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Beth El
Services

SERVICES
PLEASE NOTE: In light of the ever-
changing circumstances, details
concerning services may change
during the month.  Please consult
our weekly Shabbat email for the
most current information.  When in
doubt, please call the office.

Va-y’hi
Saturday, January 2
9:30 am Shabbat Shaharit Live Streaming at 
Facebook*
6:00 pm Zoomdalah - Dance into the week
6:02 pm Havdalah
6:30 pm Havdalah Service with clergy
(zoom.us/j/92408568672 or
Facebook.com/bethel.phoenix)

Sh’mot
Saturday, January 9
Birthday Shabbat
9:30 am Shabbat Shaharit Live Streaming at 
Facebook*
6:00 pm Zoomdalah - Dance into the week
6:08 pm Havdalah
6:30 pm Havdalah Service & Hanukkiah Lighting
(zoom.us/j/92408568672 or Facebook)

Va-era
Saturday, January 16
9:30 am Shabbat Shaharit Live Streaming at 
Facebook*
6:00 pm Zoomdalah - Dance into the week                                                                       
6:14 pm Havdalah
6:30 pm Havdalah Service with clergy
(zoom.us/j/92408568672 or 
Facebook.com/bethel.phoenix)

Bo
Saturday, January 23
Women’s League Shabbat
9:30 am Shabbat Shaharit Live Streaming at 
Facebook*
6:00 pm Zoomdalah - Dance into the week
6:20 pm Havdalah                                                                       
6:30 pm Havdalah Service with clergy
(zoom.us/j/92408568672 or 
Facebook.com/bethel.phoenix)

B’shallah
Saturday, January 30
Anniversary Shabbat
9:30 am Shabbat Shaharit Live Streaming at 
Facebook*  
6:00 pm Zoomdalah - Dance into the week 
6:27 pm Havdalah                                                                          
6:30 pm Havdalah Service with clergy
(zoom.us/j/92408568672 or 
Facebook.com/bethel.phoenix)

Kabbalat Shabbat every Friday at 
5:45 pm

Candlelighting times:
Friday, January 1  | 5:12 pm
Friday, January 8 | 5:17 pm
Friday, January 15 | 5:23 pm
Friday, January 22 | 5:30 pm
Friday, January 29 | 5:37 pm

HOW TO PARTICIPATE:

Shabbat Shaharit
Saturdays | 9:30 am 
*Access our Facebook page at: 
facebook.com/bethel.phoenix

Daily Minyan and Kabbalat Shabbat*
Monday - Friday 7:15 am and 5:45 pm 
Sunday 8:15 am and 5:45 pm
Join us on your computer, tablet, or cellphone at the 
following link:  https://zoom.us/j/92408568672

ZOOM information:

Meeting ID: 924 0856 8672
Passcode: minyan
Call in: (253) 215-8782
Call in Passcode: 649433

*MINYAN TIME CHANGES:

Thursday, January 14 | 7:00 am (Rosh Hodesh)
Monday, January 18 | 8:15 am
(Martin Luther King, Jr. Day)
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Dear Chaverim,
We greet the new year of 2021 with un-
certainty, pain and sorrow, as we are still
living in a world broken apart by the
Coronavirus pandemic. So many of us
have lost loved ones, have seen or our-
selves endured pain and illness, and we
all are struggling to cope with the pro-
longed isolation in our homes - unable
to spend “in-person” time with even

some of our closest loved ones. We are tired  and we are
down from the toll that this crisis has taken of us. 

As we enter January, Tu B’Shevat--the Jewish new year of
trees--appears on our calendar at the end of the month. Even
in Israel, January is still considered a winter month. Yet the
ancient rabbis had an acute sense of observation: they recog-
nized the very first signs of renewed growth--the blossoming
of the almond trees on the bare hillsides of the Judean moun-
tains--and determined that the full moon of Sh’vat marks the
beginning of spring, of new growth, of hope for the renewal
of life. 

The mystics in the late Middle Ages picked up where the rab-
bis of the Talmud left off and created a Seder ceremony in
which we trace the inner journey of the individual towards re-
newal. In the past century, Tu B'Shevat Seders have become
the markers of renewed Jewish life in the land of Israel, of
our communal responsibility towards creation, and preserving
our natural resources for future generations. 

This year, Tu B’Shevat falls on a difficult secular date, on  the
evening of January 27, International Holocaust Remember-
ance day. In light of this peculiar coincidence, I’d like to share
with you the very special story of a poem by the German-Jew-
ish religious philosopher and writer Fritz Rosenthal, better
known by his Hebrew name Schalom Ben-Chorin, which
turned to the almond blossom as a sign of hope in the midst
of the despair of World War II:

Almond Blossom - Sign of Life by Schalom Ben-Chorin

Almond trees, renewed in bloom,
do they not proclaim

life returning year by year,
love that will remain?

Almond blossom, sign of life
in the face of pain,

raises hope in people’s hearts:
spring has come again.

War destroys a thousand-fold,
hatred scars the earth,

but the day when almonds bloom
is a time of birth.

Friends, give thanks for almond blooms
swaying in the wind:

token that the gift of life
triumphs in the end.

