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Beth El
Services

SERVICES
PLEASE NOTE:
In light of the everchanging cir-
cumstances, details concerning
services may change during the
month.  Please consult our
weekly Shabbat email for the
most current information.

Va-era
Shabbat Mevarchim Hodesh Shevat
Saturday, January 1
9:30 am Shabbat Shaharit**
6:02 pm Havdalah
6:30 pm Zoomdalah - Dance into the week  
7:00 pm Musical Ma’ariv & Havdalah

Bo
Saturday, January 8
Birthday Shabbat
Bar Mitzvah of Mikey Ulan
9:30 am Shabbat Shaharit**
6:08 pm Havdalah  
6:30 pm Zoomdalah - Dance into the week  
7:00 pm Musical Ma’ariv & Havdalah

B’shallah
Shabbat Shirah
Saturday, January 15
Bat Mitzvah of Miriam Siroky
9:30 am Shabbat Shaharit**
6:14 pm Havdalah     
6:30 pm Zoomdalah - Dance into the week  
7:00 pm Musical Ma’ariv & Havdalah

Yitro
Saturday, January 22
9:15 am Be’er HaTorah Torah Study
9:30 am Shabbat Shaharit**
10:15 am Meditation Minyan with Wendy Rozov
6:21 pm Havdalah       
6:45 pm Zoomdalah - Dance into the week  
7:15 pm Musical Ma’ariv & Havdalah

Mishpatim
Shabbat Mevarchim Hodesh Adar 1
Saturday, January 29
Anniversary Shabbat
9:15 am Be’er HaTorah Torah Study
9:30 am Shabbat Shaharit**
6:28 pm Havdalah       
6:45 pm Zoomdalah - Dance into the week  
7:15 pm Musical Ma’ariv & Havdalah

Kabbalat Shabbat every Friday at 
5:45 pm

Candlelighting times:
Friday, January 7 | 5:18 pm
Friday, January 14 | 5:24 pm
Friday, January 21 | 5:31 pm
Friday, January 28 | 5:37 pm

HOW TO PARTICIPATE:

Shabbat Shaharit
Saturdays | 9:30 am 
**Live and in-person. 
Virtual access through Beth El’s Facebook page at:
facebook.com/bethel.phoenix

Daily Minyan and Kabbalat Shabbat
Monday - Friday 7:15 am and 5:45 pm 
Sunday 8:15 am and 5:45 pm
Join us on your computer, tablet, or cellphone at the 
following link:  https://zoom.us/j/92408568672

ZOOM information for Daily Minyan &
Kabbalat Shabbat Services:
Meeting ID: 924 0856 8672
Passcode: minyan
Call in: (253) 215-8782
Call in Passcode: 649433

PLEASE NOTE:

Weekday evening minyan, 
Kabbalat Shabbat, &

Shaharit on Mondays & Thursdays
will be IN-PERSON and on Zoom!

MINYAN TIME CHANGES:

Monday, January 3 | 7:00 am (Rosh Hodesh)

Monday, January 17 | 8:15 am 
(Martin Luther King Day)

ECHO (USPS 4360) is published for congregants of Beth El Congregation
monthly throughout the year, with the exception of combined issues in
June/July and September/October by Beth El Congregation, 1118 W Glen-
dale Ave, Phoenix, AZ 85021. Periodicals postage paid at: Phoenix Main
Post Office, 4949 E VanBuren, Phoenix, AZ 85026.  Postmaster: send ad-
dress changes to: ECHO at Beth El Congregation, 1118 W Glendale Ave,
Phoenix, AZ 85021.  Attn: Korina or call 602.944.3359, ext. 106.  Repro-
duction in whole or in part without permission is prohibited.

Musical Kabbalat Shabbat
January 14| 5:45 pm
Featuring Cantor Angress & 
Stephen Schermitzler

Followed by a German Dinner at 7:00 pm

Please see the enclosed flyer for 
complete details!
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Dear Friends,
Shalom,

Winter here in Arizona is always a
delight. My family and I are enjoying
the outdoors, the desert turns green,
flora and fauna start a new cycle of
life. On our calendars we also begin
anew: January is not only the begin-
ning of the secular new year, but also

the month in which we celebrate Tu B'Shevat  - the Jew-
ish New Year of the Trees. 

