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November Mitzvah of the Month: Gratefulness

Every year at Thanksgiving, we read a poem called “The Greatest Table.” The 12-foot-long accordion-book 

banquet was published in 1994 to aid Share Our Strength’s fight against hunger.  Share Our Strength’s 

motto, we all have a strength to share, resonates deeply with me. They have recently been focusing on 

NoKidHungry.org, and they have provided over one billion meals to hungry children across the United 

States. This year at Thanksgiving, as you prepare to sit down with your family, figure out to which 

tzedakah organization you want to donate to feed people who are hungry across our world. Read the poem on 

page 4 ~ Rabbi Aaron
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by Rabbi Stephanie aaron

The Sacred Acts of Vaccination and Masking

I am not hiding behind my mask; I am greeting, smiling, nodding, and 
acknowledging our common plight; ‘love in the time of plague.’  I am 
answering The Holy One’s question to Cain, “Where is your brother?” 
with my answer to Cain’s reply, “Am I my brother’s keeper?”  with the 
only Jewish response there is, “Yes, I am the keeper of my brother 
and all those humans who the Torah tells me I am bound to in love:  
neighbors, strangers, and friends!” My soul is linked to their souls 
in a holy bond of care. I am their keeper, the one who watches over 
them as they are my keeper, watching over me with concern and  
        reassurance.

600,000 White Flags on the National Mall in memory of 
those who died from COVID-19.



The Holy One told Cain, “Your brother’s bloods, d’mei, cry out from the earth!” Dam, blood in its sin-
gular form, is not used here. Chazal, our sages, questioned, “Why this plural form of the word blood?”  
They answered their enquiry into the text with one of our greatest teachings. A person who kills an-
other person kills an entire world; the one who saves another’s life, saves the world entire.  The rabbis 
understood each of us to be an olam katan, a small, unique world. If one of us is killed, all of the gener-
ations that would have come from us are also destroyed; the worlds that would have been generated 
from each of us have been eradicated.  Our d’mei, wiped from the world forever.

This is our time to guard one another; through our acts of vaccination and masking, we are each one 
of us saving the world entire. This is our time to do one of the greatest of mitzvot, commandments, 
Pekuach Nefesh, Saving a Life. Get vaccinated. Wear your mask. Save lives everyday.

With the Blessing of Shalom,
Rabbi Stephanie S. Aaron
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The Greatest Table  
by Michael J. Rosen 



Friday, November 5:
Shabbat Services
 at 7:00 p.m. 

Friday, November 12:
Shabbat Services
  at 6:00 p.m.

Saturday, November 13:
Shabbat Morning Service
at 10:00 a.m.
Averi Soulliard, daughter of 
Michael and Beth, will be called 
to the Torah as a bat mitzvah

Beit T’fillah
House of Prayer
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              Hebrew School:

Monday, November    1 at 4:30 to 6:00 p.m.
Monday, November    8 at 4:30 to 6:00 p.m.
Monday, November  15 at 4:30 to 6:00 p.m.
Monday, November  29 at 4:30 to 6:00 p.m.

All classes available 
on Zoom only.

Beit Midrash:
Sunday, November 7 at 10:00 to 11:30 a.m.

Sunday, November 21 at 10:00 to 11:30 a.m.

All classes will be 
in person with masks.
     

Beit Midrash

Friday, November 19:
Shabbat Services
  at 7:00 p.m.

Saturday, November 20:
Shabbat Morning Service
at 10:00 a.m.

Leila O’Dowd, daughter of John 
and Ilana, will be called to the 
Torah as a bat mitzvah

Saturday, November 27:
Shabbat Morning Service
at 10:00 a.m.

Gabby Giffords, Joni Jones, 
Amanda Freed, and Suzy Gersh-
man will be called to the Torah, 
each one as a bat mitzvah



