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The Gallant Motivational & Inspirational 
Weekend Series presents:

MYSTERIES OF LIFE, DEATH
 AND THE WORLD BEYOND: 

A Shabbat & Shavuot Experience 
with

REB SIMCHA RAPHAEL, Ph.D. is Founding Director of 
DA’AT INSTITUTE for Death Awareness, Advocacy and 
Training, Adjunct Professor in the Department of Religion 
and Theology at LaSalle University, and works as a 
psychotherapist and spiritual director in Philadelphia. 
Ordained by Reb Zalman Schachter-Shalomi as a Rabbinic 
Pastor, he is a member of the Rabbis Without Borders 
Network, and author of numerous publications including 
the groundbreaking classic Jewish Views of the Afterlife.

Reb Simcha Raphael
June 7 - 10, 2019

SCHEDULE

Friday, June 7
The Sammy Goldman Family Shabbat 
Experience - 6:00 pm
Come join us for a Shabbat Service and 
experience that will create a wonderful 
bridge between Shabbat at home and Shul! 
Followed by a complimentary dinner
RSVP at bnaiamoona.com
Discussion following dinner: 
Jacob’s Deathbed Finale: Family Drama & 
End-of-Life Trauma & Healing

Torah for Today - 10:15 am
Moses’ Death and Sacred Stages of the 
Mystery of Dying

Shavuot I Services - 9:00 am
Transcending Trauma - Mythic 
Dimensions of the Book of Ruth

Shavuot II Services - 9:00 am
From Mega-Mourning to Soul-Guiding: 
The History and Mystery of Yizkor

Sermonette - 11:45 am
The Other Worldly Mystery of the Mishkan

Tikkun Leil Shavuot 
Exploring the Afterlife Journey of the Soul 
in Kabbalah - This study session is part of 
our West County Community Tikkun Leil 
Shavuot at Traditional Congregation.
See page 8 for more details.

Saturday, June 8

Sunday, June 9

Monday, June 10

Reb Simcha Raphael’s visit to B’nai Amoona was made possible through the generous support of Paul & Diane Gallant 

Shavuot at Congregation B’nai Amoona is generously sponsored by Sue Barad in memory of Melvin Barad (Z”L) and Morris Funk (Z”L)

Todah Rabbah to the Rosenblatt Family, Mark Heller, and Ben & Jerry’s Scoop Shop in the Delmar Loop for their sponsorship of our 
delicious Shavuot ice cream sundaes

Please join us following Shavuot I & II Services
for a special Kiddush and Ice Cream Sundae Bar

Reb Simcha Raphael's visit to B'nai Amoona was made possible through the generous support of Paul & Diane Gallant 

Shavuot at Congregation B’nai Amoona is generously sponsored by Sue Barad in memory of Melvin Barad (Z”L) and Morris Funk (Z”L)

Todah Rabbah to the Rosenblatt Family, Mark Heller, and Ben & Jerry’s Scoop Shop in the Delmar Loop for their sponsorship of of our 
delicious Shavuot ice cream sundaes
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Dear B’nai Amoona Family,

It is with mixed emotions, that I write this final article as President of Congregation B’nai Amoona. What an amazing 
journey these past three years have been. I made many new, wonderful relationships and enhanced those I already had.  I 
am extremely grateful for this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.

Over the past three years,  we have, as a Congregation, experienced many meaningful events, from joyous, to sad, and 
everything in between. In particular, to name some which really stand out: We signed a lifetime contract with our 
beloved Hazzan Sharon Nathanson;  we embarked on our Capital Campaign, Atideynu and with much fanfare broke 
ground a year ago; Rabbi Davidson, Michael Samis, Larry Goldman, and Barbara Shechter (Grammy), all of whom 
dedicated their energies to the success of our Shul, retired; we memorialized the victims of the Pittsburgh tragedy in 
our community wide “Havdalah of Hope”; we signed Rabbi Krublit to his first official contract as a Rabbi, and now wish 
him and Meira the very best as they head off to Florida; we enhanced the functionality of the dairy kitchen, allowing 
Chef Jon to be even more successful; under the skilled leadership of Anita Kraus and her team, The Linda Rotskoff 
Early Childhood Center has 71 children enrolled; the addition of Liessa Alperin, Director of Innovative Learning and 
Engagement to our team, has brought life back to the Meyer Kranzberg Learning Center; and, we hired Sarah Shulman 
as our Youth & Camp Director to lead our children and teens in learning “Jewish” in social settings. In addition, we 
engaged Beth Janzer as our Controller, and Gail Armstrong as our Development Director to bolster our outstanding 
support and administrative team. All of these accomplishments and successes could not have happened without our 
outstanding staff, headed up by our Executive Director, Andy Schwebel, who was promoted two years ago. The long 
hours put in, and dedication of each and every one of them, is noticed and greatly appreciated.

Our lay leadership team has put in countless hours throughout these past three years.  Their hard work, passion, and 
dedication to our Congregation is inspiring.  Everyone has pushed the limits in order for us to achieve our goals these 
last three years.

I would like to express a very special thank you to Rabbi Rose and our Klei Kodesh Team for their unending support and 
allowing me to be a part of the team.

And, finally, to the members of Congregation B’nai Amoona: THANK YOU for the honor of allowing me to serve as 
your President.  I know you join me in wishing Jeff Singer, and his team, much success in the coming year.

Remember, it takes a Kehillah to raise a President.

 With humility and a profound sense of gratitude,

From the President

Andrew S. Oberman
President

askoberman@gmail.com

AndyShabbat Zimrah and Installation Shabbat
June 15, 2019

MAZEL TOV!

Please join us for a Shabbat morning filled with song, which 
will include the installation of 2019-2020 Executive Board:

Jeff Singer, President
Beth Saltzman, Vice President, Development

Judith Isaacs, Vice President, Membership
Avi Rosenzweig, Vice President, Education

Joel Perlmutter, Vice President, Religious Affairs
Edward Herzog, Secretary

Alan Fine, Treasurer
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Shalom my dear BA Yedidim!

There are particular texts of Jewish Tradition that I make a 
point of reviewing at least on an annual basis. These tend to 
be teachings and insights that not only appeal to my mind 
and intellect, but also resonate deeply within the chambers 
of my heart and the crevices of my soul. One such selection 
always comes to mind as we prepare for the Festival of 
Shavuot, which actually has several other fascinating names 
in Jewish Tradition. These names include: 

1) "Chag Habikurim" or the "Holiday of the First Fruits"; 

2) "Chag HaKatzir," the "Harvest Festival"; 

3) "Atzeret," which means "The Stoppage," a reference likely 
related to the end of the counting of the Omer; and finally, 

 4) “Zeman Matan Torahteynu,” the "Time of the Giving of 
Our Holy Torah."

The text, drawn from the Babylonian Talmud, Tractate 
Shabbat 88b and 89a, reads as follows: 

“And Rabbi Yehoshua Ben Levi said: When Moses ascended 
on High to receive the Torah, the ministering angels said 
before the Holy One, Blessed be God: Master of the Universe, 
what is one born of a woman doing here among us? The Holy 
One, Blessed be God, said to them: He came to receive the 
Torah. The angels said before God: The Torah is a hidden 
treasure that was concealed by you 974 generations before 
the creation of the world, and you now seek to give it to mere 
flesh and blood?…The only rightful place for God’s majestic 
gift, the Torah, is in the heavens [with us, your ministering 
angels]”.

The Talmud then goes on to tell us that God turned to 
Moses and asked Moses to justify why he, a mortal, should 
merit receipt of God’s treasured teaching. 

Moses out of modesty said before Him: Master of the 
Universe, I am afraid lest they burn me with the breath of 
their mouths. God said to him: Grasp My throne of glory for 
strength and protection, and provide them with an answer...
So Moses said before God: Master of the Universe, the Torah 
that You are giving me, what is written in it? God said to 
him: “I am the Lord your God Who brought you out of Egypt 
from the house of bondage” (Exodus 20:2). Moses said to 
the angels: Did you descend to Egypt? Were you enslaved 
to Pharaoh? Why should the Torah be yours? Again Moses 
asked: What else is written in it? God said to him: “You shall 
have no other gods before Me” (Exodus 20:3). Moses said 

to the angels: Do you dwell among the nations who worship 
idols that you require this special warning? Again Moses 
asked: What else is written in it? The Holy One, Blessed be 
He, said to him: “Remember the Shabbat day to sanctify it” 
(Exodus 20:8). Moses asked the angels: Do you perform labor 
that you require rest from it? Again Moses asked: What else 
is written in it? “Do not take the name of the Lord your God 
in vain” (Exodus 20:7), meaning that it is prohibited to swear 
falsely. Moses asked the angels: Do you conduct business with 
one another that may lead you to swear falsely? Again Moses 
asked: What else is written in it? The Holy One, Blessed be 
God, said to him: “Honor your father and your mother” 
(Exodus 20:12). Moses asked the angels: Do you have a 
father or a mother that would render the commandment 
to honor them relevant to you? Again Moses asked: What 
else is written in it? God said to him: “You shall not murder, 
you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal” (Exodus 
20:13) Moses asked the angels: Is there jealousy among you, 
or is there an evil inclination within you that would render 
these commandments relevant? Immediately they agreed 
with the Holy One, Blessed be God, that God made the right 
decision to give the Torah to the people…”.

