
 

 
 

 
Yad B’Yad 

5780 
Hand in Hand 

Together… 
We Shall Teach the Children…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Where would I find Liessa? 
 

 

Liessa’s Office Phone:  314-576-9990 ext 116 

Liessa’s Email:   liessa@bnaiamoona.com 

 

 

During the school day, it is important that I am available to our students and their teachers. If you would like to 

meet before or after school, or if necessary, during the actual school hours, please call ahead and make an 

appointment.  I am also more than willing to make appointments at other times during the week. Please call or 

email and I will be happy to schedule time to meet with you. 

 

When classes are in session, I am often distracted and may not remember information said to me in the 

hallway or in passing.  Please just write a quick note and place it in Liessa’s Mailbox located in  

Room 16. I will check the mailbox at the end of each school day and will get back to you with a response.  

 

I return all calls and emails within 24 hours except on Shabbat or on Thursdays (my day off).  
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Communications 
 

 

Communication between faculty, students, and parents is an important part of the success of the B’nai Amoona 

formal learning programs. We must work together, hand in hand, to make sure that our students are receiving 

the support and attention they need. There are many opportunities for communication between the school and 

home. Please know that at the Meyer Kranzberg Learning Center and at B’nai Amoona we know that the best 

parents… are informed parents. 

 

 Each Friday a MKLC/Youth Formal Learning Email will be sent to all families PreK-12th grade.   
Keep a look out for this important email.  It will include upcoming events, specific info for the 
coming week as well as News to Know!  It will also include a link to our calendar and B’nai Amoona 
Community events including Youth Group updates.  

 

 Mondays your email boxes will receive a copy of our Yad B’Yad.  This is our grade level communication.  
You will be able to open a link to a document that will include specific “happenings” from each 
classroom (from Sunday’s class) as well as homework updates and information about specific upcoming 
events. 
 

 We hope to minimize email communications so that you will only receive emails from us on Mondays 
and Fridays; however, when special upcoming programs for a grade level, we will send an email to that 
specific roster.   
 
 

 

 

 

 



        Supporting our Students and  

Their Families 
 

Health and Safety is our #1 priority. This includes the social, emotional, and educational needs of our students 

and families. It is important that we are aware of any special circumstances that may need our additional 

attention.  If there are particular family situations or student needs that may affect how your student 

participates in our school, please contact Liessa to discuss these concerns. Additionally, you may contact 

Rachael Peters at Rachaelp@bnaiamoona.com. She is our Student Support Specialist.   All circumstances will 

be kept confidential between Liessa and your family unless express permission is given to Liessa to discuss 

them with Rachael, the student’s teacher, or K’lei Kodesh.  

 

 

B’nai Amoona is a place of learning and growing for everyone.  We will make every attempt to ensure this for 

anyone who wishes to participate in our school program.   
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Classroom Environment 
Yad B’Yad, Hand in Hand 

Teachers, Students, and Parents 

Working Together 

 

We at B’nai Amoona strive to create a positive and safe environment that is conducive to students’ learning 

while achieving educational and social success.  Classes will begin their year creating a list of classroom 

behaviors that support a successful learning environment for both the students and the faculty members.  This 

will become their classroom covenant.  When students are empowered to be a part of the decision making 

process to determine these behaviors; they are then more willing to participate in the achievement of these 

ideals.  This Covenant will be written out and displayed in a place of prominence in the classroom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When a student is having a challenging time making choices that support a positive classroom experience 

for all; we will provide opportunities to engage in a positive and constructive process to resolve the conflict. 

We also realize that students, like adults, can have a “bad” or “off” day, and this is to be expected from 

everyone!  Many students also use disruptive behavior as a call for attention or as a way for them to be able 

to leave the classroom space.  We realize this and want all students to be able to learn and participate 

together in a classroom environment that is safe and supportive for everyone.  

 

 
 



 

When behaviors become a pattern we will engage in a process that may include… 

 

 The faculty member and student will participate in a one- on- one conversation to discuss the 
current behaviors being demonstrated.  This conversation will occur outside the classroom so as 
not to embarrass the student or make them feel alienated.  The teacher and the student will 
create a verbal agreement that includes their future expectations for each other.  Liessa will be 
informed of the incident by the teacher and may choose to also speak with the student so that 
he/she can tell Liessa, in his/her own words, what happened. 

 

 The faculty member and student will meet and create a written “contract/covenant” as to what 
has occurred in the classroom and how disruptions will be addressed in the future. This contract 
must be signed by both the teacher and the student as well as Liessa.  The student will be 
informed that their parent will be called by the teacher and/or Liessa so that he/she is also 
aware of this plan. This will give the student a chance to voice any additional issues he/she 
would like to address.  