In ancient times, Tu B’Shevat was the tax date used for
determining the proper tithing of fruit trees, chosen be-
cause at this point in time such trees begin to blossom
anew in the Land of Israel. Centuries later, the medieval
Jewish mystics developed the Tu B’Shevat Seder, which
focused on the stages of inner and spiritual growth and
renewal and has become a widespread custom. The
Seder draws upon the idea of the Torah as the “Tree of
Life” as well as the kabbalistic idea of God’s attributes
represented in the Sefirotic tree. Rabbi Arthur Waskow
explains this emphasis in the following words:

“Far underground, the roots of trees are begin-
ning to suck at earth’s replenished breasts. Their
branches are beginning to grope toward the gath-
ering light. There is barely any change to see; 
there is barely any change to hear. But the turn
of the year has come. The still and quiet months
are over; the seed is quickening, life is reasserting
itself. In this hushed moment we celebrate the 
new year of the trees, and the reawakening of the
Tree of Life. [...] The ancient Jewish sensitivity 
to the tree as a symbol and metaphor of Torah 
and God is what stirred the interest of the ...Kab-
balists... We may extend their sensitivity by look
ing at the most Holy Name of God as a calligra-
phic version of a tree in the cycle of its life: the 
Yod, a tiny seed, the Hay, a flowing, curving ex-
panse of roots; the Vav, a tall trunk; the Hay, a 
flowing, curving expanse of branches. From the
branches and their fruit comes the new seed,...
The tree, like the Yod-Hay-Vav-Hay, always be-
gins new; can always say, ... “EHYEH ASHER 
EHYEH. I AM WHAT I AM BECOMING” 
(Seasons of our Joy, pp.105 & 112) 

I love the idea of the ever-renewing cycle of life in the
image of a tree, with roots and branches intertwined with
each other but also reaching out to new horizons. My vi-
sion of a community is of a “Kehillah kedusha,” a sacred
community that comes together in engaging prayer, cares
for each other in the ups and downs of life, engages in
stimulating learning, and in which social action is a moral
imperative. A community in which personal growth and
communal transformation is embraced: We are a tree

A. Nitzan Stein Kokin
Rabbi
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that is rooted in its history, stands strong, and spreads
its branches to new and old members and beyond. At
Beth El, the deep roots of many long-term members in
our community make us strong as we move forward.
From the social hibernation behind our zoom screens,
we break through into a spring of growing a net of
branches of relationships and of intellectual and spiri-
tual engagement (just take a look at all those flyers). 

But back to Tu B’Shevat: While the traditional Seder
is still popular, newer versions of the Tu B’Shevat Hag-
gadah have started to focus more on environmental
awareness. Beginning in the late 19th century, early
Zionists and Jewish teachers in Palestine started to take
their students out for a field day of hiking and planting
trees, contributing to reforestation and ecological repair
in the Land of Israel. Raising awareness for preserving
the natural world, and the resources and biodiversity of
our surroundings, has become part of modern Tu B’-
Shevat celebrations and programs all over the world.
The fact that we are in the middle of Shmita (the Sab-
batical Year) shifts our Jewish awareness also towards
the values of sustainability and ecological balance.
Therefore, for our Tu B’Shevat celebration this year we
will enjoy the outdoors near the North Phoenix Moun-
tain Preserve with a fun day of activities and learning: a
short hike in the preserve - during which our own Beth
El members will teach us about the flora of our region,
a planting activity, and a BYO picnic lunch for young
and old alike on Sunday, January 9. It will be truly a day
for all! Come and join! 

Happy New Year from my family and I to you all! 
Rabbi Nitzan Stein Kokin

Rabbi Stein Kokin’s NEW classes:
(starting in February)

Intro to Jewish Prayer | 3 sessions
Sundays | 9:00 am - 10:30 am
February 13 & 27, March 20

Intro to Judaism | 18 sessions
Thursdays | 7:00 pm  - 9:00 pm

February 1 - May 31

REGISTER AT:

www.bethelphoenix.com/adult-education

Please refer to the enclosed flyers for full dates



Dear Friends,
Every year on Shabbat Shira - the
Sabbath of Song, we read from par-
shat  B’Shallach which contains one
of the most famous sections in the
Torah, Shirat Hayam - the Song of
the Sea. It is because of this, that
Shabbat Shira is so aptly named. Tra-
ditionally it is on this Shabbat that
cantors, music directors, and syna-

gogue musicians all over the world will add extra musi-
cal programming and flare to the weekend. And we
here at Beth El are no exception!

On the morning of Shabbat Shira, we will have the priv-
ilege to celebrate the Bat Mitzvah of Miriam Siroky
(daughter of David and Lenka Siroky) during our serv-
ices. Miriam has an absolutely wonderful voice and be-
cause of this, will be chanting Shirat Hayam for us, using
a special Sephardic melody/cantillation that has become
very popular in USY and Jewish sleep-away camps all
over the country. This melody is also one that I grew
up with and is how I learned to chant the Song of the
Sea. We are very much looking forward to hearing
Miriam sing and to celebrate her Bat Mitzvah! Mazal
Tov!

In addition to our festivities on Shabbat morning, we
also have a very special musical service planned for Fri-
day night - Erev Shabbat. This past year (2021) marked
the 200th anniversary of the German - Jewish 19th cen-
tury composer Louis Lewandowski. Many of you may
have heard this name before, as I have written and
taught about him many times and some of you may
have sung his music. I can guarantee that all of you have
definitely heard his music during services. Some of the
melodies we sing regularly for prayers such as the Shab-
bat evening Kiddush, Tzadik Katamar, and certain sec-
tions of the High Holy Day services, were originally
written by Lewandowski. 