I love this text because it reminds us that the Torah, which 
we believe our people received on Shavuot and which we 
receive anew each year at this season, is a Torah for human 
beings, not angels. God’s most precious gift, one which 
the Kabbalists teach us was actually the blueprint for the 
Creation of the entire Cosmos, takes into consideration 
that we are corporeal. We are flesh and blood. We are finite, 
limited and flawed. And yet, God entrusts Torah to us 
because God has tenacious and unflagging faith, Emunah, 
that it is within our mortal power to live by the wisdom and 
discipline contained within this holiest of tomes. 

May we be inspired by Shavuot to merit living by this Etz 
Chayim, this Tree of ever renewing Life and Lekah Tov, 
precious legacy and thus help our world move ever closer 
to healing, wholeness and holiness, Amen!

From Rabbi Carnie Shalom Rose

Carnie

Rabbi Carnie Shalom Rose
The Rabbi Bernard Lipnick Senior Rabbinic Chair

314-576-9990 x105  
RavRoseBA@bnaiamoona.com

mailto:ravroseba%40bnaiamoona.com?subject=
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“Mah Gadlu Ma’asecha Adonai” How wonderful are your 
works, Adonai!  This is a lovely phrase from Psalm 92, the 
Psalm for the Day of Shabbat, referring to the incredible 
beauty in the world, the creation of which is beyond our 
comprehension. But hearing those words sung in sacred 
chant by a sea of voices swirling around me is what allows 
the meaning of the poetry to enter my soul.  It’s the music 
that guides me to look at the world with a renewed sense of 
awe.  And, as you may already know, I am always seeking 
people to join with me to create these powerful moments.

This June 15 we will join together on Shabbat morning 
for Shabbat Zimrah, a morning of communal song and 
prayer.   As with Shabbat Shirah, I will teach the melodies 
in learning sessions ahead of time, provide transliterated 
text, and make the melodies available on our website.  Our 
learning sessions this year will take place on May 18, 25, 
and June 1 in the Sanctuary 30 minutes following the end 
of Shabbat morning services.  And, as is our tradition, the 
morning of Shabbat Zimrah, we will gather at 8:30 am for 
Schmoozing and Noshing. Coffee and breakfast pastries are 
always a part of our pre-service gathering, of course!  Many 
thanks to our anonymous sponsor for making all of this 
possible!   Shabbat Zimrah and the learning sessions are 
open to singers (and non-singers!) of all ages and abilities.  
The melodies we learn together for Shabbat Zimrah will 
begin to be woven into our Services to become part of our 
B’nai Amoona sound, as has become our tradition over the 
last several years.  

Beyond June 15, as the summer progresses, our High 
Holy Day rehearsals begin!  Please let me know if you are 
interested in being a part of the music that happens during 
the High Holy Days.  We have several different adult groups 
and there is a place for everyone.

Our Children’s Choir is open to all B’nai Amoona children 
in third through sixth grade. We will sing on the second 
day of Rosh Hashanah.

The teen choir, the B’nai Amoona Zamarim, is for 8th 
through 12th graders.  Singers in this group must be able to 
hold their own harmony part against a melody line and is 
by audition.  Whether with this group or another group, my 
goal is to find an outlet for any teen - or any individual of 
any age - who is interested in singing.

I am so happy to be the Cantor of this caring, loving, 
singing congregation and I'm deeply honored by the 
lifetime contract extended to me.  May we be blessed to 
sing together often in the years to come, creating powerful 
sacred moments, fully experiencing awe in the beauty of 
our world and in the beauty of caring for one another in 
times of sadness and in times of joy.  I'm moved to sing out, 
"Mah Gadlu Ma'asecha Adonai!" - How wonderful are you 
works, Adonai!  Let us sing together!

Cantorial Notes from Cantor Sharon Nathanson

Hazzan Sharon Nathanson 
314-576-9990 x104

sharon.nathanson@bnaiamoona.com

Sharon

Shabbat Service Schedule
May 4 Aharei-Mot
 Shabbat Mevarechim Hachodesh
 Bat Mitzvah of Mari Hergemueller-Blumenthal
 Adult Bat Mitzvah of Kim Blumenthal

May 11 Kedoshim

May 18 Emor
 Bat Mitzvah of Lily Rosenzweig

May 25 Behar 
 Bar Mitzvah of Matan Cohn 

June 1 Behukkotai
 Shabbat Mevarechim Hachodesh
 Bar Mitzvah of Benjamin Kruger
 Farewell to Rabbi Orrin Krublit

June 8 Bemidbar  

June 15 Naso
 Shabbat Zimrah
 Executive Board Installation

June 22 Beha’alotecha
 Bar Mitzvah of Gabriel Bernstein

June 29 Shelakh Lecha

Andy & BelleAnne Curry join Hazzan Nathanson to open the 
5779 Annual Meeting in song!

http://
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The most enchanting characteristic of Judaism is our 
religion’s ability to adapt and change for each and every 
modern situation we face today, backed up by a perfect 
and ancient text to provide comfort and inspiration. 
And so, when I began to think about how to say 
goodbye to a Congregation which has meant so much to 
me, a place where I’ve developed treasured friendships 
with so many people, I went searching through our 
tradition to find a text which encapsulates the different 
emotions which I’m feeling at this time.

In the Talmud, there is a section where a Rabbi shares 
the prayer that he prays upon entering and exiting the 
house of study. 

Rabbi Neḥunya ben Hakana would recite a brief 
prayer upon his entrance into the study hall and 
upon his exit. They said to him: The study hall is not 
a dangerous place that would warrant a prayer when 
entering and exiting, so what room is there for this 
prayer? He said to them: Upon my entrance, I pray 
that no mishap will transpire caused by me in the 
study hall. And upon my exit, I give thanks for my 
portion.

Rabbi Neḥunya recognized the tremendous power that 
he possessed in the house of study. He knew he had the 
ability to mistakenly lead people down the wrong path, 
and that if he applied his skills inappropriately then 
others would be harmed by his actions and his teaching. 
He also recognized that upon leaving the study hall he 
needed to show immense gratitude for being afforded 
the privilege and honor of studying and learning and 
growing. 

These prayers deeply reflect my experience here at 
Congregation B’nai Amoona. Before I arrived here in 
St. Louis five years ago, I actually had very little concern 
for how my words could shape others. I did not consider 
how my role as a Rabbi, and the Torah I shared as we 
learned together, could impact and change people both 
for the good and the bad. 

Over time however, I slowly became tuned in to the 
deep impact our community has had on myself, as well 
as the impact that I’ve had on our community. Much 
like Rabbi Neḥunya, I pray that my presence here has 
not led people to stray from their path of holiness and 
righteousness. I know I have been transformed through 
my time here, and this community has helped set my 
path aright and served as a balm for my, sometimes, 
troubled spirit.

Rabbi Neḥunya’s concluding prayer begins to describe 
the enormous sense of gratitude that I feel having been 
able to be present with all of you at Congregation B’nai 
Amoona. In the past, when I have had a chance to reflect 
upon fortunate experiences in my life, I used the phrase 
“good luck,” or described myself as “lucky.” Now, having 
been changed, I intentionally use different language in 
order to convey the sense of serendipity: I have been 
blessed.

I have been blessed to be able to be in Holy Community 
with all of you. I have been blessed to have incredible 
role models of leaders in our community. I have been 
blessed to work with such talented and motivated 
individuals, people who are always up to the task 
because they know that serving our community is a 
transformative privilege. 

And so, I give thanks for my portion. Hodu L’Adonai 
Ki Tov, Ki L’olam Chasdo. Give thanks to Adonai for 
goodness, because God’s lovingkindness is forever. 
Thank you for my lot, for all of the blessings, and know 
that your lovingkindness will endure within me forever. 
If I have caused you any mishap, please know that it 
was unintentional, and I hope that you can forgive me. 
Todah Rabbah, thank you, from the depths of my soul. 

With Love,

From Rabbi Orrin Krublit

Rabbi Orrin Krublit
Assistant Rabbi

314-576-9990 x110 
rabbiorrin@bnaiamoona.com

Orrin

Please join us for Shabbat 
Services on June 8 at 9:00 am, 

when we bid farewell to 
Rabbi Orrin Krublit.

mailto:rabbiorrin%40bnaiamoona.com?subject=
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On the Development Side
Shalom Chaverim,

The last time I wrote those words we were inviting you to participate in B’nai Amoona’s annual fundraiser, and you did!  
Celebrate Grammy, where we honored Barbara Shechter, was a huge success!  Over 247 people attended event on April 
7 where $53,800 was contributed by our Kehillah. We celebrated the many accomplishments of Barbara – her 20+ year 
career at B’nai Amoona, her 60+ year marriage to her beloved Harry, and her wonderful family.  

Barbara’s love for B’nai Amoona has been exemplified through her fundraising.  I am pleased to report “she taught us 
well” in that over 250 people contributed to the Celebrate Grammy tribute book, which was the fundraising component 
of this event.  Todah Rabbah to all of you for honoring Barbara so lovingly.

Some of us also made it through another snowy Sunday on March 3 and attended the Community Wine Tasting and 
Passover Wine Sale.  Others had pre-purchased via ShulCoud.  We made a 20% profit on each bottle purchased by the 19 
people who participated.  It was such an easy way to shop for Kosher for Passover wine.  If we get this opportunity again, 
I strongly encourage your participation.  This was a great fundraiser with minimal effort on our part and tremendous 
benefits.

Wishing you a healthy and happy Summer!

Beth Saltzman
Vice President, Development

314-680-5964
bpsaltzman50@yahoo.com

Beth

Did You Know? 
 

Following up on the “Did you know?” theme from a previous bulletin article, I am offering some 
suggestions for our members as to who can assist with the variety of requests that come up on a regular 
basis. I hope this will help to guide you in the right direction and make it easier and more convenient to 
get your questions answered and requests fulfilled! 

