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Remembering and Naming;
Remembering to Name

explaining our world since that fi rst great calling out of names. 
But how do we each receive our individual names? The Hebrew 
word for name is shem. Two Hebrew lett ers, shin and mem, form 
this word. These lett ers are the core of the word neshamah, 
soul. Our sages teach that each of our souls, our essence, is con-
tained in our name. They explain that before the birth of a child, 
parents become neviim, prophets, intuiti ng what name this child 
should carry in the world. In the Tanach, the Hebrew Bible, we 
read, “K’shmo ken hu; the person is like their name.” (Samuel 1 
25:25).

Rosh HaShanah is called by several names; one of which is Yom 
HaZikaron, The Day of Remembering. Rabbi Simon Jacobson 
gives us one essence of the way we remember on Rosh Ha-
Shanah with this prayer,  “Please remember me, and through 
doing that, remind me of my mission on earth so that I may 
never forget it.”  What are the signs posted along the road of 
life that help us remember who we are, why we are? In our 
traditi on, we begin with naming and being named.

According to Jewish traditi on, the very fi rst job given to adam, 
the human, was to name all of the creatures. The human 
looked into the eyes of each creature and sensed and knew—
this is your name, hippopatomus! Lemur! Flamingo! Walrus!  
And we humans have been naming, defi ning, recognizing and 



Back Home by Orit Martin

As Shakespeare so famously taught, “What’s in a name? that which we call a rose by any other name would 
smell as sweet.” But we do call it a rose; that is its name which conjures that magnificent rose fragrance and 
soft-petalled beauty. Our names illuminate our paths; help shape our lives; connect us to Torah and tradition. 
And we, each one of us, become like the first human as we name what we see before us; as we give meaning 
to our lives by naming what is significant, what is deeply, profoundly important. 

Quite a number 
of years ago, on 
Rosh HaShanah, I 
asked each of us 
to become Shom-
rim, persons who 
watch over, guard, 
keep and care for 
something specific 
in this world. From 
being Shomrim 
for trees and bees 
to safeguarding 
hope and love 
and literacy, we 
have been being 
Shomrim. This 
Rosh HaShanah, 
I am asking us to 
once again renew 
these efforts of ours by naming what we can and must be responsible for this year. Name your purpose and 
then shout it out and take care of it with all of your might. Give a name to what you care for: saving the home 
planet, rescuing rhinos and elephants and frogs, being part of this journey we call Judaism in the company of 
our fellow Chaverimniks, protecting children, standing with refugees, celebrating the diversity of the human 
species. Name it; nurture it; notice it as you walk upon your way; as you sit within your house. 

China’s Roving Elephants Rest  © Xinhua/REX

Beehive © William Jones-Warner  Page 3



 Page 4

9/11 Memorial & Tribute ©Raul Cruz

For poetry on the bimah for September, I chose two poems, The Names by Billy Collins and 
Each of Us Has a Name by Zelda. In The Names, Billy Collins calls out the names of some 
of the individuals who perished on 9/11. He does not allow them to remain nameless; just 
numbered not known. I offer his poem as a way of remembering the 20th remembrance of 
September 11, 2001, 9/11. I hope you will join me on Saturday morning, September 11, as 
we share Reflections on 9/11 through the study of parashat Vayeilech, the Torah position, 
Vayeilech. I will give a drasha, an interpretation, of Zelda’s poem during Shabbat Services 
on Sepember 3. 

      With the Blessing of all of our names,
      Rabbi Stephanie S. Aaron



Beit T’fillah
House of Prayer
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Friday, September 3:

Early Shabbat 
 at 6:00 p.m. 

Shabbat Services
7:00 p.m.

Saturday, September 11:

Torah Study and 9/11 
Reflections
  at 9:00 a.m.
Meditative Shabbat Chant 
Services
   at 10:00 a.m. 

Friday, September 24:
Shabbat Succot
  at 6:30 p.m.
Bring your lulav and etrog! 
Shake and celebrate in the suk-
kah!

Shofar Fields by Shmita Lynne Feldman

The Days of Awe:  The High Holy Days at Chaverim

Monday, September 6 at 7:00 p.m. - Erev Rosh Hashanah Services at Chaverim. 
Service will be available on Zoom, Facebook Live, and Chaverim’s website (chaverim.
net).