Translation by Fred Kaan

Schalom Ben-Chorin wrote this poem in his mother tongue,
German, in Jerusalem in 1942, when word of the genocide
being carried out by the Nazis in Poland started to reach
Jerusalem. After a brief arrest in the 1930s by the Gestapo he
himself had fled his hometown Munich and immigrated to
Palestine. He calls his poem “The Sign,” for in the midst of
winter and the despair of the Shoah, looking out of his win-
dow he noticed a small sign of hope: the almond tree in his
backyard had started to blossom, a sign of renewed life, of
spring to come. From biblical times until today that first al-
mond blossom is a sign of hope. Shalom Ben-Chorin, well
versed in biblical literature, told us that he was inspired by the
call of the prophet Jeremiah: 

“The word of Adonai came to me: What do you see,
Jeremiah? I replied: I see a branch of an almond 
(SHA-K-ED) tree. Adonai said to me: You have seen
right, for I am watchful (SHO-K-ED) to bring My 
word to pass.” (Jeremiah 1:11-12)

The vision signifies God’s resolve to bring about the promise
of faithfulness to the Jewish people who experience destruc-
tion and exile in Jeremiah's generation. Schalom Ben-Chorin
tells us in 1942(!), that we can have hope and that we are
called to a life of love: “Almond trees, renewed in bloom, do
they not proclaim life returning year by year, love that will re-
main?!” 

Ben-Chorin, who passed away in 1999, wrote many books,
spoke and devoted all his life for reconciliation and under-
standing between Jews and Christians, between Palestinians
and Israelis and even among Jews, founding the first Reform
synagogue in Israel in 1958. 

After a visit with Ben-Chorin, German musician and song-
writer Fritz Baltruweit composed a melody to the poem and
the song was first sung in Germany in 1981 at a nationwide
interfaith gathering and became an anthem for the peace
movement in the 80s in Germany. A few years later it became
part of the Lutheran Church's hymnal. When Ben-Chorin
was notified about this he apparently said proudly to his wife:
“I am probably the first Jew who entered the Lutheran hym-
nal,” to which his wife responded: “You are the second, after
King David,” according to tradition the author of the Psalms.

This story also has a personal connection to me, as Ben-
Chorin’s son, Rabbi Tovia Ben-Chorin, served a congregation
in Berlin for many years and became my teacher and mentor
when I began rabbinical school there. He was an important
role model for me of what it means to be a congregational
rabbi. Inspired by Schalom Ben-Chorin and the blossoming
of the almond tree, let Tu B’Shevat this year be a source of
hope in our hearts! 

Warmly, Rabbi Stein Kokin

A. Nitzan Stein Kokin
Rabbi
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Dear Friends,
“Another openin’, another show. In
Philly, Boston, and Baltimo’e. A
chance for stage folks to say, “Hello!”
Another openin’ of another show.”

The opening number of Cole
Porter’s Kiss Me Kate is one of the
most famous Broadway showtunes in
the history of musical theater. It has

become regarded as a show business anthem on a level
with “That’s Entertainment!” from The Band Wagon
and “There’s No Business Like Show Business” from
Annie Get Your Gun. And usually, most Broadway per-
formers would be remembering this song as they go
from one Broadway show to the next.

Unfortunately this year due to COVID-19, live theatre
including Broadway is on an extended hiatus in order
to keep both the performers and the audience safe and
healthy from the coronavirus. Many performers and
live shows have necessitated moving onto a virtual stage
in order to keep theatre alive and well. Our commu-
nity’s annual production, A Jewish Night On Broadway,
is not immune to such changes. Therefore, I am sure
you have heard by now that Beth El will be presenting
this year’s fundraiser, A Jewish Night On Broadway
Live! on Zoom which will take place on Sunday Febru-
ary 28, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. hosted by me and my long
time friend, teacher, and theatre mentor, Broadway vet-
eran Paul Schoeffler. Our guest stars will be JNOB
alumni and Broadway performers Lauren Molina,
Charlotte Maltby, and Michael Bernardi. JNOB Live!
on Zoom will be a fun night of stories, interviews, laugh-
ter, and song.

In order for JNOB Live! on Zoom to be a success, es-
pecially during this unprecedented time of COVID-19,
we rely on your generous support. Sponsorships are
available at www.bethelphoenix.com/JNOB-Live. If you
are interested in additional underwriting opportunities,
please be in touch with me or Alicia to find out more. 

The JNOB team and I are looking forward to bringing
a more intimate taste of Broadway to you at home, es-
pecially during this time when theatre is not readily
available. We thank you for your generosity and con-
tinued support of our annual program and we look for-
ward to seeing you on Sunday February 28, 2021 at 6:30
p.m. as we present A Jewish Night On Broadway Live!
on Zoom.

Todah V’Zimrah,
Cantor Angress 

Jonathan Angress
Cantor
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Pictured above: Jared Cooper stands next to the beautiful
Hanukkiah he created out of Indian wood for Beth El this year.
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Celebrate the Arrival of 2021
Welcome to 2021.  I may not be the first to wish
you best wishes for a healthy, safe and productive
year, which surely means you are fortunate enough
to be a part of a warm and caring circle of friend-
ship, love and support.  For this, and for so many
other aspects your life, the arrival of the secular new
year is a signal that all is well, and for this, we should
all be grateful. 

Now that you’re here, what’s next?  How will you
make your mark to help to make the community
and Beth El a better place? Let me help you count

the ways, as we build on the pillars – the focus of our work – which Beth
El’s Board has chosen to pursue: Social Action, Ritual and Outreach.