“Did you know?” there are many ways to gift a tribute? Many of our members maintain “tribute 
accounts.” A set amount of money is given by either check or credit card and a file is created. When a 
tribute is to be sent, you simply notify me and I subtract the amount from your “tribute account.” For 
many, this is easier than writing a check each time a tribute is made. Tributes may also be paid by credit 
card – online is the easiest! I, then, automatically receive each request. Or, some members call me 
directly as I can apply the tribute amount to their credit card on file (or echeck), or a check can be 
written and sent, or, if the account has a credit balance, the tribute amount can be applied from that 
balance. We hope the variety of ways to gift a tribute is appreciated by our members as we strive to 
make the process easy and convenient. Tributes sent in without a specific designation for a fund are 
always applied to the General Fund that supports the operations of our Shul. As a reminder, the 
minimum for a tribute is $18. However, tribute cards that can be sent independently by our members 
and are not listed in the bulletin, are always available to purchase at $5 each. Similarly, yarhzeits, which 
are only posted in the bulletin, are a minimum of $10. 

“Did you know?” that if you would like to purchase scrip, we carry many of the “favorites” for purchase 
in the administrative office? Scrip for Dierbergs, Schnucks, Whole Foods, Starbucks, and Panera and are 
always available in the administrative office. Those not available in our office can be ordered through 
Claudia Millonas, ext. 113. When your scrip arrives, she will then notify you for pickup at the Shul. A 
portion of each of these purchases benefits B’nai Amoona, as do your purchases through Amazon, when 
you designate Congregation B’nai Amoona as a “smile” recipient before placing your order (start at 
smile.amazon.com). Please use these regularly when shopping! 

“Did you know?” that if you have a question about your Shul Cloud account you can reach out to 
Claudia or Gail for support? Claudia is our Accounting Assistant and does the majority of our Shul Cloud 
accounting, however, I am also able to help with questions, balances, billing, and even tax statements. 
So please don’t hesitate to reach out when you have questions – and keep in mind that you can also 
access your account online. Claudia, Beth Janzer, and I can also provide the information needed when 
making a stock contribution, either to your Shul account or to the Capital Campaign (there are two 
different sets of instructions, one for each) – just ask and we’ll send them to you. 

“Did you know?” that if you would like to contribute to the Capital Campaign that it just takes a minute 
to fill out a pledge form? The new construction is well underway and it is exciting to see the tangible 
progress! If you would like to arrange a quick tour or learn more about the new spaces, please contact 
me. When the spring rains abate, we will be pouring the concrete patio outside the beautifully redone 
Guller Banquet Hall as well as landscaping this new addition. And if you haven’t yet seen the new Guller 
Chapel space, it’s worth the visit! 

PS – Spoiler Alert:  The 2019-2020 Fundraiser is going to be spectacular!

Continued on next page.

“Did you know?” there are many ways to gift a tribute? 
Tributes sent in without a specific designation for a fund 
are always applied to the General Fund that supports the 
operations of our Shul.

•	 Maintain a “tribute account”
o Contribute a certain amount by check or credit card. 
o Call or email when you want to send a tribute and I 

subtract $18.00 or more from your “tribute account”.
o It’s is easier than writing a check each time! 

•	 Make a tribute online with your credit card.
o I automatically receive each request and process the 

paperwork.

•	 Call me directly!
o I can apply the tribute amount to your credit card on 

file (or echeck)
o A check can be written and sent to my attention.
o If your ShulCloud account has a credit balance, the 

tribute can be taken from that balance. 

•	 Purchase tribute cards to send yourself at $5.00 each.
o Cards can be purchased either "in honor of " or "in 

memory of " a loved one.
o These tributes will not appear in the bulletin.

“Did you know?” we carry Scrip “favorites” for purchase 
in the administrative office? A portion of each of these 
purchases benefits B’nai Amoona. Please use these 
regularly when shopping!

•	 Scrip for Dierbergs, Schnucks, Whole Foods, 
Starbucks, and Panera and are always available. 

•	 A host of others can be ordered through Claudia 
Millonas at 314-576-9990 x113. 

•	 When making Amazon purchases, go through 
        smile.amazon.com, and designate Congregation B’nai    
        Amoona as a “smile” recipient before placing your      
        order. 
“Did you know?” questions about your ShulCloud 
account can be answered by Claudia or Gail? 

•	 Claudia is our Accounting Assistant and does the 
majority of our ShulCloud accounting. 
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Gail Armstrong
Director of Development

314-576-9990 x126
gail@bnaiamoona.com

Gail

On the Development Side continued...

It’s been a great year so far for Men’s Club. We recently had our Men’s Club 
Shabbat and Man and Youth of the Year Luncheon. We honored Levi Rose and 
Harvey Hieken with their well-deserved awards. I would like to thank everyone 
who helped make the weekend special. We are working on future programming 
for Men’s Club and we are always open to your suggestions and comments. You 
may contact me at any time if you want more information about Men’s Club or if 
you are interested in joining. 

Men's ClubBA

Mark Gersten, President
mbglas@sbcglobal.net 

314-229-9447

Mark

•	 I am also able to help with questions, balances, billing, and even tax statements. 
•	 You can also access your account online. 
•	 Claudia, Beth Janzer, and I can also provide the information needed when making a stock contribution, either to 

your Shul account or to the Capital Campaign. (There are two separate sets of instructions.) 

“Did you know?” contributing to the Capital Campaign just takes a minute to fill out a pledge form? 

•	 The new construction is well underway and it is exciting to see the tangible progress! 
•	 If you would like to arrange a quick tour or learn more about the new spaces, please contact me.
•	 When the spring rains abate, the concrete patio outside the beautifully renovated Guller Banquet Hall will be 

poured, and we’ll have beautiful landscaping out there, as well.
•	 Come and see the current progress of our new Guller Chapel. It’s worth the visit!

“Did you know?” I have been so very impressed by the amazing generosity and giving of so many of our members? 

•	 This includes a special thank you – Todah Rabbah – to those of you who have taken on sponsorships or made 
contributions above and beyond for our events and programs! 

“Did you know?” how blessed I am to interact with such an active and caring congregation?

Sarah Shulman, Youth of the Year - Levi Rose, 
and Mark Gersten

Rabbi Carnie Rose, Man of the Year - Harvey Hieken, 
and Mark Gersten

mailto:gail%40bnaiamoona.com?subject=
mailto:mbglas%40sbcglobal.net%20%20?subject=
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PLEASE  JOIN  US  FOR

A  WEST  COUNTY

TIKKUN

LEIL

SHAVUOT

For more information or to

RSVP, please visit

www.bnaiamoona.com  

Questions? Contact

Amy Maupin at 

314-576-9990 x131
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A night of study, prayer, music,

community, Schmoozing and Noshing

facilitated by the Clergy and Education

Staff* of B’nai Amoona, Shaare Emeth,

Shir Hadash, Temple Emanuel, Temple

Israel, Traditional, United Hebrew, and

The Center for Jewish Learning at The

Jewish Federation of St. Louis.

*with a special presentation by Scholar-in-

Residence Reb Simcha Raphael, Founding

Director of DA’AT INSTITUTE for Death

Awareness, Advocacy and Training

SATURDAY, JUNE 8

6:15 pm Minchah

(with different Service options available)

7:00 pm Welcome

7:20 pm - 12:00 am

Evening filled with learning,

prayer, eating & Schmoozing

TraditionaL

Congregation

12437 Ladue Road

Creve Coeur, MO 63141

Join us for all or part of

the evening.

Everyone is welcome. 
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Member Spotlight
Introducing…Dr. Bob Hoffman
Dr. Bob Hoffman is husband to Barb for the past 47 years, father to David, Jenny and BA’s own Chef 
Jon, and grandfather of 6 who wondrously, all call St. Louis home! Bob and Barb hail from Chicago, 
growing up just 10 minutes apart, yet they didn’t meet until enrolling at The University of Illinois 
years later. After an accomplished 40-year career as a Pediatrician, Bob recently retired. Bob was 
devoted professionally, caring for children, and found the many years gratifying. While in medical 
school at St. Louis University, Bob found his way to B’nai Amoona after receiving tickets from 
Hillel to attend High Holy Day Services and just before their children began school at Solomon 
Schechter, Bob and Barb became members, remaining engaged ever since. They came for the 
services and stayed for the people. Growing up, Bob’s parents instilled a spirit of volunteerism that 

boldly lives on today. Serving on the board of B’nai Amoona provided satisfaction but Bob found his true inspiration 
within the Schechter (now Mirowitz) School; his playful nature comes alive with children! Serving as president was a 
great joy yet participation didn’t stop at the school; subsequent to completing his year of saying Kaddish for his mother 
in 2003, Bob and Barb committed themselves to the Minyanaires. Living so close to the Shul, they make themselves 
available, now 16 years later, to show up when called upon. Their dedication is especially critical during the winter 
months, making certain those in mourning can say Kaddish for their loved ones. Bob gives back to the wider community 
too; you can find him in the fruit and vegetable section of the Harvey Kornbloom Jewish Food Pantry Tuesday mornings. 
Bob’s upbeat and friendly attitude make the hours whiz by, he surely enjoys himself while sorting through various 
produce. For most humans a full-time medical practice would be more than enough, yet Bob found time to serve 9 years 
on Creve Coeur’s County Counsel, 9 years on the Police Committee and 2 years in Procedure and Zoning and in 2021 he 
is running for Mayor. When asked what he imagined might surprise BA bulletin readers, Bob described how “...in 1999 
I proposed, and shepherded to passing, the first law requiring bike helmets in the state of Missouri, right here in Creve 
Coeur.”  Don’t fear, Bob isn’t all work and no play. His perfect day begins early with 18 holes of golf, lunch and a nap! 

