
• The unveiling for Sam Weisberg, father of 
Sharon Jesin will take place this Sunday June 
23, 2019 at 11:00 AM. Dawes Road Cemetery. 
 Beth Radom Section, Section R 

• On Shabbat, June 28/29 we will be privileged 
to host Rami Sherman, who served in the 
Sayeret Matkal unit of the IDF from 1972 to 
1980. H is miss ions inc luded serv ing 
a s  O p e r a t i o n s O f fi c e r o f O p e r a t i o n 
Thunderbolt, the Entebbe Hostage Rescue 
u n i t , u n d e r t h e c o m m a n d o f Yo n i 
Netanyahu.  Rami will be speaking at Shalos 
Se'udos after Mincha at 8:30 pm on the topic: 
"Entebbe – a rescue mission like no other". The 
Or Chaim community is welcome to attend, but 
an RSVP is required by Sunday June 24 so we 
can order the right amount of food. https://
www.orchaim.com/form/Entebbe 

• The next selection of the O book club is 
“SOLACERS” by Arion Golmakani. Time and 
place TBD. 
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Friday Evening 
 Candle Lighting     8:45 pm 
 Mincha/Maariv:      7:00 pm 

Shabbat Day:   
 R. Eitan Aviner Shiur:   8:00 am 
 Shacharit:         8:45 am 
 Youth/Family Minyan   9:15 am 
 Kids Program 0-6 years:  9:15 am 
         6-9 years:  9:30 am 
 R. Jay Kelman Shiur:   7:35 pm 
 Mincha:          8:35 pm 
 Maariv:          9:41 pm 
 Shabbat Ends:      9:49 pm

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT OCM

KIDDUSH SPONSORS

Kiddush this Shabbat is sponsored by the 
families of our 2019 Graduates. Mazal Tov 
to: 

Aaron, Ariella, David, Dean, Eden, Elnatan, 
Evan, Gabriel, Jacob, Miriam, Noam, Orly, 
Rachel and Rachel. 

KIDDUSH TORANUT

June 22: Farkas & Sasson 
June 29: Bookman & Muskat 
July 6: Kellen & Fox 
July 13: Diamond & Allen 
July 20: Rosenstein & Newman 
New Toranut list at https://www.orchaim.com/
toranut. Please remember to come on your dates. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DEVAR TORAH AND SHIUR

Devar Torah:  Gabriel Hoffman 

Shiur: R. Gal Ben-Meir

OR CHAIM MINYAN 
159 ALMORE AVENUE 

TORONTO, ONTARIO M3H 2H9 
EMAIL: BULLETIN@ORCHAIM.COM 
VISIT US AT WWW.ORCHAIM.COM 

President        Alan Simon 
Treasurer        Lori Stochinsky 
Kiddush Coordinator   Anita Bromberg 
Communications Director Jonathan Samson 
Education/Shiurim:     Jeffrey Dorfman 
Leining Coordinator:   Daniel Grodzinski 

Greeter Toranut Rotation this Shabbat: 
8:45-9:15 Eitan Aviner 
9:15-9:45 Daniel Sacke 
9:45-10:15 Bob Shour 
10:15-10:45 Marcelo Grinfeld
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Behalotcha … Out of Order by Rabbi Jay Kelman 

“And G-d spoke to Moshe in the Sinai desert in the second 
year of the Exodus from Egypt, in the f irst 
month” (Bamidbar 9:1). Pesach Sheni presents a second 
chance, the opportunity for those who were unable to 
bring the pesach sacrifice at the right time to do so. Pesach 
Sheni’s stories and laws, to which the above verse refers, 
are the chronological opening to the book of Bamidbar. 
Yet this verse appears only in chapter nine. Chapter one of 
Bamidbar opens with, “On the first day of the second 
month in the second year of the Exodus” (Bamidbar 1:1), 
recording later events. 

Pesach Sheni is a most logical and beautiful opening to 
sefer Bamidbar. Sefer Shemot had ended on Rosh 
Chodesh Nissan with the dedication of the Mishkan a scant 
two weeks before Pesach. In addition to its chronological 
sequence, Pesach Sheni demonstrates the love for mitzvot 
of the people of Israel. Those who were ritually impure on 
the eve of Pesach requested an opportunity to make up for 
a lost mitzvah; “Why should we lose out and not be able to 
present G-d’s offering at the right time?” (Bamidbar 9:7). 

Yet we have to wait until chapter nine to get to the 
“beginning”. Rashi, echoing a rabbinic tradition, one absent 
from the Biblical text, notes that it was only in this first year 
in the desert that the Jewish people offered the korban 
pesach. The Torah preferred, Rashi claims, to downplay this 
fact by burying the story of Pesach in the “back pages”, 
where it presumably would be less noticeable and less 
embarrassing to the Jewish people. 

