

required 

We will need your help to see this essential project through.  Thank you 

 

6. Report of the Charity Commission. 

Eze Silas reported on behalf of the Charity Committee.  

It is five months since the last AGM on November 5th, 2020. In that report I mentioned 

the donations received and grants distributed to October 30th 2020. Since then the 

committee has dealt with personal donations received, money from the Shul boxes, 

and the receipts from two appeals, one for Purim and the second for Pesach. The Purim 

appeal was combined with an innovation, Purim eCards, which resulted in generous 

donations from the community in excess of what we had received in previous years. 

We collected 30,331 shekels, all of which was distributed on Purim day in accordance 

with halacha. The Pesach appeal brought in 21,030 shekels, which also exceeded what 

we had received in previous years. As a result, we were able to sponsor two communal 

Sedarim, one organised by the Central Charity of Netanya for Poor Families and the 

other by Chabad for the Needy in the Russian community.  

We also made grants to individuals to assist with their Pesach requirements.  

Most of the donations of 25,397 shekels which we received from the Corona appeal 

last year has been distributed. There is a small amount left to meet any new 

applications.  

The Committee also deals with a wedding fund for couples starting life together, the 

money for which fund has been provided by a member of the community.  

The Committee consists of Rabbi Boudilovsky, Joe Wahnon and myself. It is proposed 

that, at the next AGM, membership of the Committee will be opened to an elected 

lady or gentleman to replace a lay member, who will retire. For the protection of 

confidentiality, the Committee will continue to comprise three people.  

I would like to place on record thanks to the Committee for the generous donations 

received from the community, which enables us to provide assistance in complete 



confidence to worthy individuals and organisations. Please contact any member of the 

Committee if you know of cases of support, even if it may be temporary, by way of a 

loan.  

Thank you. 

Graham thanked Eze and the Committee for the vital work they do. 

 

7. Treasurer’s Report and Presentation of the Annual Accounts for 2020 

Andrew Kaye gave his report  

Because of the order of proceedings this evening, several of the issues in my written 

Treasurer’s report, which has already been distributed, have been dealt with in the 

minutes of the last AGM and reported by our Chairman and the Charity Committee. I 

shall therefore pass over those for the moment. My comments are additional to those 

in my report circulated with the accounts.  

Results for 2020 show an overall surplus of NIS 72,000 before a depreciation charge of 

NIS 113,000, which an historical write down of costs of buildings, fixtures, fittings and 

air conditioning that gave us a final net deficit of NIS 40,581. That compared to last 

year with a depreciation cost of NIS 107,000 and a final net deficit of NIS 224,000 the 

previous year. Our net working resources, which is net assets, cash, debtors net of 

creditors, stood at NIS 157,000, up some NIS 74,000 from a figure of NIS 83,000 last 

year. Very much this increase arises form a specific donation received for our extensive 

buildings and maintenance works of NIS 55,000, with some NIS 40,000 raised from sale 

of windows and NIS 10,000 from sales of seats in the Shul. Membership fees at NIS 

508,000 were up from NIS 473,000 the previous year. They reflect our increased 

membership which at the end of 2020 stood at 442 members, 309 full and 133 

associate members. We had quite a few members joining us during the year from 

people who have made aliya, moved into the area or joined us from other local Shuls. 

As far as concerns membership fees, the rate difference between December and 

January this year enabled us not to increase the fees from the United Kingdom as 

envisaged in our November 2020 AGM.  

I am not proposing an increase in our membership fees for 2022 which will remain at 

the present level, which will be a third year at that level.  

One correction required to the accounts concerns the allocation of income shown for 

books and Machzorim, for which I must thank our Audit Committee for bringing to my 

attention. There was income of some NIS 24,000 received and NIS 13,000 paid out, 

inadvertently netted off but should have been added to donations received, and I can 

assure you that this has no effect whatsoever on our results. That correction effectively 

means that donations to the Shul for which it relies as part of its core income from 



Aliyot, membership contributions and other requests is roughly similar to the previous 

year of NIS 104,000.  

That concludes additional comments on the material which I have already circulated.  

Over the past few months, members will have noticed that the ability to pay money to 

the Shul by credit card on line is now available using the services of PayPal that Alex 

has set up, and later on this year we are hoping that members will be able to access 

their Shul accounts on line in a secure manner. 

The Shul office was closed down last Purim at the onset of the virus and at the moment 

it remains closed.  

That concludes all I have to say on the accounts.  

Graham then called for a proposer and seconder to approve the accounts – proposed 

by Vivienne Simenoff, seconded by Ian Marks. 