Introducing…Tracy Singer
Tracy Singer was born in St. Louis and raised at B’nai Amoona. Tracy attended Sunday School, 
Hebrew School, celebrated her Bat Mitzvah, was confirmed and graduated from BA. She later 
married a member (Jeff) and they raised their two, now grown, daughters here. Both girls live 
elsewhere; Natalie 26, resides in New York City and Taylor 22, calls Los Angeles home. Tracy finds 
it interesting that both of her children are so adventurous, moving far away from where they 
grew up as Tracy herself only lived away from St. Louis during her years as a student at Mizzou. 
Tracy worked in the hotel business and as a recruiter before deciding to stay home to care for 
her family, remaining exceedingly busy over the years enthusiastically volunteering.  Giving back 
to the community provides Tracy purpose and passion and she is grateful to her parents, Sheila 
& Richard Flom, for setting the example. Her volunteerism was born at her children’s schools; 
starting at the B’nai Amoona preschool, then as a parent board member at the elementary school, chair of the JCC 
Children’s Activity Center and giving of her time at the high school level. Thoroughly enjoying her involvement with J 
Associates she blossomed, eventually stepping into the role of President. Tracy enjoys community engagement and 
believes J Associates does great work, seeing first-hand the impact the organization makes in the lives of the greater 
community. Looking onward, as her husband prepares to become B’nai Amoona’s next President, Tracy is excited about 
stepping up her involvement and her first stop is the Sisterhood. Finding ways to give back to our BA community is a 
goal for Tracy in the coming years and no doubt our congregation will benefit as a result. What keeps Tracy connected 
and engaged here are the people. Walking into the building and receiving smiles from other members and visitors fills 
Tracy with warm feelings while also remaining a big fan of Rabbi Rose and Cantor Sharon. You might be surprised to 
learn that Jeff and Tracy first met after college at a BA High Holy Day Service at which time Jeff asked Tracy for a date. 
Tracy was overworked at the time and refused yet, it was Bashert.  Five years later they met once again at a Jewish 
Federation event at which time Jeff again asked for a date and the rest is history; they’ve been married 26 years. 
According to Tracy, “we complement each other.” And yes, Tracy enjoys time spent at the synagogue however, a perfect 
day requires a view of the ocean from a spot on the beach with her kids, husband and parents nearby.
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The Meyer Kranzberg Learning Center

Gabrielle Abowitz
Daughter of Erica and Stuart Abowitz

Sydney Albin
Daughter of Cynthia and Seth Albin

Kylie Berry
Daughter of Kim and David Blumenthal

Amissa Blumenthal
Daughter of Trish Powers and Fred Blumenthal

Noah Freeman
Son of Leslie and Gary Freeman

Sara Marks
Daughter of Felicia Cohen and Jason Marks

Charlie Rosenzweig
Son of Avi and Steven Rosenzweig

Madeleine Ryan
Daughter of Lisa and Steve Ryan

Samantha Simon
Daughter of Shelley and Michael Simon

Jacob Eli Stolker
Son of Sarah and Josh Stolker

Hannah Tennenbaum
Daughter of Lisa Kodner and Michael Tennenbaum

Mazel Tov to Congregation B’nai Amoona’s Confirmation Class of 5779!
Please join us on Tuesday, May 14 at 6:00 pm for a beautiful service led by our students. We know, for our students and 
their families, this is a celebration of their commitment to Judaism and continued Jewish learning. We look forward to 
continuing this connection with them for many years to come.

Co
nfi

rm
ati

on
 Cl

as
s 5779 ~2019
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Hi! How’s everyone doing?  Do you 
remember me? If not, my name is Lir 
the Shinshinit of this Congregation! 
Let me update you about a few things 
that have happened since the last time 
I wrote to you.

I took a trip home to Israel, which was 
super fun!  I visited my friends and 

family, traveled in the north at the Golan highest, and all 
over the southern part of Israel. I went to Jerusalem to see 
the Old City, and put all of your notes into the Western Wall.  
I really hope all of your wishes will come true one day. 

When I returned, I landed right into Purim time! It was so 
much fun to dance and make things with you and your kids! 
I hope they have learned a lot about Purim and what we do 
in Israel on Purim.

I have also enjoyed so many fun things – USY Convention, 
lots of activities about Israel with all age groups, a new host 
family and a lot of new friends!

Thank you so much for helping me, teaching me and giving 
me the opportunity to teach you.

I’m glad I got to meet all of you and to try so many new 
things. I cant wait to meet even more people.

Thank you and I'll share more with you in the next 
newsletter!

We are excited to honor them and their families!  There will be a special Aliyah for them in early summer. We hope they 
will always know that Congregation B’nai Amoona is here for them, no matter where they travel on their journey.

Please contact Sarah Shulman at sarah@bnaiamoona.com when you are able to share their new addresses for next year with 
us so we can send packages and stay connected.

This has been a year filled with many gifts!  Most of all, I have enjoyed 
the gift of learning with and sharing Simchas with the B’nai Amoona 
Kehillah!  As you see, there is much to be celebrated!  I want to wish 
a Mazel Tov to our 10th Grade and 12th Grade families and remind 
them that Congregation B’nai Amoona will continue to be committed 
to providing their students a Jewish home filled with laughter, love, 
support, and learning!

Mazel Tov to our Congregation B’nai Amoona families who are celebrating their child’s 12th Grade Graduation!

Ariel Berwald
Madalyn Brader

Ethan Breit
Max Deutsch

Jillian Friedman
Madison Goldberg
Alanna Grossman

Amit Harir
Matthew Hearst
Marley Hermann
Sophie Isaacs
Ellie Katzman

Benjamin Kazdan
Hannah Kornblum

Mari Krivelow
Madeline Morse
Isabella Neuman

Tyler Palan
Leah Rodin

Trey Schwartz
David Shapshovich

Liam Simckes
Shoshana Weinstein

Aaron Zoll

Please accept our apologies for any omissions to this list.

Our Shinshinit

Liessa Alperin
Director of Innovative Learning & Engagement

liessa@bnaiamoona.com
314-576-9990 x108

Liessa

mailto:liessa%40bnaiamoona.com?subject=
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Early Childhood CenterLinda Rotskoff 

IMPORTANT DATES

May 
9  -  Yom Ha'Atzmaut Celebration
23 - Siyuum / Graduation and Lag B‘Omer Party
29 – Last day of school 

June
5 – First Day of Camp

August
2 – Last day of Camp
5-9 – Staff Development / Moving Back in Week
12 – First Day of School 

I am often asked what philosophy of education our teachers use.  It is an important question.  The LRECC uses a "Reggio 
inspired" philosophy.  Basically, this means we teach the whole child.  There is a bit more to it:

Reggio Emilia is a small town in northern Italy and where the term "Reggio inspired" was coined. It is a widely practiced 
educational philosophy that emphasizes children’s capabilities and inquisitiveness through in-depth investigation. The 
innovative approach assumes that we believe children come in to this world already competent, capable, and full of 
potential. Our classrooms offer many opportunities for self-expression, creative thinking and problem-solving. The 
preschool incorporates Jewish tradition throughout curriculum by highlighting values, such as kindness, generosity, 
respect and gratitude for one another and the world around us. We bring practice alive through our many celebrations. 

We truly believe preschool is the beginning of lifetime friendships. We believe an experiential and intentional approach 
to teaching and learning fosters intellectual development. As children are encouraged to explore their environment 
and express themselves through language, movement, drawing, painting, music, playing and other natural modes of 
expression, they expand their imagination, curiosity and creativity. We promote an environment where children can 
develop the critical thinking and problem solving skills for a successful and meaningful life. 

As we model and encourage kindness, respect, compassion, confidence and responsibility, we create a school 
environment centered on Jewish values. Partnering with parents and community volunteers, we provide a strong 
academic and social foundation that encourages a lifelong love of learning.

Each child approaches the world in his/her unique way, similar to the four children from our Pesach story, each with 
his/her own perspective and learning style.  Our ECC teachers spend each day perfecting their art of teaching and 
understanding their students’ learning styles and unique perspectives. They provide opportunities for children to explore 
their worlds and reach their developmental potentials intellectually, physically, emotionally and spiritually. They guide 
their students in their individual learning journeys, because not every child learns in the same way.  Above all else, great 
preschool teachers love what they do. Passion for helping kids achieve important milestones, and celebrating each new 
accomplishment with them, is what keeps teachers motivated no matter what each day brings.  By providing different 
approaches in order to reach each child just as with the four children, teachers help to enable and inspire us to find the 
right words and approach with which to engage every child. 

Children need to be in beautiful, open, orderly spaces where materials in the space have a purpose. Each learning space 
should stimulate exploration, engagement, discovery, curiosity, and a sense of wonder. The Reggio Emilia philosophy 
also has an emphasis on nature. Elements of nature are brought into the classroom and the outside environment is as 
important as the classroom. Children are encouraged to use natural items in their projects and to develop a relationship 
with their world.

Todah Rabbah to our amazing 2018-2019 staff. Our school is great because of our amazing teachers. They are dedicated, 
loving and nurturing.  The bonds they form with their children/students and families can be seen with each hug, and 
piece of art given.  

Anita Kraus
Director of Early Childhood Education

anita@bnaiamoona.com
314-576-9990 x127

Anita

mailto:anita%40bnaiamoona.com?subject=
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A Year of 
Memories 

and 

L♥ve!
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THANK YOU TO OUR

PURIM  CARNIVAL SPONSORS!