 

 If the student’s behavior continues to be a disruption to the class, the 
parents will   be contacted by the teacher and/ or Liessa.   In certain cases 
they may be asked to come in for a conference with the teacher and Liessa 
as well as the student being part of the conversation. 

 
** We realize all students ( and adults) have a “Bad day” every once in a while. This is 

not intended for these types of behavioral challenges, but rather for those that are 

happening on a more consistent basis. 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 
Positive Reinforcements is the Name of The Game 

 
(or… what is this thing my student brought home today!?!?) 

 
 
When I was first working in Formal Jewish Education a dear friend said to me…. 
 
 

“You know..when kids get in trouble it’s YOUR OFFICE they are being 
sent to…” 

 
 
Well, that wasn’t going to work for me!  First and foremost, I wasn’t going to be in 
charge of a place where “kids get in trouble!”  Second…uh…that’s not what I wanted to 
be known for!!  So… 
 

When a student is recognized for being a mensch… 
…or doing something good… 

….or does a great job on answering a question in class… 
…or wins at a Hebrew game… 

 
THIS is when they are sent to MY OFFICE! 

 
I don’t believe in food as a reward, however a small little toy works for me! 

 
If you notice your student coming home with a new “toy”, please ask them what they 
did to receive this reward! 
 

 

 
 

 



Fidget Toys or Tools? 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Everyone likes to Fidget…and MANY people NEED to fidget!! 
 

To support all of our students’ sensory needs, and our faculty too, we will be providing Fidget Tools 
for every classroom in the hopes of helping promote the idea that fidgeting is normative behavior! 
 
Please note, these fidget tools are just that…TOOLS!  Once a TOOL becomes a TOY they will be taken 
away! 
 
Please let us know if you student has a specific fidget tool that they will be bringing to class! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Homework Policy 
Yad B’Yad / Working Hand in Hand 

Parents and Teachers 

 

At MKLC, teachers are found not only in the classroom. It is important that parents also realize their role as 

teacher and facilitator of learning.  Jewish learning continues beyond the walls of B’nai Amoona and into the 

homes of our students.  We realize that this partnership is vital to our students’ success. 

 

Homework is more than the assignments sent home by the school’s teachers; it is also the dialogue that occurs 

between a student and their parent when they arrive home from school. When a parent questions the student 

about what they learned in school, it reinforces the concepts and ideas that were discussed during the school 

day.  In addition to asking questions, it is imperative that parents encourage their students to “teach” them 

what they learned and to help them to grow as everyone is a lifelong learner of Judaism. 

 

In order to successfully learn a language one needs constant repetition.  Languages and concepts become 

normative, when it is reinforced and reviewed.  Homework assignments will include reviewing Hebrew prayers, 

repetitious reading of Hebrew, and family projects and discussion questions. If your student misses a class, 

please read the Monday Yad B’yad to know what was discussed.  Although we realize “life happens” and perfect 

attendance is often impossible, we also know that when there are frequent absences, students begin to feel 

uncomfortable and anxiety levels rise in coming back to the classroom after time.  Please discuss any long 

terms absences with Liessa, so she can help support the students’ success 

 

Hand in Hand, parents and teachers, we MUST work together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Attendance Policy 
 

 

In order for each student to receive the best possible Jewish education we can offer, it is important for them to 

be present during regular school hours.  We strongly encourage students to attend classes regularly and to 

arrive on time.  We know that extenuating circumstances occur, however, it is important that students make 

every attempt to be at class on time on a consistent basis.   

If a child is ill or will be missing class, please contact Idena in the office so that she can inform the teachers. 

 

In the event of a late arrival or early dismissal, parents must sign in/out their student at the clipboards located 

on the desk in the Gallery. A parent MUST come in and sign their student out if they are to leave early.   

 

 

 

 

Student Illness 
 

 
We understand that occasionally our students miss school due to illness.  We want each student and 
teacher to have a positive experience at MKLC. If your student does NOT attend school during the 
day, please DO NOT send them to Religious School that afternoon.  Additionally, students with a fever 
will be sent home.  In order to provide a healthy and happy environment for both the teachers and the 
students we ask that sick students stay home, be taken care of, and return only when they are feeling 
better.  We are more than happy to discuss with you any information your students missed due to 
illness and help them complete the assignments when they are ready to join us again. 
 

 
 

Food Allergy Policy 
 
 

With the prevalence of food allergies, we have adopted the following procedures: 
 

1. Parents are asked to notify us of any or all food allergies or food intolerances. 
2. A “Food Allergy Action Plan” form is requested from all families with Food 

Allergies. 
3. Epi-pens will be kept in a supervised and safe location. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Snack Shop 

 

Prior to our Tuesday programs we will be providing a Snack Shop program for students who arrive prior to 

school.  We will be both providing healthy FREE snacks as well as BAUSY, our High School Youth Group, will 

be selling snacks.  Snacks will be available during Snack Shop beginning at 3:45.  No snacks will be sold after 

4:20.  Snacks will not be allowed in the classrooms.  If your child arrives later than Snack Shop time, please 

plan to have them receive a snack before they come to school.  If this is not possible, please contact Liessa and 

other arrangements will be made. 