Social Action. Under the leadership and direction of the Social Action
Committee, we have been busy.  No matter what, in every period, we each
have the chance to make a difference in the lives of others.  Our need to
give tzedakah never – ever – goes away.  The standing order has been given
to each of us to support others, particularly those who need our help.  Be-
cause of this reality, the Social Action Committee has conducted a series
of drives and collection efforts.  We have contributed to the Valencia
School, the Senior Center, for foster children, and for families lacking the
resources to be generous or experience generosity at this time of year.
We’ve collected school supplies, to prepare for the time of homeschooling
and for later, when classroom instruction resumes.  We have collected
food and snacks for the homeless.  We have assembled personal hygiene
kits for families and seniors.  We made Thanksgiving meals a reality and
not simply a hope. 

But more remains to be done.  Fortunately, our capacity to be generous
is not be limited to times that are flush or times that are tough, just as the
capacity for those in need for our kindness, caring and compassion does
not go away when the good times end.  

Ritual. Of all the miracles and marvels to be experienced, we must never
lose faith in our capacity to find new ways to explore the meaning of what
it is to be a Jew and how to be Jewish in a changing world.  Our people
adapt to change and we adopt new approaches to satisfy the timeless im-
peratives to which we are committed.  This aspect of our being is what
made us strong, kept us going, and allowed us to be ready to meet the chal-
lenges in every age.  The experiences that plague us today will not always
be palpable, but the memories of these moments, and the changes we
choose to incorporate into our lives will make us a stronger people and
congregation.  Sure, we’d prefer that things were better.  But when did we
want anything else?  We want more for our children than we had for our-
selves – and this is not new; this is how it has always been.  So as we have
chosen to leverage technologies and connections to fill today’s gaps and
voids, soon we will have the freedom to choose to retain aspects of our in-
novative spirit and ingenuity when the gaps and voids have receded into
the rearview mirror about whether – and how – to continue to make use
of the tools we’ve chosen to use.  On Shabbat.  During the high holidays
and festivals.  At daily minyan. And at social gatherings that are not dis-
tant.

Outreach. We have learned to reach people whose mobility already was
limited due to long commutes, because of health care concerns, and be-
cause of conflicting and competing family demands.  Take a look in this
issue of the echo and you will see.  Rabbi Stein Kokin’s wisdom and spirit
are on full display on and off the bima.  So too for Cantor Angress.  Many
offerings for adults are also available from reading groups and cooking, to
opportunities to study Talmud and Hebrew.  And some of the choices we
have made will remain with us, but not because we have to, but because
we can!

Please join us in our work on each of these pillars.  Let’s make a promise
to ourselves and to the community to support and to engage, physically,
spiritually and in the moment.  Make 2021 a truly great year for you, for
your families and for Beth El! 

הזל הז םיברע לארשי לכ
One for all and all for one!

L’shalom
Greg Harris

Gregory Harris
Board President

MANY THANKS TO OUR GOLDEN
GIVERS - 

LIFE MEMBERS
Herb & Patti Dreiseszun, Bryan Hill & Leah
Pallin-Hill, Sheldon & Ronda Kottle, Bruce (of
blessed memory) & Risa Mallin, Samuel Pallin, 

Sheldon & Maddy Roth, 
Paul (of blessed memory) & Maryjane Sandler,
Leon & Evelyn Zeitzer, Dan & Lynda Ziskin

GIBBORIM
Anonymous, Rich & Sue Cohen, 

Ben & Leslie Cooper, Louis & Barbara 
Goldstein, Arnold (of blessed memory) & 

Barbara Serbin

SHOMRIM
Barry & Jody Aarons, Mathis & Barbara Becker, 
Lewis & Barbara Brown, Ed & Cynthia DuBrow, 
Ellen Goot, Terry & Rochelle Kelman, Marvin
Siegel & Eileen Bloom, Leon Smith (of blessed
memory) & Joyce Cohen Smith (of blessed

memory), Sara Ziskin

CHAVERIM
Anonymous, Eli & Linda Barzilai, 

Barry & Melanie Becker,  Barbara Lewkowitz &
Geoffrey Gosher, Greg & Susan Harris, John &

Kim Mertens, Gary & Lisa Serbin, 
Denton Simmons, Morton & Joan (of blessed

memory) Sitver, Paul & Gail Ulan, 
The Witenstein Family, John & Deborah Wolfe

MALACHIM
Sheldon & Maddy Roth

If you would like to see your name among our strongest 
financial supporters, please contact Alicia Moskowitz

GIFT SHOP
NEWS

Think of Beth El for any simcha - weddings, anniver-
saries, birthdays, housewarming gifts, and Bar/Bat
Mitzvahs!  We have beautiful jewelry and mezzuzahs.

Always available are Shabbat candles and candlesticks,
Kiddush cups, Havdalah candles, memorial candles
and holders, tallit sets and Kippot both for ladies and
gentlemen.

Reasons to shop at Beth El Gift Shop:

1. Supports YOUR Beth El
2. NO sales tax
3. Convenient
4. Custom orders offered for all Judaica.

No walk-ins at this time.  Please contact Charleen at
cholt@bethelphoenix.com or 602-695-6462 to
arrange an appointment.
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New Year, New Software

Dear Friends,

Our office staff is busy finalizing all
of the year-end data and preparing
to run tax statements. On that note,
here are a couple of new features
that we are working on in Shul-
Cloud.

Updated Statements and Tax Statements
In the past, we have not had much choice in the format
or content of the monthly account statements. We now
have the ability to change not only these aspects but to
send them through email. If you are interested in receiv-
ing your monthly account statements via email, please
let us know or log into your account to update your pref-
erences. 