Howard & Pam Appelman

Helen Baker

Ed & Rita Balk

Richard & Jan Baron

Ronald & Leslie Becker

Norton & Benita Beilenson

Judy Borah

Harvey & Edith Brown

Alan & Nancy Charlson

Eric & Shari Cohen

Stuart & Laurie Cohen

Jeffrey & Debra Dalin

Rabbi Josef & Barbara Davidson

Shelley Edwards

Betsy Enger

Hershey & Gail Feldstein

Alan & Karyn Fine

Bruce Frank & Enid Weisberg-Frank

Rosalie Franklin

Steven & Marsha Funk

Paul & Diane Gallant

Leonard & Roslyn Glaser

Kenny Goldberg

Gary & Marla Goldstein

Carl & Denny Greenberg

Harvey Greenstein & Esther Lyss-Greenstein

Keith & Cindi Guller

Harvey & Terry Hieken

James & Irene Hirschfield

Robert & Barbara Hoffman

Gertrude Hulbert

Dr. Philip & Arleen Korenblat

Rabbi Orrin Krublit & Meira Cohen

Joy Levin

Jackie Lueg

Barry & Janet Lutz

Hesh & Marcia Lyons

Alan & Christine Lyss

Barry & Michelle Milder

Gary Myers

Cantor Sharon & Michael Nathanson

Timothy & Arlene O' Connell

Joel & Monica Perlmutter

Rabbi Neal & Carol Rose

Rabbi Carnie Shalom & Paulie Rose

Richard & Shelley Rosenfeld

Beth Saltzman

David & Randi Schenberg

Harry & Barbara Shechter

Mark & Robin Shulman

Matthew & Jennifer Smith

Joel & Debra Spigel

Sanford & Gloria Spitzer

Shirley Tzinberg

Lawrence & Vivian Waldman

Bruce & Faith Waxman

Lori Wishne

Lawrence & Sheryl Zigler

Faye Zvibleman

Vivian Zvibleman

We also thank our BAUSY Purim Carnival Chairs, teen &

parent volunteers, & B'nai Amoona staff members who

also helped make our Purim Carnival a success.
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Youth Department

Don’t miss out on Summer 2019 at Camp Ramot Amoona! Registration forms are still coming in and camp is gradually 
filling up. If you are interested in participating, please register by visiting the B’nai Amoona website or contact me at the 
info below if you have any questions.

Upcoming BAUSY Events

May 1 - SATO Program/Election Night
May 3 - Chalutzim & BAUSY Game Night
May 8 - Community-Wide Yom Ha’Atzmaut Celebration 
May 15 - BAUSY Final Banquet 

Important Camp Dates
June 2 - Summer Kickoff Party
June 5 - First Day of Camp
June 10 - No Camp, Special Shavuot Program
July 4 and 5 - No Camp 

Mazel Tov to Demi Fine, EMTZA Region 
USY’s Executive Vice President for the 
2019-2020 year and to Levi Rose, EMTZA 
Region USY’s Israel Affairs Vice President 
for the 2019-2020 year!  

Mazel Tov to BAUSY, who was awarded 
Best Kadima Program and Best Religious 
Program, the winner of the EMTZA Days 
Challenge and a 2018-2019 Chapter of 
Excellence recipient at EMTZA Region 
USY’s Spring Kallah, the last convention of 
the year! 

Sarah Shulman
Director of Youth & Camp

sarah@bnaiamoona.com
314-576-9990 x108

Sarah

mailto:sarah%40bnaiamoona.com?subject=
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In our Community
MAZEL TOV TO...

Brandon Rosen and Jessica Sikora on their recent engagement.   
Sharon and Michael Rosen & Barbara and Harry Shechter on 
the engagement of their son and grandson. Jessica is the daughter 
of Linda Sikora and the granddaughter of Harriet and Stanley 
(Z”L) Waxberg. Brandon is the brother of Amanda & Dustin 
Burleson and Jennifer Rosen. Jessica is the sister of Andrew 
Dolgin and Sebastian Sikora.
Chani & Rami Pinsberg, on the engagement of their son, Gil 
Pinsberg to Toby Goldstein, the daughter of Brianne and Sanford 
Goldstein.
Robin & Mark Shulman and Francine & Jeffry Pollock on the 
birth of their granddaughter, Rebecca Jean Shulman. Proud 
parents are Amanda & Brent Shulman. 
Jaime Schuval and Joe Zacher on their recent engagement. Jaime 
is the daughter of Cindy & David Schuval and Joe is the son of 
Pam & Tom Zacher. Jaime is the sister of Matthew Schuval and 
Michelle & Geraldo Alvarez. Joe is the brother of Laura & Brian 
Kline and Jesse Zacher. Jaime is the aunt of Parker, Chase, and 
Hannah Schuval.
Sheila & Jay Shucart, Kerry Rudin, Melodee Hinkle,  Bernadine 
Rosen and Evelyn Rudin on the birth of their grandson and 
great-grandson, Andrew Jakob (AJ).  Proud parents are Jennee 
& Matt Shuchart.  Aunt, uncle and cousins are Heather, Brant, 
Madison and Brayden Miederhoff.
Faith & Bruce Waxman on the engagement of their daughter, 
Leah, to Brayan Marin.  Leah is the sister of Rebecca Waxman 
(Noah Cohen) and Sarah Beth (Gavriel) Matt and the 
granddaughter of Sandra and Marvin Greenberg and Charles 
(Z”L) and Gloria Waxman.
Larry and Natalie Goldman, Karen Karty and Jim Blessing, 
Andrea Elyachar and Susan Herrin, and David Elyachar on 
the birth of their twin granddaughters, Ava Rose Elyachar and 
Daphne Bea Elyachar. Proud parents are Rachel and Joe Elyachar 
of Lenexa, Kansas.
Lauren Davis, daugher of Bonnie & Steve Davis, and 
Chad Klamen, son of Suzy & Kelly Klamen, on their recent 
engagement.
Jackie & Barry Gross and Jennifer & Mark (Z”L) Walsh on 
the birth of their granddaughter, Louie Michelle Gross. Proud 
parents are Robby and Jill Gross.
Jackie & Barry Gross and Sharon & Gordon (Z”L) Kuhr on the 
birth of their grandson, Ari Gordon Kuhr. Proud parents are 
Michelle and Ben Kuhr.
Rachel & Barry Feinberg on the engagement of their daughter, 
Rivka Feinberg to Shalom Shushan, son of Nava Eliyahu and 
Dani Shushan.

May 4, 2019
Mari Hergemueller-Blumenthal

Daughter of 
Kim & David Blumenthal

*Mazel Tov also to Mari's mother, Kim, on 
becoming a Bat Mitzvah

May 18, 2019
Lily Rosenzweig

Daughter of 
Avi & Steve Rosenzweig

May 25, 2019
Matan Cohn

Son of 
Plia & Creighton Cohn

June 1, 2019
Benjamin Kruger

Son of 
Nicole & Warren Kruger

June 22, 2019
Gabriel Bernstein

Son of 
Leah Silberman Bernstein & 

Steven Bernstein

UPCOMING B'NAI MITZVAH

The Congregation extends heartfelt sympathy to the families of:

Isabelle Finkelstein
Robert “Bob” Groer
Jacky Levy Kelman
Milton Movitz
Neal Novack
Stanley Oberman
Helene Patricia Raisher

Mike Resnick
Evelyn Schultz
Seymour Schwartz
Aileen Shanker
Shirley Sweet
David Zoll

May their memories be a source of blessing!

As of 4/24/19

CONDOLENCES
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Mazel Tov to Hazzan Sharon Nathanson on the 
historic signing of her lifetime contract at the 

5779 Annual Meeting!
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In our Community

By the time this bulletin reaches your mailbox, my family will 
be just a few days away from celebrating my son, Wolfgang’s, 
first birthday. Wolfgang, or “Wolfie” as we call him, has 
enjoyed a year of learning about the world and connecting 
to his surroundings – not unlike most children his age. 
However, Wolfie’s story began long before his birth and I was 
invited to share some of that story with you in this article.

I found out a couple of years ago - shortly after being hired to 
work at B’nai Amoona - that in order to get pregnant, I would 
need some sort of fertility treatment. At first, my husband 
and I just thought that meant a few pills, then a few pills 
turned into pills and injections, and eventually my doctor 
recommended we move onto In Vitro Fertilization (IVF). 

I first attempted IVF in January of 2017. I learned very early on that there isn’t a single aspect of a person’s life that isn’t affected 
when they receive fertility treatments. It is a mental, physical, emotional, financial, and social drain – so, if you know anyone 
receiving fertility treatments, hug them. Hug them tightly - and if they are not pregnant or nursing - buy them a drink.

We were in a particularly unique position because other complications arose that lead us to use donor embryos – this meant that 
if I became pregnant, my child would have no genetic relation to me or my husband. I proceeded with the procedure to place 
two of our four donated embryos into my uterus; one “stuck” and eventually grew into my silly, cheese quesadilla loving little 
munchkin. 

While it wasn’t hard for me to accept that Wolfie doesn’t share my DNA, I have learned that there is a stigma and some 
misinformation regarding families created like mine. It’s common to hear jokes about him being a “test tube baby,” or people 
asking if I knew who “the real mom and dad” were. Comments like this make it clear that as far as science has gotten with 
fertility treatments, the outside world is still a little behind the times. 

This is why it is a personal goal of mine to see that more opportunities arise for Jewish families built with a little help from 
science (fertility medication, surrogacy, intrauterine insemination, In Vitro Fertilization, etc.) connect and support one another. 

