
Israel Facts…. 2021

1. Israel declared independence on 5th Iyar (May 14, 1948) 5708.
2. David Ben Gurion was the first Prime Minister.
3. From about 900,000 in 1948,Israel’s population today is more than 9 million people.
4. 74 percent of Israel’s population are Jewish with about 20 percent being Muslim and

Christian Arabs and the remaining six percent other groups, some of very ancient Middle
Eastern lineage such as Druze.

5. Jerusalem is Israel’s largest city followed by Tel Aviv and Haifa.
6. Israel is a parliamentary democracy.  Israel’s legislature, called the Knesset, has 120

members elected from over a dozen political parties.
7. All citizens have equal rights in Israel: minority groups like Arabs hold important posts in

government, the courts, education and every other aspect of Israeli society.
8. Israel’s army is called the IDF (Israel Defense Forces).
9. The name of the political/social movement that argues that the Jewish people are a

nation with all of the rights of every nation including the right to their own land is called
Zionism.

10. The current Prime Minister of Israel is Binyamin Netenyahu. He is the longest serving
Prime Minister in Israel’s history.

11. Israel’s capital is Jerusalem, although many countries refuse to acknowledge Jerusalem
as Israel’s capital despite the historic connection between Jerusalem and the Jewish
people that spans nearly three thousand years.

12. Israel has been attacked many times by neighboring states who have sought to destroy
the world’s only Jewish state.

13. Israel’s founding was approved by the United Nations who wanted to create a Jewish
and an Arab State living in peace side by side.  The Jewish Agency which led the Jewish
community of “the Palestine Mandate” agreed.  The response of the Arab world was to
attempt to wipe out the new state.

14. Israel’s declaration of independence offers peace and co-existence to Arab states and
citizens.  Israel guarantees freedom of religion and recognizes the rights of the different
religious communities in Israel to manage their own sacred sites.

15. Israel is one of the most geographically varied regions in the world.
16. The southern desert, the Negev, is half of the country including the Dead Sea, the lowest

place on the globe.
17. Israel’s coastline and coastal plain features beautiful beaches and communities.
18. Israel’s northern mountains even feature snow and skiing as well as a large freshwater

lake, the Sea of Galilee: Lake Kinneret.



19. Israel gained two major territories through defensive wars.  In 1967, Syria and Lebanon
attacked Israel from the Golan Heights in the north. At the same time, Jordan, Iraq,
attacked from the south with the goal of utterly destroying Israel and “throwing the Jews
into the sea.”  Miraculously, Israel’s tiny citizen army was able to hold off the five
professional, better-armed Arab armies and push back the borders to more defensible
lines.  The Golan Heights (annexed by Israel), Sinai Peninsula (returned to Egypt) and
West Bank/Judea and Samaria which is shared between Israel and the Palestinian
Authority.

20. Israel has become an economic and technological superpower. Israeli tech is used in
cell phones, modern medicine and virtually every other area of modern life.

21. Israel currently has signed agreements with many neighboring states including Jordan,
Egypt, Bahrain and the United Arab Emirates.

22. Israel’s only woman Prime Minister, Golda Meir, made Aliyah (immigrated) to Israel from
the United States.

23. Israel’s flag is white with two blue stripes and a Magen David (Star of David) in the
center resembling a Tallit (traditional Jewish prayer shawl).

24. Israel is both a modern state and an ancient Jewish homeland.  Jews have lived in Israel
for the past twenty-five hundred years.

25. The Jewish people were exiled twice: once in 586 BCE by the Babylonians.  After the
Babylonian Empire fell 70 years later, many Jews returned to their ancestral lands.

26. The second exile took place in 70 CE when the Roman Empire crushed the revolt of
Judea, as the Jewish state was called, and destroyed Jerusalem, exiling her citizens to
central and western Europe, north Africa and other parts of the Middle East, the frontiers
of the Roman Empire.

27. Throughout the nearly 2,000 years of exile, the Jewish people has always maintained a
presence in Israel, prayed for a return from the ghettos to the homeland, maintained
Jewish language and culture and, as soon as was possible to unify, created a movement
to return home.

28. Israel’s national anthem is called, “HaTikvah” which means “The Hope” and speaks
about the longing of the Jewish nation to return to Zion (Jerusalem).

29. Israel’s founders created a unique settlement called a Kibbutz which combined farming,
agriculture and Jewish culture with socialist ideals about equality, joint ownership and
sharing.  The Kibbutz movement was very important in making it possible for Jews from
Europe, America and the Middle East, to settle in the land.

30. The region where Israel is located was controlled by the Ottoman Turkish Empire from
the mid-1600’s until World War I.  After the end of the Turkish Empire, the British were
given the right to control what they called, “Palestine” (named by the Romans who used
the name to try to erase Israel’s Jewish history) and set up the conditions for a Jewish
and an Arab State.

31. Israel’s national food is falafel. The delicious signature meal is made of chickpea fritters
fried up and served in a pita with veggies and toppings like hummus and tahini.

32. Israel’s beaches are on FOUR bodies of water: the Red Sea, the Dead Sea, the
Mediterranean and the Sea of Galilee!



33. Israel is visited by millions of migrating birds every year migrating between Africa,
Europe and Asia.

34. The Jerusalem Post Office has a special department to handle letters sent to God from
all over the world.  They are opened and placed between the stones in the Western Wall.

35. Every Jew in the world is automatically a citizen of Israel if they wish to be without any
waiting period or immigration process under the Law of Return.

36. Every Jewish young American (under 35) is invited to take a free trip to Israel through a
special program called Birthright.


