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Beth El
Services

SERVICES
PLEASE NOTE:
In light of the everchanging cir-
cumstances, details concerning
services may change during the
month.  Please consult our
weekly Shabbat email for the
most current information.

Installation Kabbalat Shabbat
Friday, February 4
Installation 2.0 of Rabbi Nitzan Stein Kokin
4:30 pm Outdoor Nosh
5:30 pm Family Kabbalat Shabbat
6:15 pm Installation Ceremony

T’rumah
Saturday, February 5
Bar Mitzvah of Ethan Philo
9:30 am Shabbat Shaharit**
6:35 pm Havdalah
6:45 pm Zoomdalah - Dance into the week  
7:15 pm Ma’ariv & Havdalah

T’tzavveh
Saturday, February 12
Birthday Shabbat
9:15 am Be’er HaTorah Torah Study
9:30 am Shabbat Shaharit**
10:15 am Meditation Minyan with Wendy Rozov
6:41 pm Havdalah  
7:00 pm Zoomdalah - Dance into the week  
7:30 pm Musical Ma’ariv & Havdalah

Ki Tissa
Saturday, February 19
9:30 am Shabbat Shaharit**
6:48 pm Havdalah     
7:05 pm Zoomdalah - Dance into the week  
7:35 pm Musical Ma’ariv & Havdalah

Va-yak-hel
Shabbat Mevarchim Chodesh
Shabbat Shekalim
Saturday, February 26
Anniversary Shabbat
9:15 am Be’er HaTorah Torah Study
9:30 am Shabbat Shaharit**
6:54 pm Havdalah       
7:15 pm Zoomdalah - Dance into the week  
7:45 pm Musical Ma’ariv & Havdalah

HOW TO PARTICIPATE:
Shabbat Shaharit
Saturdays | 9:30 am 
**Live and in-person. 
Virtual access through Beth El’s Facebook page at:
facebook.com/bethel.phoenix

Daily Minyan and Kabbalat Shabbat
Monday - Friday 7:15 am and 5:45 pm 
Sunday 8:15 am and 5:45 pm
Join us on your computer, tablet, or cellphone at the 
following link:  https://zoom.us/j/92408568672

ZOOM information for Daily Minyan &
Kabbalat Shabbat Services:
Meeting ID: 924 0856 8672
Passcode: minyan
Call in: (253) 215-8782
Call in Passcode: 649433

PLEASE NOTE:

Weekday evening minyan, 
Kabbalat Shabbat, &

Shaharit on Mondays & Thursdays
will be IN-PERSON and on Zoom!

MINYAN TIME CHANGES:

Wednesday, February 2 | 7:00 am (Rosh Hodesh)
Monday, February 21 | 8:15 am 

(President’s Day)

Kabbalat Shabbat 
every Friday at 5:45 pm

*Please note 2/4 will be at 5:30 pm

Candlelighting times:
Friday, February 4 | 5:44 pm
Friday, February 11 | 5:51 pm
Friday, February 18 | 5:57 pm
Friday, February 25 | 6:03 pm

ECHO (USPS 4360) is published for congregants of Beth El Congregation
monthly throughout the year, with the exception of combined issues in
June/July and September/October by Beth El Congregation, 1118 W Glen-
dale Ave, Phoenix, AZ 85021. Periodicals postage paid at: Phoenix Main
Post Office, 4949 E VanBuren, Phoenix, AZ 85026.  Postmaster: send ad-
dress changes to: ECHO at Beth El Congregation, 1118 W Glendale Ave,
Phoenix, AZ 85021.  Attn: Korina or call 602.944.3359, ext. 106.  Repro-
duction in whole or in part without permission is prohibited.
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Dear Friends,
Since I came on board the Beth El
community in August 2019 to sail to-
gether towards new horizons the
world has changed dramatically. It’s
been a journey through a whirlwind
of an ever-changing reality, being
swept into new forms of worship and
gatherings virtually that we wouldn’t
have imagined before. With the new

ever emerging variants of the Coronavirus it has been
quite a journey for all of us, be it privately or as a sacred
community. Every time we reset the sails, a new variant
blows along and makes us adjust our plans and rethink.
And yet despite it all: We’ve kept our boat steady, sailing
ahead despite the unexpected twists and turns. Such is
life. It brings us all kinds of surprises - with or without a
pandemic. 