If you or someone you know would benefit from this type of support, please email me at Rachel@bnaiamoona.com.

Our Communications Coordinator, Rachel Bray-Spezia, her  husband James, and their son,Wolfgang were the featured family in the National 
Registry for Adoption (NRFA.org) March blog. You can read the full article by visiting https://www.nrfa.org/matched-on-nrfa-rachel-james/
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This spring the Social Action Committee had two collections. First, we collected toiletries and school supplies for the Annie 
Malone Home. They provide a safe place for children who are unable to stay at their parents' or guardians' homes.

Next we braved a cold spring day to collect used bicycles for Bikeworks. After learning about bike repair, bike maintenance, 
and bike safety, the Bikeworks program allows children and teens to keep a bike they select. Bikes that cannot be used are 
broken into spare parts.  Many thanks to our wonderful volunteers: Jeremy Goldmeier, Dr. Gary Myers, and Cheryl Perl who 
spent three hours helping unload bikes and recording the names of donors. Thanks to their efforts, Bikeworks now has 26 
bikes.

Be sure to watch the bulletin, Ennouncements, and Shabbat Sheets for Social Action Committee projects. Please join us for 
a project, a meeting, or to make a suggestion. 

Social

Laura Goldmeier
Social Action Chair
GoldDJLR@aol.com

314-997-1253

Laura

Action

In April, we delivered Passover supplies in a bag to congregants in 
Senior facilities and who don’t get out much.  Studies have shown that 
Passover is the most recognized and celebrated Jewish Holiday.  Therefore, 
taking the time to visit 60 congregants around Passover allowed them to 
reminisce, share stories and songs from many joyful Seders past.  For some 
congregants this was their only Passover experience, while for others it 
allowed them to begin preparing for Pesach.  The most important takeaway, 
is that we allow congregants to share their story.  Please contact me if you 
want to volunteer.

Please let us know if you, a family member, or a congregant goes into a 
hospital, rehab facility, skilled nursing facility, etc.  We would love to reach 
out, but due to HIPAA laws we can only do so if we know where they are.  
Please contact Amy Maupin, 314-576-9990 x131 or amy@bnaiamoona.com, 
or feel free to contact me at the information listed below. Todah Rabbah!

Shomrei Amoonim

JF&CS Office Hours at B'nai Amoona

Sheryl
Sheryl Kalman

Shomrei Amoonim Chair
636-537-2538

shomrei.amoonim@gmail.com

Michael Faccini, Mental Health Care Manager from Jewish Family & Children's Service is offering walk-in hours at 
B'nai Amoona Mondays from 2:00 - 5:00 pm in Classroom 19. During those hours, Michael offers mental health and 
substance abuse assessments and guides you through the referral process. Everyone receives ongoing follow-up to 
make sure they're getting the help they need. For more information, contact Michael at 314-812-9307 or 
mfaccini@jfcs-stl.org. 

mailto:GoldDJLR%40aol.com%20?subject=
mailto:Shomrei.amoonim%40gmail.com?subject=
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Sisterhood BA
Summer Wednesday Morning Continuing Education Series
Join Sisterhood this summer for our regular Wednesday morning series from 10:00 - 11:30 am.  We'll be studying Jewish 
Mysticism, Madonna and Modernity.  The class will be facilitated by Rabbi Neal Rose with special guest speakers.  The summer 
session dates will run from June 12 through August 21 (12 weeks).  Class fees are $15 for Sisterhood and Men's Club members 
and $30 for non-members. Please call Barb Hoffman at 314-691-0435 for more information.  Visit Adult Education on the 
website to register.

B'nai Amoona's Sisterhood has a Book Club we share with Kol Rinah's Sisterhood

Meetings are on the fourth Thursday of each month.  We gather at the St. Louis County Library 
Headquarters on Lindbergh Blvd (across from Plaza Frontenac) from 10:00 - 11:30 am.  New members 
are always welcome!!  You do not need to come every month, just come when you can, nor is it required 
that you have read (or finished reading) the book selection for the month! 

May 23 - A River Could Be a Tree by Angela Himsel (268 pages)

June 27 - A Spark of Light by Jodi Picoult (384 pages)

For more information on the Book Group or author events, please call Enid Weisberg-Frank at 314-576-2864. 

Tribute Cards
Sisterhood Tribute Cards are a wonderful way to 
honor and remember loved ones AND support 
the work of Sisterhood. Reach out to Laura 
Shapiro at lasmsw@sbcglobal.net to purchase 
your cards.

Mah Jongg Continues this Summer
Join us for a regular game 1:00 - 3:00 pm 
every Wednesday afternoon (excluding days 
the building is closed).  Drop by and check 
out the game.  All are welcome.  You don’t 
need to make a regular commitment to 
participate and it’s free.  Contact Lisa Samis at 
lsamis53@gmail.com or 314-805-2254.

Mazel Tov to our 2019-2020 Board
Please visit the Sisterhood page on the BA website to view 
our new Sisterhood Board.

Study Mishnah Berakhot With WLCJ in 2019
Looking for ways to immerse yourself in Jewish study and text? Women’s League for Conservative Judaism is excited to offer 
a new program to enhance, enrich, and engage our Conservative Jewish Women in the 21st Century: Listen, Pray, Think: A 
Journey through Mishnah Berakhot, an 18-month study of the entire Tractate Masechet, of Mishnah Berakhot. This course 
consists of ten live Zoom videoconferencing sessions taught by female scholars and rabbis, which will be recorded and posted 
on the Women’s League website. Materials will also be available on our WLCJ website prior to each session for individual 
study, B’chavruta (study with a partner or as a group) with your Sisterhood. Instructors include Rabbi Amy Levin, Rabbi 
Gail Labovitz, Rabbi Cheryl Peretz, Rabbi Ellen S. Wolintz-Fields, and Rabbi Pamela Barmash.  The first session was 
on Sunday, March 17, but will be repeated.  We did it together in the Mendelson Library and will do it together again when 
it is repeated (date to be announced). The second session will be on Monday, May 13, at 7:00 pm. If you are interested in 
participating, please contact Sheryl Kalman at 314-422-2538 to register as part of our group.

           Like us on Facebook
          @BASisterhood

mailto:lsamis53%40gamil.com?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/JudaicaShopBASisterhood/
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Tribute...
YAHRZEITS 
IN MEMORY OF 
Celia Pevnick 

Roz & Gerald Rothman 
 

Mannie Schermer 
Betty & Lloyd Schermer 

 

Rob Schenberg 
Gerry & Joseph Schenberg 

 

Anna Faye Hoffman 
Joan Hoffman 

 

Jake Kohn 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Herman 

 

Dr. Benjamin Baker 
Barbara Bahn 

 

Sandra Williams 
Maurice Williams 

 

Frank Taterka 
Doris Taterka -Abrams 

 

Austin Tashma, Jack Lapp 
Rozella & Jerry Lapp 

 

Max Cohen 
Roberta Hayman 

 

William Landow 
Gene & Betty Landow 

 

Toby Scott, Ronald Tennenbaum 
Wilma & Harvey Gerstein 

 

Jacob Serber 
Jane & Joseph Serber 

 

Margaret Hieken 
Barbara Barenholtz & Milton Hieken 

 

Libby Meyer, Meyer Hoffman 
Joan Hoffman 

 

Harry Towbin 
Gerald Towbin 

 

Marvin Routman, father & Ben 
Routman, grandfather 

Benita Routman 
 

Sorel Harris 
Lynn A. Harris 

 

Letty Goodman 
Mark Goodman 

 

Susie & Michael Mlynarczyk 
Walter Zinn, David Zinn 

 

Kate Fitter, Sharon Cohen 
Marvin G. Cohen 

 

Sam Siegel, beloved father 
Beverly Friedman 

 

Arlene Apter, Sandra J. Williams 
Marcy & Rick Williams 

 

Frances Cohen, Louis L. Cohen 
Shari & Eric Cohen 

 

Fay Chorlins 
Susan & Jack Palan 

 

Goldye Rosen, Al Dreyfus 
Marilyn & Les Rosen 

Estelle Diamant 
Henry Diamant 
Kay Diamant 

 

Russell Kaplan, beloved father 
Shirley Snitzer 

 

Rose Schenberg 
Gerry & Joe Schenberg 

 

Dorothy Andrew, mother 
Gary Andrew 

 

Janet Mayfield, sister 
Patti Wolkowitz 

 

Leo Pokres 
Martin Pokres 

 

Bernard Cohen, uncle 
JoLinda & Sanford Cohen 

 

Leah Landow 
Betty & Gene Landow 

 

Mike Mamroth 
Robin Pernikoff 

 

Wendy Susan Kleinfeld Levy 
June & Alvin Wolff 

 

Yetta Gellman 
Estelle, Frank, Scott & Stephen 
Keller 

 

Jake Kohn 
Bernadine Kahn 

 

David Becker 
Leslie & Ron Becker 

 

Hortense Haith 
Estelle & Frank Keller 

 

Kimberly Sue Hessen 
Barbara & Harry Shechter 

 

Rebecca Schenberg 
Shirlene Baris 

 

Mollie Pokres 
Ilene & Sheldon Pokres 

 

Solomon Cherrick, Libba Cherrick, 
Lena Garber, Ina Helen Moss 

Lorraine & Jordan Cherrick 
 

Flora Grodsky 
Goldee Miller 

 

Cecelia Fogelman 
Bev & Richard Fogelman 

 

Rose Weisberg 
Debbi & Brian Braunstein 

 

