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Happy Passover, Chaverimniks 



 
 
 
 
April Shabbat Services 
 

Friday, April 17
th
  

7:00PM Shabbat Service 
with Rabbi Aaron 
 
Saturday, April 24

th 

Lucy & Ruby Weiner 
Are called to the Torah 
 
Saturday, April 25

th 
9:00AM Torah Study 
10:00AM Meditative Study 
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“No Boat; Hole In The Boat; Whole In The Boat” 

Rabbi Peter Yedwab shared this story:  I had a friend 

who lived for a time on a beautiful Greek Isle.  His father, 

a successful executive, happened to be flying to Athens 

on business and he decided to take a rare weekend off to 

visit his son.  They had a nice time together, but at the 

appointed time for his dad to catch the boat back, there was some sort of 

disturbance out in the Aegean Sea.  So there they were waiting at the 

dock, but there was no boat!  The father made furious phone calls, but in 

the end—no boat.  The next day, they came down to the pier, but once 

again, there was no boat. 

Since it seemed that no means of transportation would be on the horizon, 

father and son sat out on the porch overlooking the sea, and they talked in 

a way that they had rarely done.  My friend remembers that day as the 

best time he had ever spent with his dad.  And it was all because there 

was no boat.   

Rabbi Yedwab took ‘no boat’ on as a personal mantra, explaining:  the 

traffic is unbearable; no boat.  Someone is late to a meeting; no boat.  

When people you love, disappoints you; no boat.  The gift you should have 

gotten, the call you were waiting for; no boat.  Just accept the situation as 

it is, even embrace it as it is.  Who knows what opportunity will arise as a 

result?   

In Leviticus Rabbah, we read:  A person in a boat began to bore a hole 

under his seat.  When fellow passengers asked him what he was doing, 

he answered, “What do you care? Am I not boring under my own seat?”   

http://www.chaverim.net


Rabbi’s Letter Cont’d 

Today as I write these words, today, I am in my home, looking for wisdom to get us to the place of 

whole boat.  We must be together, seemingly stranded, yet no!, we bridge the distance by  reaching  

out through text or phone call, by e-mail or Facebook or Instagram. we stretch hugs for miles.  We 

cannot go out of our houses and yards, no boat.  So we create a whole boat in which  all of us can  

sail.  This whole boat is made up of our support of every person in our town, in our state, in our 

country, in our world. Is everyone eating?  Are there enough medical supplies to care for everyone 

who gets this virus?    we pray for and send strength to those among us who are ill; to all of our 

healthcare workers from  physicians, to  nurses to lab techs, we say, “ we know the risks you are 

taking to do your jobs; we ‘stand’ in respectful awe beside you there.  While observing social dis-

tancing, remember that smiles and simple gestures of kindness are needed every day; do them; 

make them. We say No! to those of you who would bore holes in our collective boat.  No, you are 

not allowed to hoard supplies or take risks with all of our health.   We are all in the whole boat to-

gether.   

     A prayer by Rabbi Lionel Blue from the prayerbook of the Reform Synagogues 
of Great Britain.  He wrote it in 1992; I share it with you now, in these days of no 
boat, hole in the boat, whole boat.  

I remember the friends I made and the jokes I heard and told. 

I remember the times when I was able to put up with fools, 

  and the people who were irritating or ungrateful. 

I remember the times when they were able to put up with me. 

I remember the occasions when the strength of my own courage and generosity surprised others as 

well as myself. 

I remember the times when I dared to think for myself, and found I could be alone. 

I remember all that was spontaneous and uncalculating in me, when I seemed to recover the inno-

cence of childhood. 

I remember the illnesses from which I was spared, the disasters which never occurred, and my wor-

ries about things that never happened. 

I remember the moments when I knew I had a soul. 



Poetry On The Bimah, April 

At JJ Sensibar’s bar mitzvah this February 15, JJ’s father, Noah, read him this famous poem by 

Rudyard Kipling, “If”. 