Tuesday, September 7 at 9:00 a.m. - Rosh Hashanah morning services at Brandi 
Fenton Park for the Great Shofar Blowing. 

Join Rabbi Aaron and Cantorial Soloist Diana Povolotskaya for 100 blasts of the 
shofar, song, 
prayer, and story 
accompanied by 
our new canto-
rial soloist team 
of Tom Craco-
vaner and Paul 
Tumarkin on 
banjo and gui-
tar. Services will 
be available on 
Zoom, Facebook 
Live, Chaverim’s 
website (chaver-
im.net), and on 
the radio, which 
you can listen to 
in your car!

Wednesday, 
September 15 at 
7:00 p.m. - Kol 
Nidrei Services 
at ASDB Berger 
Performing Arts 
Center. 

Please bring proof of vaccination and your mask! Services will be available on 
Zoom, Facebook Live, and Chaverim’s website (chaverim.net).

Thursday, September 16 

9:30 a.m. - Children’s Yom Kippur Morning Services

10:30 a.m. to 12 - Yom Kippur Morning Services

4:00 p.m. - Walk and talk with Rabbi Aaron

5:00 p.m. - Yiskor and Neilah followed by Havdallah and break the fast in the court-
yard.This service will be available on Zoom and Facebook Live.
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Hebrew School:

Monday, September 13 at 4:30 to 6:00 p.m.
Monday, September 20 at 4:30 to 6:00 p.m
Monday, September 27 at 4:30 to 6:00 p.m

All classes available on Zoom only.

Beit Midrash
Sunday, September 12 at 10:00 to 11:30 a.m.
Sunday, September 26 at 10:00 to 11:30 a.m.

All classes will be in person with masks.

Beit Midrash



POETRY 
ON THE BIMAH

September 2021
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Yesterday, I lay awake in the palm of the night.
A fine rain stole in, unhelped by any breeze,
And when I saw the silver glaze on the windows,
I started with A, with Ackerman, as it happened,
Then Baxter and Calabro,
Davis and Eberling, names falling into place
As droplets fell through the dark.
Names printed on the ceiling of the night.
Names slipping around a watery bend.
Twenty-six willows on the banks of a stream.

In the morning, I walked out barefoot
Among thousands of flowers
Heavy with dew like the eyes of tears,
And each had a name—
Fiori inscribed on a yellow petal
Then Gonzales and Han, Ishikawa and Jenkins.

Names written in the air
And stitched into the cloth of the day.
A name under a photograph taped to a mailbox.
Monogram on a torn shirt,
I see you spelled out on storefront windows
And on the bright unfurled awnings of this city.
I say the syllables as I turn a corner—
Kelly and Lee.
Medina, Nardella, and O’Connor. 

When I peer into the woods,
I see a thick tangle where letters are hidden
As in a puzzle concocted for children.
Parker and Quigley in the twigs of an ash,
Rizzo, Schubert, Torres, and Upton,
Secrets in the boughs of an ancient maple.

Names written in the pale sky.
Names rising in the updraft amid buildings.
Names silent in stone
Or cried out behind a door.
Names blown over the earth and out to sea.

In the evening—weakening light, the last swallows.
A boy on a lake lifts his oars.
A woman by a window puts a match to a candle,
And the names are outlined on the rose clouds—
Vanacore and Wallace,
(let X stand, if it can, for the ones unfound)
Then Young and Ziminsky, the final jolt of Z.
Names etched on the head of a pin.
One name spanning a bridge, another undergoing a tunnel,
A blue name needled into the skin.
Names of citizens, workers, mothers and fathers,
The bright-eyed daughter, the quick son.
Alphabet of names in green rows in a field.

Names in the small track of birds.
Names lifted from a hat
Or balanced on the tip of the tongue.
Names wheeled into the dim warehouse of memory.
So many names, there is barely room on the walls of the heart.
                   

The Names
(for the victims of September 11th and their survivors)

Billy Collins,  
US Poet Laureate, 
2001-2003

9/11 Eulagies, one of a series of paintings by Ejay Weiss made with ash and dirt from Ground Zero
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Each Of Us Has A Name

Each of us has a name
given by G-d
and given by our parents
Each of us has a name
given by our stature and our smile
and given by what we wear
Each of us has a name
given by the mountains
and given by our walls
Each of us has a name
given by the stars
and given by our neighbors
Each of us has a name
given by our sins
and given by our longing
Each of us has a name
given by our enemies
and given by our love
Each of us has a name
given by our celebrations
and given by our work
Each of us has a name
given by the seasons
and given by our blindness
Each of us has a name
given by the sea
and given by
our death.    
            Zelda



ADULT BEIT MIDRASH

Wednesday
September 22
at 6:45 p.m.
In person w/masks!