Sam Rothman, Joseph Pevnick, 
Shirley Troyan 

Roz & Gerald Rothman 
 

Carl Baker, MD 
Helen Baker 

 

Esther Bluestein, Hilda Schramm, 
Sam Schramm 

Gloria Schramm 
 

Constance J. Kincaid 
Marilyn & W. L. Kincaid 

 

Beverly Franklin 
Marjorie & Syd Pessen 

 

Gertrude Pokres, Mollie Pokres 
Martin Pokres 

 

Esther Lieberman 
Bea Sorkin 

 

Margaret Lamberg 
Richard Glass 

 

Daniel Andrew 
Gary Andrew 

 

Fannie Mae Wallace 
James Wallace 

 
GENERAL FUND 
IN HONOR OF 
Barbara & Harry Shechter’s 60th 
anniversary 

Joan Hoffman 
Julie & Lenny Frankel 
Laurie & Stu Cohen 
Marlene & Marv Rosengarten 
Sandy & Don Rosen 

 

Sheryl Kalman 
Bonnie Davis 
Missy Hanin 
Barb Rosenfield 

 

Ed Balk, Mitzvah Mensch 
Bonnie & Steve Davis 

 

Dr. David Kantor for hosting Rabbi 
Candidate 

Rabbinic Search Committee 
 

Jennifer & Matt Smith for hosting 
Rabbi Candidate 

Rabbinic Search Committee 
 

Peggy & Elliot Alper’s 60th anniversary 
Laurie & Stuart Cohen 

 

Faith & Bruce Waxman’s daughter’s 
engagement 

Bonnie & Steve Davis 
 

Brandon Rosen & Jessica Sikora’s 
engagement 

Betsy Enger 
 

Beverly Stuhlman’s adult Bat Mitzvah 
Joan Hoffman 
Maureen Rutherford 
Betsy Enger 
Julie & Lenny Glaser 
Margie Kessler 
Estelle & Frank Keller and Family 
Marilyn Zimbalist 
Daniel Stuhlman 

 

Phyllis Goldberg’s new great 
grandson 

Janet & Seymour Krout 
 

Alvin Werner’s birthday 
Edie Price 

 

Mollie Nathanson 
Zeena & Joe Goldenberg 
Bonnie & Steve Davis 
Joanne Guller 
Judy & Jerry Zafft 
Jackie Levin & Michael Rubin 

Natalie & Larry Goldman 
Beverly Stuhlman 
Rochelle Harris 
Anat Reschke 
Jackie Levin & Michael Rubin 

 

Judy Lazerwitz’s special birthday 
Carol & Jeff Schulman 

 

Roslyn Glaser’s 80th birthday 
Eileen Edelman 
Susan & Richard Roman 
Ruth Satz and Sue & Herb Orenstein 
Betsy Enger 
Julie & Lenny Frankel 

 

Barbara Shechter’s retirement 
Bob & Nancy Gellman 
Vivian Gellman 
Rhoda Grimsky 
Rozella & Jerry Lapp 
Terry & Harvey Hieken 
Diana & Shelly Lutz 

 

Harvey Hieken, Man of the Year 
Judy & Rick Abrams 
Betsy Enger 
Kathy & Tom DeWoskin 
Estelle & Frank Keller 
Cookie Simon 
Barbara & Bob Hoffman 

 

Levi Rose, Youth of the Year 
Estelle & Frank Keller 
Cookie Simon 
Barbara & Bob Hoffman 

 

Rick Hitt’s recovery 
Barb & Harv Citerman 
The Board Executive Committee 

 

Liessa Alperin & Staff 
Fred Blumenthal, PHD 

 

Beverly Chervitz, Minyannaire of the 
Year 

Laurie & Stu Cohen 
 

Marla Goldstein 
Deanna Witt, Libby & Anne 

 

Joe Elfanbaum’s marriage 
Sharon & Steve Schwartz 

 

Rabbi Orrin Krublit’s visit 
Rozella & Jerry Lapp 

 

IN MEMORY OF 
Sally Mannase, sister of Marvin 
Mishkin 

Fran & Harvey Cantor 
 

Leonard Chod 
Paul Chod 

 

Shirley Elliot 
Chani & Rami Pinsberg 

 

Neal Novack 
Julie & Steve Mathes 
Doris & Steve Schwartz 

 

Richard Gavatin’s Brother 
Susan & Fred Levko 

 

Marvin (Mike) Resnick 
Maurice Eichler 
Margie Kessler 

The Congregation acknowledges with thanks the following contributions:

In 
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Joan Hoffman 
Ruth & Sidney Levin 
Estelle & Frank Keller and Family 
Sarah & Howard Berk 
Rita Horwitz 
Jackie Pultman 
Beatrice Borenstein 
Julie & Lenny Frankel 

 

Irvin Goldstein 
Joyce & Nathan Goldstein 

 

Shirley Taylor 
Sylvia & Stuart Manewith 

 

Milton Movitz 
Judy & Jerry Zafft 
Sylvia & Stuart Manewith 
The Callen Family 
Betsy Enger 
Susan & Fred Levko 
Tuesday Ladies Torah/Melton Group 
Laurie & Larry Badler 

 

Jacky Levy Kelman 
Susan & Fred Levko 
Julie & Lenny Frankel 
Sheryl Kalman 

 

Helene “Pat” Raisher 
Fran & Harvey Cantor 

 
BEN SACHS BREAKFAST FUND 
IN HONOR OF 
Rita & Ed Balk’s sponsorship of 
Shabbat Across America 

Barbara & Bob Hoffman 
 

IN MEMORY OF 
Samuel Noll 

Beverlee Sagel 
 

Ann Lazar 
Terry & Harvey Hieken 

 

Jeanette Brown, mother 
Edith & Harvey Brown 

 
CAMP RAMOT AMOONA 
JONATHAN GOLDBERG 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
IN MEMORY OF 
Robert (Bob) Groer 

Carla & Leonard Weintraub 
Joelyn & Ed Levy 
Sarah Beth & Gavriel Matt 
Marilyn & Les Wagner 
Stephanie & Barry Yusman 
Friends at Diba Imports 
Linda Malin 
Lynn Joy & Meyer Sapoff 
Fran & Harvey Cantor 
Lin Jones & Gene Cohen 

 

Jonathan Goldberg 
Linda & Philip Dembo 

 
DAVID GREENSTEIN EARLY 
CHILDHOOD CENTER MEMORIAL 
FUND 
IN HONOR OF 
Jennifer & Matt Smith’s son’s Bar 
Mitzvah 

Esther & Harvey Greenstein 
 

 

Bev Stuhlman’s Bat Mitzvah 
Esther & Harvey Greenstein 

 

Harvey Greenstein - Purim 
Eleanor Glick 
Phyllis Goldberg 
Vivian Zvibleman 

 

Harvey Hieken, Man of the Year 
Esther & Harvey Greenstein 

 

Lev Rose, Youth of the Year 
Esther & Harvey Greenstein 

 

The Lutz Family - Purim 
Eleanor Glick 
Phyllis Goldberg 

 

Beverly Chervitz, Minyannaire of the 
Year 

Esther & Harvey Greenstein 
 

IN MEMORY OF 
Mike Resnick 

Esther & Harvey Greenstein 
 
DR. EDWARD & MARLA COHEN 
CARING COMMITTEE 
ENDOWMENT FUND 
IN HONOR OF 
The Greenstein Family 

Myrna & Jay Meyer 
 

IN MEMORY OF 
Mike Resnick 

Marla & Ed Cohen 
 

Jonathan Stiller 
Marla & Ed Cohen 

 
ENID GREENSTEIN INNOVATIVE 
EDUCATIONAL METHODS FUND 
IN HONOR OF 
Steve Mansbach & Jules Frane’s 
hospitality 

Janet Lutz, Lisa Greenstein & Lori 
Linder 

 

IN MEMORY OF 
Milton Movitz 

Janet & Barry Lutz 
 
GARY & PHYLLIS TRAUB CAMP 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
IN HONOR OF 
Phyllis Traub 

Gerald Bamberger 
 
HARVEY DOBKIN FIX-IT 
ENDOWMENT FUND 
IN HONOR OF 
Barbara Shechter’s retirement 

Lisa & Jim Deutsch 
Roberta & Jim Deutsch 

 

IN MEMORY OF 
Jacky Kelman 

Lisa & Jim Deutsch 
 
JACOB AND EDITH SHEINBEIN 
TORAH CARE FUND 
IN HONOR OF 
Rochelle Enger’s 80th birthday 

Roslyn & Leonard Glaser 
 

 

Barbara Shechter’s retirement 
Sharon Kirsch & Ed Rosen 

 

Roz Glaser’s 80th birthday 
Sharon Kirsch & Ed Rosen 
Rochelle & Sheldon Enger 

 

IN MEMORY OF 
Lena Komm 

Stephanie & Barry Yusman 
 
JOSEPH GOLDMAN BRING LIGHT 
TO CAMP FUND 

IN HONOR OF 
Mollie Nathanson 

Leslie Freeman 
 

Beverly Stuhlman’s Bat Mitzvah 
Alan Zimbalist 

 

Lester Goldman’s special birthday 
Laura & Ron Sucher and Family 

 

IN MEMORY OF 
Mike Resnick 

Abby & Craig Hollander 
 

Milton Movitz 
Rebecca & Louis Goldman 

 

Bob Groer 
Dana, Zachary & Owen Taylor 

 
KAREN CHOD CAMP ASSISTANCE 
MEMORIAL FUND 
IN HONOR OF 
Georgee & Jeff Waldman’s son 
Chase’s Bar Mitzvah 