POETRY 
ON THE BIMAH

November 2021
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Thanks

Listen
with the night falling we are saying thank you
we are stopping on the bridges to bow from the
  railings
we are running out of the glass rooms
with our mouths full of food to look at the sky
and say thank you
we are standing by the water thanking it
standing by the windows looking out
in our directions

back from a series of hospitals back from a mugging
after funerals we are saying thank you
after the news of the dead
whether or not we knew them we are saying thank
   you
over telephones we are saying thank you
in doorways and in the backs of cars and in
   elevators

remembering wars and the police at the door
and the beatings on stairs we are saying thank you
in the banks we are saying thank you
in the faces of the officials and the rich
and of all who will never change
we go on saying thank you thank you

with the animals dying around us
taking our feelings we are saying thank you
with the forests falling faster than the minutes
of our Iives we are saying thank you
with the words going out like cells of a brain
with the cities growing over us
we are saying thank you faster and faster
with nobody listening we are saying thank you
thank you we are saying and waving
dark though it is

by W. S. Merwin
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The people I love the best
jump into work head first

without dallying in the shallows
and swim off with sure strokes almost 

out of sight.
They seem to become natives of that element, 

the black sleek heads of seals
bouncing like half-submerged balls.

I love people who harness themselves, 
an ox to a heavy cart,

who pull like water buffalo, with 
massive patience, 

who strain in the mud and the muck
to move things forward,

who do what has to be done, again and again.

I want to be with people who submerge
in the task, who go into the fields to harvest
and work in a row and pass the bags along,

who are not parlor generals and field deserters
but move in a common rhythm 

when the food must come in or the 
fire be put out.

The work of the world is common as mud.
Botched, it smears the hands, crumbles to dust.

But the thing worth doing well done
has a shape that satisfies, clean and evident.

Greek amphoras for wine or oil, 
Hopi vases that held corn, are put in museums
 but you know that they were made to be used.

The pitcher cries for water to carry
and a person for work that is real.

To Be 
of 

Use
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by
Marge Piercy

After the Burn, by Josanne Glass



One river gives its journey to the next.
We give because someone gave to us.
We give because nobody gave to us.

We give because giving has changed us.
We give because giving could have 
changed us.

We have been better for it, 
We have been wounded by it – 

Giving has many faces: It is loud and quiet, 
Big, though small, diamond in wood – nails.

When Giving 
Is All We Have
By Alberto Rios

Its story is old, the plot worn and the pages too,
But we read this book, anyway, over and again: 

Giving is, first and every time, hand to hand,
Mine to yours, yours to mine.

You gave me blue and I gave you yellow.
Together we are simple green.
You gave me

What you did not have, and I gave you
What I had to give – together, we made

Something greater from the difference.
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ADULT BEIT MIDRASH

A Century of Jewish 
Books Book Club
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Join the lively discussions 
in person, w/masks or on Zoom!

Wednesday
November 10, 2021
at 6:45 p.m.

The Reader street art for In Situ Art Festival, Aubervilliers, France

Wednesday
December 8, 2021
at 6:45 p.m.



I spent the past five months living in Tel Aviv. I never expected to spend any significant amount of time in Israel. I had 
visited several times with family, friends, and on the March of the Living; but I had never pictured myself moving 
there. Then the COVID-19 pandemic happened.

When COVID-19 caused my work as a research assistant at The University of Arizona to go into a sudden decline, I decid-
ed to become a participant in a Masa program. I found a position at a large museum in Tel Aviv before I arrived. When I 
landed there in April of 2021, with the pandemic flooring the rest of the world, I felt a sense of relief.

I had to quarantine for ten days after my arrival, despite already being fully vaccinated. This explained to me why Israel 
had Covid-19 under control. They took no chances, going as far as requiring me to take a blood test to prove my vaccinat-
ed status before giving me a green card that allowed me into restaurants and clubs. This meant that during my time in 
Israel, I was living in a nearly post-pandemic world. Life there was continuing as normal. Though it took me several weeks 
to adjust, Israel was rolling right along.

When my dad asked about my key takeaways of the Israeli people, two prominent thoughts entered my mind: These 
people are very diverse, and these people don’t seem to sleep. 

My office at the museum was a small place, and the databases department consisted of about six people including my-
self. In that environment alone, my boss was from Romania and had been living in Israel for decades, my deskmate was 
the descendant of Jews from Iraq, and I traded stories about having Holocaust survivor grandparents. 

Tel Aviv Urban Landscape by Raphael Perez

by Sarah Hofstadter
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Being Shomrim for Tel Aviv



In the streets and on the beaches, I heard multitudes of languages at every turn. When I went to a Mexican restaurant 
with a friend from Argentina, unsure of what to expect from the cuisine, I was in for a pleasant surprise. My friend con-
firmed to me that our waitress was speaking Spanish with a Mexican accent, and that she could hear accents from Ven-
ezuela and Colombia at the tables around us. I got so used to hearing Brazilian Portuguese from hearing friends speak, 
that I began picking it out in passing strangers’ conversations. Israel is one of the most international places I can imagine, 
a melting pot of people and cultures from around the world.