Lewandowski was born in 1821 in Berlin and right away
showed a talent for music. As a child, he sang as a boy
soprano in a local synagogue and within a few years,
took over as their conductor. At the age of 23, he was
hired to be the choirmaster at the Alte Synagoge (the
Old Synagogue) in Berlin. By 1866, he was appointed
as music director of the Oranienburgerstrasse Synagoge
(now called the Neue Synagoge - The “New” Syna-
gogue), a position he held until 1890. It was during this
position that Lewandowski saw the publication of two
major musical works: Kol Rinnah U’T’fillah which con-
sisted of musical settings for all services on Shabbat, Fes-
tivals, and High Holy Days for solo voice, published in
1871. And, Todah W’Zimrah a collection published in
two volumes from 1876-1882, featuring synagogal music
for solo, four voices, and organ accompaniment.

Jonathan Angress
Cantor
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Bar Mitzvah
Michael (Mikey) Levi Ulan, son
of Gail and Paul Ulan, will be-
come a Bar Mitzvah on Satur-
day, January 8, 2022.

Grandparents are Nick Gregos
and Marcia Gregos (of blessed
memory), and Sylvia and Leon
Ulan (of blessed memory).
Michael has older siblings
Emily, Sam, and Ben.

Mikey is a student at Madison Meadows.  He enjoys 3D
printing, music, archery, photography, fantasy football,
and attending Arizona Cardinals football games. He is al-
ways ready to step up with a smile and a helping hand.

Michael enjoys donating his time to various causes and
has participated in charitable activities such as volunteer-
ing at the Desert Mission and St. Mary’s Food Banks, par-
ticipating in numerous fundraising 5K and 10K runs and
mitzvah projects through Beth El and USY.

Mikey loves all animals and his current mitzvah project is
making critter burritos for the Arizona Humane Society
and raising funds for them through selling his 3D printed
designs.

Therefore, on Friday evening, January 14, Beth El will be
holding a musical Kabbalat Shabbat with music com-
posed entirely by Louis Lewandowski. I, along with our
accompanist Stephen Schermitzler, look forward to
singing and playing this wonderful and glorious music for
you, in honor of Louis Lewandowski’s 200th anniversary.
Please make sure to join us at 5:45 pm for what will be a
momentous opening to Shabbat Shira.

Todah V’Zimrah,
Cantor Angress

Bat Mitzvah
Please join us as Miriam Siroky,
daughter of David and Lenka
Siroky, will be called to the
Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on
Shabbat Shirah (January 15,
2022, 13 Shevat 5782). 



Our Path Forward 
To make the most of our future, we need
to honor our past while not being con-
trolled by it.  The things we’ve done well,
we must improve upon.  The works in
progress must be honed and further devel-
oped or replaced by other endeavors wor-
thy of our attention and pursuit.  And the
bad habits, well, we just don’t have time for
them so it’s time to set them free.

In this, we can do our part to commit to ourselves and the
Beth El community as part of the conscious and determined
promise which we make to ourselves each day when we wake
up and each night before we head to bed.  Let’s follow
through.  Let’s get it done.  Let’s support the positive vision
which we have for ourselves – and of ourselves.  

Whether it’s attending services in order to be a part of the es-
sential act coming together as a community, particularly for
those who need us to be there to make it possible for the say-
ing of the prayers that need to be said.  Whether it is taking
part in the good work of the Social Action Committee to help
those less secure in food, family and comfort than we would
choose for ourselves.  Whether it is taking part in the planning
or carrying out an upcoming event, such as the upcoming in-
stallation of Rabbi Stein Kokin.  Whether it is taking part in
work of the Chesed Committee to reach out to other mem-
bers of the congregation. 

Or whether it is doing something that is good for you, good
for the environment and provides a chance to come together
as friends and neighbors for a good cause.  In this, of course,
I am talking about the Community-Supported Agriculture
Program.  We owe our thanks and appreciation to Alana
Berrett, who in addition to her many other valuable contribu-
tions to synagogue life, has volunteered to spearhead the CSA
initiative.  Week in and week out, members of the congrega-
tion and others gather for a time in the dairy kitchen to be to-
gether, share recipes and cooking plans, with a focus on that
week’s edition of nature’s bounty.  For more information
about the CSA program, please contact Alicia Moskowitz at
info@bethelphoenix.com. And a special thanks, too, to Caleb
Winebrenner and Suzanne Holland for getting us started
down this road!