The Lion Seeker is a captivat-
ing story, offering at times 
page-turning thrills and at oth-
ers a painful meditation on des-
tiny and volition. All too often 
debut novels stay too close to 
a writer’s own life; it is a great 

gift to be able to mine family 
history and flex the imagination 

to create something that exudes 
such urgency and brilliance as 
this memorable book. ~ NPR

A Century of Jewish Books Book Club
    Join the discussion, in person, w/masks or on Zoom!

Hope Valley is the story of two 
women, one Jewish-Israeli and 
one Palestinian-Israeli, who come 
together to form the unlikeliest 
of friendships. Tikvah and Ruby, 
who both carry familal and colec-
tive trauma, meet one day in the 
Galilean valley that separates the 
segegated villages in which the 
two women live. . . . In Hope Valley, 
we meet two strong women from 
nations in conflict, who circle each 
other and, in recognizing each 
other’s pain, offer us hope that fear 
and resentment can grow into love. 
~ Jewish Book Council

Wednesday
October 13, 2021
at 6:45 p.m.
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Beit Knesset – House of Meeti ng

Did you know . . . 
If you shop at Offi  ce Depot Offi  ceMax and give Chaverim’s phone number (520-320-1015) at checkout, we will 
receive rebate and recycling credits from your purchases? This works for copy services also. We use these credits to 
purchase offi  ce supplies. Thank you!
If you drop off  your used ink-jet cartridges at the offi  ce or in the white mailbox, Chaverim can recycle them for credit 
at Offi  ce Depot Offi  ceMax? Thank you!
When you make a purchase on Amazon.com, Chaverim can get 
fi ve percent of the cost? Before you shop, fi rst click on the “am-
azonsmile” link at the bott om of Chaverim’s home page (www.
chaverim.net). Follow the prompts and fi ll in your account infor-

mati on (or create a new account), and then you will be directed to 
your Amazon account as usual. There is no added cost! 

Shalom Chaverim!

Good news this month. 

Chaverim submitt ed a 2021 Nonprofi t Security Grant Program last April, and we were just noti fi ed that the grant was 
awarded. The grant will fund the following seven projects:

1. Replace the existi ng chain-link fence with a much taller wrought-iron fence

2. Enclose the main entry with decorati ve wrought iron

3. Upgrade the exterior lighti ng to include LED spotlights

4. Add gates to permit entry to the Community Garden area, Sanctuary main entrance, school emergency exit, 

 and school play area emergency exit

5. Upgrade the alarm systems

6. nstall a video surveillance system

7. Upgrade eight existi ng windows

We expect the work to start in the fall and take several months to complete.
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From the President:

Board Meeti ngs:  Monday, September 13, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. 

We welcome our board members: Rabbi Stephanie Aaron, Allen Brailey, Suzanne Baron-Helming, 
Alma Hernandez, Rick Oestreich, Bob Schwartz, and Judy Weymouth. 



Gabriel Sensibar, is a freshman in 
the Honors College at Northern 
Arizona University majoring in 
Forestry.

Chaverim All Stars
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Attention Journalists 
and Aspiring Journalists!

Material for the newsletter is due electronically on 
the fifth of the month prior to publication.



Beit Kehillah – House of Community

This year, deepen the meaning of your Yom Kippur fast. Make a tsedakah dona-
tion to Mazon* of the dollar amount you would have spent on food to feed your 
family during the 25 hours of your fast. ~ Rabbi Aaron

* Mazon is an American 
nonprofi t working to end 
hunger among people of 
all faiths and backgrounds 
in the United States and 
Israel.

To Donate:

htt ps://give.
mazon.org/
give/347319/#!/do-
nati on/checkout

Be a part of 

Chaverim’s 

Hunger Walk!

Details to 

come . . .
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After three neighborhood tree plantings, I have realized those of us who profess to love trees must focus on taking care 
of the established elder specimens already in our midst. Most of us have one or two trees in our yards or on our block 
that we adore. Let’s not just stand up for these sentries in theory, but do more day-to-day to help them thrive.