When I chose to become a rabbi and to serve a congre-
gation like ours I didn’t expect to teach and engage
through screens from behind a mask where you can
hardly discern my welcoming smile to you! And at the
same time I am thankful for modern technology which
makes it possible to meet and pray together despite phys-
ical distance. With the unforeseen turn that my rab-
binate took in the first year of my pulpit I am often
reminded of one of my role models, the first woman
rabbi of the 20th century - Rabbi Regina Jonas, who
served in Germany under the much greater duress of the
Nazi-dictatorship and persecution. She certainly had en-
visioned her rabbinate very differently when she trained
for it in the 1920s. Her response when asked about her
decision to become a rabbi very much resonates with me
today: “my belief in the Godly calling and my love for
people. God has placed abilities and callings in our
hearts, …Thus each of us has the duty, whether man or
woman, to realize those gifts God has given.” I love being
with our Beth El community! I love the people and I am
happy to continue to serve you here with my abilities,
talents, and education as your rabbi. 

These days, I am often reminded of the Israelites wan-
dering in the wilderness, not exactly sure where the next
camp would be set up or how long they would march
until they got there. However, the cloud and the pillar
of fire were with them day and night. The Manna fell de-
pendably and sustained them. But they did need to go
out together to collect it. Those were all signs of one
thing they could be sure of, that they were partners in a
sacred covenant with the God of Israel on a journey to-
gether into the future. 

My installation was initially planned for March 2020 and
yet the shelter-in-place order came the week before our
planned celebration. This month, with Installation 2.0,
we now have the opportunity to celebrate the renewal of
our mutual commitment as rabbi and community. Being

A. Nitzan Stein Kokin
Rabbi
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the rabbi of Beth El is much more for me than just sign-
ing a contract. It is a covenantal relationship that began
when I first came, and now with the renewal we confirm
and solidify our sacred covenant. It means that we con-
tinue to be there for each other, that we will stay to-
gether through celebrations and losses. That we learn,
pray, have fun, support each other and create meaning
together. I’ve become part of our congregational family
and God willing, will be with you through joys and sor-
rows in the years to come. And it is this commitment
to each other that we mark and celebrate this month as
we continue to navigate the uncharted waters of our
journey into the future.

B’Virkat Shalom, 

Rabbi Nitzan Stein Kokin 

Rabbi Stein Kokin’s NEW classes:
(starting in February)

Intro to Jewish Prayer | 3 sessions
Sundays | 9:00 am - 10:30 am
February 13 & 27, March 20

Intro to Judaism | 18 sessions
Thursdays | 7:00 pm  - 9:00 pm

February 1 - May 31

REGISTER AT:

www.bethelphoenix.com/adult-education

See page 12 for more details

Pictured above:  Rabbi enjoys time with the Pre-K class.



Dear Friends,
Voice recitals. Vocal jury. Voice
forum. Collegium Musicum. These
terms are synonymous among any
and every vocal performance music
student within every music school and
conservatory throughout the world.
They were terms that I became very
familiar with while I was a voice stu-
dent and music major at the Univer-
sity of Miami’s Frost School of Music. 

Upon beginning cantorial school at the Jewish Theo-
logical Seminary, a new collegiate musical term, nusach
presentation, entered my musical student lexicon. A
nusach presentation functions as a combination of a
musical voice trial compounded with a mock prayer
service, so that our cantorial teachers can provide feed-
back on our vocal, instrumental, and davening skills.
Even though the presentation would take place on a
weekday morning, we would pretend that it was either
Shabbat, Yom Tov, or the High Holidays for the 30
minute presentation. 
There were many requirements and musical parame-
ters for each presentation. For example, we would be
required to use different musical styles and ensembles
in the presentation in order to create an eclectic musical
experience. These styles and components would range
from solo cantorial compositions, modern composi-
tions, duets, choir pieces, congregational singing, and
instrumental accompaniment (i.e. guitar, piano, and/or
band). For some of us, we took it upon ourselves to
compose and write liturgical melodies in the event that
we did not find any musical selections that we preferred
to use. I myself made it a point to compose a new
melody for each nusach presentation that I performed
and officiated in cantorial school.
When I began my first full time cantorial position in
Florida, I was tasked with teaching new, fun, and upbeat
service melodies to the Hebrew school. I distinctly re-
member having a conversation with the rabbi and He-
brew school director about the standard existing
melodies for V’shamru. I learned there was a general
consensus that the standard melodies for V’shamru
were not well loved or successful in the Hebrew school.
As a result, this left me with very little options of some-
thing new and fun to teach the students. So, I went
about composing my own melody which instantly be-
came a hit, not only among the Hebrew school students,
but eventually among the congregation itself. Even
though I am no longer at that congregation, I am told
that the melody is still used regularly.
At the beginning of this school year, the Beth El clergy
and Talmud Torah director and staff took the initiative
as a team to revamp tefillah (prayer) education for our
students. Part of this reconstruction is introducing new
and fun melodies to our students. As a result, just like
with V’shamru several years ago in Florida, I ran into