The yearly tax statements will also be in a new format.
We are working on the exact template to run so that they
contain all of the necessary information for your records.
We appreciate your patience, as this is a long process
this year in light of the new software. These statements
will be sent out by the end of January 2021.

Membership Directory
Finally, we will roll out the much-anticipated online
Membership Directory near the end of this month as
well. We are excited to finally get an updated directory
out to the membership and rely upon you to help us
clean the data prior to the release. Please log in to your
ShulCloud account or contact the office to check and
update your contact information before January 15 so
that the correct information is released for the Member-
ship Directory.

A new feature to highlight is that you have the option to
upload a photo of yourself for the directory. This is a
great feature that will help us all to connect names to
faces -- imagine being able to look up that nice person
you met at Beth El. This directory will be viewable not
to the general public, but to members who have a Shul-
Cloud account only. Everyone also has the option to opt-
out of being included in the directory and/or can choose
the exact information that will appear in their listing.

As always, please feel free to contact me if you have any
questions or technical issues with ShulCloud. I am happy
to help you. Here is to a new year and, hopefully, a better
one.

L’Shalom,

Alicia Moskowitz

Alicia Moskowitz
Executive
Director

Be Well with BEWL - 
Beth El Women’s League

Wow, December was chock-filled with events at Beth El Con-
gregation. We had Hanukkiah Lightings,  a Drive-in concert,
Trivia Time, Adopt a Family, Cookie Bake and Storytime, vir-
tual Talmud Torah Holiday Rooms, a Bar Mitzvah and a Bat
Mitzvah.  Kudos to Rabbi Stein Kokin and Cantor Angress
and all the staff effort that made these events  so enjoyable.

BEWL was busy too.  On December 6, I accepted the Award
of Honor from the Pacific Southwest Region of WLCJ on be-
half of BEWL at a special event via Zoom.  The certificate was
granted in recognition of fulfilling our goal to the Torah Fund
Campaign for 2018-2019.  The Campaign “gratefully acknowl-
edges the exemplary devotion to Judaism and outstanding
achievement of Beth El Women’s League, Phoenix, Arizona.”
I am sure we met our Torah Fund goal for 2019-2020, so an-
other award should be coming our way.  BEWL has made a
commitment to Torah Fund for this year and we are already
halfway to our goal.  If you want to support Torah Fund’s phi-
lanthropy to the Jewish Theological Seminary, Ziegler School
of Rabbinic Studies, Schechter Institutes of Jewish Studies,
Seminario Rabinico Latinoamericano and Zacharias Frankel
College, you can make out a check in any amount to “Torah
Fund” and drop it at Beth El or mail it to the attention of
BEWL.  Contributions to receive the much-anticipated Torah
Fund pin start at $180.  

Hanukkah gift bags were filled with goodies and a LED Meno-
rah for the 17 college-aged children of Beth El members.
Maybe this will be a new annual tradition supported by
BEWL.  Thanks to Joan Mattisinko and Susan Finks for their
help.  Rabbi Nolan Lebowitz gave the D’var Torah at the
award recognition event on December 6 and he said a lot of
wonderful things about sisterhoods.  The statement that res-
onated most with me was that “Women’s League comes to-
gether to form the backbone of every congregation.”  So stand
tall, members of BEWL, your acts of kindness and charity are
much appreciated.  

Congratulations to Judith Zola who accepted a position on the
board of Chadashot: News from Torah Fund. Judith is also
chairing the Women’s League/Torah Fund Shabbat on Janu-
ary 23, 2021.  If she contacts you to participate, I’m sure you
will gladly say yes.  

Thank you to Joanie Charnow, Suzanne Fuchs, Kim Mertens,
Ruth Ann Perlman, Jan Shapiro, and Gail Ulan for joining
BEWL this year and bringing our membership total up to 79!
We are inching closer to our goal of 90 active members.

I hope you enjoyed A Virtual Tour of Judith Leiber: Master
Craftsman exhibit on December 20 from the Jewish Museum
of Florida.  What an inspirational story and such a huge talent.
If you were one of the four lucky raffle prize winner and
haven’t picked up your necklace yet, be sure to stop by Beth
El’s office to get your bling.

New Year?  Yes please!   I’m sending wishes to you for a joyful
New Year despite these difficult times.  I really wish things were
different and that we could have BEWL events in person.  I
hope that the new year brings you and your family much hap-
piness and prosperity, and that in time the world will be a safe
place again.  Take care of yourselves and see you on Zoom!

Eileen Bloom, BEWL President
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Dear Friends,
Tu B’Shevat, a holiday just for the
trees.
Did you ever hear of trees having a
New Year, a holiday just for that?
Tu B’Shevat is the New Year of the
Trees. On this day, the 15th Day of
the month of Shevat, is when we
celebrate just that. May sound
strange for many parts of North
America and Europe to plant dur-