During last June’s 117° blitz, we were told we needed to deep water our trees. I hadn’t watered the paloverde in our 
nearest traffic circle since 2002, when we were babying it 
through its first summer. This year, thanks to my intrepid hus-
band who pieced four hoses together and was willing to drag 
the heavy rubber mass up the street, we were able to give that 
19-year-old tree a good drink.

Now that we are at the end of this record-breaking monsoon, 
the storms have taken their toll on the trees in a different way. 
Two paloverdes on our block have toppled. Broken-off mes-
quite limbs litter every sidewalk. And some limbs hang on eerily 
half-severed as if not willing to be released.

The tallest velvet mesquite I’ve ever seen lives in our backyard. It 
grows right alongside the back corner of our house and stretch-
es past our second story bedroom window. I have a front-row 
seat to view the sparrows born each spring and the magpie 
sounding the warning that the hawk’s about to descend. I float 
around in the pool and study its branches’ infinite crosshatch-
ings. I’ve been thinking about how trees are the neighborhoods 
for all kinds of creatures. They provide this large landscape for a 
multitude of smaller beings to exist. 

I was fortunate to take an August hike in Madera Canyon with 
an experienced naturalist and herbalist, and I was awakened to 
a whole new level of appreciation for the trees. In the past, I’d 

Trees of The Good Land by Judy Rose Sensibar
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easily been smitten with the gallant sycamores, their enormous five-fingered leaves that grow bigger than baseball mitts 
and turn the same leathery brown come fall. This time, we admired how the sycamores’ pale mottled bark wrinkles like a 
paloverde’s lithe skin, especially in the bend of their branches like a giant grandma’s crooked elbow.

Alligator juniper dominated the trail, and I never tire of its bark laid out in scaly tracks along its trunk. Because the Old 
Vault Mine trail was home to many who camped alongside one of the 12 mines in the canyon during the turn of last 
century, we also saw some surprises: a small cherry tree perched happily on a high embankment and a lone walnut tree 
down by the stream. 

Circling back to the importance of caring for mature trees, trees display their gifts openly. Our part as their caretakers is 
to notice their generosity, which is on full display among the trees at Chaverim. Many of the trees are among the seven 
Biblical species that we are to enjoy when we enter “the land, the good land, of brooks of water, of fountains and depths 
that spring out of the valleys and hills: a land of wheat, and barley, and grape vines, and fig trees, and pomegranates; a 
land of olives and honey.” D’varim 8:7-8

The Etrog tree was chosen and planted in the Karla Ember Memorial Garden because it is one of the four species includ-
ed with the lulav for the holiday of Sukkot. Never have I smelled something as delicate and enticing as the etrog. I hear 
Naomi found a French perfume made with etrog essence and gifted it to Rabbi one Sukkot. Rabbi reported it is “divine!” 

Our fruiting olives, also in 
the Torah, are no longer 
planted in Tucson since 
deemed to be highly aller-
genic. Mediterranean in 
origin like the cypress that 
stand by them, they are 
perfect for our dry heat. 
These gnarled olives have 
withstood many a Hebrew 
School student hiding out in 
their dense canopy, waiting 
for their tardy parents at 
pickup. Every year the olives 
share their fruit for the day 
someone will find the time 
to collect and pickle them.

The fig tree was chosen 
because of the references 
in Isaiah and Micah: “All the 
people shall sit under their 
vines and fig trees and no 
one shall make them afraid.” 
The fig tree stands senti-
nel in the center of Karla’s 
Garden and produces  fruit 
regularly. Now that kids will 
be back on Sundays, let’s 
make sure we encourage 
little hands to pick and savor 
these delicious baubles.   