Jonathan Angress
Cantor
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the same issue with the prayer Mi Chamocha. Most of the
standard melodies for this prayer (along with the ones that
are part of the custom of Beth El) are very slow and would
not necessarily be engaging for young students. So, I went
about composing and writing a new, fun, and upbeat Mi
Chamocha that so far, has been a resounding success in
the Talmud Torah. It is my hope that sometime soon, I
will be able to introduce it during our regular services for
the congregation.
Why do I specifically mention V’shamru and Mi
Chamocha? Most recently, I was approached by a canto-
rial colleague from within the Cantors Assembly (the over-
seeing entity of Conservative movement cantors and my
union) to submit for consideration, new melodies for
Shabbat tefillot to be included in a new publication of Jew-
ish synagogue music. Among the many melodies that I
have either composed or arranged, my V’shamru and Mi
Chamocha were chosen to be officially published in “Shi-
rata: Congregational Melodies for Shabbat and Yom Tov”
which will include over 200 new melodies composed
from within the past decade. I am honored to have been
chosen among my colleagues as one of the many com-
posers contributing to this publication and it is my hope
that my V’shamru and Mi Chamocha will reach people
and provide a new outlook and inspiration for Jews not
only here at Beth El, but all over the world.
As soon as the publication is completed, I will be sure to
let our community know and I will make sure to have at
least one copy of the publication in my office, if anyone
would be interested in perusing it.
Todah V’zimrah,
Cantor Angress

for the live Jewish Night on Broadway
Sunday, April 10, 2022 at 4:00 p.m.

SSAAVVEE
TTHHEE

DDAATTEE!!



The Magic of the Calendar
Our calendar, the Hebrew calendar, re-
minds of us a time before the incandescent
bulb had the almost magical effect of turn-
ing night into day. Before this transforma-
tion, our whole approach to the day, the
month and the year, was driven by the
lights in the sky. And for us, the moon
commanded our attention, and in impor-
tant ways, it still does.

Our calendar’s cycles reflect the periods of the moon, with
each period celebrated in our recognition of Rosh Chodesh.
As Sh’vat yields to Adar I, we announce the transition from
waning crescent to new moon with the special prayers and
thanksgiving to mark the head of the month. And as we do
this, I invite you to take a minute to reflect on a couple of as-
pects of the calendar.

First, this year we have not just one Adar, but two! Ordinary
folks get to celebrate a leap day every 4 years, but we have the
special joy and opportunity to celebrate a bonus month. This
happens 7 times in the 19-year cycle of the Hebrew calendar,
and the addition of a bonus month modulates the gyration of
the Hebrew calendar as it sways (or some say it waves) through
our lives, causing others – but certainly not us(!) – to remark
about how late or early our holidays fall in comparison to the
Gregorian calendar.

Second, let’s take a few moments to reflect how the sages and
scientists, farmers and shopkeepers, rabbis and others came
together to do their work. In a time before Wikipedia, the En-
cyclopedia Britannica, the LED, and central air conditioning,
people observed the heavens, studied the movement of the
stars, planets and moon, and through their observations, they
calculated the periods of their movement to give us the calen-
dar.

We arrive in a world as innocents and can so easily be lulled
into believing that the way things are “now” is the way they
have always been and will always be. And yet, we know that
this is not true. We know that things change and have always
changed, and we hope always for the better. The calendar is
no exception. And we know that there were those who fought
the idea of the calendar’s cycle because of the challenge this
concept brought to the long-held belief in an Earth-centered
world.

Adar II – and yes, the Gregorian calendar too – serve as re-
minders of our place in the universe, and the importance of
our reliance on our accumulated knowledge to strive for more
and better understanding, while retaining a sense of who we
are and where we have been. Members like Ellen Goot and
Mathis Becker do this now (and Kathy Miller too!) with their
keeping the Chapel’s yahrzeit plaques posted each month.
Their work to help keep fresh the names of these cherished
members reminds of a time that once was and the role we
each play in making this a better world.
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Gregory Harris
Board President

GIFT SHOP
NEWS

NEW AND EXCITING!

Beth El Gift Shop Has Everything Shabbat

We have candlesticks, Shabbat candles, Havdalah
sets, Havdalah candles, Kiddish cups, challah covers,
challah boards, and more!