“IF”                

If you can keep your head when all about you 

Are losing theirs and blaming it on you, 

If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you, 

But make allowance for their doubting too, 

If you can wait and not be tired by waiting, 

Or being lied about, don’t deal in lies, 

Or being hated, don’t give way to hating, 

And yet don’t look too good, nor talk too wise: 

 

If you can dream—and not make dreams your master, 

If you can think—and not make thoughts your aim, 

If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster 

And treat those two imposters just the same, 

If you can bear to hear the truth you’ve spoken 

Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools, 

Or watch the things you gave your life to, broken, 

And stoop and build ‘em up with worn-out tools: 



Poetry On The Bimah, April Cont’d 

If you can make one heap of all your winnings 

And risk it on one turn of pitch-and-toss, 

And lose, and start again at your beginnings 

And never breathe a word about your loss, 

If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew 

To serve your turn long after they are gone, 

And so hold on when there is nothing in you 

Except the Will which says to them: “Hold on!” 

 

If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue, 

Or walk with Kings—nor lose the common touch, 

If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you, 

If all men count with you, but none too much, 

If you can fill the unforgiving minute  

With sixty seconds’ worth of distance run, 

Yours is the Earth and everything that’s in it, 

And—which is more—you’ll be a Man, my son! 

                                                Rudyard Kipling    1910 

 

Attention Journalists and Aspiring Journalists 

Reminder Material for the newsletter is due 
Electronically on the 5th of the Month prior to 

Publication. 
NEWSLETTER deadline is the 5th on each Month 



Poetry On The Bimah, Cont’d. 

How Poetry Comes to Me 

It comes blundering over the 

Boulders at night, it stays 

Frightened outside the 

Range of my campfire 

I go to meet it at the  

Edge of light               Gary Synder 

A poem I use with the b’nai mitzvah students to get poetry juices flowing. 

Crying 

Crying only a little bit 

is no use.  You must cry 

until your pillow is soaked! 

Then you can get up and laugh. 

Then you can jump in the shower 

and splash-splash-splash! 

Then you can throw open your widow 

And, “Ha,ha!  ha ha!” 

And if people say, “Hey, 

What’s going on up there?” 

“Ha ha!”  sing back.  “Happiness 

was hiding in the last tear! 

I wept it !  Ha ha!”    Galway Kinnell 

A poem I gave to a person struggling with depression. 

Poetry on the Bimah 

This is a program I have brought back!  People used to bring poems and read them with a 

smidgen of how and why that poem, if they chose to say!   If not, they just gifted us with a 

poem for Shabbas!  Some folks don’t like reading poetry out loud, so I would read their po-

ems, or someone else who likes to read poetry out loud, would read!  

Rabbi 



Adult Beit Midrash, Adult House of  Learning 
Study with Rabbi 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Rabbi Aaron continues to educate, to innovate and to foster an atmosphere of learning at Chaverim.  Please join us this year as she offers an 
adult education program that is inspiring, refreshing and uplifting.  Learn more about your own Judaism by studying what it means to be Jewish 
in 2020/5780.  If you are considering having an Adult B’nai Mitzvah, converting to Judaism, or just want to learn more about Jewish History, 
Philosophy, Culture and Spirituality --- this class is for you! 
 
In April, we will be discussing To Heal a Fractured World by Rabbi Jonathan Sacks.  This book will be used as continued reference material in 
our class as we learn, reflect and discuss the deeper meaning of Judaism. 
 
Rabbi Aaron suggests the following:          

Tuesday, April 14th  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Century of Jewish Books:  Book Club 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please join us…. 
 