Graham wanted to take the opportunity of thanking Andrew for being a brilliant 

Treasurer, a great team player and a good friend. Thank you for all that you do for the 

Shul.  

 

8. Report of the Audit Committee 

Neville Gatoff gave the following report on behalf of David Gillis and himself: 

“We can confirm that we have reviewed the accounts for the year ended 31 December 

2020 and the notes and treasurers report supporting the accounts. We have made 

inquiries with the treasurer as we deemed appropriate including internal controls to 

safeguard the assets of the shul and to ensure income and expenditure are appropriate 

and properly overseen by the Executive. We have no reason to doubt that the financial 

statements do not show a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the shul at 31 

December 2020. Thanks to my joint auditor David Gillis”. 

 

9. Report of the Senior Gabbai 

David Feiler gave the following report: 

Since our previous AGM was held in November 2020 just 6 months ago we already 

reported on all the special arrangements we had to make for the Yamim Noraim.  Since 

then, we have settled back into a certain level of routine consistent with the ever-

changing Corona capacity regulations. 

For a while we were limited to 10 inside and 20 outside.   That clearly implied that we 

could not accommodate women inside the shul during those winter months.  We 



coped by holding “Bingo” Minyanim on Shabbatot; two at number 44, one at number 

55 and one at number 32 plus one in Shul.  It was a challenge to find baalei kria to lein 

at each Minyan and thanks are due in particular to Ronnie Lawrence, Jacob Michel, Dr 

Joseph Berger and Eli Berlin.  Ronnie and Eli often leined twice on a Shabbat morning 

in order to maintain these Minyanim.   A few women did chose to come to these 

outdoors locations.  We also held each morning two weekday Shacharit services at 

number 44.   We published a weekly attendance survey for Shabbat and admittance 

was only permitted by prior reservation.   Occasionally we had to ask some men to 

switch over to their second-choice Minyan or even stand down one week in order to 

conform to the strict limits.    The strong Netanya winds sometimes made the outdoors 

Minyanim appear to the casual observer as if a group of superheroes were battling the 

elements as their white capes were flying tempestuously around their shoulders!   

Despite the wind and rain, we only had to cancel a couple of Minyanim.  Thanks are 

due to Tony Plaskow, Neville Gatoff and Alan Gold for executing the technical 

arrangements at each off-site location and for working with the vaadei bayit of each 

building in order to secure the agreement of the residents. 

As we know the advent of the vaccinations has resulted in a dramatic relaxation of the 

regulations.  For the past couple of months, we have been permitted to accommodate 

85 men and 65 women inside shul providing they have had their two shots and have 

the Tav Yarok certificate to prove it.  Mark Collins, with his medical background, has 

stepped up into the role of Administrator of the Covid documentation, and he, 

together with Alex Stuart and Ian Marks, are the officers on duty at the front door for 

each service to validate the admission of visitors.  Any guests who turned up without 

the requisite documentation were redirected to number 55.  The result is that we now 

hold two Shabbat Minyanim in shul, one at 7:00 am and the second at 9:15.  It has 

been a real pleasure to welcome back into the shul a number of our members who 

have been hibernating for the past year.  We still maintain one outdoors Minyan at 

number 55 because there are a few members who, out of an abundance of caution, 

still prefer to daven outdoors plus there are sometimes visiting grandchildren whom 

we want to accommodate.  In particular, over Pesach we had many such visitors who 

availed themselves of this opportunity to daven with their family members.  Thanks 

are due to Neville Gatoff for working with his building VAAD and for being the Gabbai 

at that service.  Recently Hilton Share has organized a rota of members to daven 

periodically at number 55 in order to provide some alternative baalei tefilla there. 

We no longer conduct a weekly survey since we can now comfortably accommodate 

all those who wish to attend.  However, each week I do ask everyone to indicate any 

attendance plans that differ from the previous week so that we can maintain some 

control and also, at least for the men, that allows us to easily plan the Aliyot in order 

to recognize forthcoming Yahrzeits, smachot etc.  One positive side benefit of the dual 



services is we no longer need to make hosafot (extra Aliyot) in the leining but we do 

keep detailed records in order to allocate Aliyot equitably. 

A number of people have asked me whether we are going to combine the two shul 

Minyanim back to an 8:00 am start as in pre-Corona days.  For now, the answer is no 

since we are still constrained within the 85 men limit.  In addition, we have discovered 

that the choice of 7:00 and 9:15 alternatives suits a lot of our members.  For many of 

our ex-United Synagogue members 9:15 is what they were used to for over 50 years.  

On the other hand, we have a significant number of early risers for whom 7:00 is ideal.  