Purchase a gift for family or friends or maybe just for
you.

Reasons to shop at Beth El Gift Shop:

1    Supports YOUR Beth El
2.    No sales tax
3.    Unique and unusual items
4.    Convenient
5.    Custom orders offered for all Judaica

Gift shop now open during Beth El 's office hours

The start of February is always a special time.
Spring Training. The Super Bowl. The World
Wide Wrap. And this year, the start of Adar! Join
us at Beth El in the many celebrations that will take
place this month, and when you do, take some time
to reflect on the wonders of the world, including
the calendar, which helps to create order out of the
chaos of time.

L’Shalom,

Greg Harris

BLANKET BOOSTERS
In December, the Blanket Boosters received a gra-
cious letter from the Arizona’s Children Associa-
tion thanking the Beth El Blanket Boosters for the
51 blankets we donated to the organization.  Those
crocheted blankets will be given to children in crisis
as they come into their care with emergency needs.

Won’t you consider joining our group?  We will
supply the yarn and help you with a pattern.  We
would love to see you.  Need more information,
please call me at: (602) 684-2606.  

Sandy Schnell Robbins
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Dear Friends,
We are off to a strong start to the
new year! Our Beth El Team is ex-
citingly planning many amazing
events for the next few months.
As we have a lot to look forward to,
we want to reassure you that our
leadership values your health and
safety above all else. For this reason,
we are working on implementing the
following measures as more in-per-

son events are to occur.
1.  COVID protocols remain in place - please keep your
COVID vaccinations up to date in order to attend in-
person events at Beth El. Wear a mask in the building
at all times.
2.  Meals - when we serve meals at Beth El, please keep
your mask on until you are seated at a table with your
party. Meals are optional. If you would like to attend
services or a program that serves a meal, you are wel-
come to come and not participate in the meal if you are
not comfortable.
3.  Outdoor seating - we are making an effort to provide
more outdoor seating for meals. If you are not comfort-
able eating indoors, please consider joining us at these
outdoor dining tables after kiddush and for other events
when available.
4.  Security officers - we work closely with the Phoenix
Police Department to hire off-duty officers for security
for major services and events. Please join us in welcom-
ing these friendly officers who help to keep us safe!
5.  Security Team - Did you know that Beth El has its
own volunteer security team that works with our security
officers during events? We are looking for more volun-
teers to join our team. Volunteers will receive training
and support from the Community Security Services to
be prepared for all types of situations including medical
emergencies, assessing unknown visitors, and other se-
curity situations. Please contact Michael Apfel to learn
more about the Beth El Security Team at
michaelap@thecss.org.
6.  Security Grant - Beth El was the recipient of a grant
from Arizona’s Homeland Security Department to im-
prove the security of our campus. The grant team is
meeting and assessing the scope of the projects to be
completed. We will release more information on these
projects as they are approved to move forward.
As you can tell, there are many ways in which we can
work together to make Beth El a safe and healthy place
to be. We rely upon your help and support to keep on
the right track. If you have any questions or concerns,
please feel free to contact me at (602) 944-3359 ext. 109
or amoskowitz@bethelphoenix.com.
Stay healthy and safe!

Alicia Moskowitz
Executive
Director

BE WELL WITH BEWL

A year ago I wrote an article for the echo comparing the
in-person activities we enjoyed in 2019 and the virtual
world we were experiencing in 2021.  I encouraged you
to take advantage of all the online programs provided by
the synagogue and elsewhere online.  I hoped we would
be back together this year.

Well, we are back together, sort of.  Vaccinated, masked,
distanced, we have Shabbat services, Board Meetings and
celebrate b’nai mitzvahs as a community.  Of course, our
wonderful Preschool has been open and running the en-
tire time.  Kudos to Joanie Charnow and her staff.  

The month of February, though short, is packed with hol-
idays:  Chinese New Year, Groundhog Day, Super Bowl
Sunday, Valentine’s Day, Presidents Day, and Mardi
Gras.  The most important day for Beth El is February
4, 2022, when we can celebrate the Installation of Rabbi
Stein Kokin. The event kicks off at 4:30 pm with a spon-
sored Nosh, to be followed by Kabbalat Shabbat and the
Installation Ceremony in the Sanctuary.     We are re-
quiring masks and that all attendees be fully vaccinated.
You can show your support for our wonderful Rabbi by
attending the installation.  Only the dinner portion of the
evening requires registration.  