As we open the year, our first parsha of 2022 foretells the
“through line” of our experience as a people – the forces
which impelled our departure from Egypt, the saga of our so-
journ through the desert and the missteps and subsequent piv-
otal events at Sinai.  Passover is still a ways off, but this first
Parsha of 2022, Va'eira, offers us a glimpse of what’s ahead.  
As we approach the start of 2022, we know what lies ahead.
Good fortune and great opportunity, if we lean in and offer
what we can in terms of physical, emotional, spiritual and fi-
nancial support.  In this, let’s work together to chart our path
forward.  Let’s make that our commitment, and then let us
not be shy about reminding or being reminded by one another
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Gregory Harris
Board President

GIFT
SHOP
NEWS

NEW AND EXCITING!

Beth El Gift Shop Has Everything Shabbat

We have candlesticks, Shabbat candles, Havdalah
sets, Havdalah candles, Kiddish cups, challah covers,
challah boards, and more!

Purchase a gift for family or friends or maybe just for
you.

Reasons to shop at Beth El Gift Shop:

1    Supports YOUR Beth El
2.    No sales tax
3.    Unique and unusual items
4.    Convenient
5.    Custom orders offered for all Judaica

Gift shop now open during Beth El 's office hours

of the deal which we have made – together.  After
all, keeping our word is a basic courtesy and
supremely satisfying and in the process, we are cer-
tain to strengthen our friendships and the entire
Beth El community by making this part of the
world just a little better. 

L’Shalom.

Greg Harris

BLANKET BOOSTERS
Since the Pandemic started in February 2020,
YOUR Blanket Boosters have been busy crochet-
ing blankets for children in crisis.    We have been
meeting on Zoom during the 2nd and 4th Sunday
of every month for approximately 2 hours. We now
have members as far east as Arkansas and as far
north as Canada.  

Thanks to Loretta Goldberg who schleps these
completed blankets to The AZ Children’s Associ-
ation to be distributed to children in crisis.  Since
the beginning of the pandemic we have donated
138 blankets!  

Won’t you consider joining our group?  We will
supply the yarn and help you with a pattern.  We
would love to see you.  Need more information,
please call me at: (602) 684-2606.  

Sandy Schnell Robbins
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Dear Friends,

Thank you to all who attended our
Hanukkah event in early December!
We had a wonderful time singing to-
gether, lighting candles, wrapping
gifts, eating latkes, and playing our
favorite games.

As we approach the secular new
year, our Beth El Team is preparing
for some major events and fun activ-

ities for everyone to enjoy. 

Here are a few noteworthy Save the Dates for January
and early February:

Installation 2.0 of Rabbi Stein Kokin - As the original
event to be held in 2020 was canceled due to the pan-
demic, we are happy that the ceremony and dinner are
now rescheduled for Friday, February 4 at 4:30 pm. The
evening will begin with a nosh and then continue with
services and the installation ceremony to be performed
by Rabbi Cheryl Peretz of the American Jewish Univer-
sity. Shabbat dinner follows and is priced modestly to
make it as accessible as possible for those who want to
attend. Babysitting is also available for those who sign up
in advance. In order to hold this special celebration, we
are asking for sponsorships that be used to cover the
costs of the event as well as raise some funds to honor
Rabbi Stein Kokin’s dedication to Beth El. Please con-
sider supporting Rabbi Stein Kokin’s Installation 2.0 by
making a financial gift today. Find out more at
www.bethelphoenix.com/installation or by contacting me
at (602) 944-3359 ext. 109.

B’nai Mitzvah - We have the honor of celebrating two
b’nai mitzvah this month with the Ulans and the Sirokys.
Mikey Ulan will be called to the Torah on Saturday, Jan-
uary 8 at the 9:30 am service. And Miriam Siroky will be
called to the Torah on Saturday, January 15 also at the
9:30 am morning service. We are looking forward to en-
joying these special simchas for two Saturdays in a row!

Special Needs Cooking Class - Our own Roberta Har-
mon is hosting a new special needs cooking class for
youth on Sunday, January 23 at Beth El. She was recently
featured in a Jewish News article
(https://tinyurl.com/2p98zkbs) for her work with this
community. We are happy to support her work by pro-
viding a kitchen to hold the classes and participation
from our own families. For more information or to sign
up, please contact her at
robertascreationsllc@gmail.com.

I hope that you will be able to join us for some of these
special events in early 2022. 

May we all have a Happy and Healthy New Year!

Alicia Moskowitz
Executive
Director

Be Well with BEWL

I saw quite a few of you at Beth El’s Hanukkah Game
Night on Saturday, December 4.  What a festive and fun
evening thanks to all the hard work and planning by the
staff and volunteers.  The latkes, the salad bar, and the
macaroni and cheese were delicious. I didn’t get a suf-
ganiyot, but I heard they were yummy.  Thank you to Ali-
cia Moskowitz, Bonnie Kluger, and Marie Wolf for
teaching some mahjong newbies the rules of the game.
We were able to complete two games before the evening
was over.  Steve Winkelman kept us laughing with his re-
named suits - - Bams were Flintstones - from Bam Bam
of the cartoon!  The Big News - Mahjong is starting at
Beth El on Wednesday, January 19, from 1:00 - 3:30.
Players will wear masks and we will take a break for
snacks.  Our plan is to return to in person mahjong on
the third Wednesday of each month. 