The limiting factor is baalei kria.  As long as we can take care of the leining then the 

rest will fall into place. 

Over the recent chagim we made some special efforts to include everyone.  On 

Chanukah Dudu Fisher lit the chanukiah on the third night and we broadcast that over 

Zoom and followed it with a Chanukah Melave Malka.  On Purim evening we read the 

Megillah in shul as usual but it was also broadcast by Zoom which was seen by over 30 

households prior to their viewing the Purim Spiel.  In normal years of course, that 

would not be a permissible way of hearing the Megillah but given the current special 

conditions that was deemed to be halachically acceptable.  Hopefully, next year, we 

will not need to avail ourselves of this leniency.  On Yom Ha’atzmaut we agreed with 

McDonalds Synagogue this year not to host a joint service to avoid hitting the 85 limit.  

We conducted our own traditional Yom Hazikaron/Yom Ha’atzmaut service at which 

Rabbi Ed Feigelman learned a Gemara in memory of the fallen soldiers and then Rabbi 

Boudilovsky spoke about the significance of Yom Ha’atzmaut.  The next evening Jackie 

and Michael Jacobs and I put on a Zoom show of newsreels, interviews and music in 

honour of the occasion. 

For Pesach this year, at least, the relaxed regulations meant that no-one was obligated 

to spend the Seder night alone as many had to do last year.  Other than mourning 

situations, spending Seder night alone just has to be the worst religious experience 

imaginable. 

In other news we continue to make use of Zoom for all sorts of shul events whether 

shiurim or social.  Every Zoom event is recorded and within a day the video is available 

on the shul Web site for viewing or downloading.  The Melave Malkas have been 

running successfully each week for over a year now (even though you had to bring your 

own food and drink) but we decided to suspend them over the summer months this 

year because the start time was becoming too late for many people.  Also previously, 

the Melave Malkas together with the Monday Club filled an important social void by 

allowing members to interact with each other prior to the formal aspect of the 

meeting.  That need has now diminished somewhat with more people being able to 

meet and greet in shul and on the tayellet.  Rabbi Ed Feigelman and I arranged a couple 

of light Chazanut Zoom programs including one partially dedicated to the memory of 

the late Johnny Gluck in the presence of his widow and family. 



For communication with the membership, we now exclusively utilize a combination of 

e-mail and WhatsApp.  This, together with our new Web site wonderfully managed by 

Alex Stuart, means we have finally attained the status of the “Paperless Kehilla”. 

However, I am still looking for a heter to use my laptop on the bima Shabbat morning!  

This mode of communication allows even our overseas members to be fully informed 

about shul events.  Often, we announce a forthcoming event well in advance by mass 

e-mail and then reinforce the information closer to the date by WhatsApp.  We even 

maintain a distinct e-mail list of those members who choose not to use WhatsApp so 

that we can e-mail those people separately.  I currently send out the monthly Yahrzeit 

e-mails to all members who have a family Yahrzeit in the following month.  Those few 

who do not have a valid e-mail address are contacted in person by Eze Silas to remind 

them of the date.  This process will eventually be transferred to the Website where 

members will be able to update their own personal and family data.  We should 

perhaps take a moment to pat ourselves on the back.  For a community of retirees, 

many of whom never even used a computer in their work lives, we have adapted 

remarkably well to the combination of e-mail, WhatsApp and Zoom technologies that 

has proven to be so necessary for effective communication in this period of lockdowns 

and even bidud. 

In conclusion, grateful thanks are due to our regular volunteer Shabbat baalei kria 

Ronnie Lawrence, Eli Berlin, Jacob Michel, Michael Leibowitz, Dr Yehoshua Lehman and 

now also to Shalom Ben Porat who has recently been able to return to shul services.   

Also to our deputized Gabbaim, Neville Gatoff, Alan Gold, Graham Nussbaum and 

Hilton Share.  Our regular Gabbaim Asher Edery and Andy Kormornick who is planning 

on taking on a more substantial role next year.  As I said last year, with a Gabbai team 

consisting of an active solicitor, a retired hotel owner/manager and a retired electric 

utility consultant backed up by a retired Lancashire Optometrist, what could possibly 

go wrong?! 

Graham thanked David for doing a superb job as Senior Gabbai. Graham added that 

David is also a great team player, as he had stated for Andrew, and continued by saying 

that the board was an excellent team, it was a privilege to work with them. 

 

10. Report of the Irgun Nashim 

Betty Wahnon gave the following report. 