Book club meets a Chaverim the 2nd Wednesday of the month from 6:45 – 8:15pm.  Snacks will be provided and 
we are a fun group.  As you read, think of our Mitzvah of the Month – April: Bircat HaMazon (Blessing our Food, 
Hunger Awareness) 
 
         Wednesday, April 15th  

Violins of Hope 
By James A Grymes  

A look ahead to next month 

May 13th  
The Russian Grandmother and Her American Vacuum 
By Meir Shalev 



What’s Happening in April 2020 

________________________________________________ 

Beit T’fillah House of Prayer              Children’s House of Learning 
Friday, April 17

th
 – 7:00PM Shabbat Service               Sunday, April 19

th
 – 10:00AM – 12:00PM Beit Midrash 

                                      Hebrew School  
Saturday, April 25

th
 – 9:00AM Torah Study       

       10:00AM Meditative Study               Monday, April 13
th
 – 4:30PM – 6:30PM Hebrew School 

                                   Monday, April 20
th
 – 4:30PM – 6:30PM Hebrew School 

                                   Monday, April 27
th
 – 4:30PM – 6:30PM Hebrew School 

 

        Beit Kehillah – House of Community 
 
        Saturday, April 24

th
 – Lucy & Ruby Weiner 

                 Are called to the Torah 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ _____________ 
       

 
Beit Olam – House of Blessed Memory 

IN MEMORIAM 
 

Congregation Chaverim announces with profound 
sorrow the passing of 

 
 
 

 
To the family of Carolyn Ashworth, 

Mother of Cynthia Busby, 
February 29, 2020 

 
To the family of Yeta Bart Weston 

Mother of Wendy Fishkind, Pam Weston, Dolly Dribben 
March 4, 2020 

 
To the family of Dr. Arnold Arem 

Husband of Cynthia Arem, 
Brother-in-Law of Jacquie and Allen Brailey 

March 9, 2020 
 
 

To the family of Ruth Rosella Klarfield 
Mother of Sherri Dreier 

March 10, 2020 
 



Life Cycle Events in April 2020 

Anniversaries                           Yeladim Birthdays  

1     Eric & Grace Weiss                            7     Benjamin Eisenberg 
9     Toni Esquibel & Mark Goldberg                    12   Micheala Goldberg 
9     Leilani & Gennady Sare                         13   Eliot Mandel 
9     Maya & Michael Luria                          14   Noa Martin 
12   Dan & Terri Adler                             24   Ethan Michael Goodman 
16   Harold & Emelie Loewenheim                     25   Theodore Gorelik Bostic 
18   Jeff & Cindy Monger                           28    David Areinoff 
21   Daniel & Shari Hofstadter                        29   Alexis Bing-Xuan Hammer 

27   Nancy Tepper & Patrick Webster 
28   David & Machelle Maggart 
29   Sean & Katie Oseran 
29   Matthew Atlas & Diane Neddenriep-Atlas 

Happy Anniversary 

 From Congregation Chaverim        

Adult Birthdays 

4     Andrew Comrie                            17    Karen Kivel 
6     Laurie Soloff                              17    Sheri Kleiman 
6     Fanny Rose Bangoura                        18    Brian Hunter 
7     Judith Weiss                              20    Brian Montgomery 
10   Ellen Bublick                              20    Melissa Fenn 
15   Cassie Popeski                             22    Neil Konigsberg 
15   Cory Eisenberg                             23    Judy Marks 
15   Liana Hofstadter                            26    Eyal Oren 
                                         30    Javier De La Rosa 

Happy Birthday from Congregation Chaverim!  

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=birthday+cards+free+printable&id=F2D1F0A678E593A10DFBE02107E229DC0E20871A&FORM=IQFRBA


B’not Mitzvah for April 2020 

 

Please join us for a b’not mitzvah  

 

 

Lucy Weiner 

And 

Ruby Weiner  

 

 

 

Friday, April 24, 2020 

7:00PM 

At the Weiner Home 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Congregation Chaverim Facebook’s Page 

https://www.facebook.com/ChaverimTucson/ 

Be sure to like Congregation Chaverim on Facebook. 
Stay up-to-date with the latest and greatest synagogue!  Please follow our page and share with family and 
friends.  In addition, you can see service and programming events.  Along with photos of our vibrant welcom-
ing, multi-generational community. 
 