ing the cold season, but not in Israel, Spring has come,
and the earth has woken from its winter sleep. 
Long, long ago, when our people lived in the land of Is-
rael, the land was filled with tall and sturdy cedars, large
cypresses, and many fruit and nut trees - fig and date,
olive and almond. 
Then, our people were driven from its land, and differ-
ent rulers came. These rulers paid no attention to the
soil and paid little to no attention to these beautiful
trees. They even chopped many of them down! The
growing things began to wither away. Trees died and
swamps formed spreading malaria all over the land. 
When the Iraelis began to return, they wanted to make
the land beautiful again and began planting beautiful
trees providing beauty and shade from the blistering
heat. Many fruit trees were planted as well, providing
food and fire wood. Swamps began to disappear, as tree
roots began to drink up the water  and the terrible dis-
ease of malaria was no longer a danger to the people of
the Promised Land. 
Jews that live outside of Israel are encouraged to be part
of this wonderful privilege of making the land of Israel
continue to blossom. So, we send money to buy some
trees that are planted there. The Jewish National Fund
is one agency in which you can purchase these trees in
honor, memory, or celebration of one's life. We plant
trees all year long, but especially on Tu B’Shevat.  
Israeli school children often go on hikes and have pic-
nics, play games and dance and sing songs about trees.
They have beautiful weather during this time of the year
to do so. Unlike many North American cities during
this "winter" season, we still have the nice weather to
bring some of this celebration to life outside our homes.
Why not consider a Tu B’Shevat hike with the family
or an outdoors picnic which include fruits that grow in
Israel, such as juicy oranges, sweet dates, and chewy figs. 
Please watch for information about our own shul family
virtual Tu B’Shevat seder planned for Wednesday
evening, January 27. We'd love to have you join in on
the celebration of this happy holiday that makes us all
feel that we too have a part in something very important,
building the Land of Israel. 

Until next time....

Nanci Siegel Manson
Education,Youth and
Family Engagement
Director

Pictured above:
Ezra Raphael shows off his tye-dye face masks!

Pictured above: Sarah Yablon enjoys the “Turkey
Train” made by Cantor Angress
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Preschool News
We have been very busy at the Beth El
Early Childhood Center!

Despite the limitations that COVID-19
has placed on us, we still managed to
celebrate Hanukkah in style.  All the
children made a Hanukkiah, did
Hanukkah crafts, played with dreidels
and ate latkes in their classrooms.  The

3’s and Pre-K classes enjoyed a special Hanukkah holiday
room where they did holiday activities, listened to Hanukkah
music and had a special treat when they were entertained by
ventriloquist Bobbi Rubin on Zoom.  The children love see-
ing all her amazing puppets.

Our winter camp was well attended, and the children en-
joyed all the activities related to our “winter” theme.  The
children built a “city in winter land” using boxes to make
houses and stores.  They painted them and played with and
inside them.  The children also played “shop” as they
worked in the stores.

We look forward to the time when we can have “normal”
school but for now this is our new normal and we’re making
the most of it. While we are unable to bring in our usual spe-
cialists, our wonderful teachers make up for them.  They do
PE with the children every week and some of the teachers
do yoga with their class.  In addition, Cantor Angress does
Shabbat with us every Friday outside on the playground.

We continue to strictly follow our COVID-19 protocols.
The children stay in the same room all day and do not mix
with the other classes during early and after care like we used
to.  Only one class at a time goes on the playground and all
toys are continually being sanitized. The teachers wear masks
all day (except when they eat) and no other adults (including
parents) are allowed into the building.  I am so proud of all
the staff and parents for how positively they have cooperated
with the new rules.

We will have our annual Bike Rodeo next month.  This
event always generates so much excitement among the chil-
dren and staff.  The children bring their own bikes and hel-
mets and ride between the various stations that we set up.
We will probably not be able to have the police, city bus and
fire department visit as we usually do but there will neverthe-
less be lots of fun to be had.

Our enrollment is growing; we have some new babies starting
in the infant room in the new year and that room will then
be full. 

Stay safe and healthy!

B’shalom
Joanie

Joanie Charnow
Preschool Director
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Mazal Tov to our
January   
Anniversaries

Date Years Married
12     Charleen & Chuck Holt 38
18     Marti & Stephen Nathan 46
21     Elizabeth & Shawn Naughton 21
24     Sheila & Ronald Nathan 61
27     Wendy Rozov & Eric Lynn 36
29     Janet & Charles Meinstein 60

Anniversary Shabbat is 
January 30

Please note: If your name is not listed, please
contact us so that we can update your 
information in our database.

Mazal Tov to:

Nanci Seigel Manson on becoming a grand-
mother!  Bennett Miles Isard was born De-
cember 8.  Parents are Erika and Phillip Isard.

Marvin Siegel and Eileen Bloom are happy to
announce the engagement of their son,  An-
drew Siegel, M.D., to Tova Meyer.  Parents of
the bride-to-be are Judith and Richard Meyer,
formerly residents of Phoenix, but now living
in Princeton, New Jersey. 

Yom Huledet Same’ach to
our January Birthdays
Date
1     Jerry Kosowsky
2     Daniel Ziskin

Carolyn Steingard
Sheldon Levin

4     Susan Faier
Sharon Steingard

5     Shari Burks
6     Howard Simon

Ruth Ann Perlman
7     Mark Silberstein
8     Joan Klein
11   Blair Reuben
13   Bunny Shuch

Marc Kuffner
14   Lily Schoen
15   Jacqueline Camacho

Robert Kravetz
Gary Friedman

16   Bruce Holzman
Denton Simmons

17   Martin Slovin
Heather Baker-Mushkatel
Alicia Moskowitz

19   Kathleen Kahn
20   Etta Silver
21   Laura Jackson
23   Richard Kronenfeld
24   Zachary Kramer
25   Judith Johnson
26   Gladys Levitt
27   Ronda Kottle
29   Shmuel Dabush
30   Richard Loewy

Birthday Shabbat is 
January 9

We Remember:

Lila Booth, mother of David (Michelle)
Rosenbaum.