 

Our 3-6th grade students are encouraged to spend time in Snack Shop eating their snacks and finishing school 

work. Students who arrive prior to the beginning of school on Tuesday will be supervised. 

 

 

Safety Concerns/Security 
 

In the event of any school-wide/building-wide emergencies, appropriate action will be 
taken to keep the children safe. Should we have to evacuate the building, we have an 
undisclosed safe space. You will be notified once everyone is save. In any emergency, if 
you are unable to reach us, please contact the Creve Coeur Police Department,  
314-432-8000.  More information will be shared about this process in the coming weeks. 

 

 

School Closings 
 

When decision has been made to cancel school or close school early; we will communicate this 
information in the following formats: 

Email from B’nai Amoona 

Texts and Robo-calls to cell phones 

Information will also be listed on KSDK television stations.  

 

Please note: School closing will be determined by current weather, forecast, and 

possibly by decisions made by other schools in our area. Due to construction at 

our building, we may also choose to close school due to water and power 

challenges. Safety of our students and faculty is our number one concern in these 

decisions.  

 
 
 



MKLC Carpool Information 

 

Information will be coming soon to an email near 

you about our traffic pattern on Sunday and 

Tuesday afternoons.  Please keep a look out!   

We are also looking for volunteers to help with 

carpool on Sunday mornings!   

 

Please email Liessa at liessa@bnaiamoona.com  

if you are willing to assist.  

Thank you! 
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Tzedakah 

What is a Tamhui? 

 

 

"So too, collectors are appointed who fetch bread and foodstuffs from every courtyard as well as fruit products or 

money, from anyone who donates for the needs of the moment. They distribute the collections among the poor. . . 
this is what is called the Tamhui. " --Maimonides, Yad, Gifts to the Poor, 9.2  

 

 

A Tamhui is a Tzedakah collection of an entire community.  This year at B’nai Amoona we will be doing a 

collection during the first part of the year that will then contribute to the Mitzvah Day program on January 

20th!    As Jews it is our responsibility to give to the Tamhui , a collective pot of funds to help repair the world. 

Our students will be given the opportunity to learn about and explain the work of the organizations that we will 

be partnering with for Mitzvah Day and then help in determining how the Tzedakah will be distributed to each 

organization. This will be one vehicle for students to learn about Jewish values, to support organizations that 

make a difference and to participate in acts of Tikkun Olam; the repair of the world.  

Students are encouraged to contribute money every time they come to Sunday or sessions of 
throughout their time here at B’nai Amoona. They will learn about different mitzvah projects and 
organizations throughout our community and the greater United States.   

As we teach our students about Tzedakah, we hope you will partner with us in helping them have 
some responsibility and ownership of the monies they bring here. 

 

Day School 

 

We strongly support the Saul Mirowitz Day School, The Epstein Hebrew Academy, and all other Day Schools in 

our community and encourage our families to consider the benefits of Jewish Day School education as one of 

the most effective proven ways of ensuring Jewish identity and commitment.  Families who choose Jewish Day 

School as their Jewish educational choice have a variety of opportunities to also integrate their children into 

our congregational family and MKLC community.  We choose to work closely with each family as their students 

reach the stage of Bar and Bat Mitzvah preparation to fully include them in our excellent B'nai Mitzvah 

programs, middle school and high school classes as well as youth groups. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Cell Phone Policy 

 

 

Just like Fidget Tools, Cell phones are used in our school as a Tool, however, only as a tool. 

Please support our effort to not have Cell Phones used by students in our program. 

If you need to communicate a message to your student during school hours, call the MKLC office and we will be 

happy to deliver the message to you. Our phones are always staffed during school hours. 

 

Students will also not be allowed to be on cell phones during any “breaks’ in the day. Although we do not have 

formally scheduled breaks this year, there will be times that faculty will include a break in their schedule. These 

breaks are for our students to have a chance to regroup and reenergize as well as another opportunity to create 

classroom community. This cannot occur if students are using cell phones. 

 

There WILL be times, in our older grades, that students will use their phones, if they have them, as a tool 

during a lesson.  They will NEVER be mandated to have them or singled out because they do not….AND, this 

will be a very specific use of the phone.  There will always be a phone to use for specific class needs. 