Here’s a picture from the fun glass workshop on  Decem-
ber  12.  Our next event will be the Sisterhood/Torah
Fund Shabbat on March 5, 2022, chaired by Education
Director, Judy Zola and Torah Fund Director, Jan Freed-
man.  We hope to see many BEWL members in atten-
dance and participating in the service.

Eileen Bloom, President, BEWL
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Dear Friends,
Shabbat….The Queen of Days 

Our tradition describes Shabbat as
royalty, the Queen of Days. Every
week we celebrate the seventh day
by stepping out of the hurry of our
daily lives and into the holy time of
Shabbat. 

When we observe Shabbat, peace
and calm seem to spread through

us. 

Shabbat begins just before sundown on Friday evening,
when we light the candles. Before we light the candles,
we help those in need by putting money into the
tzedakah box then onto the blessing over the Shabbat
candles. It is then that we wish our family, friends, and
invited guests Shabbat shalom, or a peaceful Shabbat. 
At the start of the meal, kiddush  is said which includes
verses from the Torah that tell how God finished Cre-
ation, rested on the seventh day, and declared the Shab-
bat holy. The Hamotzi is next which is the blessing over
the challah, traditionally, two loaves covered by a deco-
rative cloth. We then cut it, and everyone has a slice. 
Now comes the Shabbat meal, the time we enjoy the
festive meal. 

Shabbat has kept our people strong over many cen-
turies and difficult times. It has given us strength.
Today, too, when the world is struggling through this
pandemic, political arguments, joblessness, and inflating
costs of things, observing Shabbat can draw us closer to
our families, to God, and to our community bringing
us peace and a feeling of strength. 

This month, on February 18, we will celebrate Shabbat
together at our Family Kabbalat Shabbat service out-
doors with dinner to follow. Please see the enclosed
flyer for complete information. We hope you will join
us. 

Until next time…..

Nanci Siegel Manson
Talmud Torah
Director

Pictured above: 
Mrs. Gusdorff’s class baked mini apple pies in celebration
of Tu B’Shevat. 

Bar Mitzvah
Ethan Philo will be called to the
Torah as a Bar Mitzvah on Febru-
ary 5. Ethan is the son of Jason
Philo and Bithia Chavez, his broth-
ers are Adam and Nathan Philo.

Ethan attends 7th grade at Cholla
Middle School. He enjoys Math

and Reading classes. In his free time, Ethan enjoys playing
video games, playing with his dogs, going to the ice skating
rink, and going to Coyotes hockey games. When he grows
up he would like to be a paramedic.

For his mitzvah project Ethan has teamed up with the
Happily Ever After League to help them collect items for
chemo care packages to give to mothers who are under-
going cancer treatments. 

Items needed: 

Soft throw blankets
Soft socks

Metal water bottles
Lip balms

Hydrating body lotion
Hydrating hand lotion

Bath bombs
Hydration Electrolyte Mix (Gatorade powder, Nuun

Tablets)
Journals for women
Adult coloring books

Crossword puzzle books
Color pencils
Color pens

Uber Eat gift cards
Grocery Store gift cards
Amazon Gift Cards

Items can be dropped off at Beth El

SAVE THE DATES:

Family Kabbalat Shabbat
February 18| 5:45 pm

Purim Festivities
March 16 | 4:15 pm 
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Preschool News
January seemed to be colder than usual
but our children were still able to go out-
side and plant seeds in our new garden
box.  We also planted in our existing
boxes that the PTO made for us several
years ago.  The classes start learning at
Tu B’Shevat about trees and continue
on from there to studying everything
that grows in the ground, nutrition, and

even science and math.  The children learn that it takes time
for our food in the garden to grow and there are seasons to
grow different things.  Even though Passover is not until
April, they talked about what they can grow in their garden
now that will be ready for the Seder.  They plan on growing
enough for the school’s class Seders and take home for their
own families.  They are planting parsley, lettuce, tomatoes,
and zucchini.  Each class has their own above ground garden
bed and they discuss and choose what they would like to
plant.  There are also large pots in which they planted flow-
ers.  Nora Elias, our Head Teacher and Mentor, plans our
special school events.  Because of the pandemic we haven’t
had school-wide events with parents, but she always manages
to create fun learning programs for each individual age
group.  The classes go outside one at a time to enjoy the ac-
tivities during each event. 