Scent of the Fig Tree by Cathy Monnier
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    5 Matthew Atlas

  13 Sheryl Sitser

  14 Scott Weisman

  15 Nichole Churchill

  17 John Crow

  19 Jim Cracovaner

  

20 Jacquie Brailey  

22 David Glicksman

23 Joanna Norman

23 Ilana Addis

23 Mark Goldberg

25 Ethan Weiss

26 Rick Oestreich

29 Bryan Davis

30 Kyra Holtzman

30 Peter Sullivan

30 Brenda Rubin

30 Cynthia Busby

September   2       Barney and Kyra Pedden Holtzman
September   3       David and Jill Kagan Putt
September   4       Gennady and Leilani Sare
September   6       Kathy Gerst and Brian Hunter
September   9       Randy Emerson and Bonnie Sedlmayr-Emerson
September  24      Ilana Addis and John O’Dowd 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES

Vivienne Rosen          September 24, 2013
Phoenix Greeney       September 25, 2013

YELADIM

Lifecycles
September

SEPTEMBER ADULT BIRTHDAYS



L’C���� G������ F���
Allen and Jacqueline Brailey
Anonymous
Oestreich Giving Fund
Judy Rose Sensibar

R���� A����’� 
D������������ F���
Debbie De Le Rosa in memory of Pauline 
   Goralnik
Gary Emerson and Laury Goll in memory 
   of Darrel Goll
Kim Evenchik
Ann ReVelle
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Y������� F���
Cherie Kirschbaum, in memory of 
Gladys Passes, mother Cherie and 
Sam Kirschbaum, grandmother and 
great-grandmother to Dana Helfer, 
Paul, Hazel and Levi 
Busek and Lisa Helfer, Joe and 
Alex Elghazi

R�������� S����� S���������� F���

Gennady and Leilani Sare in memory
   of Bella Morgolina
Gennady and Leilani Sare in memory
   of Rivin Sare
Naomi Present Tor and Joshua Tor

Beit Todah
House of 
Thanks

S������� F���
Ari Ginsburg & Peter Sullivan
Bruce and Karen Van Sickle

Congregation Chaverim Facebook’s Page
(www.facebook.com/ChaverimTucson/)

Be sure to like CCongregation Chaverim on Facebook! Stay up-to-date with the 
happenings at Tucson’s greatest synagogue! Please follow our page and share with 
family and friends. Check out service and programming events along with photos 
of our vibrant, welcoming multigenerational community!
                                      

Helping Hand mural in Hamilton, Onterio by Alexander Bacon

CYNTHIA JOY WOOL DUES ASSISTANCE FUND

Rebecca Crow in memory of 
   Benjamin Lepow

Y�� K����� A�����
Miles Fenton
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Your one source for printing, mailing & signage
solutions for your marketing needs.

Peter & Cyd Marcus  •  520.325.5770  •  www.allegratucsonaz.com

- -

TUC SON LAND
&  HOME REALTY

tucsonlandhomerealty.com
REALTOR®

520-360-9864

Nanci Freedberg

Contact the Chaverim office 
for information on how you 
can purchase a brick in the 

Karla Ember Memorial Patio
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3015 N. ORACLE RD., TUCSON, AZ 85705    EVERGREEN-TUCSON.COM

-  

 

                                                21 ELUL 5778 – 21 TISHREL 5779 SEPTEMBER 2018

-  

 

                                                21 ELUL 5778 – 21 TISHREL 5779 SEPTEMBER 2018

EVERGREEN MORTUARY & CEMETERY 

is the perfect place for family members to be 

honored and for loving memories to be cherished. 

Families like yours have given us their trust for  

more than 110 years – an honor we treat with the 

greatest respect.

Call 520.274.1648 for  
a free personal tour.

HONORING JEWISH TRADITIONS
~ SINCE 1907 ~

3015 N. ORACLE RD., TUCSON, AZ 85705    EVERGREEN-TUCSON.COM

22 TISHREL – 22 CHESHVAN 5779 OCTOBER 2018 

                                     

October 2019                 1 Elul 5779 — 1 Tishrel                    5780
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Rosh Hashanah Jewish Shifar Blowing by Cassie Clark  Page 19



Friendship, Warmth, Inspirati on, Spirituality and Community

Congregati on Chaverim
5901 East 2nd Street

Tucson, Arizona 85711 Tel: (520) 320-1015
admin@chaverim.net

www.chaverim.net

Stephanie S. Aaron, Rabbi

Board Members: Rabbi Stephanie Aaron
   Suzanne Baron Helming
   Allen Brailey
   Alma Hernandez
   Rick Oestreich
   Bob Schwartz
   Judy Weymouth
      

September 2021 24 Elul - 24 Tishrei 5782

Friendship, Warmth, Inspirati on, Spirituality and Community

Friendship, Warmth, Inspirati on, Spirituality, and Community