“Rabbi Boudilovsky, ladies and gentlemen, 

Firstly, I would like to thank Graham for welcoming me on to the Board and allowing 

me to join in the Board discussions. Since I took over from Joanna, whom I would like 

to thank for all her hard work as Chairperson, Corona has taken over and we have had 



no Kiddushim, Seudot Shlishit or Friday night dinners. As a result, I have very little to 

do.  

However, I organised a Purim brunch which was delivered to all who placed an order. 

The idea of the Brunch was very well received.  

The Purim cards were printed by Ruth and Barry Lyons, whom I thank. All were sold 

raising 1,500 shekels, which was distributed on Purim day to the needy of Netanya.  

To the ladies, you are all members of the Irgun Nashim and I sincerely hope that you 

are ready to join your teams when we go back to making Kiddushim and other 

functions, hopefully in the not too distant future. 

Please stay safe and well and I look forward to seeing you all soon.” 

Graham said that it must be a very frustrating start to her tenure as Chairperson and 

he thanked her for what she had done so far. 

 

11. Election of Auditors 

The Shul Auditors are Zeev Kaufman CPA. 

It was proposed by Alex Stuart and seconded by Stephanie Plaskow that they continue. 

The meeting agreed. 

 

12. Executive and Board of Management 

The election was not contested and as such the following have been elected: 

 

Executive 

 Chairman –  Graham Nussbaum 

 Vice Chairman – Alex Stuart 

 Treasurer – Andrew Kaye 

 Secretary – Marlene Horowitz 

 Senior Gabbai – David Feiler 

 

Board Members: 

 Gerald Barnett 

 Sharon Carr 

 Mark Collins 

 Janet Elkoubi 



 Alan Gold 

 Ivor Lewis 

 Ian Marks 

 Tony Plaskow 

 Hilton Share 

 Paulette Woolf 

 

David Feiler is Senior Gabbai, Asher Edery and Andy Kormornick are Gabbaim. 

David Gillis and Neville Gatoff. were appointed to continue as the Audit Committee. 

 

13.  AOB  

Graham made the point that, in these times of Corona, it would have been easy for the 

community to have fragmented. However, he said that if anything, the community has 

come together more, and there have been two excellent zoom programmes created, 

the Virtual Monday Club, set up by Alan Gold, and the Virtual Melave Malka, set up by 

David Feiler, which have helped keep the community together during the pandemic, 

by providing excellent speakers and entertainment. Graham also commented on the 

continuing Daf Yomi shiurim, run by Rabbi Ed Feigelman, and those run by Rabbi David 

Woolf, which are very popular, and he thanked them very much for their efforts. 

Graham noted that he had received an email from Joyce and Steve Berman asking why 

the annual Eilat trip had been abandoned, and Graham handed over to Andrew Kaye, 

as he wished to respond to this. Andrew said that it had not been abandoned and 

would continue to be run by Rosalind and Harvey, as GG Tours. He said that, during 

the pandemic, the shul’s lawyers and Insurance company had been consulted 

regarding the Shul’s liability regarding these trips, and the Shul was advised that 

monies should not be passed through the Shul’s accounts, as this could negatively 

impact on the Shul’s status as a non -profit Amuta. As a result, the Shul was advised 

that the financial and registration arrangements would either have to go through 

Rosalind’s and/or Harvey’s personal accounts, or this process would have to be passed 

to an outside agency. Harvey responded that this would leave the trip open to taxation, 

as it is not a registered Amuta, and the only way that the trip could continue would be 

for it to be attached to an Amuta which is able to take the money and pay it out. Alex 

commented that legal rules and regulations have changed over the years, and what 

might have been applicable in the past is not necessarily applicable in current times. 

Stanley Brickman commented on behalf of Beryl and himself that they would be 

coming to Israel as soon as conditions allow and commended the Shul on an excellent 

AGM. 



Philip Park commented that Graham also deserves a vote of thanks for doing an 

excellent job as Chairman of the Shul. 

Vivienne Simenoff stated that she and Charlie had been the beneficiaries of the 

community assistance during Charlie’s serious illness. Charlie commented on the very 

difficult time that he went through, but that he was on the road to improvement, and 

thanked the community for all their help and prayers, which are greatly appreciated. 

Neville Gatoff wanted to thank Steven Brown for all his help in the Minyan at 55 

Shlomo Hamelech, it was really appreciated. 

Alan Gold commented that the following Monday would be Yom Yerushalayim and 

that he was putting on a special programme for this day and asked for as much support 

to the Monday Club on this special occasion. 

Graham in conclusion wished the Executive and the Board of Management all the best 

of luck in the coming year and wished the community well.  

The meeting closed at 9:25pm. 

 

 


