
It has always been a principal obligation 
of a synagogue to provide a burial place 
for its members. When B’nai Amoona 
was just getting started in 1884 it had 
no cemetery of its own so it reached an 
agreement with the originally Orthodox 
Mt. Sinai cemetery (then known as the 
B’nai El cemetery) to provide burial sites 
for its members. But by 1895 Sheerith 
Israel, the congregation that B’nai 
Amoona split off from, was disbanding 
and its assets, including its cemetery, 
were taken over by B’nai Amoona.

The Sheerith Israel cemetery was a one 
and one third acre tract of farm land way 
out in St. Louis County that Sheerith 
Israel had purchased from Thomas and 
Eleanor Murphy on October 12, 1871 
for $650. You might be interested to 
know that this cemetery, acquired just 
six years after the Civil War, is the small 
cemetery south of our main cemetery 
just across Blackberry Lane and is about 
14 miles from downtown where most 
of our members lived in those days. 
It would have taken about 3 hours by 
horse and wagon to get to the ceme-
tery. The property was legally described 
under the United States survey No. 
2033 of the Land Grant of the Treaty of 
Louisiana as a parcel of land, bounded 
on the North West Corner by a black oak 
tree eight inches in diameter, extend-
ing to a Hickory Tree seven inches in 
diameter, a Walnut Tree eleven inches 
in diameter and to an Elm Tree thirteen 
inches in diameter.

So swiftly did our congregation grow 
that by 1904 we were running out of 
burial space. To meet our obligations to 
provide an orthodox burial ground for 
our members, we purchased fourteen 
and one half acres just north of the 
old Sheerith Israel cemetery from Mrs. 
Amanda Christy and Mrs. Clementine 

Benoist for $3,300. It is this property that 
is our familiar B’nai Amoona cemetery 
today. The entrance gates and chapel 
at the front of our cemetery were con-
structed in 1925. In 1927 roadways and 
walking paths were laid out and in 1929 
the stone wall around the cemetery was 
built.

Today our cemetery is considered one of 
the most beautiful and well maintained 
of any in the area. Since 1884 we have 
kept our commitment to provide a digni-
fied and halachically observant burial 
round for the entire Jewish community. 
We will continue to do so from genera-
tion to generation.

Lester
Lester Goldman

314-304-1997
lesterhgoldman@gmail.com
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On the Development Side
How does one discuss development in 
the middle of a pandemic? Our doors 
may be closed, but our hearts and minds 
are open. What is of importance at this 
critical juncture in time, and in history, 
is our ability to connect. Our ability to 
maintain relationships and spirituality 
and a positive outlook during tumultu-
ous times. It is a great time of need – for 
some, a time of upheaval and change, 
for others a recognition that it is a time 
to reach out to help those experiencing 
upheaval and change. 

Even our Congregation is experiencing 
upheaval and change. We mourn the 
loss of “togetherness”. We are learn-
ing to express our spirituality through 
virtual means by connecting remotely to 
our Klei Kodesh, members, and friends. 
Although we Zoom (that’s a company 
that was ahead of the curve!), it does not 
replace our yearning for human contact. 
However, the light at the end of this little 
known tunnel is that we will eventually 
get back to making our connections in 
person, albeit with more care.

We are also at a Congregational cross-
roads. We are moving from the upheaval 
of past financial deficits and Covid-
19 to positive financial accountability. 
This, inevitably, will involve all of us. 
It will involve us remembering what is 
important about our Shul membership 
although that answer is as varying as our 
diverse Congregation. It also involves 
the recognition that we need to be trans-

parent in asking for help. We acknowl-
edge we have learned from our past and 
are working hard to avoid repeating the 
same actions as we move into a fiscally 
responsible future. Accountability is at 
our forefront. Transparency and open 
communications have been the impor-
tant first steps.

As much as our mission is to support 
our members in every aspect of religious 
life and more, and in a manner that is 
special and valuable to each member, 
there are also times when we must ask 
that you support your Shul. This is one of 
those times. When membership invoices 
come out in July, please give whole-
heartedly and generously, as is possible. 
We all have the same goal – to meet 
the needs of our members, to preserve 
our Shul and to move into an even more 
vibrant future together with resilience. 
This partnership will create a strong 
and long-lasting legacy for ourselves, 
our children, our children’s children, and 
beyond.

Gail
Gail Armstrong

Director of Development
314-576-9990 x126  

gail@bnaiamoona.com

Did You Know?
Shalom Chaverim,

For the past three years I have had 
the honor of serving as your Vice 
President of Development.  It’s been 
quite a ride: Dancing the Night Away, 
pre-Pesach wine sale, laughing at 
Improv Night, the Shira Lissek concert, 
our Celebrating Grammy event honor-
ing Barbara Shechter, as well as our 
annual Benefactor and Kapparah Gelt 
campaigns.  

This past year has been spent plan-
ning our “Celebrating Cantor Sharon’s 
Sweet Sixteen” event.  Although the 
concert itself is “on-hold” until we can 
bring beautiful music to you safely 
when we are allowed to come back 
together, the campaign to Fund the 
B’nai Amoona Cantorial Chair has 
been successful and continues.

I want to thank all the volunteers 
who have worked with me to pro-

duce these successful events for our 
Shul.  Additionally, it would it would not 
have been possible to succeed without 
the tireless help and guidance from 
Barbara Shechter and Gail Armstrong.  
Additionally, Vickie Shuchart and her 
staff have always been “rock stars” 
when it came to Development’s needs.  
Todah Rabbah to each and everyone 
one of you!!!

Hopefully, I will see you around the 
Shul eventually.  In the meantime, I’ll 
“see” you on Zoom.  

Stay safe, be well - and I am ending as 
I began this article:  Shalom Chaverim.

Beth
Beth Saltzman

Vice President, Development
314-680-5964

bpsaltman50@yahoo.com

Our Cemeteries

Old Cemetery. Pillars (installed 1902) came 
from the Fagin building that was torn down 
to make way for the Arcade Building.

Chapel and entrance to the B’nai Amoona cemetery originally constructed 
in 1925 and refurbished in the 1990s. 