Linda & Scott Malin 
Rosalie Franklin & Oscar Goldberg 

 

Vivian & Larry Waldman’s grandson 
Chase’s Bar Mitzvah 

Rosalie Franklin & Oscar Goldberg 
 

Barbara & Harry Shechter’s 60th 
anniversary 

Susie & David Gitt 
Rosalie Franklin & Oscar Goldberg 

 

Beverly Stuhlman’s Bat Mitzvah 
Rosalie Franklin & Oscar Goldberg 

 

Roz Glaser’s special birthday 
Laurie & Larry Badler 

 

Bev Chervitz, Minyannaire of the Year 
Marcia & Hesh Lyons 

 

IN MEMORY OF 
Milton Movitz 

Rosalie Franklinr 
 

Mike Resnick 
Aaron Oberman 

 

Leonard Chod 
Jackie & Barry Chod 

 
KIDDUSH DONATION 
IN HONOR OF 
Beverly Stuhlman’s adult Bat Mitzvah 

Rhoda Grimsky 
 

Beverly Chervitz’s special birthday 
Gary Chervitz 
Marianne & Steve Chervitz 

 

IN MEMORY OF 
Anne Meyer 

Myrna & Jay Meyer 
 
LIBRARY DONATION 
IN HONOR OF 
Beverly Stuhlman’s Bat Mitzvah 

Joan & Jerry Kaskowitz 
 

Roz Glaser’s 80th birthday 
Joan & Jerry Kaskowitz 

 
LINDA ROTSKOFF EARLY 
CHILDHOOD CENTER DONATION 
IN HONOR OF 
Barbara Shechter 

Linda Wolf 
 

Dr. Norman & Naomi Fishman’s new 
grandchild 

Barbie & John Perlmutter 
 

Irene Hirschfield 
James Hirschfield 

 

IN MEMORY OF 
Mr. Shulman 

Linda Rotskoff 
 
LISSEK MUSIC ENDOWMENT FUND 
IN HONOR OF 
Ed Balk, Mitzvah Mensch 

Michal & Cantor Leon Lissek 
 
LYNN MYERS MEMORIAL 
MITZVAH ENDOWMENT FUND 
IN HONOR OF 
Enid Weisberg-Frank, Rabbi Carnie 
Rose, Rabbi Orrin Krublit, and Cantor 
Sharon Nathanson 

Jessica Landy 
 

Cantor Nathanson’s lifetime contract 
Gary Myers 

 

Harvey Hieken, Man of the Year 
Gary Myers 

 

Levi Rose, Youth of the Year 
Gary Myers 

 

IN MEMORY OF 
Brian Smith 

Gary Myers 
 
MARILYN & MARVIN MISKIN 
MAHZOR FUND 
IN MEMORY OF 
Norman Wielansky 

Marvin Mishkin 
 
NATHAN & BELLE STOLIAR CANDY 
FUND 
IN HONOR OF 
Chase Waldman’s Bar Mitzvah 

Jessica Landy 
 
OSCAR & ELAINE GOLDBERG NEW 
IDEA FUND 
IN HONOR OF 
Barbara & Harry Shechter’s 60th 
anniversary 

Debbie & Jeff Dalin 
 

Mollie Nathanson 
Debbie & Jeff Dalin 
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Bev Chervitz, Minyannaire of the Year 
Rosalie Franklin & Oscar Goldberg 
Marla & Gary Goldstein 

 

Harvey Hieken, Man of the Year 
Rosalie Franklin & Oscar Goldberg 

 

Howard Hellman’s special birthday 
Rosalie Franklin & Oscar Goldberg 

 
IN MEMORY OF 
Joseph Burstein 

Oscar Goldberg 
 

Ruth Block 
Judy Lazerwitz 

 

Marvin (Mike) Resnick 
Rosalie Franklin 
Oscar Goldberg 

 

Stan Wilensky 
Judy Lazerwitz 

 

Gloria Hoffman, sister-in-law 
Oscar Goldberg 

 

Shirley Wilensky 
Judy Lazerwitz 

 
PAUL & BETTY MENDELSON AND 
FAMILY FOOD FOR THE NEEDY 
FUND 
IN HONOR OF 
Betty Mendelson’s birthday 

Barbara & Martin Poleski 
 

“Grammy” Barbara Shechter 
Doris Taterka-Abrams 

 

IN MEMORY OF 
Bernie Siegel 

Sandra Weitkamp 
 

Jacky Kelman 
John Franken 

 
PULPIT DONATION 
IN MEMORY OF 
Flo Grodsky, dear mother 

Joy Levin 
 
RABBI BERNARD LIPNICK 
FOUNDATION FOR THE 
CONSERVATIVE MOVEMENT 
IN HONOR OF 
Rabbi Orrin Krublit 

Gloria & Sandy Spitzer 
 

Harvey Hieken, Man of the Year 
Gloria & Sandy Spitzer 

 

Levi Rose, Youth of the Year 
Gloria & Sandy Spitzer 

 
SAMMY GOLDMAN KABBALAT 
SHABBAT MUSIC FUND 
IN HONOR OF 
Beverly Stuhlman’s Bat Mitzvah 

Shelley & Daniel Zimbalist 
 

Lester Goldman’s special birthday 
Susan Nathanson 

 

Lester Goldman’s birthday 
Phyllis Schneider 

 

IN MEMORY OF 
Mike Resnick 

Lester Goldman 
 

Sylvia Loomstein, mother & 
grandmother 

Susan Nathanson & Family 
 

Rabbi Avraham Tzvi Landa 
Lester Goldman 

 

Jacky Kelman 
Lester Goldman 

 

Milton Movitz 
Lester Goldman 

 
SETH M. CHARLSON CAMP RAMOT 
AMOONA SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
IN HONOR OF 
Aileen & Michel Leavitt’s new 
granddaughter Evie 

Nancy & Alan Charlson 
 

Mollie Nathanson’s Bat Mitzvah 
Nancy & Alan Charlson 

 

Trudi & Reid Evensky’s new 
granddaughter Evie 

Nancy & Alan Charlson 
 

Sherri & Steve Newstead’s new 
grandson Evan 

Nancy & Alan Charlson 
 

Susan & Jeff Firestone 
granddaughters’ B’nai Mitzvah 

Nancy & Alan Charlson 
 

Barbara Shechter 
Doris & Harold Zinn 

 

Marla Cohen’s speedy recovery 
Nancy & Alan Charlson 

 

Gay Gordon’s new grandson Walter 
Elfrink 

Nancy & Alan Charlson 
 

IN MEMORY OF 
Denny Bernstein’s brother-in-law 
Jerry Buchek 

Nancy & Alan Charlson 
 

Betty Leavitt 
Susan Spears 

 

Bette Abeles’ mother, Ilse 
Nancy & Alan Charlson 

 

Lesley Singer, dear niece 
Nancy & Alan Charlson 

 
SHOMREI AMOONIM FUND 
IN HONOR OF 
Beverly Stuhlman’s Bat Mitzvah 

Sheryl Kalman 
 

IN MEMORY OF 
Mike Resnick 

Sheryl Kalman 
 

Milton Movitz 
Sheryl Kalman 

 

Helene Raisher 
Sheryl Kalman 

 

Aileen Shanker 
Debbi & Brian Braunstein 

 
SOCIAL ACTION DONATION 
IN HONOR OF 
Retirement Laura Goldmeier 

Gertrude Hilbert 
 

Beverly Stuhlman’s Bat Mitzvah 
Gertrude Hulbert 

 
STANLEY & ROCHELLE FERDMAN 
INNOVATIVE ADULT EDUCATION 
FUND 
IN HONOR OF 
Beverly Stuhlman 

Rochelle & Stanley Ferdman 
 

IN MEMORY OF 
Milton Movitz 

Rochelle & Stanley Ferdman 
 
USY DONATION 
IN HONOR OF 
Levi Rose, Youth of the Year 

Judy & Richard Abrams 
Anita & Ken Kraus 

 
 
 
 
 
Tributes received after April 
10, 2019 will appear in the 
next bulletin. 

Tributes received after April 10
will appear in the next bulletin.

A special note from our Rabbis and 
Cantor: Though we do not publish 

the names of those who make 
contributions to our Discretionary 

Funds (as a way to protect their 
request for anonymity), we 

deeply appreciate your continued 
thoughtfulness and generosity. 

Todah Rabbah & may you continue 
to be blessed from On-High. 
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Have you seen our Pray-ground?
Over the last 5 years, many families have shared a desire to be together, in the Main Sanctuary, during Shabbat. Parents 
expressed they do not like the model of dropping their child(ren) at a child-oriented service, or activity, separate from 
them.    

Research has shown us that when children are separated from the greater worshipping community, children receive the 
message they are not welcome as part of the community and there is not a place for them.

After thoughtful listening and a desire to respond to the needs of our families, we have implemented a Pray-ground. You 
will find our Pray-ground in the back of the Main Sanctuary, allowing for children to quietly engage in age-appropriate 
activities while experiencing Shabbat with the greater worshipping community.

We have already observed positive behaviors as children move around the aisles, speak quietly in the back and engage 
in activities. During Purim, we witnessed children dancing up to, and around, the Bimah throughout the service and then 
visiting the Pray-ground quite seamlessly.  

We look forward to continuing this innovative and inclusive experience in our community. We, as educators, are committed 
to the success of this intentional prayer philosophy. We will continue to provide Junior Congregation, Shabbat Club and 
Childcare. Please do not hesitate to share your feedback with us.

♥	Anita Kraus, Liessa Alperin and Sarah Shulman