Norman Mattisinko, husband of Joan 
Mattisinko.

Nettie Sacks, wife of Harold Sacks.

Beth El Announcements
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Thank you for the following
Beth El Contributions:

In memory of Sophie Rosen
Bernice Rozov

In memory of Lila Booth
Patti & Herb Dreiseszun
Anne Schafer
Lisa & Gary Serbin

In memory of Yitzchak Resnick
Mort Weiner

In memory of Morris Seman
John & Debbie Wolfe

In memory of Irving Dorfman
Lynda Ziskin

Rabbi Stein Kokin’s 
Discretionary Fund
In appreciation of Rabbi Stein
Kokin’s phone calls

Joan Rothfeld
In honor of Salome Stein
Kokin’s Bat Mitzvah

Barbara & Lou Goldstein
Daniel & Kathleen Kahn

Tzedekah Fund
In honor of Jack David Wolfe’s
birth

William Weese
In memory of Saul Abromovitz

Gary & Paula Abromovitz
In memory of Yetta Fihn

Diana Fihn
In memory of Anna Bershad

Joan Rothfeld
In memory of Sidney Guller

Debbie Rowl-Isard
In memory of Jerry Sickler

Janet Rothman Sickler

Merrin-Cohen 
Israel Scholarship Fund
A thoughtful contribution

Mort Sitver
In honor of Evie & Daniel
Rosen

Charlotte Adelman
In honor of Lisa Goldberg-
Cohen

Susan Mallery

Cantor Angress’ 
Discretionary Fund
In honor of Leon Zeitzer’s
birthday

Caryll & Gerald Webner
In memory of Sam Friedman

Carolyn Friedman

Talmud Torah Fund
In honor of Daniel Rosen’s won-
derful service while covering for
Cantor Angress