Our school is in a position that now more than ever is im-
portant to the community.  We keep our children safe, ac-
tive, and learning as we always have, but now there is an
added component.  During this time, families need to isolate
more and each of them do it in their own way. Bringing their
children to our school encourages socialization and provides
a sense of normalcy.   Our staff is considered essential work-
ers so we have added pressure to come to work and keep
our school open.  The shortage of employees is noticed
everywhere these days, and some places have had to close
due to lack of staff.  We do not have enough teachers to
open another class or enroll more children.  I love my job,
and I love working at the synagogue I grew up at. Our team
of teachers are a family and we all love what we do.  If you
know of any one looking for a place to work that they can
call home, please have them call me at (602) 944-2464.  Our
children and staff are happy to welcome them with open
arms!

Stay safe and healthy!

L’Shalom

Joanie

Joanie Charnow
Preschool Director
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Mazal Tov to our
February
Anniversaries

Date Years Married
9     Susan & Gregory Harris 37
10   Connie & Shimon Zilversmit 41
12   Beth & Neil Shernoff 44
14   Suzanne & Carl Fuchs 41

Laura & Rick Nicholson 24
17   Alicia & Aaron Moskowitz 14
25   Phyllis & Mark Silberstein 54

Wendy & Curtiss Olsen 26

Anniversary Shabbat is 
February 26

Please note: If your name is not listed, please
contact us so that we can update your 
information in our database.

We Mourn:

Member Frances (Faye) Vivian Paller, sister of
member Judy (David) Siegel.

Yom Huledet Same’ach to
our February Birthdays
Date
1     Cynthia Faber
2     Michael Kornreich

Arlene Loewy
3     Shimon Zilversmit
4     Charles Meinstein

Naomi Lipschultz
Wendy Laskin

5     Janice Freedman
Rona Green

6     Morris Kaplan
8     Lara Serbin
9     Sharon Cohn
10   Jeffrey Hill
11   Emily Lhotka
13   William Wolf
15   Sheldon Roth
21   Leah Wiesen

Janet Meinstein
Connie Zilversmit

22   Alan Finks
Philip Paress

23   Morris Stein
Sanders Switzer

24   Froma Allen
25   Carolyn Friedman

Esther Zlochower

Birthday Shabbat is 
February 12

Mazal Tov to:
The Chesed Commitee for all their hard work
making calls each week!  Below and right are
some pictures from a recent “field trip” they
took to the Desert Botanical Gardens.

Beth El Announcements
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Thank you for the following
Beth El Contributions:

Rabbi Stein Kokin’s 
Discretionary Fund
In honor of Rabbi’s Installation

Anne & Norman Zaslow

Cantor Angress’ 
Discretionary Fund
In honor of Cantor Angress &
Mayra’s wedding

Gary & Lisa Serbin
Denton Simmons

Preschool Fund
In honor of Mikey Ulan’s Bar
Mitzvah

Ros & Martin Slovin
In memory of Anna Robbins

Mathis & Barbara Becker
In memory of Sam Goldman

Mathis & Barbara Becker
In memory of Yakov Ioshpa

Nina Zamoshkin

Rabbi Louis & Rebecca
Barish Talmud Torah
Scholarship Fund
In honor of Korina Springer and
her outstanding service to Beth
El members

Morton Sitver & Family
In memory of Faye Paller

Rona Goldman
Karen & Ken Goss
Barbara & Bruce Holzman
Carolyn & Morry Kaplan
Barbara & Ken Love
Farris & Jane Lyons
The Krohnengold-

