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August 24, 2020 
 
Shalom B’nai Amoona Family, 
 

Our theme “Mah Norah Hamakom Hazeh – How Awesome Is This Place!” is particularly significant as we 
approach our High Holy Days 5781. The High Holy Days span over 30 days, starting with Selichot, 
communal prayers for expiation and forgiveness on September 12 and ending with Simchat Torah, on the 
evening of October 10 and the morning of the 11, joyfully celebrating the end of the annual cycle of Torah 
readings while marking the beginning of a new annual cycle. 
 

It is both our challenge and our privilege, this year, to strive to connect to our members and their families 
in a special and highly spiritual manner since we are not yet able to worship together in our magnificent 
Shul. We have worked hard to bring creativity and a freshness to what, inevitably, must be shared virtually 
to safeguard our BA family. We are offering a combination of live, remote, virtual and pre-recorded 
services (to be celebrated at a convenient time for our families) – including our Intergenerational Family 
Services, a virtual Shofar Service, a Shofar “Drive-In”, and, weather-permitting (and St. Louis County 
guidelines not changing), small, outdoor Tashlich gatherings and an option (again, weather-permitting) 
for a small outdoor worship service for families with young children. This year, pre-registration will be 
required for some of our more limited worship opportunities, so please pay close attention to all of our 
communications. 
 

We are blessed to have a wonderfully strong Klei Kodesh team who share their passion with us each day 
(albeit more remotely than they would wish!). During the High Holy Day season, our Klei Kodesh, along 
with our educators, have dedicated their work and creative planning to personalize our prayers and 
worship, and especially this year,  to bring extra comfort to all. Enclosed, you will find a “preview” of all 
the offerings for our High Holy Days, including a drive-through schedule for available times to come to 
B’nai Amoona for a sweet gift, High Holy Day activity boxes for families, Machzor pick-up, etc. For those 
unable to drive to BA, we are also offering a special at-home drop-off program. You will also find enclosed 
your Kapparah Gelt pledge card which may be mailed or given back during the drive-throughs. Please give 
generously – your meaningful donation is especially critical to strengthening all the operations of our Shul 
this year! Be committed this year to allowing yourself to experience a new beginning in the midst of our 
new reality. Be confident that you possess the ability to get as much out of the High Holy Day season as 
you put into it. Should you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to Gail Armstrong, our Director 
of Development at gail@bnaiamoona.com or 314-576-9990 x126. 
 

As the President of the B’nai Amoona Board of Trustees, I can share how honored and privileged we are 
to provide ongoing daily inspiration and leadership. We look forward to seeing you in the Big Tent when 
it is safe to do so. In the meantime, from our families to yours, we pray that you be inscribed in the Book 
of Life for a year filled with Shalom (peace), Briyut (good health) and Simchah (happiness). 
 
In friendship, and with blessings for a Shanah Tovah, 
 

Jeff         
Jeff Singer        
President, Congregation B’nai Amoona        