Charlotte Adelman
In memory of Saul Abromovitz

Jeanne Milstein
In memory of Lena Abromovitz

Jeanne Milstein
In memory of Esther 
Abromovitz

Jeanne Milstein
In memory of Danny 
Abromovitz

Jeanne Milstein
In memory of Norton Goldberg

Jeanne Milstein
In memory of Morris Aaron
Milstein

Jeanne Milstein
In memory of Stanley Milstein

Jeanne Milstein
In memory of Melvin Silver

Jeanne Milstein

Jeffrey Todd Zendle
Fund
In memory of Amy Zendle

Barbara & Lou Goldstein
Wendy & Wayne Laskin & 

family

Shiva Memorial Fund 
In memory of Mario Masliach

Eileen Bloom & 
Marvin Siegel

Kiddush Fund
In honor of their November
birthdays

Jeanne Milstein
Rhoda Morris

In honor of her December 
birthday

Bernice Rozov
In honor of Edward DuBrow’s
birthday

Lisa & Gary Serbin
In honor of Ronald Serbin’s
birthday

Lisa & Gary Serbin

Music Fund
In memory of S. Walter Milstein

Jeanne Milstein

Jeannette Flom Bikkur
Cholim Fund
In memory of Linda Roberts

Aaron & Alicia Moskowitz

Yahrzeit Fund
In memory of Florene Amster

Dave Amster & children
In memory of Aziz Behboodi

The Behboodi Family
In memory of Rony Ghanooni

The Behboodi Family
In memory of Hattie Shapiro

Susan & Bruce Berger
In memory of Morris Ernst

Ira & Ed Ernst
In memory of Meir Friedman

Esther Friedman
In memory of Jessie Friedman

Selma Friedman
In memory of Stanley 
Friedman

Selma Friedman
In memory of Fay Goldstein

Barbara & Lou Goldstein
Carolyn & Morris Kaplan

In memory of Dorothy Kravetz
Jeffrey Kravetz

In memory of Dorthea
Dworkin

Ida Kumin
In memory of Nathan Laskin

Lenore Laskin
In memory of Bruce Mallin

Steve & Marti Nathan
In memory of Sidney I. 
Hurwitz

Ilene Raker
In memory of John Rosenberg

Merle Shore
In memory of Rosalie W.
Taubman

John & Debbie Wolfe
In memory of Anna Zlochower

Ben Zlochower

Youth Fund
In honor of Salome Stein
Kokin’s Bat Mitzvah

Alan & Susan Finks

General Fund
Mazal Tov to David & Cheryl
Rosen on the wedding of their
son

Lisa & Gary Serbin
In celebration of Jack David
Wolfe’s birth

Lisa & Gary Serbin
In celebration of Daniel & Evie
Rosen’s wedding

Ellen Goot
Dan & Kathy Kahn
Thomas R. Smith
Lisa & Gary Serbin

In honor of The Goot/Eckroat
Family

Ellen Goot
In honor of Bernice Rozov’s
birthday

Daniel & Kathleen Kahn
In honor of Adam Goldstein’s
new office

Carolyn & Morris Kaplan
In honor of the Social Action
Committee

Lisa & Gary Serbin
In memory of Edward L. Allen

Max & Froma Allen
In memory of Lucille Bloom

Eileen Bloom
In memory of Norman 
Mattisinko

Beth El Women’s League 
Board of Directors

In memory of Solomon Charlip
Herman Charlip

In memory of Toby Frankel
Barry & Shelley Frankel

In memory of Harold E. 
Freeman

Steve Freeman
In memory of Ruth Freeman

Steve Freeman
In memory of Daniel Freeman

Steve Freeman
In memory of Doris Samuelson

Rose Hirsch
In memory of Pearl Isaac

Mel Isaac
In memory of Celia Kaminsky

Eli Kaminsky
In memory of Helen Kuschner

Selina Kaminsky
In memory of David Kuschner

Selina Kaminsky
In memory of Sol Konick

Elliott Konick
In memory of Esther Reiss

Martin Reiss
In memory of Norman
Mendelsohn

Sue & David Rosen
In memory of Terry Etlinger

Sue & David Rosen
In memory of Syd Rosen

Sue & David Rosen
In memory of Lillian Rozov

Bernice Rozov

This page reflects donations received from 11/12/20-12/14/20. Donations received after 12/14 will be reflected in the February 2021 echo.

THANK YOU ALL
FOR YOUR
CONTINUED 
SUPPORT 

OF BETH EL - 
ESPECIALLY IN 

THESE 
CHALLENGING 

TIMES!
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Beth El Board of 
Directors

Alana Berrett
Joseph (Rich) Cohen
David Goldfarb
J. Preston Mayon
Heather Baker-Mushkatel
Shelli Silver
Gail Ulan
Sara Zilversmit

Immediate Past Presidents:
Linda Barzilai & Kim Mertens

Cantor Emeritus:
Sam Goldman

Eli Barzilai
Cemetery Administrator
ebarz@msn.com
(602) 309-0763

Mathis Becker
Endowment Committee
becker.mathis@gmail.com
(602) 256-7829

Charleen Holt
Gift Shop
cholt@bethelphoenix.com

Eileen Bloom
Women’s League President
ebloom@bethelphoenix.com
(602) 997-1274

Beth El Executive
Board

Gregory Harris
President 
gharris@bethelphoenix.com
(602) 254-3268

Audrey Wolff
Executive Vice President 
awolff@bethelphoenix.com
(602) 944-9033

Eileen Bloom
Financial VP
ebloom@bethelphoenix.com
(602) 997-1274

Ben Cooper
Ritual VP
bcooper@bethelphoenix.com
(602) 957-4543

Herb Dreiseszun
Facilities VP
(602) 954-0321
(602) 957-3159 FAX

Charleen Holt
Secretary
cholt@bethelphoenix.com
(602) 695-6462

Kim Mertens
Education VP
kmertens@bethelphoenix.com
(602) 340-8234

Norman Zaslow
Treasurer
nzaslow@bethelphoenix.com
(480) 912-5168

Beth El Staff

A. Nitzan Stein Kokin
Rabbi
Ext. 108
rabbi@bethelphoenix.com

Jonathan Angress
Cantor
Ext. 124
cantor@bethelphoenix.com

Alicia Moskowitz
Executive Director
Ext. 109
alicia@bethelphoenix.com

Nanci Siegel Manson
Education, Youth, and Family 
Engagement Director
Ext. 123
nanci@bethelphoenix.com

Korina Springer
Office Manager
Ext. 106
kspringer@bethelphoenix.com

Nina Zamoshkin
Controller
Ext. 111
nina@bethelphoenix.com

Wendy Adair
Education Department Assistant
Ext. 122
talmudtorah@bethelphoenix.com

Wendy Rozov
Adult Education Coordinator
wrozov@bethelphoenix.com

Ben Ulan
Program Assistant
bulan@bethelphoenix.com

Joanie Charnow
Preschool Director
Ext. 129
jcharnow@bethelphoenix.com

Ros Slovin
Preschool Office
Ext. 126
rslovin@bethelphoenix.com

Connect with the Beth El Staff and Board of Directors
Office phone number: (602) 944-3359



January 2021 17 Teves 5781 - 18 Shevat 5781
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 17 TEVES 2 18 TEVES

3 19 TEVES 4 20 TEVES 5 21 TEVES 6 22 TEVES7 23 TEVES 8 24 TEVES9 25 TEVES

10 26 TEVES 11 27 TEVES 12 28 TEVES 13 29 TEVES14 1 SHEVAT 15 2 SHEVAT16 3 SHEVAT

17 4 SHEVAT 18 5 SHEVAT 19 6 SHEVAT 20 7 SHEVAT21 8 SHEVAT 22 9 SHEVAT23 10 SHEVAT

24 11 SHEVAT 25 12 SHEVAT 26 13 SHEVAT27 14 SHEVAT28 15 SHEVAT 29 16 SHEVAT 30 17 SHEVAT

31 18 SHEVAT

New Year's Day

Rosh Chodesh Shevat

Martin Luther King 
Day

Tu B'Shvat

Veyechi

Shemot

Va'eira

Bo

Beshalach

5:12pm Shabbat Ends: 6:02

5:17pm Shabbat Ends: 6:08

5:23pm Shabbat Ends: 6:14

5:30pm Shabbat Ends: 6:20

5:37pm Shabbat Ends: 6:27

OFFICE CLOSED
P/S + CAMP CLOSED
8:15AM Minyan
5:45pm Kabbalat 
Shabbat (Zoom)

9:30am Shabbat 
Morning Service 
(Facebook)
6:00pm Zoomdalah 
(Zoom)
6:30pm Havdalah 
Service (Zoom)

8:15am Minyan (Zoom)
NO TALMUD TORAH
5:45pm Minyan (Zoom)