Maybe this melting pot resulted in a huge amount of energy because, no matter the time of day, Tel Aviv is bursting with 
sound and life. I was constantly surprised to find restaurants and bars packed late into the night no matter what the day 

of the week. Then, when I was on the bus 
the next morning on my way to work, I 
would see cafes packed full of friends hav-
ing a coffee and a catch-up. 

There was something new to explore every 
night of the week, whether it was street 
musicians who had parked themselves 
outside our favorite ice cream shop or a 
football match at the British pub next to 
the beach. The shuks, or outdoor markets, 
were busy on a normal day when I swung 
by to pick up produce, but nearly impossi-
ble to navigate on Fridays before Shabbat.

In the end, it’s the people that make Tel 
Aviv and Israel such a beautiful place to 
live. Although I have returned to the States 
now, I will always cherish my time in Tel 
Aviv, exploring and working like a local. 
Most of all, I’ll remember the people. 
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Street Art in Tel Aviv



Beit Knesset – House of Meeting

Did you know . . . 
If you shop at Office Depot OfficeMax and give Chaverim’s phone number (520-320-1015) at 
checkout, we will receive rebate and recycling credits from your purchases? This works for copy 
services also. We use these credits to purchase office supplies. Thank you!
If you drop off your used ink-jet cartridges at the 
office or in the white mailbox, Chaverim can recycle 
them for credit at Office Depot OfficeMax? Thank you!
When you make a purchase on Amazon.com, Chaver-
im can get five percent of the cost? Before you shop, first click on the “amazonsmile” link at 
the bottom of Chaverim’s home page (www.chaverim.net). Follow the prompts and fill in your 
account information (or create a new account), and then you will be directed to your Amazon 

account as usual. There is no added cost! 
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Material for the newsletter is due electronically on 
the fifth of the month prior to publication.

We welcome our board members: 
Rabbi Stephanie Aaron, Allen Brailey, 
Suzanne Baron-Helming, Alma Hernan-
dez, Rick Oestreich, and Bob Schwartz. 

November 8, 2021
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.



Beit Olam 
House of Blessed Memory

Rabbi Arthur Oleisky served the Tuc-
son Jewish community as the Rabbi 
of Anshei Israel for over 30 years. He 
helped create the Tucson Hebrew 
Academy and he strengthed every 
Jewish community institution in 
Tucson. He led many trips to Israel. 
He was a fine, compassionate, wise 
human being. He is survived by his 
wife, Betejoy, and his son Jonathan 
and his family.

May he rest in shalom.
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Beit Knesset 
House of Community

Come to a fundraiser performance at 
The Screening Room in Downtown Tucson!

Saturday, November 27 
at 7 p.m.

Hosted by the always funny Eli WT . . .

. . . featuring awesome live music by Liz & Pete, FM Stereochild and Tom and Rob 

. . . and hilarious stand-up comedy by Matt Ziemak, Allana Erickson-Lopez, Jen Lamfers, Jesus Ota-
mendi, and Ashley Tappan!

Proceeds go to the Food Bank.

If you can't make it to the show, that's okay, donate here: 
https://donate.communityfoodbank.org/fundraiser/3531118
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Lifecycles

November

NOVEMBER ADULT BIRTHDAYS
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 3 Janni Simner

  5 Max Yoklic

  6 Jonathan Levy

  7 Jeff Korklan

11 Mindi Feldstein

11 Hanna Rubin

12 Billie Maas

  

13 Julie Linde

13 David Jacobs

15 Roxie Braun

16 Miles Felton

16 Sean Oseran

16 Rex Jacobs

18 Megan Cracovaner

20 Paul Fenster

20 Angelle Alberts

25 Maya Luria

26 Scott Eisenberg

31 Joshua Tor

November 6 Shelby and Randie Collier
  Kurt and Davita Mueller
November 7 Rep. Gabrielle Giffords and Capt. Mark Kelly  
November 20 Paul and Ellen Fenster
November 27 Rabbi Stephanie and Jack Aaron