BEWL’s Glass Workshop on December 12, 2021, at Art
For Fun! Studio, was a fantastic way to spend a morning
with fellow crafters and wannabe crafters.  Thanks to the
guidance of Barbara and Andrea Becker, eleven of us
were able to create wonderful plates and plant stakes that
will be fired at the studio.  

Join us for a short Tu B’Shevat Hike led by BEWL
board member Edlyn Soderman on January 9 in the
Phoenix Mountain Preserve - see page 12 for details.

Mark your calendars for the Sisterhood/Torah Fund
Shabbat on Saturday, March 5, 2022.  Rabbi Stein Kokin
is teaching a class to some women who will be reading
Torah that day. If you are interested in learning how to
read Torah or would like to brush up your skills and read
on Torah Fund Shabbat, please reach out to Rabbi Stein
Kokin at rabbi@bethelphoenix.com. Our International
President, Debbi Kaner Goldich, will be speaking and
welcoming you to the service. Thank you to all of you
who have renewed so far.   I am happy to report that our
membership is now up to 60.  Please join or renew online
at www.bethelphoenix.com/about/bewl. 

Torah Fund is celebrating 80 years of philanthropy and
it’s easy to support programs and scholarships at five in-
stitutions  of higher learning.  You can mail in a check
made out to Torah Fund  and we will forward it and the
rest of the contributions to JTS. You can also contribute
online at https://inspired.jtsa.edu/torahfund.

Eileen Bloom
President, BEWL
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Dear Friends,
What is Tu B’Shevat?

The 15th day of the Hebrew month
of Shevat, is known as Tu B’Shevat,
the birthday of the trees. 

Have you ever wondered why trees
celebrate their New Year so much
later than we do? It has all to do
with the rainy season in our home-
land of Israel, which actually started

several months back when we celebrate Sukkot. It takes
four long months for the rains to drench the soil,
strengthen the trees, and for them to produce fruit. 

We humans can also celebrate along with the trees.
After all, the Torah says, "man is a tree of the field." We
are also nurtured by our deep family roots as far back
as Abraham and Sarah, and the fruits that we produce
are our good deeds that benefit our world. 

This family-friendly holiday is a great opportunity to
teach your children to care for our environment and to
connect with nature. As a holiday with few require-
ments, it's accessible to people of all backgrounds, ages,
and beliefs, and is a perfect time for interfaith families
to connect to both our religion and our environment.
Tu B’Shevat can be celebrated in many different ways.
Below are several suggestions of how to celebrate with
your family in a way that works for you. Now, get started
and have some family fun!

1. Get your Hands Dirty: Grow plants from scratch.
Parsley grows easily and if all goes well, will be ready for
your Passover seder plates.

2. Throw a Party....for the trees! Bake tree cookies to-
gether, walk around your neighborhood and sing happy
birthday to the trees you pass on the way. Read The
Lorax by Dr. Seuss, "I am the Lorax. I speak for the
trees."  You can also do a little digging (plant joke!) into
birthday traditions and tree traditions in other cultures. 

3. Find your Roots: Who's in your family tree? Take
this time to call grandparents, aunts, uncles, and cousins
near and far to fill in the branches of the family tree.
Find out where your relatives came from and what
makes your family unique.

4. Learn and Cook with the Fruits of our Trees: Honor
our trees and the fruits that grow on them by trying your
hand at an apple pie or peach tart. Or make your own
almond butter with nuts and a blender. It's just that sim-
ple! Just as easy, and lots of fun to be had is to put
grapes in a zip-lock bag and stomp on it to make home-
made grape juice. Now that's fun! 

5. Thank an Environmental Worker: Using your home-
made paper or other recycled materials, have your kids
make a card for those that keep our Earth clean. Send
a note to farmers, sanitation workers, and firefighters.

Nanci Siegel Manson
Talmud Torah
Director

Kids can also write to local lawmakers encouraging them
to create bike lanes, support recycling programs, and pro-
tect clean water. 

6. Fill your Bookshelf: Here are a few of my favorites...Ba-
bies and toddlers will enjoy It’s Tu B’Shevat by Edie Stoltz
Zolkowere and Thank You, Trees!, by Gail Langer Kar-
woski and Marilyn Gootman. Pre-K kids and older will
like Netta and her Plant by Ellie B. Gellman and Sadie's
Snowy Tu B’Shevat by Jamie Korngold. 