        Shalom,  Brennen Feder 

         Editor                                                                                                                             

https://www.partyslate.com/event-pros/great-events/events/2692
https://www.facebook.com/ChaverimTucson/
http://www.facebook.com/






“Being Shomrim: Keepers, Protectors, Guardians of Passover” 

     In 1993, Elie Wiesel, z”l, of blessed memory, wrote the commentary for a Passover 

Haggadah.  These are some of his words; may they soothe and challenge us; may 

they inspire and instruct us; mostly, may they just be with us as we navigate these 

times of peril, anxiety and uncertainty.  May we keep Passover this year, more than 

ever,  with a sense of who we are as human beings as Jews in these times of dread 

and worry, however we ‘gather’, may it be a gathering of hope, of joy, of quiet determi-

nation to ask the ancient and modern questions, to puzzle out the answers, and to re-

member that freedom ‘from’ means freedom ‘for’….example:  freedom from hatred 

means freedom for the breath and vision of love. 

Elie Wiesel’s Words 

     Like most Jewish children, I especially loved the Passover holiday.  Solemn and 

joyous, it allowed us to escape time.  Slaves of the pharaohs, we followed Moses into 

the unknown, into the desert, up to Mount Sinai.  His summons to freedom was 

stronger than fear. 

     The Seder transformed us.  On this evening, my father enjoyed the sovereignty of 

a king.  My mother, lovelier than ever, was queen.  And we, children, were princes.  

Even visitors—the travelers and beggars we had invited to share our meal—were 

messengers bearing secrets, princes in disguise. 

     How could I not love this holiday, which began well before the Seder itself.  For 

weeks, we lived in a state of expectancy, of preparation.  The house had to be 

cleaned….the rabbi’s disciples assisted in making the matzot.  Passover meant the 

end of winter, the triumph of spring.     Here I must interrupt my tale, for I see that I am 

using the past tense.  Why?  Because none of this is true anymore?  Not at all.  The 

meaning of the festival and its rituals has scarcely changed.  Only I have changed.  I 

still follow the rituals, of course.  I recite the prayers, I chant the appropriate psalms, I 

tell the story of the Exodus, I answer the questions my son asks.   



But in the deepest part of myself, I know it is not the same.  It is not as it used to be.  A 

lifetime separates me from the child I once was.  Today I know that happiness can 

never be complete.  The joyousness of this holiday is so tinged with melancholy that it 

seems more like a time of sadness.  It is understandable; Passover was the last holi-

day I celebrated at home…..What is most appealing about the Seder?  It’s the chal-

lenge to children to ask questions.  “Why is this night different from all other nights?”…

each song, each gesture, each cup of wine, each prayer, each silence is part of the 

evening’s spell.  The goal is to arouse our curiosity by opening the doors of memory…

and then, there is my own anguish:  What can we do so as not to forget the questions?  

What can we do to defeat oblivion?  What significance does Passover have, if not to 

keep our memories alive?  To be Jewish is to assume the burden of the past, to in-

clude it in our concerns for the present and for the future…. 

     And so I return to the last holiday I celebrated at home with my family in my small 

town tucked away in the Carpathian Mountains.  By then, the region was infested with 

Germans.  In Budapest, they were already planning the deportation and liquidation of 

our communities, only we did not know it.  The Russian front seemed close; at night, 

we heard the cannons, we saw the sky turn red and we thought that soon we would be 

free.   

     The authorities had forbidden communal prayer in the synagogue, so we arranged 

to hold services in our house.  Normally, on Passover eve, we would chant the melo-

dies with great fervor.  Not this time.  This time we only murmured the words. I remem-

ber that Seder, and I shall always remember it.  Heads bowed, we silently evoked old 

memories.  We hardly dared asked ourselves if G-d would intervene to save us.  G-d 

had not often intervened in the past.  Would G-d this time?  Passover is also a story of 

hope. 

During Seder this year, may we stretch the bonds and limits of hope; may we dare 

hope to lift our hearts; to expand what limits our visions; to help us to see the way for-

ward. 

Rabbi Stephanie Aaron 



------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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