This comment is rather difficult, to say the least. The Torah is 
not a book of apologetics, defending the Jewish people at 
every turn. It is a guidebook for life and must expound the 
negative as well as the positive so we may derive the 
appropriate lessons from each. Why try to hide the 
mistakes of the Jewish people? 

Furthermore, rather than obscuring, Rashi has actually 
highlighted the fact that the Jewish people neglected this 
mitzvah. Had sefer Bamidbar begun with this story of 
Pesach Sheni, there would be little reason to assume that 
this was a one-time event. Save for the first and last year, 
the Torah is silent regarding the activities in the desert. And 
even had we come to the conclusion that they did not offer 
further sacrifices, would we see that as a great failing? 
Considering their food fell from heaven, can one expect 
that they would have millions of lambs to offer for the 
korban pesach? 

Most perplexing is the entire thrust of the comment. In full 
detail, sefer Bamidbar clearly notes how time and time 
again the Jewish people disregarded the word of G-d, 
how they complained at every opportunity (and then 
some). In the hierarchy of sins in the desert, not bringing 
the korban pesach was the least of their misdeeds. 

The korban pesach symbolizes the great faith of the Jewish 
people. They publicly slaughtered a god of Egypt, 
courageously putting the blood on their doorposts in an 
act of defiance towards their taskmasters. G-d Himself—“I 
and not an angel, I and not a seraf, I and not a messenger, I 
am the One and no one else”—came to save us. Alas, we 
could not maintain such a standard. 

The korban pesach represents the supernatural, the hand 
of G-d miraculously protecting us while we remain safely 
inside our homes. The Jewish people rejected such a close 
relationship with G-d, preferring to live life within a natural 
framework (see the Netziv’s introduction to sefer 
Bamidbar). They were afraid of the ongoing presence of G-
d, of constantly having to be on their best behaviour, 
fearful that they could not bear the closeness of the Divine 
Presence. Slowly, the Jews were to be weaned from a life of 
total dependence on G-d to one in which G-d would have 
to be discovered, His presence obvious only to those who 
sought it. It is, perhaps, this “shame” of rejection of G-d’s 
constant closeness which is the basis of Rashi’s comment. 

It is precisely because the Jewish people rejected the 
supernatural life that sefer Bamidbar begins with the taking 
of a proper census as we prepared for military conquest. 
The Jewish nation would live within the laws of nature, no 
longer relying on miracles to sustain them; thus, the need 
for spies to be sent to the Land of Israel on a fact-finding 
mission. Tragically the nation, saddled by doubt and 
lacking initiative, failed to display the minimum faith and 
courage necessary—even within the natural order—to 
conquer the land. 

Sefer Bamidbar is the tragic story of the failure of the 
generation that left Egypt to complete their designated 
mission. They were unable to place their complete trust in 
G-d. Yet Bamidbar ends with the seeds of redemption. It 
recounts the story of the daughters of Tzelofchad and their 
desire for a portion of the Land of Israel. 

“Tzelofchad’s daughters did exactly as G-d had 
commanded Moshe” (Bamidbar 36:10). May we merit 
following in their footsteps. 

THIS WEEK’S DAVENING

SHIRIUM

Shacharit 
Sunday        7:45 am 
Monday - Friday   6:20 am 
Mincha/Maariv 
Sunday - Thursday  8:50 pm

Sunday 8:15am: Shiur after davening  
Tuesday 8:30pm - CANCELLED until the 
fall -  Rabbi Noah Sonenberg 
Monday & Thursday 5:45am:  
 Rabbi Dovid Engel

Yahrzeits

None this week. 

If your yahrzeit does not show up here, that is 
because it is not in our system. Please sign into 
your account at www.orchaim.com and click 
My Account - My Yahrzeits and update 
accordingly. Thank you. 

Want to know what time is davening? Want to make a 
donation? Want a yahrzeit reminder?  Get the Or 
Chaim Minyan App Now! Navigate to https://
www.orchaim.com/getapp to download today.

http://www.orchaim.com
http://www.orchaim.com


ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

Ariella Frenkiel, SK - Netivot Hatorah 
Miriam Frenkiel, Nursery - Torah Tots 

Eden Hahn, SK - Netivot Hatorah 
Noam Hahn, Nursery - Torah Tots 

Jacob Rosenstein, Grade 5, Associated Hebrew Schools 

GRADE 8 

Associated Hebrew Schools 

Aaron Rosenstein 

Netivot Hatorah 

Elnatan Kelman 
Sara Rotenberg 

Evan Simon 

GRADE 12 

TanenbaumChat 

Dean Emanuel 
Rachel Kelman 

Orly Sacke 

UNIVERSITY 

Gabriel Hoffman, BA in Math & Economics, Cum Laude, NYU 
Rachel Jacobs, BA in Early Childhood Studies, Ryerson University 

David Jasphy, Law School, Rutgers University 

OR CHAIM 
MINYAN 

GRADUATION 
KIDDUSH 

2019