7:15am Minyan (Zoom)
9:00am Coffee with 
Cantor (Zoom)
5:45pm Minyan (Zoom)

7:15am Minyan (Zoom)
5:45pm Minyan (Zoom)
6:30pm COVID-19 Task 
Force Meeting

7:15am Minyan (Zoom)
4-6:00pm CSA Pickup 
(DAIRY KITCHEN)
4:15-6:30pm Talmud Torah 
in Session (Zoom)
5:45pm Minyan (Zoom)
6:30pm Social Action 
Committee meeting (Zoom)
6:30pm Executive 
Committee meeting (Zoom)
7-8:00pm USY Lounge 
(Zoom)

7:15am Minyan (Zoom)
5:45pm Minyan (Zoom)

7:15am Minyan (Zoom)
5:45pm Kabbalat 
Shabbat (Zoom)

Birthday Shabbat
9:30am Shabbat 
Morning Service 
(Facebook)
6:00pm Zoomdalah 
(Zoom)
6:30pm Havdalah 
Service (Zoom)

8:15am Minyan (Zoom)
9:00am-12:00pm Talmud
Torah in Session (Zoom)
11:30am B'nai Mitzvah 
Cohort Meeting (Zoom)
12:30-1:30pm Chai Tea 
(Zoom)
5:45pm Minyan (Zoom)

7:15am Minyan (Zoom)
9:00am Coffee with 
Cantor (Zoom)
5:45pm Minyan (Zoom)
6:30-8:00pm Hebrew 
101 (Zoom)

7:15am Minyan (Zoom)
5:45pm (Zoom)
7:00-9:00pm Intro to 
Judaism (Zoom)

7:15am Minyan (Zoom)
10:00am BEWL Board 
Meeting (Zoom)
4-6:00pm CSA Pickup 
(DAIRY KITCHEN)
4:15-6:30pm Talmud Torah 
in Session (Zoom)
5:45pm Minyan (Zoom)
6:30pm Book Group 
(Zoom)
7-8:00pm USY Lounge 
(Zoom)

7:00am Minyan (Zoom)
8:30am Talmud - 
Suggiyot Every Jew 
Should Know (Zoom)
5:45pm Minyan (Zoom)
6:30-7:45pm The Ethical
Life (Zoom)

7:15am Minyan (Zoom)
 5:45pm Family 
 Kabbalat Shabbat 
 (Zoom)

9:30am Shabbat 
Morning Service 
(Facebook)
6:00pm Zoomdalah 
(Zoom)
6:30pm Havdalah 
Service (Zoom)

8:15am Minyan (Zoom)
NO TALMUD TORAH
5:45pm Minyan (Zoom) 8:15AM MINYAN

OFFICE CLOSED
P/S CAMP OPEN
9:00am Coffee with 
Cantor (Zoom)
5:45pm Minyan (Zoom)

7:15am Minyan (Zoom)
5:45pm Minyan (Zoom)
7:00-9:00pm Intro to 
Juadaism (Zoom)

7:15am Minyan (Zoom)
4-6:00pm CSA Pickup 
(DAIRY KITCHEN)
4:15-6:30pm Talmud Torah 
in Session (Zoom)
5:45pm Minyan (Zoom)
6:30pm Board meeting 
(Zoom)
7-8:00pm Kadima Lounge 
(Zoom)

7:15am Minyan (Zoom)
8:30am Talmud - 
Suggiyot Every Jew 
Should Know (Zoom)
12:00-1:00pm Lunch and
Learn (Zoom)
5:45pm Minyan (Zoom)
6:30-7:45pm The Ethical
Life (Zoom)

7:15am Minyan (Zoom)
5:45pm Kabbalat 
Shabbat (Zoom)

BEWL Shabbat
9:30am Shabbat 
Morning Service 
(Facebook)
6:00pm Zoomdalah 
(Zoom)
6:30pm Havdalah 
Service (Zoom)

8:15am Minyan (Zoom)
9:00am-12:00pm Talmud
Torah in Session (Zoom)
5:45pm Minyan (Zoom)

7:15am Minyan (Zoom)
9:00am Coffee with 
Cantor (Zoom)
5:45pm Minyan (Zoom)
6:30-8:00pm Hebrew 
101 (Zoom)

7:15am Minyan (Zoom)
5:45pm Minyan (Zoom)
7:00-9:00pm Intro to 
Juadaism (Zoom)

7:15am Minyan (Zoom)
4-6:00pm CSA Pickup 
(DAIRY KITCHEN)
4:15-6:30pm Talmud 
Torah in Session (Zoom)
5:00-5:45pm Community
Tu B'Shevat Seder 
(Zoom)
5:45pm Minyan (Zoom)

7:15am Minyan (Zoom)
8:30am Talmud - 
Suggiyot Every Jew 
Should Know (Zoom)
5:45pm Minyan (Zoom)
6:30-7:45pm The Ethical
Life (Zoom)

7:15am Minyan (Zoom)
5:45pm Kabbalat 
Shabbat (Zoom)

Anniversary Shabbat
9:30am Shabbat 
Morning Service 
(Facebook)
6:00pm Zoomdalah 
(Zoom)
6:30pm Havdalah 
Service (Zoom)

8:15am Minyan (Zoom)
9:00am-12:00pm Talmud
Torah in Session (Zoom)
11:00am-12:00pm Shirat
Ami Recital Series 
(Zoom)
5:45pm Minyan (Zoom)
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