7. Or create your own Tu B’Shevat Seder.  There are
many versions available.  One with a particular focus on
sustainability and environmental awareness can be found
at hazon.org.  Hazon is the Jewish Lab for sustainability:
hazon.org/commit-to-change/holidays/tu-bshvat.

Beth El will be celebrating with a family hike this month
on Sunday, January 9.  Please see page 12 for details. 

Until next time....

Pictured above and below: 
Talmud Torah students enjoy some Hanukkah cooking
with Nanci.
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Preschool News
I cannot believe it’s January, we are
halfway through our school year.  I have
to say it has been a hard one, but at the
same time, it has been very good.  Our
school community is a very caring, tight
family.  For the holidays, we took care
of each other making sure every family
who needed help received it.

In December, we had our first case of COVID and I had to
close a classroom - -  the first time in a year.  I attribute the
fact that our teachers always wear masks and are vaccinated.
Most are now or have already gotten their boosters.   We
also have our three and four year olds wear masks.  This may
not be comfortable or easy but we do it because we care. 

As an essential worker, my staff and me feel the responsibility
to come to work every day, not because it is our job but also
because these children and their families count on us.  We
are a stable unit; we provide continuity and structure for the
families.  Our staff even becomes part of the family.  Pre-
school helps children and families stay socially connected in
a time when it is not always safe to go to gatherings.  

The ASU SAGE program built our new garden in Decem-
ber and the families of the three, four, and five year-olds
helped with the research of saliva testing.  The garden came
with a curriculum, seeds, and some gardening tools.  The
children had a great time planting, and now they are watching
every day to see if anything has grown.

Fundraising has always been an important part for our pre-
school.  The PTO provides funding for some extra activities
such as yoga, staff appreciation, end of the year, and holiday
parties. For the past two years, our school has not been able
to have fundraisers but the school has still managed to main-
tain these programs.  This year we are planning on an outside
event the “Tomatillo Festival.” This is scheduled for March
27 so please save the date.  This event is a family event and
we will invite the community.  It will be similar to a Spring
Fling with a touch of Spain.  We will have a salsa-making
contest judged by local chefs from well-known restaurants.
We are also going to have a silent auction.  There are many
ways you can support our school and have fun doing it. More
details will follow!

Stay safe

Joanie

Joanie Charnow
Preschool Director
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Mazal Tov to our
January
Anniversaries

Date Years Married
12     Charleen & Charles Holt 39
18     Marti & Stephen Nathan 47
27     Wendy Rozov & Eric Lynn 37
29     Janet & Charles Meinstein 61 

Anniversary Shabbat is 
January 29

Please note: If your name is not listed, please
contact us so that we can update your 
information in our database.

We Mourn:

Cheryl Fabian, aunt of staff member Roberta
Harmon.

Member Patricia Levy, wife of Kenneth Levy.

Yom Huledet Same’ach to
our January Birthdays
Date
1     Jerry Kosowsky
2     Daniel Ziskin

Rosemary Phillips
Carolyn Steingard
Sheldon Levin

4     Susan Faier
Sharon Steingard

5     Shari Burks
6     Howard Simon

Ruth Ann Perlman
7     Mark Silberstein
8     Joan Klein
11   Blair Reuben
13   Bunny Shuch

Marc Kuffner
15   Robert Kravetz

Jacqueline Camacho
Gary Friedman

16   Bruce Holzman
Denton Simmons

17   Alicia Moskowitz
Martin Slovin
Nina Zamoshkin
Heather Baker-Mushkatel

19   Kathleen Kahn
20   Etta Silver
21   Laura Jackson
23   Belinda Baardsen

Richard Kronenfeld
24   Zachary Kramer
25   Judith Johnson
26   Gladys Levitt
27   Ronda Kottle
29   Shmuel Dabush
30   Richard Loewy

Birthday Shabbat is 
January 8

Mazal Tov to:

Members Belinda Baardsen and Benjamin
Goldberg on their wedding which occured on
the evening of December 18, 2021.

Beth El Announcements
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Thank you for the following
Beth El Contributions:

In memory of Helen Kaplan
Selma & Jerome Targovnik

In memory of Labe Eric 
Targovnik
Selma & Jerome Targovnik

In memory of Sam Goldman
Lewis Brown
Patti & Herb Dreiseszun
Hannah & Stephen 

Glouberman
Charleen & Chuck Holt
Carolyn & Morry Kaplan
Judy & David Siegel
Anne & Norman Zaslow
Sara Ziskin