Gerson Family

Tzedakah Fund
In honor of all the supporters of
Team Sam

Rona Goldman
In memory of Dorothy Fihn

Diana Fihn
In memory of Selda Ellen

Judy Baletin
In memory of Bertha Herman

Salo Herman & 
Debra Goodman-Herman

In memory of Anna Morrison
Robert Kelner

In memory of Anne Lichtstern
Seema Liston

In memory of Wilbert Feinstein
Seema Liston

In memory of Emma Sessa
Jan Shapiro

In memory of Morris L. Naiman
Noreen Wernick

In memory of Dora Mittelmark
Benjamin & Esther Zlochower

In memory of Thelma Bennett
Judith Zola

Trees for Israel 
In honor of Michael Apfel

Rona Goldman
In honor of Bonnie & Allyn
Kluger

Rona Goldman
In honor of Jerry Rosen

Rona Goldman
In honor of Marti & Steve Nathan

Rona Goldman
In honor of Kevin & Damon
Kobey

Rona Goldman
In honor of Sandra & Robert
Murphy

Rona Goldman
In memory of Faye Paller

Barbara & Lou Goldstein
In memory of Irving Levin

Joan Klein
In memory of Ayzik Bernstein

The Zamoshkin & 
Vaynerman Families

Merrin-Cohen Israel
Scholarship Fund
In memory of Esther Weksler

Anonymous

Kiddush Fund
A thoughtful contribution

Anna Soifer-Endsley
Wishing a speedy recovery to
Ted Mendelson

Charlotte & Marc Adelman
In honor of their December 
anniversary

Arnold & Etta Silver
In honor of their December birth-
days

Barbara Goldstein
Carolyn Lieberman
Aaron Moskowitz
Jan Nash

In honor of their January 
anniversary

Charleen & Chuck Holt
In honor of their January 
birthdays

Anonymous
Kathy Kahn
Joan Klein
Etta Silver

In honor of Alicia Moskowitz’s
birthday

Charlotte Adelman
In honor of Marti & Steve
Nathan’s anniversary

Charlotte Adelman
In honor of Joan Klein’s 
birthday

Charlotte Adelman
In honor of the Kiddush Crew

Huguette Machbitz
In memory of Avis Schlar

Rona Goldman
In memory of Faye Fryd

Judith Zola

Talmud Torah Fund
In honor of Mikey Ulan’s Bar
Mitzvah

Anne Schafer
In memory of Sam Goldman

David, Cheryl, Daniel & Evie
Rosen

Anne Schafer
Denton Simmons
Daniel & Julie Witenstein

Yahrzeit Fund
In memory of Rajzla Rozencwajg

Charlotte Adelman
In memory of Ida Adelman

Charlotte Adelman
In memory of Francine Blossom
Apfel

Michael & Barbara Apfel
In memory of Molly Warren

Gitta Chernin
In memory of Barney Kumin

Dorthea Dworkin
In memory of Louis Fineberg

Marvin Fineberg
In memory of Bernard Boxer

Nick & Phyllis Fotinos
In memory of Sam Friedman

Gary Friedman
In memory of Gertie Blau

Hannah Glouberman
Elliot Blau

In memory of Jacob Provsky
Barbara & Lou Goldstein

In memory of Ruth Halperin
Barbara Halperin

In memory of Homer John Holt
Chuck & Charleen Holt

In memory of Thomas Holt
Chuck & Charleen Holt

In memory of Eileen Holt
Chuck & Charleen Holt

In memory of Harold Isaacs
Marion & Jeff Isaacs

In memory of Jacob Lee
Joan Jacobs

In memory of Jennie Cooper
Kloor

Carolyn & Morry Kaplan
In memory of Ida Debra
Kozinets

The Kozinets Family
In memory of Aaron J. Shore

Linda Karp
Lawrence Shore
Merle Shore

In memory of S. Gertrude Shore
Linda Karp
Merle Shore
The Shore Family

In memory of Simon Lubell
Gladys Levitt

In memory of Bernard 
Englander

Nancy & Hank Markiewicz
In memory of James Dolny

Kathy Miller
In memory of Joseph Ritter

Robert M. Ritter
In memory of Betty Geiger

Howard & Noreen Wernick
In memory of Louis Wernick

Noreen & Howard Wernick

General Fund
A thoughtful contribution

Elaine Gordon
Elliot & Phyllis Marcus

In appreciation of Rabbi & 
Cantor’s work with Joshua 
Goldfarb’s Bar Mitzvah

Shirley & Stan Grossman
In appreciation of Rabbi Nitzan
Stein Kokin

Joan Rothfeld
In honor of Etta Silver’s birthday

Mike & Sherri Cohn
In honor of Tom & Jodi Zavos

Elijah Costales-Chevalier
In honor of Board President
Greg Harris

Allyn & Bonnie Kluger 
In honor of Morton Sitver

Stephen M. McNamee
In honor of Cantor’s wedding

Bill & Marie Wolf
In memory of Jay Cooper

Joyce Cooper
In memory of Irving Hesch

Morrie Hesch
In memory of Irwin Zaetz

Rose Hirsch
In memory of Avis Schlar

Carolyn & Morry Kaplan
In memory of Peter Kinsler

Bart Lasner
In memory of Harvey & Saralyn
Lasner

Bart Lasner
In memory of Seymour & Sue
Lasner

Bart Lasner
In memory of Jerry & Rita
Kinsler

Bart Lasner
In memory of Sam & Bessie 
Lasner

Bart Lasner
In memory of Albert & Fannie
Lasner

Bart Lasner
In memory of Eric Lasner

Bart Lasner
In memory of Joan Gries Sitver

Stephen M. McNamee
In memory of Cheryl Fabian

Bernice Rozov
In memory of Kathy Feld

Anne Schafer
In memory of A. David 
Silverman

Iris Silverman
In memory of Sam Goldman

Gary & Lisa Serbin
William & Marie Wolf

In memory of Midred Dorfman
Lynda Ziskin

Blanket Boosters
In honor of Korina Springer and
her outstanding service to Beth
El members

Morton Sitver & Family
In memory of Helen Leverant

Louise Leverant

This page reflects donations received from 12/8/21-1/13/21. Donations received after 1/13 will be reflected in the March 2022 echo.
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Join the new cohort of Introduction to Judaism with Rabbi
Stein Kokin featuring the Miller Introduction to Judaism

course of the American Jewish University.
 