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

Mataya Rose Mazza November 4, 2006
Lyle Tumarkin  November 6, 2002
Juliet Webster  November 6, 2000
Sophie Holtzman November 14, 2000
Kylie Pendleton November 15, 2003
Averi Soulliard  November 19, 2008
Aubrey Atlas  November 23, 1983

YELADIM

The Night World’s Worth by Carson Ellis



L’Chaim General Fund

Martha Baron in memoray of Lillian Poldony
Allen Brailey
Jon Feldman
Allan and Barbara Goodman
Judith S. Rose
Gerald Zimmerman

Rabbi Aaron’s 
Discretionary Fund

Debbie De La Rosa in memory 
   of Sam Goralnik
Debbie De La Rosa in memory 
   of Morris Resnick
Miriam Galilee
Jani Greenwald in memoray of 
   Irma and Robert Smith
Charles Grunfeld Foundation
Cherie Kirschbaum
Andrea Leisner in memory of 
   husband, Jim Leisner
Andrea Leisner in memory of 
   grandfather, Ben Chesinr
Jessica McCormick
Lee Surwit

Congregation Chaverim Facebook’s Page
(www.facebook.com/ChaverimTucson/)

Be sure to like CCongregation Chaverim on Facebook! Stay up-to-date with the 
happenings at Tucson’s greatest synagogue! Please follow our page and share with 
family and friends. Check out service and programming events along with photos 
of our vibrant, welcoming multigenerational community!
                                      

Yom Kippur Appeal
Judith Brown
Tom and Megan Cracovaner 
Harry and Andrea Crane
Jerome Feder
Marilyn Medwied and Neal Savage
Gail Rochlin
Shelley and Bob Schwartz

Page 16 Thank You painting by Yana Medow

House of 
Thanks

Beit Todah
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Your one source for printing, mailing & signage
solutions for your marketing needs.

Peter & Cyd Marcus  •  520.325.5770  •  www.allegratucsonaz.com

- -

TUC SON LAND
&  HOME REALTY

tucsonlandhomerealty.com
REALTOR®

520-360-9864

Nanci Freedberg

Contact the Chaverim office 
for information on how you 
can purchase a brick in the 

Karla Ember Memorial Patio
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3015 N. ORACLE RD., TUCSON, AZ 85705    EVERGREEN-TUCSON.COM

-  

 

                                                21 ELUL 5778 – 21 TISHREL 5779 SEPTEMBER 2018

-  

 

                                                21 ELUL 5778 – 21 TISHREL 5779 SEPTEMBER 2018

EVERGREEN MORTUARY & CEMETERY 

is the perfect place for family members to be 

honored and for loving memories to be cherished. 

Families like yours have given us their trust for  

more than 110 years – an honor we treat with the 

greatest respect.

Call 520.274.1648 for  
a free personal tour.

HONORING JEWISH TRADITIONS
~ SINCE 1907 ~

3015 N. ORACLE RD., TUCSON, AZ 85705    EVERGREEN-TUCSON.COM

22 TISHREL – 22 CHESHVAN 5779 OCTOBER 2018 

                                     

October 2019                 1 Elul 5779 — 1 Tishrel                    5780
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Friendship, Warmth, Inspiration, Spirituality and Community

Congregation Chaverim
5901 East 2nd Street

Tucson, Arizona 85711Tel: (520) 320-1015
admin@chaverim.net Stephanie S. Aaron, Rabbi

Board Members: Rabbi Stephanie Aaron
   Suzanne Baron Helming
   Allen Brailey
   Alma Hernandez
   Rick Oestreich
   Bob Schwartz
   
      

26 Cheshvan – 26 Kislev 5782

Mitzvah of the Month: Gratefulness

Friendship, Warmth, Inspiration, Spirituality and Community

Friendship, Warmth, Inspiration, Spirituality, and Community

www.chaverim.net

Evening’s Flight by Sara M. Novenson

This is our time to do one of the greatest of mitzvot, commandments, Pekuach 
Nefesh, Saving a Life. Get vaccinated. Wear your mask. Save lives everyday.   
                                                                                                         -  Rabbi Stephanie Aaron

November 2021

Stephanie S. Aaron, Rabbi

Cantoral Soloists:

Diana Povolotskaya
Lisa Friedman
Paul Tumarkin

Tom Cracovaner