In memory of Morris Seman
John & Debbie Wolfe

In memory of Howard Schwartz
John & Debbie Wolfe

Blanket Boosters
In memory of Rebecca Barry
Louise Leverant

Rabbi Stein Kokin’s 
Discretionary Fund
A thoughtful contribution
Jerry Sideman

In honor of the wonderful 
medical providers
Deborah Hickman

In honor of Tony Lamon
Steve & Marti Nathan

In honor of Risa Mallin
Jay & Gayle Weiss

In memory of Joyce Cohen
The Family of Joyce Cohen

In memory of Avis Schlar
The Kozinets Family

In memory of Nick Einfeld
Anne & Norman Zaslow

Preschool Fund
In memory of Mathis Becker
Barbara & Mathis Becker

In memory of Leah Center
Daniel & Carol Bell

Rabbi Louis & Rebecca
Barish Talmud Torah
Scholarship Fund
In memory of Avis Schlar
Dan & Lynda Ziskin

Tzedakah Fund
In honor of Daniel & Evie
Rosen’s first anniversary
Steve & Marti Nathan

In memory of Saul Abromovitz
Gary & Paula Abromovitz

In memory of Lazar Lercher
Anna Cohen

In memory of Jerry Sickler
Janet Rothman Sickler

In memory of Abram Albert
Gayle & Jay Weiss

In memory of Phillip Weiss
Gayle & Jay Weiss

In memory of Lena Weiss
Gayle & Jay Weiss

Trees for Israel 
In memory of Sam Goldman
Charlotte Adelman & Family
Andre & Joan Klein

In memory of Arthur Weisberg
Barbara & Louis Goldstein

Talmud Torah Fund
In honor of Daniel Rosen 
Charlotte Adelman

In honor of Cantor Angress &
Mayra Ramos’ marriage
Steve & Marti Nathan

In memory of Sam Goldman
Charlotte Adelman & Family
Beth El Board of Directors
Beth El Women’s League
Bonnie Brojges
GiGi Brzycki
Karen & Jay Bycer
Anna Cohen & Family
Sheldon & Randy Dashefsky
Ed DuBrow & Cynthia Serbin-

DuBrow
Pearl & Marvin Freeman
Barbara & Louis Goldstein
Ellen Goot
Gilda Harris
David & Elaine Hirsch
Risa Isard
Risa Mallin
Jill Miller
Jeanne Milstein
Aaron & Alicia Moskowitz
Marcia Newman, Brad, 

Marissa, Sydne, Shayna
& Simcha

Fay Palestrant
The Polunsky Family
Randee & Shlomo Pri-Tal
The Raphael Family
Jerry Rosen
Bunny Shuch
Mark Shwer
Myra Shindler
Eileen Bloom & Marvin Siegel
Etta & Arnold Silver & Family
Edie Wade
John & Debbie Wolfe
Steve Winkelman, 

Audrey Wolff & Family
Dan & Lynda Ziskin & Family

In memory of Bruce Mallin
Risa Mallin

In memory of Norton Goldberg
Jeanne Milstein

In memory of Morris Milstein
Jeanne Milstein

In memory of Dr. Stanley Mil-
stein
Jeanne Milstein

In memory of Joan Sitver
Marcia Newman

In memory of Avis Schlar
Marcia Newman
Randee & Shlomo Pri-Tal

Youth Fund
In memory of Sam Goldman
Sami Schwartz

Cantor Angress’ 
Discretionary Fund
In honor of Cantor Angress’ 
wedding
GiGi Brzycki
Barbara & Louis Goldstein
Deborah Hickman
Randee & Shlomo Pri-Tal
Judy & David Siegel
John & Debbie Wolfe

In memory of Saul Abromovitz
Jeanne Milstein

In memory of Esther 
Abromovitz
Jeanne Milstein

In memory of Lena Abromovitz
Jeanne Milstein

Kiddush Fund
A thoughtful contribution
Howard & Agnes Markowitz

In honor of their November
birthdays
Eileen Bloom
Jeanne Milstein
Rhoda Morris
Myrna Ross

In honor of their November 
anniversary
Esther & Benjamin 

Zlochower
In honor of their December 
birthdays
Stuart Meckler
Bernice Rozov
William Weese