$180 per person ($10 per session for 18 sessions) includes
all materials and books. Scholarships are available.

 

Register at www.bethelphoenix.com/adult-education 
or by calling the office at (602) 944-3359.

 

Introduction to Judaism
NEW COHORT ON TUESDAYS

2/1/22 | 7:00 PM–9:00 PM

Introduction to Jewish Prayer
NEW COURSE ON SUNDAYS
2/13/22, 2/27/22 & 3/20/22 | 9:00 AM

Learn how to navigate the siddur, understand the structure
and themes of the traditional tefillot, and feel comfortable

in a Jewish prayer service with Rabbi Stein Kokin.
 

$18 per session includes all materials and breakfast. Class
is held in Hammerman Hall at Beth El. Come to minyan

before class at 8:15 am in the Roth Family Chapel.
 

Register at www.bethelphoenix.com/adult-education 
or by calling the office at (602) 944-3359.
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Beth El Board of 
Directors

Heather Baker-Mushkatel
Alana Berrett
Joseph (Rich) Cohen
David Goldfarb
David Siroky
José Tafla
Gail Ulan
Sara Zilversmit

Immediate Past Presidents:
Linda Barzilai & Kim Mertens

Cantor Emeritus:
Sam Goldman (z”l)

Eli Barzilai
Cemetery Administrator
ebarz@msn.com
(602) 309-0763

Mathis Becker
Endowment Committee
becker.mathis@gmail.com
(602) 256-7829

Charleen Holt
Gift Shop
cholt@bethelphoenix.com

Eileen Bloom
Women’s League President
ebloom@bethelphoenix.com
(602) 997-1274

Beth El Executive
Board

Gregory Harris
President 
gharris@bethelphoenix.com
(602) 254-3268

Audrey Wolff
Executive Vice President 
awolff@bethelphoenix.com
(602) 944-9033

Barry Becker
Treasurer
barrybeckerlaw@gmail.com
(602) 430-1663

Eileen Bloom
Financial VP
ebloom@bethelphoenix.com
(602) 997-1274

Ben Cooper
Membership VP
bcooper@bethelphoenix.com
(602) 957-4543

Herb Dreiseszun
Facilities VP
(602) 954-0321
(602) 957-3159 FAX

Charleen Holt 
Secretary
cholt@bethelphoenix.com
(602) 695-6462

Allyn Kluger
Ritual VP
hjewegl@aol.com
(602) 995-3338

Kim Mertens
Education VP
kmertens@bethelphoenix.com
(602) 340-8234

Beth El Staff

A. Nitzan Stein Kokin
Rabbi
Ext. 108
rabbi@bethelphoenix.com

Jonathan Angress
Cantor
Ext. 124
cantor@bethelphoenix.com

Alicia Moskowitz
Executive Director
Ext. 109
alicia@bethelphoenix.com

Nanci Siegel Manson
Religious School Director
Ext. 123
nanci@bethelphoenix.com

Korina Springer
Office Manager
Ext. 106
kspringer@bethelphoenix.com

Nina Zamoshkin
Controller
Ext. 111
nina@bethelphoenix.com
Roberta Harmon
Youth & Community Engagement
Coordinator
Ext. 103
rharmon@bethelphoenix.com

Wendy Adair
Education Department Assistant
Ext. 122
talmudtorah@bethelphoenix.com

Wendy Rozov
Adult Education Coordinator
wrozov@bethelphoenix.com

Ben Ulan
Program Assistant
bulan@bethelphoenix.com

Joanie Charnow
Preschool Director
Ext. 129
jcharnow@bethelphoenix.com

Erin Curnutte
Preschool Office
Ext. 126
preschool@bethelphoenix.com

Connect with the Beth El Staff and Board of Directors
Office phone number: (602) 944-3359



BE'ER HATORAH
Shabbat Torah Study 
with Rabbi Stein Kokin

Saturday, February 12 & 26 | 9:15 am
Dig deep and discover new streams of Torah
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Phoenix, Arizona 85021-8635
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