 

Thank you for supporting our efforts and not texting or having your students text during school. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sunday Learning Structure 
5780 

 
Our Sunday Program for Prek-8th Grade students will begin at 9:00 am and end at 11:30 am for every 
grade, each week. 
Our 9th and 10th Grade Program will be on Sundays from 11:45 am to 1:00 pm. This will allow them 
to be Madrichim (assistants) in the classrooms.  They will have an opportunity to grab a “Nosh” from 
11:30-11:45 before beginning their own classes. 
 
9:00-11:00 PreK – 6th 

 Classroom Learning 

 Specialists 

 3-6th:  1 hour of Ivrit Learning with Resource Support 
 
Specialists: 

 Israel with Guy  PreK-6th 

 Hebrew Thru Movement: PreK- 3rd 

 Art: PreK- 6th 

 Music:  PreK-2nd every week 

 Library 
 

11:00-11:30 Kehillah  

 PreK- 6th Together:  Beginning and End of the Year and Special Occasions 

 PreK- 2nd together and 3-6th Together at other times. 
 
7th Grade on Sunday Mornings: 

 9- 11:30 

 Minyan at 9:00 when there is Participation 

 9-11:30 to include:  Cantor, Rabbi, Classroom Learning, Hebrew Support with Morah Marci 
and Moreh Zakai and special “Madrichim training” program. 

 
8th Grade on Sunday Mornings: 

 9-11:30 

 Curriculum:  From Becoming to Doing 
  
9th Grade: 

 11:45-1:00 

 Core Curriculum: Understanding through Knowledge and Actions  

 Special group activities throughout the year 
 
 10th Grade: 

 11:45-1:0011:45 to 12:30 Core Class 

 Core Curriculum: Hineini: I am here! Finding and Sharing our Voice  

 Special group activities throughout the year 
 
 
 
 
 



MKLC 

Tuesday Afternoons 

3-6th Grade Program 

4:30-6:15 

3:45- 4:25 Snack Shop 

 During Snack Shop students will have an opportunity to enjoy healthy snacks ( for free), snacks bought from 
BAUSY ( the Youth Group) and time to hang out and do homework in a supervised environment. This will be 
the only time snacks are available during Tuesday school. 

 

An “outside of the box” learning experience! 

 

4:30-5:30 5:30-6:15 

30 minutes each 

 

3rd/4th     Hebrew Experience 

5th/6th     Tefillah Experience 

 

 

People of the Book:  The Torah! 

 3-6th Grade Judaic Learning 

 Not Classroom Based 

 Group Learning 

 Art, Music, Cooking, Drama:  Israel 

 Integrated Ages and stages 
 Modality based experience 

     

    3rd/4th    Tefillah  Experience 

    5th/6th     Hebrew Experience 

 

 Hebrew program parallels the Sunday program and both supplements and 
supports the curriculum. 

 Small Group Hebrew Learning:   

 Tefillah Experience will include meaning and choreography of prayer 
 

7th Grade students will work with the 3rd students on Hebrew as well as help lead 

the 3rd and 4th grade Tefillah program. They will then have their own Judaic lessons 

separate from the other grades. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade Level Sunday Theme 

Pre-K Survey Course: 

Shabbat, Holidays, Synagogue, Mitzvot, Torah 

Kindergarten Creation Story, Shabbat, Holidays, Mussar 

First Torah Alive 

Second Aleph Bet, G-d and Israel 

Third Torah, Middot, Brachot, Tefillah, Prayers 

Fourth Israel, 

Hebrew Prayers 

Fifth Mitzvot, Middot, Prayers 

Sixth Becoming a B’nai Mitzvah, Holocaust, Hebrew Prayers 

Seventh Torah!  Israel! 

Eighth From Becoming to Doing 

Ninth Understanding through Knowledge and Actions: Comparative 

Religion, Comparative Judaism, Current Events through a 

Jewish Lens 

10th Grade Confirmation Heineini: I am here! Finding and Sharing our Voice: 

Grade Level Each Grade Level Studies in Depth a Specific Holiday 

  

Pre-K Rosh Hashana 

 

Kindergarten Shabbat and Simchat Torah 

First Shavuot 

Second Yom Kippur 

Third Passover 

Fourth Yom Ha’Zikaron and Yom Ha’atzmaut 

Fifth Sukkot 

Sixth Hanukkah and Yom Hashoah 



Classroom Assignments 

Grade Room # Faculty 

Pre-K 1 Morah Sarah and Morah Sadie 

K 4 Morah Lesley 

1st 5 Morah Jessica and Morah Diane 

2nd 15 Moreh Jaeson 

3rd 14 Morah Becky 

4th 6 Moreh Erez 

5th 8 Morah Gabriella 

6th 10 Morah Sophie 

7th 11 Morah Marci and Moreh Zakai 

8th 9 Morah Amy and Morah Melanie 

9th 10 Morah Sophie 

10th 9 Morah Aura 

 
 

 