In memory of Sam Goldman
The Jalowiec Family

In memory of Judy Hoenig
Jeanne Milstein

Yahrzeit Fund
In memory of Florie Amster
David Amster & Family

In memory of Aziz Behboodi
The Behboodi Family

In memory of Hattie Shapiro
Susan & Bruce Berger

In memory of Sam Goldman
Reneé Cooperman

In memory of Richard Slavett
Cynthia and Ed DuBrow

In memory of Toby Frankel
Barry Frankel

In memory of Rina Sebag
Esther Gortler

In memory of Howard Halperin
Barbara Halperin

In memory of Fay Goldstein
Carolyn & Morris Kaplan

In memory of Mary Goldstein
Carolyn & Morris Kaplan

In memory of Sol Konick
Elliot Konick

In memory of Esther Reiss
Martin Reiss

In memory of Anna Bershad
Joan Rothfeld

In memory of Harry Katcher
Brenda Schwartz

In memory of Anna Zlochower
Ben & Esther Zlochower

General Fund
Thanks for the Aliyah
Howard & Agnes Markowitz

Thank you to the daily minyan
for their support
Sarah Paikowsky

In honor of Eileen Bloom’s
birthday
Janet Bain

In honor of the daily minyan
GiGi Brzycki

In honor of Risa Mallin’s 
birthday
Fay & Aubrey Palestrant

In honor of Rabbi Stein Kokin
Mike & Patricia Siroky

In honor of Gary Serbin’s 
birthday
Ellen Serbin

In memory of Joseph Levenson
Malka Berger

In memory of Goldie Levenson
Malka Berger

In memory of Pearl Berger
Malka Berger

In memory of Irvin Brown
Lewis Brown

In memory of Isadore Racowsky
Sue Cohen

In memory of Kathy Rosenstein
Feld
Patti & Herb Dreiseszun

In memory of Ida Kumin
Dorthea Dworkin

In memory of Avis Schlar
Pearl Druss
Cynthia & Ed DuBrow
Hannah & Stephen 

Glouberman
Carolyn & Morry Kaplan
Sara Ziskin

In memory of Charles Friedman
Edward Friedman

In memory of Jesse Friedman
Selma Friedman

In memory of Stanley Friedman
Selma Friedman

In memory of Samuel 
Ositchansky
Gilda Harris

In memory of Fay Goldstein
Carolyn & Morry Kaplan

In memory of Bart Lasner
Harvey Lasner

In memory of Irving Lowe
Ronald & Ninfa Lowe

In memory of Art Weisberg
Harriet Peck

In memory of Norman 
Mendelsohn
Sue & David Rosen

In memory of Sophia Rosen
Bernice Rozov

In memory of Lillian Rozov
Bernice Rozov

In memory of Besse & Henry
Bulkis
Robert B. Sherman

In memory of Cathi Sherman
Robert B. Sherman

In memory of Stanford 
Stoneman
Edie Stoneman

This page reflects donations received from 11/10-12/7/21. Donations received after 12/7 will be reflected in the February 2022 echo.
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Beth El Board of 
Directors

Heather Baker-Mushkatel
Alana Berrett
Joseph (Rich) Cohen
David Goldfarb
David Siroky
José Tafla
Gail Ulan
Sara Zilversmit

Immediate Past Presidents:
Linda Barzilai & Kim Mertens

Cantor Emeritus:
Sam Goldman (z”l)

Eli Barzilai
Cemetery Administrator
ebarz@msn.com
(602) 309-0763

Mathis Becker
Endowment Committee
becker.mathis@gmail.com
(602) 256-7829

Charleen Holt
Gift Shop
cholt@bethelphoenix.com

Eileen Bloom
Women’s League President
ebloom@bethelphoenix.com
(602) 997-1274

Beth El Executive
Board

Gregory Harris
President 
gharris@bethelphoenix.com
(602) 254-3268

Audrey Wolff
Executive Vice President 
awolff@bethelphoenix.com
(602) 944-9033

Barry Becker
Treasurer
barrybeckerlaw@gmail.com
(602) 430-1663

Eileen Bloom
Financial VP
ebloom@bethelphoenix.com
(602) 997-1274

Ben Cooper
Membership VP
bcooper@bethelphoenix.com
(602) 957-4543

Herb Dreiseszun
Facilities VP
(602) 954-0321
(602) 957-3159 FAX

Charleen Holt 
Secretary
cholt@bethelphoenix.com
(602) 695-6462

Allyn Kluger
Ritual VP
hjewegl@aol.com
(602) 995-3338

Kim Mertens
Education VP
kmertens@bethelphoenix.com
(602) 340-8234

Beth El Staff

A. Nitzan Stein Kokin
Rabbi
Ext. 108
rabbi@bethelphoenix.com

Jonathan Angress
Cantor
Ext. 124
cantor@bethelphoenix.com

Alicia Moskowitz
Executive Director
Ext. 109
alicia@bethelphoenix.com

Nanci Siegel Manson
Religious School Director
Ext. 123
nanci@bethelphoenix.com

Korina Springer
Office Manager
Ext. 106
kspringer@bethelphoenix.com

Nina Zamoshkin
Controller
Ext. 111
nina@bethelphoenix.com
Roberta Harmon
Youth & Community Engagement
Coordinator
Ext. 103
rharmon@bethelphoenix.com

Wendy Adair
Education Department Assistant
Ext. 122
talmudtorah@bethelphoenix.com

Wendy Rozov
Adult Education Coordinator
wrozov@bethelphoenix.com

Ben Ulan
Program Assistant
bulan@bethelphoenix.com

Joanie Charnow
Preschool Director
Ext. 129
jcharnow@bethelphoenix.com

Erin Curnutte
Preschool Office
Ext. 126
preschool@bethelphoenix.com

Connect with the Beth El Staff and Board of Directors
Office phone number: (602) 944-3359
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